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From the RVP’s Corner 
Jean Consford 

 
I might have assumed that it would be difficult to write my final 
article as RVP, but I could not have imagined that I would be 
writing only three days after our national horror in New York 
and Washington, D.C.  I would not attempt to add my simple 
words to the eloquent ones that have been spoken, only that it 
reminds me once more of what is always most important, family 
and friends.  As I begin to write, I am grateful for this large 
extended “family” of daylily folks and I earnestly hope that 
none of your loved ones were in harm’s way. 
 
Boston 2001: Region 6 was again well represented in 
attendance at the AHS National Convention.  The gardens were 
beautiful, the daylilies were much greener, taller, and the colors 
deeper than mine in the July heat of Texas.  With Kay Day 
running a tight ship, even the meetings were enjoyable.  Paula 

Payne and Eddie Raye Andrews baby-sat me very, very well! 
 
Best wishes for a speedy recovery to both Inez Tarrant and W. D. Everett, who are recuperating in Lake 
Jackson nursing homes.  Congratulations to Rich Rosen on the much deserved AHS Newsletter Award 
for the Best Article using Humor for “Twas a Hemerocallis Christmas.” 
 
Display Gardens: The garden of Alan and Rozanne Tuffnell, Bluecorn Daylily Gardens, has been 
approved as an AHS Display Garden.  This garden will be featured in the Spring 2002 issue of the 
Newsletter as it will be one of the tour gardens for next year’s Regional Meeting in Albuquerque. 
 
Reminder: Garden Judges whose terms are expiring need to return your renewal forms to me by 
November 15th.  Don’t forget to renew your AHS membership well before January 1st. 
 
The year 2004 is still open for a Regional Meeting host and the year 2003 is open for a Fall Seminar 
host. 
 
Contributions: Your officers have voted to continue the practice of contributing to the W. E. Monroe 
Fund the total newsletter reimbursement we receive for the year from AHS.  Last year that amount was 
$586.20.  Your officers have also voted to contribute $500 to the Joe E. House Scientific Fund for the 
study of daylily rust and leaf streak disease.  Because the AHS Board of Directors has approved a 
matching $10,000 for donations to this fund, our Region/Club donations will count double, so to speak. 
 
If you do not receive the Daylily Journal and do not have internet access, I encourage you to contact a 
friend who does, see the color pictures of rust disease, and learn what it is, what it looks like, the 
difference from leaf streak symptoms, and what to do when it appears in your garden.  Some 
information is available on the Region 6 web site http://users.computron.net/ahsregion6/ and at 
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/daylily_rust.html and at http://www.ncf.ca/~ah748/rust.html 
These web sites carry excellent pictures. 
 
Rust Sightings: AHS has formed an ad hoc committee including one representative from each region to 
help gather “rust sightings” and work with the Scientific Studies Committee.  Mark Carpenter of the 
San Antonio Daylily Society has agreed to serve on this committee.  More information will be 
forthcoming as available.  Thank you, Mark, for serving Region 6 and AHS. 
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By-Laws: As agreed at the Regional Meeting, our by-laws are reprinted in this newsletter.  They are 
also available from the Region 6 web site.  Please note: Although AHS by-laws were amended to allow 
RVPs to serve two consecutive terms, Region 6 has not incorporated this change.  Although smaller 
regions may benefit from this option, the general consensus has been that Region 6 has enough talented 
and dedicated individuals that this should not apply here. 
 
Growing: I was enjoying reading a 1991 Region 6 Newsletter and noted that in addition to the RVP, we 
then had six officers, including the puzzle chairman.  Ten years later, we have twelve officers with one 
doubling-up at two positions and I expect one and likely two more will be added next year; almost all of 
these positions are “suggested” by AHS.  Our Region’s business keeps growing.  The Youth Fund has 
substantial “available funds.”  We’ve added four new Display Gardens.  The new Region 6 web site is 
growing and introduced electronic voting for the Popularity Poll this year.  I expect that it will allow 
voter participation to increase next year.  I will never again take for granted the seemingly simple 
functioning of our Region.  As I said at the Regional Meeting, if I have done anything clever, it was 
early on in surrounding myself with these Officers who are so very qualified to serve Region 6.  Several 
actually being over-qualified, they just do their jobs and do them extremely well.  Thank you to Bill, 
Binion, Barbara, Mary G., Ray, Mary H., Sue, Ann, Paula, Donna, Rich, Edgar, and Annie for your 
time, energy and expertise to make Region 6 function. 
 
Thank you to the clubs and individuals for your financial contributions, both directly and to the auction 
efforts.  Thanks to all of you who wrote club reports, articles, and supplied photos for the Newsletter, 
served on committees, hosted Regional Meetings, shared your gardens, worked the auctions and flower 
shows, and welcomed me repeatedly with such gracious hospitality to your meetings and gardens.  
Thanks to my enabler spouse for giving me a “soft place to fall” and for “driving Miss Jean.”  Yes, I 
can drive and yes, I have decided to keep him.  Most of all, Thanks for the honor of being your RVP.  It 
is a learning experience; it was not what I expected, it was much, much better than I expected, and I 
undoubtedly benefited more than the Region.  I know that you will give Sharon Umphress as RVP and 
Rich Rosen as AHS Director the same support and encouragement over the next two years; Region 6 is 
definitely in capable, dedicated hands. 
 
For those of you who ask, I still have a yard at the new place, not a garden, not yet.  It has occurred to 
me that I may be more drawn to the process of making a garden than actually having a finished one!  I 
leave you with this borrowed quote: “It is so agreeable to waddle about in one’s own paradise, knowing 
that thousands of others have better gardens with better thises and thats, and better grown too, and no 
weeds at all.  To know this and to grin as complacently as a terrier who just got into the deviled eggs, 
and to reflect that there is no garden in England or France I envy, and not one I’d swap for mine; this is 
the aim of gardening - not to make us complacent idiots, exactly, but to make us content and calm for a 
time, with sufficient energy (even after wars with nut grass) to feel an awestruck thanks to God that such 
happiness can exist.  For a few days, of course.” 
 
I look forward to seeing you in Albuquerque next year.  Remember that I will be singing!  Thanks again, 
and happy daylily gardening. 
 
……….jeanC 
 



From Your RPD 
Paula Payne 

 
Leon and I just returned from a trip to Hawaii.  No one need be envious 
of this trip.  In the first place it was not a pleasure trip.  It was a trip to 
determine how and when to bring Leon’s mother, who is ill, back over 
to the mainland and to Texas.  However, then the horrific nightmare in 
New York, Pennsylvania, and Washington, D.C. occurred and we were 
stuck on the big island of Hawaii where his mother is currently living.  I 
know there could have been worse places to have been stranded, but 
believe me, it’s really wonderful to be back home.  Ain’t no place like 
it! 
 
 
 

This will be my last message to you as your Regional Publicity Director.  I want to express my gratitude 
to all the club reporters who are still speaking to me in spite of any nagging on my part to remind them 
that the Newsletter deadline was approaching.  I’d like to thank all of the other folks who submitted 
articles, as well.  A special thank you is due to those of you who donated plants for our Popularity Poll 
prize drawings, this year as well as last year.  I know it offers a valid additional incentive to get that vote 
cast in time - just ask the winners!  I also want to take this opportunity to thank Jean for asking me to 
work with her during the past two years.  It has been a learning experience and mostly a joy and a 
privilege. 
 
As all of you know, one of my main responsibilities as RPD, is to tabulate the popularity poll ballots.  
You will find the results of this year’s balloting elsewhere in this newsletter.  Prior to actually doing this 
job, I guess I never realized how many people don’t vote for their favorite daylilies.  The events of this 
past week have made me realize how lucky we are as Americans to have the “right and privilege” to 
vote.  A vote for one’s personal favorite daylilies is not nearly as important as our right to vote for our 
elected officials, but it should still be considered our duty and responsibility.  I’m happy to say that we 
did manage an increase in participation from 17% last year to 21% this year.  I think it was partly due to 
the ease of voting by e-mail as well as online from our region’s web site.  This year, as last, we have 
drawn names from the lucky members submitting ballots for prizes.  The winners are Ray Houston of 
Lake Jackson - BELOVED DECEIVER, Salter 1996, donated by Nell and Harvey Shimek; Vera 
Peterson of Groves - ALAQUA, Stamile 1996, donated by Dick Johnson; Susan Elder of Albuquerque - 
CHRISTENING SPIRIT, Payne 1998, donated by Eddie Raye and Donald Andrews; Rozanne Tuffnell 
of Albuquerque - SOUTHERN CORAL, Stamile 2000, donated by Jean Consford; and Gwen 
Pennington of Southlake - TRIAL BY FIRE, Carr 1998, donated by Art and Nina Imperial.  
Congratulations to all! 
 
This last week has really been a trying time for the whole country.  It really makes one put things into 
perspective like never before.  Suddenly complaints about the weather, rust, rot, etc., all seem trivial in 
importance and even like we’re whining.  However, the garden still calls us, and thankfully it provides a 
place of comfort and consolation.  It is a place that a lot of us are drawn to in times of stress and anxiety.  
I’m so grateful that I have a garden to work in searching for that relief.  I know the rest of you will look 
for that same reprieve as our country seeks to heal and rebuild.  As our pilot said when we landed on the 
mainland after thanking us for flying on Delta Airlines, “God Bless America!”  Amen. 



Newsletter Co-Editors 
Ray & Mary Houston 

 
 
What a pleasant surprise!!  We are so honored to have been chosen as the 
recipients of the 2001 Region 6 Service Award.  The award was presented to us 
in Boston at the AHS National Convention.  Half way through Kay Day’s 
reading of the information about the award recipients, I realized she was talking 
about us.  My eyes instantly filled with tears and Mary had to lead me to the 
podium to receive the award because I could not see where I was going.  That 
could be a dangerous situation when you are a 300 pound 6’8” blind guy.  We 
wish to thank all of you who wrote letters recommending that we receive this 
award.  It has been our honor to serve AHS and Region 6. 
 

The AHS National Convention tour gardens in the Boston area were beautiful.  The convention was held 
in mid-July when our gardens in Texas and New Mexico are suffering from near 100 degree heat.  We 
felt sorry for those poor Bostonians who had to suffer through mid-80 degree temperatures during the 
Convention.  They were complaining about the heat and humidity and we were enjoying those mild 
temperatures. 
 
This will be our final newsletter as editors for Region 6.  It is time to let someone else enjoy editing and 
producing the Region 6 newsletters.  Sharon Umphress and her new slate of officers will be taking the 
helm on January 1, 2002. 
 
This issue of the newsletter showcases our Region 6 hybridizers efforts.  We have published color 
photos of daylilies from the hybridizing of Josie Bomar, Jack Carpenter, Mary Gage, Art Imperial, and 
Carolyn Mersiovsky.  We thank each of these hybridizers for providing color photos of their daylilies 
for this newsletter. 
 
We thank Jack Carpenter for providing us with his photo of TEXAS KALEIDOSCOPE for our first 
color cover.  This daylily has DISTINCTION!!! 
 
We hope you enjoy seeing these daylilies in color for this Fall newsletter.  We also hope the Region 6 
clubs will increase their support for the newsletter so that future Fall issues may continue to present the 
hybridizers efforts in this color format. 
 

Future Edna Lankart & Annie T. Giles Awards Competition 
 

 

Plants for 2003 Alvin Region 6 Meeting 
 

The Lone Star Daylily Society is hosting the Region 6 Meeting, May 15-17, 2003 
 

Hybridizers, please send your cultivars to: 
 

Edna Lankart Award Bed 
Leon and Donna French 
Route 1, Box 266 
Alvin, Texas 77511 

Annie T. Giles Award Bed 
Barney and Sandra Roberts 
1312 Wilderness Pines Drive 
Friendswood, Texas 77546 

 



Region 6 Popularity Poll 2001 
Paula Payne, RPD 

 
Cultivars Ranked by Number of Votes 

21% Regional Participation 
 

1 ELIZABETH SALTER (56 votes) 
2 WIND FRILLS (34 votes) 
3 IDA'S MAGIC (30 votes) 
4 WEDDING BAND (26 votes) 
5 STRAWBERRY CANDY (25 votes) 
6 JASON SALTER (23 votes) 
7 MAGIC CARPET RIDE (22 votes) 
8 ED BROWN (21 vote tie) 
 MOONLIT MASQUERADE 

9 PIRATE'S PATCH (20 votes) 
10 LACY MARIONETTE (19 vote tie) 

 MIDNIGHT MAGIC 
 
 

2002 Region 6 Officers 
from Sharon Umphress, RVP 2002-03 

 
RVP Sharon Umphress 
RPD Donna Peck 
Newsletter Editor Jim Petty 
Treasurer Judy Montgomery 
Secretary Marilyn Greenlee 
W. E. Monroe Endowment Fund Liaison Fred Rice 
Membership Bert & Louise Marcom 
Youth Liaison Sheri Jehlen 
Exhibition Judges Liaison Mary Gage 
Garden Judges Liaison Bill Ater 
Protocol Kay Day 
Webmaster/Historian Ray Houston 
Awards and Honors Art Imperial 

Sharon Umphress 
Sheri Jehlen 
Judy Montgomery 
Dr. Bob Frasier 

Bertie Ferris Youth Endowment Fund Board 

Judith Savely 
 
 
Newsletter Contributions (since the last newsletter) Amount
 
Gulf Coast Daylily Society $500 
 



Board Ramblings 
From Kay Day 

   
It is amazing that six years has passed so quickly.   Lots of things in AHS and my life have changed, and 
for the most part, for the better.  The long awaited AHS Checklist CD with all of the data for the 49,000+ 
registered cultivars is now a reality.  AHS now accepts credit cards for publication sales and 
membership fees.  All of Canada is integrated into the region directly south of each province or territory.  
Some long overdue updates to internal documents, most notably the Regional Officers Guidelines and 
the Board of Directors Handbook, have been made.  An updated and comprehensive reorganization to 
the Judging Daylilies Handbook will be completed by year-end.  An Unusual Form classification was 
recognized for registration and for exhibitions.  Two new awards - one for Patterned Daylilies and one 
for Unusual Forms were created.  Region 5, Georgia, donated a new convention award for double 
daylilies.  The two awards sponsored by Region 4 will now be sponsored by AHS, effective 2002.  The 
Garden Judges Workshops have more structure.  Two new sets of slides have been developed for use in 
2002 - one for Garden Judges Workshop 1 and the other for Exhibition Judges Clinic I. 
 
Oh yeah, a bunch of by law changes have been approved.  The International Secretary is no longer a 
staff position, but an appointed special committee chair.  We altered the audit process to save money on 
one hand and obtain a more comprehensive audit on the other (every three years).  The Life Membership 
fee was increased to $500, and a new dual life membership status was implemented.  Minor changes 
were made to the by law modification process. 
 
The AHS Staff, for the most part, is all new in the last six years.  Pat Mercer joined us as the Executive 
Secretary in October 1997.  Bob Brooks returned as our Treasurer in January 1998, this time as a staff 
member.  Jimmy Jordan took over Publication Sales in February 1999.  Gretchen Baxter was hired as 
our Registrar in March 1999.  After a couple of turnovers, Jim Brennan became our Daylily Journal 
Editor in December 2000.  With the layout assistance from Frances Gatlin, we continue to have a quality 
publication.  Tim Fehr, Webmaster since January 1998, became a staff member January 2000. 
 
Through all of this AHS has remained in strong financial condition.  The number of accredited flower 
shows has increased, as well as the number of registrations.  Daylilies are pictured monthly in most 
horticulture magazines. 
 
Even with these changes AHS remains the same in the good ways.  The cultivar is strong, friends are 
constant, and we eat well at meetings.   We complain about the popularity of STELLA DE ORO outside 
our daylily world.  We all spend more than we planned to each year on daylilies, and despite our 
promises, we eat too much at meetings.  Business meetings at National are too long, and we do not have 
enough time to visit with friends we only see once a year. 
 
In the future, I look forward to being a has-been so I can avoid the head table, eat more food, and attend 
less meetings.  I look forward to not feeling responsible for rust and a cure.  I welcome time in my own 
garden, although after 62 garden visits this year, I do want to start over.  Most of all I welcome the 
opportunity to visit with you in my garden. 
 
The last six years has been a blast.  Thank you for allowing me to serve AHS.  AHS and you will 
continue to be an important part of my life.  Come see  my garden this Spring. 
 
 



 

Ray & Mary Houston, 2001 Region 6 Service Award Winners 
by Jean Consford 

 
In Region 6, one plus one equals more than two.  For the third consecutive year, the Region 6 Service 
Award has been presented to a most-deserving couple.  Although both hold full-time jobs, Ray and 
Mary Houston have long contributed many, many hours of service to our Region. 
 
Both Ray and Mary are currently serving the Region as Co-editors of the Region 6 Newsletter.  Ray is a 
former RVP/Editor (1992-93), so this is his second term as Newsletter Editor and he contributed 
numerous articles for the Newsletter when he was not the Editor.  Ray promoted the approval of four 
AHS Display Gardens in Region 6 during his term as RVP.  He is also currently serving as Region 6 
Webmaster, and has done a superb job in building our new web site.  He served as President of the 
Brazosport Daylily Society in 1986. He served on the RVP Nominating Committee in 1998. 
 
Both Ray and Mary are Garden Judges, Exhibition Judges, and Exhibition Judges Instructors.  They are 
active participants in the Brazosport Daylily Society, where Mary is currently Program Chairman.  They 
opened their garden for Regional Meeting tours in 1987 and 1993.  They hosted the Annie T. Giles and 
Edna Lankart Awards Beds when their garden was on tour in 1993. 
 
Mary has served as Region 6 Secretary.  She was the Region’s first Exhibition Judges Liaison, and 
served two terms at that position.  Whether as an officer or not, Mary is always an avid advocate for 
Exhibition Judges, helping to set up clinics and encouraging more participation. 
 
Mary served as 1st Vice President of the Houston Area Daylily Society in 1991.  Mary currently serves 
on three AHS committees - Education, Exhibitions, and Exhibition Judges.  From 1992-98, she served 
as AHS Exhibition Judges and Clinics Chairman. 
 
In 1997, both Ray and Mary assisted in the revision of the Judging Daylilies Handbook and are currently 
assisting with revisions for the new Handbook which is to be released in the near future. 
 
It has been the good fortune of our Region to have these two working for us, both as dedicated, talented 
individuals and as a team.  Congratulations to Ray and Mary Houston on this well-deserved honor and 
on behalf of Region 6, thank you for your many contributions. 
 
 

People News - Inez Tarrant 
 
Inez Tarrant was in the hospital with blood clots in her leg.  Inez went into a nursing home primarily for 
complete bed rest on August 27, 2001, for a few weeks.  The blood clots have not been dissolving.  Inez 
is in good spirits and has been walking some with the help of a walker.  Inez thanks everyone for their 
cards, prayers, and phone calls. 
 
The address for the nursing home is: 
 
Plantation Health Care Center, Inc. 
204 Oak Drive 
Room 209 
Lake Jackson, TX 77566 
979-297-0425 
 



Pre-Historic Gardening in the Southwest: Anasazi Style 
by Bob Frasier 

 
In July 2002, as you journey to the Gardens of Nambẻ during your travels from the Albuquerque Region 
6 Meeting, you will pass, frequently unnoticed, natural elevations higher than the surrounding river 
bottoms (bosques) in the fertile northern Rio Grande Valley of New Mexico. 
 
In the early 1990s aerial photographic surveys of archaeological sites in northern New Mexico revealed 
single or multiple rectangular structures on these elevated areas, once thought to be dwellings.  
However, further archaeological investigation of these structures revealed early “dry gardens” of the 
pre-historic people or Anasazi (Ancient Ones).  Plant pollen, early garden tools, digging sticks, and 
other prehistoric farming implements were found on these sites. 
 
Dry farming was dependent not on the aid of irrigation water channels (acqueias) used to divert melting 
mountain snow to thirsty crops, but on frequently predictable Southwest July and August precipitation 
(monsoon weather).  Dry farming was the technique practiced in the eleventh to thirteenth centuries in 
which an excavated “waffle grid” was dug in a depression to collect natural rainfall, soaking the plants 
thoroughly.  These waffle gardens were rectangular excavated depressions roughly 12’ x 20’ which 
collected rainfall and were outlined with larger boulders and lined with smaller rocks, all of which acted 
like a stone mulch, holding enough of the daytime heat to ward off the evening frost.  The gardens were 
constructed on the southwest side of the elevation for maximum heat gain.  In addition, warm stones 
caused water vapor of the evening to precipitate on the under surface of the rock and helped accumulate 
precious water. 
 
Once planted, these were not tended gardens.  They were not watered or weeded, as they were only 
visited at intervals to collect the mature crop.  As the gardens were elevated from the surrounding Rio 
Grande Valley, this resulted in a distinct advantage by lengthening the frost-free growing season from 
60-90 days, simply because cold air being heavier, sinks and drains away.  Crops grown were various - 
beans, corn, squash, and cotton.  Thus, early man was able to produce seed corn, and even cotton for 
weaving garments and textiles.  The early Pueblo people introduced weaving to the Spanish settlers who 
in turn introduced sheep and wool for weaving from Spain.  Navajo rugs of wool were a very late 
introduction. Cotton is not produced in northern New Mexico today because of the short growing 
season.  Gardens today are located in the bosques and are subject to early frost thus limiting the growing 
season. 
 
Thousands of the elevated gardens have been discovered in northern New Mexico.  However, this form 
of gardening has been generally lost today.  By using what are now considered “modern solar” 
principles, early man ingeniously adapted his landscape with his perseverance, often through trial and 
error, and used his intellect to help make the land productive to feed his hungry stomach and to clothe 
his naked body. 
 

   
Natural elevation in northern New 
Mexico Rio Grande Valley containing 
several pre-historic garden sites.  These 
are elevated above the river bottom. 

Example of “waffle grid” showing two or 
three roughly rectangular gardens 
outlined by larger stones and filled with 
smaller mulching stones. 

The interior of a “waffle grid” showing 
small mulching stones, carried by baskets 
to the sites from surrounding river 
bottoms. 

 
 



Daylilies From the Viewpoint of a Newcomer’s Husband 
by Robert Green 

 
After you have been married to the same woman for 37 years, it’s a natural thing to accept any little 
changes that may occur in your life.  Changing your diet when she wants to lose weight, watching her 
favorite TV shows, and sometimes giving up seeing the ball game because it’s on at the same time 
something important to her is happening are only a few of these things.  However, within the past four 
years she has become very interested in daylilies.  I thought this was a very good interest and I 
encouraged her.  What I didn’t know was that this interest would soon change to a passion and her quest 
for more and better daylilies would soon engulf our yard and myself.  I even went way out of the way on 
our last vacation so that she could visit the daylily farms in Pennsylvania, and I was much the better for 
it because they were a sight to behold.  We returned from that trip with cut up plants in the back of the 
truck that I was questioning would ever grow again.  They did! 
 
Building a raised bed for daylilies was not an easy task.  After the first year, we discovered the dirt we 
used was the wrong kind.  Removing the dirt and getting the right kind was another job in itself.  Since 
then I have constructed three more raised beds.  No complaint about the work, I needed something to 
keep me occupied and I must admit that the place looks much better because of these flowers. 
 
Now, everyone has their passion.  You can tell by the way they look and act just what that interest might 
be.  A man who loves to fish might be wearing a shirt with a fish printed on it.  His truck might have a 
conservation sticker on the rear window.  A person who loves basketball might be wearing Nike shoes 
and the shirt.  So, how do you tell a person who loves daylilies?  They too could have a shirt, but if you 
look at their shoes and they have a little dirt on the sides and toe, that’s a clue.  If, in the Spring, you see 
a woman wearing pajamas, with a camera out in her garden at 7:30 a.m., that could sure be a clue. 
 
I know when our kids were small my wife took excellent care of them.  A sniffle in the night never went 
unattended.  Our kids are grown and gone, but she now has those special daylilies that need attention all 
the time.  Computers have entered the daylily enthusiast picture, too.  If I do not see her in the garden or 
kitchen and her favorite television show is not on, she is on that computer.  She has labeled every daylily 
in our garden and has many, keeping the progress of each one in her records.  I couldn’t read the label 
on one that I was showing my brother-in-law the other day, but when she walked up, she not only told 
him the name of the daylily but when she had received it, the hybridizer, how she got a terrific price on 
it, and that it was only the second year that this variety was around. 
 
If you read this and do not know 
daylilies, look at it from my 
perspective.  She could be drinking, 
selling drugs, or jumping out of 
airplanes on her birthday.  I know 
what she is doing and what she will 
be doing.  Oh, I forgot to say that I 
have requested daylilies be planted 
on my grave when I die.  I can rest 
assured she will be there every 
Spring and Summer to visit me. 
 
Hope you enjoyed my wife, Janice. 
 

 



Daylilies along the Turquoise Trail 
 

Region 6 Meeting 
 

Sponsored by the Albuquerque Daylily Society 
 

 
Sheraton Old Town Hotel, Albuquerque, New Mexico 

July 4-7, 2002 (July 8 optional) 
 
• Nine Tour Gardens Plus the Albuquerque Botanical Garden 
• Excellent Food - Terrific Silent Auction - Plant Auction - A Spectacular Raffle 
• Saturday Dinner at the University of New Mexico President’s Home 
 
Special Events 
 
• Daylily Flower Show at the Newly Renovated Albuquerque Garden Center 
• Harvey and Nell Shimek Hands On Artistic Arrangements Clinic 
• Dinner on the Top of the Sandia Mountains (Optional) to See the July 4th Fireworks - Getting There 

on the Longest Tramway in the World 
• Sunday Trip to Santa Fe (Optional) to See the Plaza and the New Gardens at the International Folk 

Museum 
 
More details and the registration form will be published in the 2002 Spring Newsletter 
For more details call Co-Chairmen Donna Peck 505-8670-0353 or Margo Murdock 505-822-9410 
 
 

 
Please plan on joining us in Albuquerque 2002! 

 

 
 

 



 

2002 Region 6 Auction 
Kay Day, Auction Chairman 

 
 
The majority of the operating funds for this newsletter and the other Region 6 expenses come from two 
sources, club donations and the annual auction.  IF, and that is a big IF, the regional auction is a huge net 
success,  the RVP does not have to beg the clubs for more money. 
 
In 2002, the regional meeting will be in Albuquerque, a great location, but for some of us a long way to 
travel.  Our bloom season is generally history by early July, so it is a great opportunity to see more 
daylilies blooming.  For those attending, you likely may not want a daylily to deal with in July.   If that 
is the case, we will insure the plant is shipped to you in the Fall.  Additionally, for the first time, we will 
guarantee that the plant is shipped to you.  If for any reason your purchase is not received, we will 
locate that cultivar and ship it to you. 
 
For those of you who have so generously donated in the past, we hope you will be able to assist the 
region again, with plants delivered to Albuquerque or with a card donation to be shipped in the Fall of 
2002.  Once again, we plan to have slides of each donation, but to do this we need to know the donation 
well in advance.  If your club wishes to donate money for us to order plants from our hybridizer friends 
(who are always generous), we will place an order in late May.  Please advise us of your donation 
information by May 15, 2002. 
 
Kay Day 
7003 Woodridge Drive 
Flower Mound, TX 75028-5873 
e-mail: kay.day@worldnet.att.net
817-430-1406 (voice and fax) 
 
For cultivar donations, the information we need is simple - the name of the cultivar, can you provide a 
slide, and will the donation be a plant or card.  We will look up the information on the new AHS 
Checklist CD.  A list of the donations will be provided at the start of the meeting.  For those of you 
unable to attend, please request a list from Kay Day (address above) by June 18, 2002.  You may send 
us your maximum bid.  The instructions will be on the list.  If your bid is the highest, the plant will be 
shipped to you. 
 
The Daylily Growers of Dallas club is proud to sponsor the 2002 Region 6 Auction. 
 

People News - W. D. “Chief” Everett 
 
W. D. Everett had open heart by-pass surgery several weeks ago.  He now resides in an assisted living 
facility in Lake Jackson.   Mary and I visited W. D. on September 9th.  Although he is weak physically, 
he is just as sharp witted as ever. 
 
The address for the assisted living facility is: 
 
Hearthstone 
206 Oak Drive 
Room 58 
Lake Jackson, TX 77566 
979-297-5577 
 

mailto:kay.day@worldnet.att.net


 

American Hemerocallis Society Region 6 By Laws 
 
 
Article I: NAME 
 
The name of this association is Region 6.  It is an affiliated member of the American Hemerocallis 
Society 
 

Article II: PURPOSE 
 
Region 6 is a non-profit organization whose purpose is to promote, encourage, and foster the 
development and improvement of the genus Hemerocallis, and public interest therein, by all suitable and 
appropriate means.  Region 6 is organized exclusively for educational purposes, including, for such 
purpose, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under section 
501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code or corresponding section of any future federal code. 
 
Article III: MEMBERS 
 
Section 1: By virtue of having paid dues to the American Hemerocallis Society, Inc., those members 

in good standing, residing in the states of Texas and New Mexico automatically become 
members of Region 6.  There are no separate Region 6 dues. 

 
Section 2: Each member shall receive the American Hemerocallis Society quarterly journals and the 

regional newsletter. 
 
Section 3: A member who resigns from the American Hemerocallis Society has automatically lost 

membership in Region 6. 
 
Article IV: OFFICERS 
 
Section 1: The regional officers are the Regional Vice President (RVP), Regional Publicity Director 

(RPD), Exhibition Judges Liaison, Garden Judges Liaison, Youth Liaison, Secretary, and 
Treasurer.  The RVP is the chief executive officer of Region 6.  Additional officers may be 
appointed by the RVP based upon the recommendation of AHS or the needs of the Region. 

 
Section 2: TERM OF OFFICE The Regional Vice President shall serve for two (2) calendar years 

and may not serve a third year except in case of emergency.  Any Region 6 RVP who has 
been out of office for two (2) years may be elected to serve another two-year term 

 
Section 3: At the beginning of the first year of their two (2) year term, the RVP shall appoint a 

nominating committee chairman for a three member RVP nominating committee 
responsible for the nomination of an RVP candidate to serve the region in the subsequent 
two (2) year term.  The other two members of the nominating committee shall be elected by 
a majority vote at the next regular Region 6 meeting.  No member of the nominating 
committee may serve on more than two consecutive nominating committees.  The 
committee shall report at the next annual business meeting.  Nominations may then be 
taken from the floor.  The members then vote for the succeeding RVP.  The name of the 
newly elected RVP must be presented to the American Hemerocallis Society Board at the 
Fall board meeting for ratification.  After ratification the RVP shall take office on January 
1 of the following year.  The RVP then appoints the Regional Publicity Director (RPD), 
Exhibition Judges Liaison, Garden Judges Liaison, Youth Liaison, Secretary, and Treasurer 
or other officers as recommended by the AHS Board or as needed by the Region. 

 



 

Section 4: The election of an AHS Director from the membership of Region 6, who shall serve a three 
(3) year term as a member of the American Hemerocallis Society Board of Directors shall 
take place by published ballot in the Fall newsletter prior to the election year or in 
accordance with the then current AHS By Laws provided that the membership of Region 6 
shall have the opportunity to vote at least three months prior to any term of office.  The 
election year is the year prior to the three year term.  The election ballots shall be returned 
to the chairperson of the nominating committee for tallying and certification. 

 
Article V: MEETINGS 
 
Section 1: An annual business meeting shall be held each year at any appropriate time and place as 

determined by the Regional Vice President.  Notice of the time and place of such meeting 
shall be given to each member at least thirty days in advance of such meeting.  A report of 
the meeting shall be made to the membership as soon as possible, and shall constitute due 
notice of thc actions taken and rulings made. 

 
Section 2: Special meetings of Region 6 may be called for by the Regional Vice President.  Notice of 

the time, place, and purpose of such meetings shall be given to the members not less than 
thirty days in advance. 

 
Section 3: All meetings shall be called and conducted in conformity with the rules prescribed by the 

regional officers.  Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised shall govern all meeting 
procedures not provided for in these by laws. 

 
Article VI: COMMITTEES 
 
The RVP shall appoint the chairmen to head all necessary standing committees.  These chairmen shall 
report to the Regional Vice President. 
 

Article VII: LIMITATIONS 
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, this organization shall not carry on any other 
activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by an organization exempt from federal income tax under 
section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax 
code, or (b) by an organization, contributions to which are deductible under section 170 (c) (2) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. 
 
Article VIII: DISSOLUTION 
 
Upon the dissolution of this association, the officers shall, after payment or making provision for the 
payment of all liabilities of Region 6, dispose of all the assets of Region 6 to the American Hemerocallis 
Society which is a 501 (c) (3) corporation, or to such a 501 (c) (3) organization organized and operated 
exclusively for educational purposes similar to those of the American Hemerocallis Society. 
 
Article IX: AMENDMENT OF BY LAWS 
 
These by laws may be amended at any regular meeting of Region 6 by a two-thirds vote, provided the 
amendment has been submitted in the newsletter published at least thirty days prior to the regular 
Region 6 meeting. 
 
 



Region 6 Hybridizers’ Showcase 
 

Carolyn Mersiovsky - La Grange, TX Art Imperial - Lake Jackson, TX 

  
 DAD’S REAL BABY 

 
Josie Bomar - Center, TX 

  
AFTER THE DAWN MOUNT HERMAN GIANT 

 
Jack Carpenter - Center, TX 

  
O1P 111D O1P 68T 

 
 



Jack Carpenter - Center, TX 

  
OOP1T - Double red and yellow edged 
combination 

01P 3T - Pre-registered HOW BEAUTIFUL 
HEAVEN MUST BE  4-way branching, 35-45 
buds, evergreen.  Blooming in May, new scapes 
forming in August 

 

 

01P 67T - Rich raspberry edge 01P 127D - One of my goals over the last five 
years has been to work for better edges on diploids 

 
Mary Gage - Spring, TX 

 
COLOR ME HAPPY (2000) – Extremely weather resistant 

 

 



The Intimate Garden 
by Col. Michael M. Conrad 

 
I was 55 when I retired from the United 
States Air Force.  With the help of many 
members of the San Antonio Daylily 
Society I started growing daylilies.  Being 
young and sprightly I built large daylily 
beds of various designs with pathways, 
statues, and sundials.  These were very 
pretty but as I aged, these big beds 
became difficult to work and still are.  
Thank goodness, I am fortunate enough to 
have some help.  After I turned 65, all 
new daylily beds were built no wider than 
six feet.  The beds are of various lengths, 
some curved, and all raised a foot above 
ground level.  I could sit anywhere along 
the length of these skinny beds, either 
side, and reach in three feet to do 
whatever needed to be done.  This 
arrangement worked well for me until I 
became an octogenarian.  Infirmities crept 
up on me as they seem to do to most of us 
that live long enough.  What gardening I 
did do was supervisory and not very 
gratifying. 
 

The devastating drought of 2000 hit south Texas as a dome of high pressure hung over us day after day 
and the temperature rose as high as 111 degrees.  The Edward’s Aquifer shrank rapidly.  This is the only 
source of potable water for San Antonio and the surrounding area.  Many watering restrictions were 
imposed by the various agencies and authorities.  The price of water went up which was also a deterrent.  
My August water bill was $1300 and that was comparatively low.  It was obvious that large St. 
Augustine lawns were no longer tenable.  Large scale gardens, even with built in drip systems, were 
about to be a thing of the past.  Faced with these dismal facts and knowing that the situation would only 
worsen as San Antonio continues to grow, I started looking for alternative ways to satisfy my gardening 
addiction. 
 
Y2K, remember Y2K?  This was an exercise in preparedness which is something that we should think 
about more than we do.  “Be prepared” is the Boy Scouts’ solemn creed.  I had some barrels in which 
we stored Y2K water.  Since these were excess to our immediate need, we sawed these plastic 55 gallon 
syrup barrels in half, drilled drainage holes in the bottoms, connected all half barrels to one water source 
with a check valve and PVC pipe, filled them with dirt, and planted 200 daylilies.  I have a presentation 
on how we put this project together - how, what, where, and when with illustrations if anyone is 
interested. 
 
I started out with this barrel project to save water and money, enough so that I could continue to grow a 
thousand or so cultivars.  As the first 200 daylilies planted in the barrels began to flourish and bloom this 
past April-June, the project became more than a water conservation exercise.  I recognized the value this 
garden concept could be for the handicapped.  It is exciting to know that for not much money, $25 or 

 



less, anyone in a wheelchair or a scooter could have a two barrel kitchen or flower garden.  This concept 
could be expanded.  Our garden is under construction for a total of 275 barrels. 
 
I am nearly 84 years old and I have all sorts of maladies that seem to accompany aging.  It certainly is 
true that youth is wasted on the young.  One of my problems is not being able to walk very well.  I ride a 
scooter in and out of the house.  I ride this thing everywhere - in the grocery store, doctor’s office, or it 
occurred to me the other day, to my barrel gardens.  I scooter out among my barrels and never have I 
been more intimate with my plants.  It is a totally new experience and one that I believe more 
handicapped people might consider. 
 
Years ago my wife and I were visiting the Melon Art Gallery in Washington.  As we went from one 
exhibit to another we noticed an attractive young woman in a wheel chair looking at the various exhibits.  
As we were leaving the museum this young woman rolled up to the front desk, stood up, and said to the 
attendant “thank you very much” and walked out.  We commented at the time, “What a way to study 
paintings.”  Well, what a way to garden!  I can hardly wait to get out among and between my barrels 
every day, rain or shine. 
 
A few weeks ago, as I was scooting about the garden it hit me, this concept of gardening should and 
could be for any gardener, particularly a new daylily gardener.  There are many hypotheses on container 
gardening but I have not seen any that takes advantage of the plastic barrels available any place soft 
drink syrup is shipped. 
 
I have experienced an intimacy 
with my plants that I have 
never had before.  This 
relationship began with close 
observation and inspection of 
each plant, every day.  Soon, I 
realized it was more than 
inspection, it was the pure 
pleasure of visiting old friends 
on such an intimate basis. 

 

 
I was stationed in Washington, 
D.C., some years ago without 
my loved ones and no pets.  It 
was a dreary time.  I started a 
sweet potato growing in a vase 
of water and gravel.  I talked to 
that sweet potato every day.  
The only trouble was the darn 
plant talked back and never 
shut-up!  I think this new 
intimacy is better. 
 
So!  There you have it.  The philosophy of the intimate garden. 
 



 

Why Do New Daylilies Cost So Much? 
by Mark Carpenter 

 
The above question is one often asked not only by novice daylily enthusiasts but well-seasoned ones, as 
well.  Why in the world would someone pay $150 for a new introduction?  How can the hybridizer ask 
so much for it?  Why not wait a few years until it is priced lower?  All of these are valid questions, and 
the following is an attempt to answer them. 
 
I thought I would share my opinions on the above title, mainly for newbies to the daylily world.  The 
following is just my opinion, of course, and therefore worth only that which you feel it is worth!  I’m 
sure there are factors I’ve left out.  My hope was not to be all inclusive, but rather to offer information to 
our new friends in the daylily world.  I hope this does clear up a bit, the intricacies of pricing new 
introductions. 
 
First, price is determined by market conditions.  It takes four to five years to have enough of a new 
cultivar to introduce it to the general public.  At that time the hybridizer may have 60-100 fans of the 
cultivar.  If the daylily is in tremendous demand, brought about by those who have seen it in the garden, 
heard of it through others who have seen it in the garden, or perhaps they have seen a picture of it on a 
web site, then there may exist a very large pool of people who want that daylily the day it is introduced.  
If that pool of folks totals 200, and you have only 60 fans to introduce, then what should the price be?  
Quite simply, the price will be determined by the amount of money 60 of those 200 people are willing to 
pay.  If, for example, all 200 will pay $75, but only 50 will pay $150 for it, then the hybridizer will 
probably set the introduction price at $150, leaving 10 fans over, knowing they can be used to increase 
stock for the next sale season, usually Fall or Spring.  Remember, the hybridizers at the huge daylily 
farms must recoup all the money THEY have spent on fertilizer, water, soil amendments, sprays, and 
labor for four years of work for each introduction.  In addition, those introductions must also recoup the 
hybridizer’s investments on all of the above mentioned costs for the 10-25,000 seedlings grown each 
year that NEVER make it to introduction.  Over four year’s time, that amount of composted seedlings 
may total 120,000 plants!  That’s a lot of cash to be out! 
 
Now, who are these people that will pay $100-150 or more for a new introduction?  This group usually 
has only two sub-categories, hybridizers and collectors.  Hybridizers want EVERY breakthrough daylily 
they can get because they can immediately put a new and exciting genetic pool into their breeding lines, 
saving them literally years of work to get to that same point.  Their hope is that they can then use those 
new genetics to vastly improve their own seedlings, hopefully leading to a new introduction for them in 
the future.  The second group is the collectors, and they exist in every society in the world.  These are 
the folks who always want to have the latest, newest, brightest, biggest, most beautiful daylilies in their 
garden FIRST!  They love to show off their new beauties to the world, but more than that, they love to 
wake to these genetic marvels and stare lovingly at them on a daily basis.  They are interested in quality, 
not quantity.  Many of them do no hybridizing whatsoever, while other collectors may dab pollen on 
occasion. 
 
Lastly, why do prices go down so much in just a few years?  Again, it goes back to supply and demand.  
If a hybridizer sells 60 of a brand new introduction across the country, and of those 60, 40 go to folks 
who resell daylilies, then in just two years there may be 120-160 of that same cultivar for sale.  Since 
more of it is now for sale, and the avid collectors have already purchased it, demand is no longer as high 
for that given cultivar.  Hence, the price drops until it reaches a whole new class of buyer, the collectors 
with the Mercedes taste and the Taurus budget (that would be me! LOL!). 
 
One thing I know for certain.  No matter whether it is a daylily or droppings from a Tyrannosaurus Rex, 
it is only worth that which one is willing to pay for it! 
 



The “Real Reasons” New Daylilies Cost So Much 
by Karen “Boog” Burgoyne 

 
The pricing of daylilies has come up recently, and it appears as though I probably should have visited 
this point more thoroughly in my guide to hybridizing for newbies.  Gasp!  How could this have passed 
me by.  Well, most likely I was too embroiled in the seductive qualities of my future seedling’s ability to 
create the perfect cultivar every time, and it’s near immortal tendencies to withstand any and all crud 
you threw at it. 
 
Well, it’s time to give a blow by blow mission statement on how to price that seedling you are sure is 
going to up-end the daylily world.  First of all, when pricing the seedling, one must consider what all 
went into having that seedling come about.  What I am going to describe and detail are the finer points 
of Southern hybridizing, the things you won’t read in books approved by the AHS.  First off, there are 
no finer points.  There are a lot of points, but not in any stretch of the imagination are they fine.  When 
one hybridizes in the South, one gets up way too early to be anything but rude to the rest of the world.  
Most of the time you are running outside to beat the heat and you end up with your precious coffee 
slopped all over the front of you.  There goes your shirt, your temper, and all clear-headed, well-
thought-out crosses for the first hour of pollen dusting.  As you cuss the coffee on your shirt and try to at 
least salvage some of it by sucking on your shirt, you usually manage to 
walk through at least one well-placed, HUMONGOUS spider web, with 
resident spider from Mars squarely in the middle but now residing on 
your forehead.  Your shirt drops out of your mouth as you screamcuss, 
(that is one word, I just made it up.  It fits though, I promise!), jump up, 
twist around, slap yourself silly, and cuss some more as you just 
decorated your forehead with spider guts.  You tripped over something 
that might have moved, but you can’t see it cause your eyes are glued 
shut with spider webs which also had the squooshed spider plastered to 
your forehead.  You just know it’s still alive cause you felt a leg move.  You just fell on your hiney 
(cusswords removed here to protect innocent eyes), and all that frozen pollen you saved from last year is 
now spread across your lovely collection of dying daffodil leaves.  Whatever moved down at your legs 
is now slithering across your sneaker.  You can’t remove the spider web.  Is this a fire ant bed I’ve 
landed on?  Y’all that introduction just entered the $150 price range. 
 
Okay, so finally you get up, wipe off the spider webs, spider guts, and several dozen fire ants, 
discovering what was moving at your feet was your cat who appears to be highly amused, and you enter 
the garden.  You have no thawed frozen pollen left.  That’s in the daffodil leaves and only God knows 
what is hiding in those leaves.  You sure aren’t going to join God in that knowledge, if you have a 
semblance of brains, even without coffee.  So, you will have to collect pollen from today’s delightsome 
blooming daylilies, not a one of which you planned on using for today’s crosses.  This totally screws up 
all those long Winter nights you spent pouring over the checklists, curled up safe and sound with your 
hot cocoa, and non-spider web adorned hair.  This point does not escape you either, but diligently you 
go on, and find not a single grain of pollen is available, yes it’s that ol' Viagra moment for the anthers, 
they just aren’t up to it yet, sorry, open for it yet.  Even in the South we have this happen, but we know 
what to do.  Well, just pull ‘em off anyway...HAH!  Some of us have razor sharp thumbnail sides that 
can open an anther quicker than a moccasin can strike.  Some of us don’t, so we squish the thing open.  
Some of us do it the right way - go inside, drop the anther on a paper plate, label what it is, and put it 
under lights for a time to be determined by how hot it is already and what time it was when you brushed 
off the last fire ant.  Most of us go for the thumbnail method, which usually means you have to go get 
another anther, because the spider is still on your brain and your coordination is not what it’s supposed 
to be. 

 



 

 
Believe it or not, the rest of the hybridizing for the day goes pretty much like it does in the North - 
swatting skeeters, losing pollen, flowers that take fifteen hours to open, losing pollen trying to force 
anthers open, swatting flies sent personally to you by Satan himself, losing more pollen, and forgetting 
which anther is in the left corner of your mouth.  You write what you think it is on the tag, which by the 
way you dropped 19 times losing more pollen, which means your entire long cross of AVANT GUARD 
x BELOVED DECEIVER is actually AVANT GUARD x MEPHISwhatever. 
 
The whole time you are going about this pleasant hobby, your legs are doing this weird tingling thing 
and IT’S moving upwards into the nether parts of your body.  You occasionally wonder at this, and then 
you are done.  It’s 10:00 a.m.  You are exhausted and coffee depleted.  You think you have managed to 
impregnate 300 or so flowers this morning, and you are in a state of bliss not visited since your wedding 
night.  Then it rains.  Ohhh Boyyy, does it rain.  How many languages can you cuss in???  I can cuss in 
five, so far, plus the three I made up just this year.  So, you go inside.  The price of that new introduction 
just rose to $175, for aggravation purposes. 
 
Remember that crawling sensation on your legs, oh, you don’t?  Well, you will vividly remember 
wondering about it.  Before you sucked coffee off your shirt did you, as you stumbled to the garden, 
remember to dust yourself down in a cloud of Sulphur or spray yourself all over in Eau de Off???  No?  
You didn’t???  Well, hey, guess what?  You are now the vacation spot for the very trendiest chiggers of 
all of North America.  The price of that cultivar, that eventually will bring you the Lennington Award - 
$350.  Somebody has to pay for that CHIGGER x CALAMINE LOTION cross, and the abrasion laser 
plastic surgery that you had to have to remove the scars from your legs from scratching and scratching 
and scratching 3000 chigger bites, that ruined your marriage for at least a week, but I’m not going to go 
into why. 
 

Communication - The Key to a Growing Region 6 
E-mail Addresses 

 
Would you like to have your e-mail address published in the Region 6 Newsletter and on the Region 6 
Web Site?  Let us know by sending e-mail to: ahsregion6@computron.net 
Name e-mail Address Name e-mail Address 
Alexander, Grace grace@tstar.net Hester, Cecil daylily@moment.net
Amerson, Binion aba@daylilies.com Houston, Ray & Mary krhouston@computron.net
Blackburn, Pat fatpatb@home.com Jackson, Sue hartlily@txucom.net
Carpenter, Mark mcarpenter2@satx.rr.com Jarvis, Bill daylily@houston.rr.com
Castlebury, Bobby & Aileen casdaylily@paristexas.net Johnson, Dick rjohn1@ev1.net
Chang, Barbara chang44@worldnet.att.net Marks, Ann famarks@aol.com
Chumley, Don & Sara don_sara@sprynet.com McNutt, Jeanne jeanne@vzinet.com
Conrad, Michael mconrad@satx.rr.com Neal, Catherine j4neal@aol.com
Consford, Jean jeancons@hotmail.com Nelson, Mable mabenelson@aol.com
Day, Kay kay.day@worldnet.att.net Orgeron, Gene & Nancy dr_orgeron@yahoo.com
Eaves, Kevin kevin@dominet.com Payne, Leon & Paula payne@hal-pc.org
Farar, Boyd befarar@aol.com Peck, Donna dpeck@unm.edu
French, Leon & Donna frenchds@prodigy.net Rice, Fred & Norma farice@worldnet.att.net
Gage, Mary & Eddie m.b.gage@worldnet.att.net Rosen, Rich rhrosen@swbell.net
Goza, Warren & Ruth wgoza@swbell.net Sheffield, Cary caryshef@swbell.net
Greenlee, Marilyn greenleema@aol.com Shimek, Nell & Harvey neshimek@hal-pc.org
Griffin, Dick & Dana griffindjrj@aol.com Tarrant, Edgar etarrant@swbell.net
 
 



Railroad Spike Markers in the 
Daylily Garden 

 

by Col. Michael M. Conrad 
 
The San Antonio Daylily Society is to plant railroad 
spikes in the San Antonio Botanical Gardens’ Daylily 
Garden this Fall.  No, they haven’t lost their minds.  
In viewing this beautiful daylily garden the public 
has, from time to time, knocked over or misplaced a 
number of plant markers, particularly along the 
borders. This is a problem as there are a large number 
of daylily varieties and once a plant’s marker is lost it 
becomes very difficult to re-identify.  Each cultivar is 
identified with a three digit code, for example - D23. 
 
A large number of very used railroad spikes had 

become available to the daylily club.  The club decided these would make good permanent markers for 
the daylily garden plants.  The head of each spike was sprayed with white rust-resistant paint.  The plant 
number was then written on the head of each spike with a Super Sharpie permanent marker.  The spike 
was then dipped in polyurethane finish.  Several methods were tried, this one worked best. 
 
It was recognized that the numbers on the 
heads of the spikes would fade away in 
time, even underground.  To insure that 
each spike retained the appointed number, 
a tool steel numbering set was utilized to 
hammer the permanent ID into each spike 
shank. 
 
As soon as the weather cools off a bit, a 
group from the club will descend on the 
Botanical Garden Daylily Garden and will 
pound the railroad spikes into the ground 
next to each daylily. 
 
Nice source of iron, too. 
 
 
 

 



Daylily Rust, AHS Daylily Dictionary Rust Definition, & the Joe 
E. House Fund 

Cindy Johnson, AHS Scientific Committee Chairman 
 
 
Daylily rust caused by the fungus Puccinia hemerocallidis has been a hot topic in our world of daylilies. 
The rust was first identified on the variety PARDON ME in Georgia in August 2000. Daylily rust has 
also been identified in Alabama, California, Florida, Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, South Carolina, 
and Tennessee. Symptoms on the foliage range from bright yellow spots to smaller, water-soaked tan 
spots with darker borders. 
 
Thanks to the AHS team that publishes our AHS Daylily Dictionary, the Dictionary on our AHS internet 
site now includes rust information: 
 
http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/daylily_rust.html
 
This is a positive step in identifying rust. Be assured, more is being done. The research of Dr. Jean L. 
Williams-Woodward from the University of Georgia will hopefully provide more information in the 
coming months. An article with more information is slated for the Fall 2001 Daylily Journal. 
 
The following are other sites with information on rust: 
 
Daylily Rust Pest Alert. 2001; National Plant Board 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/npb/daylily.html
 
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs 
http://doacs.state.fl.us/~pi/enpp/pathology/daylily-rust.html
 
The AHS Scientific Studies Committee has the Joe E. House Fund that provides funding for scientific 
studies. This fund is woefully inadequate to fund further study on rust or other scientific studies. Our 
plea to each region is to donate to the Joe E. House Fund. This will enable us to support daylily research. 
If you want to specify the type of research for your donation, please do so. At this time, the need is to 
fund studies on rust to find out the environment required for infection of daylilies and to determine 
which fungicides will provide the best control. As the American Hemerocallis Society, I believe we are 
obligated to find the answers. 
 
 

 

 

http://www.daylilies.org/ahs_dictionary/daylily_rust.html
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/npb/daylily.html
http://doacs.state.fl.us/~pi/enpp/pathology/daylily-rust.html


Lessons From Geese 
submitted by Jean Consford, author unknown 

 
 
How smart are we?  Compared with what and with whom?  Take geese, for starters, just plain geese.  
What can we learn from them?  A great deal if we are to believe a little message printed and reprinted 
many times with no author given.  It has a strong ring of truth and offers many solid lessons for life.  See 
if you agree: 
 
Fact 1: As each goose flaps its wings, it creates an “uplift” for the birds that follow.  By flying in a V 

formation, the whole flock adds 71% greater flying range than if each bird flew alone. 
 
Lesson: People who share a common direction and sense of community can get where they are going 

quicker and easier because they are traveling on the thrust of one another. 
 
Fact 2: When a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag and resistance of flying alone.  

It quickly moves back into formation to take advantage of the lifting power of the bird 
immediately in front of it. 

 
Lesson: If we have as much sense as a goose, we stay in formation with those headed where we want 

to go.  We are willing to accept their help and give our help to others. 
 
Fact 3: When the lead goose tires, it rotates back into the formation and another goose flies to the 

point position. 
 
Lesson: It pays to take turns doing the hard tasks and sharing leadership.  As with geese, people are 

interdependent on each other’s skills, capabilities, and unique arrangement of gifts, talents, or 
resources. 

 
Fact 4: The geese flying in formation honk to encourage those up front to keep up their speed. 
 
Lesson: We need to make sure our honking is encouraging.  In groups where there is encouragement, 

the production is much greater.  The power of encouragement (to stand by one’s heart of core 
values and encourage the heart and core of others) is the quality of honking we seek. 

 
Fact 5: When a goose gets sick, wounded, or shot down, two geese drop out of formation and follow 

it down to help and protect it.  They stay with it until it dies or is able to fly again.  Then, they 
launch out with another formation or catch up with the flock. 

 
Lesson: If we have as much sense as geese, we will stand by each other in difficult times as well as 

when we are strong. 
 
Can we honestly say we are as smart as a goose? 
 
 

 



Daylily Crossword Puzzle Answers 
Barbara Chang 

(Answers from the Region 6 Popularity Poll winners) 
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DOWN: 
 
1. “With this ring, I thee 

wed…” 
2. Large ruffled, golden 

daylily named for a male 
friend. 

3. A fruit-flavored sweet. 
4. What happens when the 

clock strikes 12. 
5. When she left, she said, “I 

_ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _.” 
6. A large rose blend, name 

for a girl. 
7. A one-eyed sailor might 

wear one. 
8. A recent Stout winner, 

named for a famous 
hybridizer. 

9. Highly-prized in Asian 
museum collections. 

10. She lost her sheep (in 
Missouri). 

11. His favorite holiday was 
Halloween. 

 
 

ACROSS: 
 
1. Recent Lenington Award winner, named for a hybridizer’s son. 
2. A spidery pink on the top ten list in Region 6 for longer than any other daylily. 
3. A pink Stout winner and perennial favorite, named for a woman. 
4. Lavender with a purple halo. 
5. An enticing daylily. 
6. Fall in western North Carolina and eastern Tennessee. 
7. Last name of John Lennon’s wife. 
8. A pink Munson named for another hybridizer. 
9. Abundant feature of the eastern part of Region 6. 
10. Enchantment by Munson’s mother. 
11. The opposite of looking dull. 
12. A Brothers Grimm story in pale rose. 
13. A dress made of fancy fabric. 
 

 



Region 6 AHS Display Gardens 
The Aerie Col. & Mrs. Michael M. Conrad, 106 Cliffside Dr. 

San Antonio, TX 78231-1509 (210) 492-1114 
Amerson Daylily Garden Binion Amerson, 13339 Castleton Circle 

Dallas, TX 75234-5111 (972) 241-1726 
Andrews Garden Donald & Eddie Raye Andrews, 415 Walnut 

Waller, TX 77484-0167 (936) 931-3846 
Barnee’s Gardens Jean & Kathy Barnhart, RT 10, Box 2010 

Nacogdoches, TX 75961-9438 (936) 564-2920 
Blue Mound Garden Barbara & Nolanne Chang, 13608 Apache Plume Place NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87111-8036 (505) 858-2516 
Bluecorn Daylily Gardens Alan & Rozanne Tuffnell, 2112 Bluecorn Maiden Ct. N.E. 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87112 (505) 298-8992 (by appointment) 
Edna Lankart Memorial Display Garden Tyler Municipal Rose Garden, 420 S. Rose Park Drive 

Tyler, TX 75701 Contact - Sharon Umphress (903) 565-4051 
Gardens of Nambe Bob Frasier & John Occelli, 21 Arroyo Nambe 

Santa Fe, NM 87501(505) 455-3318 
Mail To: PO Box 2156, Espanola, NM 87532 

Hillcrest Iris and Daylily Gardens Hooker & Bonnie Nichols, 3365 Northaven Rd. 
Dallas, TX 75229-2545 H (214) 352-2191, W (214) 286-3636 

Hurst Park Daylily Garden Mabel Matthews, 405 Crosstimber Dr. 
Hurst, TX 76053-1404 (817) 268-5189 

Imperial Gardens Art & Nina Imperial, 33 Lake Road (P. O. Box 1397) 
Lake Jackson, TX 77566 (979) 239-7757 (by appointment) 

Overby’s Garden Leon & Martha Overby, 32235 Divot Dr. 
Waller, TX 77484-0011 (936) 372-5729 

Payne’s in the Grass Daylily Farm Leon & Paula Payne, 2137 Melanie Lane 
Pearland, TX 77581-8025 (281) 485-3821 

Pine Branch Daylily Garden Bobby & Aileen Castlebury, Rt. 1, Box 93 
Brookston, TX 75421-9717 (903) 785-0206 

Pinehurst Gardens David Brown & Dennis Davis, Old Hwy. 90 
Orange TX, 77630 
Mail to: PO Box 459, Orange TX 77631-0459 (409) 883-5351 

Shimek’s Gardens Harvey & Nell Shimek, RT 1, Box 267, County Rd. 237 
Alvin, TX 77511-9308 (281) 331-4395 

 
Blue Mound Garden - Barbara & Nolanne Chang 

 
The Changs’ Blue Mound Garden is 
situated in the high desert environment of 
Albuquerque.  With an elevation of 6200 
ft., it is one of the highest in the country.  
Dr. Barbara and Nolanne Chang (mother 
and daughter) select and tend the daylilies 
and other perennials with the help of 
husband/father, Joseph.  Peak bloom 
season is from mid-June to late July.  The 
best times to visit are early morning and 
evening.  The garden features mountain 
and desert views and the daylilies of the 
Joiners, Stamiles, Dan Trimmer, and 
many other hybridizers. 
 
 

 



 

RREEGGIIOONN  66  CCLLUUBB  RREEPPOORRTTSS  
 
ALBUQUERQUE DAYLILY SOCIETY 
Anna Mulkey 
 
Summer arrived as we all expected it would, 
and the nomad instincts surfaced in the 
membership.  Our President, Margo Murdock, 
had planned two successive Saturday trips in 
June to various members’ gardens, six gardens 
in all, at homes not on the usual visiting list.  
This put great stress on the hosts of most of the 
gardens mentioned.  However, gardening does 
not weaken the resolve to conquer bad weather, 
wind, hail, snow, etc.  We’ve all tackled that 
stuff. 
 
Barbara Shapiro’s garden was a lovely mixture 
of plants willing to share their spaces with 
daylilies.  Mimi Glover proved it was possible 
to have daylilies and very active dogs all sharing 
the same backyard.  An assortment of tennis 
balls, and of course, the President’s House at the 
University of New Mexico with it’s various 
beds of daylilies, are lovely to see.  It was at this 
final stop on our first tour day that Jim Petty and 
Ed Davis gave us two short talks.  Jim spoke on 
the care and comfort of daylilies.  Ed spoke on 
“Tea, Crumpets and Daylilies,” the name of our 
daylily show.  He reminded us all that daylilies 
are just as vane as a Hollywood starlet, and do 
their best when they look their best,  so “groom 
carefully.” 
 
The second Saturday tour took us to a large 
potted daylily garden, which is an attempt to cut 
down on the use of water in Albuquerque’s 
sparse water climate and still have good blooms.  
Next, Caroline and Mike Kittridge used 
daylilies to brighten their pool area.  They also 
garden in extensive beds behind closed fence 
doors (a moment for raised eyebrows).  What I 
mean, of course, is that they were all pretty 
bloomers.  Our final destination was Fay 
Detry’s lovely garden where we held our final 
meeting before our daylily show.  Her vibrant 
daylilies underscored a lively meeting and 
another pep talk for our show. 
 

Our show was held on July 1st at the Albuquerque 
Garden Center.  Ed Davis had stepped in at the last 
minute to take over the chairmanship of Kathryn 
Neely’s carefully planned show.  Connie Elmore and 
Kathryn had worked hard on the staging plans, and 
everything went smoothly.  The memorial display of 
the many scapes from Kathryn’s garden, brought in 
and arranged by Suzanne Andrego and Connie, was a 
centerpiece of loveliness. 
 
Winners were as follows: 
 
Best Large & Best in Show 
TRAHLYTA - Donna Peck 
Best Small 
SUGAR COOKIE - Rozanne Tuffnell 
Best Miniature 
LITTLE PLEASURE - Barbara Chang 
Unusual Form 
DUTCH WINDMILL - Linda Kellerup 
Best Double 
IDEAL AFFAIR - Walter Wood 
Best Spider 
MISS JESSIE - Linda Kellerup 
Youth - Nolanne Chang 
Sweepstakes - Barbara Chang 
 
The show was well attended.  The line outside the 
Garden Center once again showed us all the interest 
in this most appealing flower is continuing to grow in 
Albuquerque.  Our actual count fell apart as the 
people pressed in to the show.  Visitors came, 
lingered, and asked questions, such nice flattering 
behavior.  We all beamed. 
 
This year our club decided we would combine sales 
with the Native Plant Society.  Donna Peck and Linda 
Kellerup were in charge.  They ordered extra plants, 
and we all dug from our gardens, as usual.  The 
Native Plant people used the very large Garden 
Center Room, and we of the Daylily Society, used a 
separate room.  Who had time to check the big room?  
Selling was brisk at our end. 
 

“Brisk” has been the watchword for this Summer.  
Where has it gone?  Our climate is cooling already in 
the high desert country.  It is almost time for us to say 
“adios daylily amigos, see you in 2002, for the 
Regional!” 



 

AUSTIN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY 
Louise & Bert Marcom 
 
On August 2nd, the Austin Hemerocallis Society 
held its first meeting after our Summer break.  
We heard a most interesting program by Craig 
Nazor of the Austin Cactus and Succulent 
Society.  He presented a fascinating and 
informative program with slides introducing all 
sorts of cacti and succulents.  He demonstrated 
how they could make very complementary 
companion plants to daylilies.  Craig noted that 
cacti occur in nature almost exclusively in North 
and South America.  He distinguished between 
cacti, which store water in their stems, and 
succulents, which store water in their roots, 
stems, and leaves.  Craig’s slides illustrated 
numerous cacti, and members of the agave, 
yucca, and cycad families, as well as many other 
succulents.  These plants may be obtained at the 
annual show and sale of the Austin Cactus and 
Succulent Society on Labor Day weekend (in 
Zilker Gardens).  They are also available at 
Peckerwood Gardens in Hempstead. 
 
President Suzanne Adair reported receiving 
many compliments (notes, letters, appreciative 
comments, etc.), regarding the Regional 
Meeting.  She expressed thanks to all members, 
but particularly to Rich Rosen and Bill Ater, 
meeting co-chairmen, and Mary Anne Ater, 
registrar.  A complete financial report will be 
available at the September meeting. 
 
Suzanne also presented for viewing a bronze 
plaque indicating the club’s sponsorship of the 
Zilker Daylily Garden.  The plaque will be 
permanently mounted on the bench in the 
Daylily Garden. 
 
The club has two major events upcoming in 
October.  Our club daylily auction will take 
place at the October 4th meeting.  Our annual 
sale of daylilies during Herbfest will occur on 
Saturday, October 6th. 
 
In the meantime, the major task for most of us is 
trying to keep things alive through the Summer 
heat.  At this time (August 19th), Austin has had 
temperatures of 100 degrees or more for 33 of 
the last 40 days.  This too shall pass, but may it 
be quickly! 

BRAZOSPORT DAYLILY SOCIETY 
Nancy Hackney 
 
It seems to be feast or famine or perhaps the other 
way around during the Summers here in the Coastal 
Bend.  Last Summer we worried about the drought.   
This Summer has been wet, very wet.  From the 
deluge brought by tropical storm Allison to a rainy 
Labor Day weekend, it has been hot, wet, and muggy.  
I think I almost prefer the drought.  A cool front is 
supposed to be on the way and not a moment too 
soon. 
 
Lately the overwhelming concern of our members has 
been daylily rust.  Where has it appeared?  How much 
damage does it do?  Can it be controlled?  How do we 
keep it out of our gardens?  Eddie Raye Andrews has 
done a great job of distributing the information 
available, but so far there just isn't much known for 
sure.  Worry about the new pest led our members to 
cancel the club purchase plan and the Fall plant sale 
for this year. 
 
Our June meeting is usually held in a member's 
garden but was canceled as the gardens were too wet 
to enjoy.  Slides of the Regional Meeting tour gardens 
were presented at the July meeting. 
 
In August, we were visited by Jay and Judy Farquhar.  
The Farquhars presented a delightful slide show of 
old favorites and new introductions from their garden.  
Michael Brown gave a presentation on Photography 
at the September meeting. 
 
We are very proud that the Region 6 Service Award 
was presented to Brazosport members, Ray and Mary 
Houston. 
 
CYPRESS CREEK DAYLILY CLUB 
Catherine Neal 
 
The Cypress Creek Daylily Club held its daylily 
flower show on Mother’s Day and took a vacation 
after that. 
 
The club will hold its September 23rd meeting at the 
Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Garden meeting 
room, 22306 Aldine-Westfield Road, Humble, Texas.  
The program will be a viewing of the Region 6 
Meeting tour gardens in the Austin area and the 
National Convention tour gardens in the Boston area. 



 

We will have a surprise speaker for the October 
meeting. 
 
Our club does not meet in the month of 
November.  We reserve this time for family and 
Thanksgiving. 
 
In December we will have our annual Christmas 
party. 
 
In January 2002, our new officers will take 
office and the club will be off to a new year. 
 
Mercer has been restoring the gardens and 
cleaning out all the washed in matter from the 
flood that hit Houston and surrounding areas.  
Mercer is located on the Houston side of 
Cypress Creek. 
 
DAYLILY GROWERS OF DALLAS  
Binion Amerson 
 
The Daylily Growers of Dallas club has great 
plans for Fall 2001.  We also have a number of 
new members, and we have lots of activities for 
all to enjoy. 
 
On September 22nd, Bob Carr will speak to the 
club on “The Awesome Hybridizing Program of 
Humble Bob Carr.” 
 
October is very busy.  October 6th is the date set 
for our Fall Daylily Sale at North Haven 
Gardens.  October 20th is the date for the club’s 
first Daylily Bingo.  The weekend of October 
26-27, the club will host the AHS Fall 2001 
Board of Director’s Meeting to be held at the 
Harvey Hotel in Irving.  There will be a private 
dinner for Board members on October 26th.  
Everyone is invited to a barbecue dinner at Kay 
Day’s home in Flower Mound on October 27th. 
 

GULF COAST DAYLILY SOCIETY 
Mary Gage 
 
After the big flush of bloom in May and June we 
usually spend the rest of the Summer months pulling 
weeds, gathering seed pods, and watering, watering, 
watering.  This Summer has been a bit different for 
some of us and better than last year.  We have not had 
the prolonged sessions of 100 plus degree days, as we 
often do, and we have generally had more rain.  
Because of this our repeat scapes have continued 
longer than usual.  With our membership living over 
such a wide area of Southeast Texas, we have seen 
both flooding and drought conditions.  Even as I write 
this it is raining heavily north of Houston. 
 
In August, we had our regular Garden Judges 
Workshop meeting at Dorothy’s Front Porch to 
review the bloom season and criteria in preparation 
for balloting.  We had a good turnout as usual.  Fun, 
food, friends, and flowers are magnets for daylily 
lovers. 
 
Last May, our club spent three days touring our local 
members’ gardens and selecting seedling winners for 
two trophies.  Marie Dattalo’s MD-2001 won the 
Fugua Trophy as the best seedling hybridized by a 
GCDS member.  Gene Orgeron’s PU-01-04 was the 
winner of the Silver Trophy.  The color for 2001 was 
lavender to purple. 
 
During our September meeting we elected new 
officers for 2002: 
 
President Jay Farquhar 
1st Vice President Don Weekley 
2nd Vice President Scott Warren 
Secretary Margie Dumesnil 
Treasurer Albert Faggard 
 
A workday is planned for October 18th at the home of 
Ann Marks in preparation for the October 20th plant 
sale.  Then on December 8th, we will have our annual 
Christmas meeting at the Groves Senior Citizen’s 
center with a potted daylily exchange. 
 
We regret the loss of one of our long time members, 
Velma Jordan, and send condolences to her family. 
 



 

HOUSTON AREA DAYLILY SOCIETY 
Anna Rosa Glidden 
 
Our bus wasn’t full but we had a good trip to 
DeRidder, Louisiana in June.  Some of our 
members had to cancel due to the flood in 
Houston, and we really missed them.  The 
Copenhavers and Farquhars were gracious 
hosts, and were very generous with their 
donations of bus and auction plants.  Thanks to 
C. J. Kopczynski for being such a good bus 
captain. 
 
In July, Heidi Sheesley from Treesearch Farms 
presented a very informative slide show on 
perennials and ornamental grasses. 
 
Four of our members attended the National 
Convention in Boston, enjoying the beautiful 
gardens.  It was nice to visit old friends.  At our 
regular meeting in September, our club will 
enjoy seeing the slides Mary Gage took there. 
 
In August, Mary Gage will be showing slides of 
the many different things you might find when 
you visit a garden.  A nominating committee for 
next year’s officers was formed, and we will 
elect officers next month.  We welcomed Nell 
Crandall back after her accident in May.  Plans 
are being made for our Fall daylily sale to be 
held at West Oaks Mall, October 6th, at 10:00 
a.m.  David Jacquith, our auction chairman, 
asked for donations of plants for our club 
auction to be held October 11th during our 
regular meeting at the garden center.  The public 
is invited to these two functions.  See you there! 
 
HOUSTON HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY 
Bonnie Hess 
 
Our flower show is history, now.  The flower 
show and plant sale were a complete success.  
Shortly after that event, we had what was called 
a 500-year flood.  Landscape timbers, mulch, 
and soil floated away.  Daylilies are tough 
though and they will recover.  While our house 
was being repaired, we went to Memphis to our 
Grandson’s wedding.  It was held in the 
Memphis Botanical Garden.  I got a chance to 
visit their daylily display garden.  It was 
beautiful and full of blooms on the 22nd of June! 

Our new season of meetings will be starting soon.  In 
September we will learn the “Basics of Growing and 
Propagating Tropical Hibiscus,” presented by Roz 
and Pat Merritt, President of the Lone Star Chapter of 
the American Hibiscus Society.  Our October meeting 
will be our annual auction.  An art exhibit will be held 
first.  Any pictures, artwork, needlework, etc. with a 
daylily as the subject will be shown. 
 
There will be no meeting in November. 
 
December will be our annual Christmas Party and the 
theme of the party this year will be the “Joys of 
Growing Daylilies.”  Members are asked to bring 
favorite snapshots to share. 
 
In January 2002, Richard Johnson will give a 
demonstration of tetraploid conversion at 7:00 p.m. 
outside of the meeting room. 
 
The Houston Hemerocallis Society will be 50 years 
old in September of 2003.  I just learned one of our 
long-time members, Elena Partida, died in December 
of complications from diabetes.  She used to light up 
the room and will be sorely missed. 
 
LONE STAR DAYLILY SOCIETY 
Betty Shirley 
 
We are saddened to report the relocation of Danny 
and Deborah Neuman to Charlotte, North Carolina.  
We miss them terribly, but we know there is a lucky 
club somewhere in North Carolina that will welcome 
such a dedicated couple with open arms into their 
midst.  We wish them all the best.  The one thing they 
assured us of is that they do not miss our weather 
(heat and humidity).  We are looking forward to 
having them come back to visit us.  We have also 
been reminded, that their daylilies are happy with 
their new climate. 
 
Our June program included garden tours of club 
members’ gardens.  It was quite successful, with good 
participation by numerous members.  The gardens 
were gorgeous and in full bloom.  Thanks to those 
people who worked so hard to make this possible.  A 
big THANK YOU to Barney Roberts who put 
together an electronic photo album of highlights of 
the tour, which all of us enjoyed, especially those of 
us who were unable to participate.  We appreciate 
Barney keeping us posted during the devastation of 



 

that unfriendly storm, Allison.  A few of our 
members did suffer damage from the rising 
water.  Most of us got by with only minimal 
losses. 
 
Our July attendance was decreased somewhat, 
due to the National Convention, which was held 
in Boston this year.  Our club was well 
represented, with several of our members 
attending.  A very interesting slide program was 
presented by Warren Goza, “Award Winning 
Daylilies.” 
 
Our guest speaker for our August meeting, was 
the well-known Mary Houston, who presented a 
very informative, and educational program with 
a fun game pertaining to the history of AHS. 
 
Andy Hrametz, our horticultural reporter, 
continues to keep us updated on the problem of 
daylily rust. 
 
LUFKIN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY 
Reba Garrison 
 
We did not have our regular meetings in June, 
July, or August.  This does not mean that we 
stopped working after our May 2nd meeting.  On 
May 30th, our Plant Sale Committee, along with 
several members, purchased and brought plants 
to the home of Evelyn and Max Barley.  The 
following day most of our members gathered to 
prepare them for the upcoming sale.  Those of 
you who have annual plant sales know all about 
this and realize it is not an easy task.  After the 
plants were separated, tagged, and priced, they 
were taken to Susan’s Dance Studio at Gaslight 
Square, to be displayed for the sale, bright and 
early Saturday, June 2nd.  The sale was to begin 
at 8:00 a.m. but people were there early and 
eager to start their search for favorite colors, 
heights, etc.  We were sold out before 10:00 and 
consider this one of our best sales, ever.  After 
this, we realized it was time for a rest from 
daylilies and were glad that we were not going 
to meet the for Summer months. 
 
A very special thanks goes to Christine 
Diamond of the Lufkin Daily News for the 
wonderful stories about daylilies and the 
interview with Linda and Bobby Leonard.  The 

pictures taken in their garden and shown along with 
the article made it very inviting to become more 
involved with this wonderful flower. 
 
Our next meeting will be on September 4th at 2:00 
p.m. in the TXU meeting room.  We will have reports 
from the Regional Meeting and the AHS National 
Convention.  We will also elect a nominating 
committee to select officers for the coming year.  
Even though it is still hot and humid I feel that we are 
ready to start planning for what we must do in the 
Fall in order to have beautiful blooms in the Spring. 
 
NACOGDOCHES DAYLILY SOCIETY 
Cyndi Ballew 
 
Our first meeting of the year was a somber one as it 
was the day of the New York terrorist tragedy.  Only 
a few members were present.  In lieu of a program we 
watched President Bush try to calm the people of 
America.  Seeing familiar faces and catching up on 
what we all did during the Summer (outside of 
weeding) was reassuring and cathartic. 
 
Plans for the coming year include keeping the pesky 
nut grass out of the daylily beds at the SFA 
Arboretum.  Our members were ever so diligent 
during the heat of Summer.  Hats off to them and 
keep up the good work. 
 
We plan to impose once again on Jean Consford to 
present another slide show in October.  She attended 
daylily conventions and took photos that would be 
extremely interesting to our group. 
 
New officers will be elected in November.  In the 
past, we’ve used the volunteer system to fill vacant 
positions, however, strong arm tactics may be in order 
this year.  Upon the announcement that it’s time for 
new officers a look around the room revealed blank 
stares and no eye contact - draw your own 
conclusions. 
 
Since this will more than likely be my last newsletter 
report, I’d like to take the opportunity to say it’s been 
fun and challenging.  Jean Consford has been most 
helpful to me by providing filler material when I was 
on the verge of making stuff up just to fill space.  
Thanks to you, Jean. 
 



 

NORTH TEXAS DAYLILY SOCIETY 
Gwen Pennington 
 
The North Texas Daylily Society toured three 
gardens in June.  They belonged to Kay Day, 
Shirlene & Gene Holt, and Diane & Tom Bevel.  
Each garden showed a strong flare for 
horticultural design using daylilies.  There were 
approximately 40 club members and guests 
participating in the tours, and we all came away 
with ideas for our own gardens.  The creative 
juices were flowing as Summer heat descended 
on North Texas. 
 
There were no official club meetings in June or 
July.  However, each year the NTDS has a 
“picnic” at one of the restaurants in the area (too 
hot for the real thing).  Forty-two members 
attended the dinner at the El Fenix in Grapevine.  
We had a wonderful social! 
 
The August meeting was a slide show presented 
by Kay Day.  Kay has acted as the club’s 
volunteer Program Chairman this year, and what 
a wonderful opportunity this has been for us to 
learn from her expertise and her experiences as 
National AHS President.  She brought a 
collection of slides from her various trips this 
Spring and Summer which showed a number of 
new hybridizers’ introductions and some older 
favorite daylilies.  North Texas has some 
distinct weather issues, and Kay identified 
daylilies which should do well in our soils and 
our weather.  Kay also discussed the continuing 
issues with the rust disease that has invaded us.  
We are better prepared now to identify the 
problem.  Additionally at the August meeting, a 
slate of candidates was nominated for the 2002 
club officers.  This slate will be presented to the 
club at the September meeting, and a formal 
vote will be conducted. 
 
NTDS is happy to announce that we have 
recruited 31 new members during the Daylily 
Show held the first week of June, and 3 more 
during the Summer months.  Our challenge is to 
increase their interest and participation in club 
activities. 
 
 

SAN ANTONIO DAYLILY SOCIETY 
Marilyn Greenlee 
 
While reading all the club news reports in the 
Summer 2001 Newsletter, I realized my glaring 
omission of the AHS rosette winners at our May 12th 
show.  They are: 
 
Best Large 
KATE CARPENTER - Dana Griffin  
Best Small 
FULL MOON MAGIC - Lori Potrykus  
Best Miniature  
LITTLE MISSY - Barry & Julie Shadrock  
Best Unusual Form  
WIND FRILLS - Alan Humphreys  
Best Double  
RACHEL MY LOVE - Dian Degnan  
Best Spider  
SLENDER LADY - Dana Griffin  
Best In Show  
FULL MOON MAGIC - Lori Potrykus  
Sweepstakes - Dana Griffin 
 
To avoid a conflict with Father’s Day, we held our 
June meeting on the fourth Sunday.  We viewed 
portions of Bobbie Baxter’s 2001 video, “Jack 
Carpenter & Other Great Texas Gardens.”  Included 
on the tape was the Imperial’s garden that had so 
impressed our members who attended the 2000 
Region 6 Meeting in Lake Jackson. 
 
At our July 22nd meeting, Alan Humphreys spoke on 
water conservation.  Alan shared his personal 
experience with xeriscaping, and the methods he 
practices to economically water his daylilies. 
 
On August 19th, we heard from Sandra Harper, 
President of The Water Garden Club of South Texas.  
Their monthly meetings are held at 1 p.m. on the 
second Saturday at the San Antonio Botanical Garden 
Carriage House.  Their website may be viewed at 
http://www.watergardeningsouthtx.org.  Sandy’s slide 
presentation  included a lot of practical information 
about building a pond garden. 
 
At our August meeting, we presented Colonel Mike 
Conrad with a certificate honoring him and his wife 
Mary for their many years of service to the club, and 
conferred upon them lifetime membership in SADS. 

 

http://www.watergardeningsouthtx.org/


 

Region 6 Daylily Clubs 
Albuquerque Daylily Society 
President - Margo Murdoch 
5601 Mariola Place NE, Albuquerque, NM  87111 
505-822-9410, murdock@swcp.com
Meetings: Mar-Apr, Jun-Aug, Oct 
9:30 a.m., Members Homes 

Houston Area Daylily Society 
President - Eddie Gage 
25150 Gosling, Spring, TX  77389-3225 
281-351-8827, m.b.gage@worldnet.att.net
Meetings: Monthly 
2nd Thursday, 10 a.m., Hermann Park Garden Center 

Austin Hemerocallis Society 
President - Suzanne Adair 
11519 Antigua, Austin, TX  78759 
512-256-6192 
Meetings: Apr-May, Aug-Dec 
1st Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Austin Area Garden Center 

Houston Hemerocallis Society 
President - Kevin Eaves 
611 Land Grant Dr, Richmond, TX 77469-2109 
281-239-0654, kevin@dominet.com
Meetings: Jan-May, Sep-Oct, 
4th Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Hermann Park Garden Center 

Brazosport Daylily Society 
President - Eddie Raye Andrews 
415 Walnut, Waller, TX 77484-0167 
936-931-3846, dera@pdq.net
Meetings: Monthly 
2nd Sunday, 2:30 p.m., Lake Jackson Library 

Johnson County Iris and Daylily Society 
President - Janice Green 
3332 CR 310, Cleburn, TX 76031-0733 
817-558-2283 
Meetings: Monthly 
2nd Saturday, 2 p.m. 
Johnson County Electric Cooperative, Cleburne 

Corpus Christi Daylily Society 
President - Boyd Farar 
4814 Lansdown Dr, Corpus Christi, TX  78411-2718 
361-991-7875, befarar@aol.com
Meetings: Feb-May, Oct-Nov 
2nd Sunday, 3 p.m., Corpus Christi Garden Center 

Lone Star Daylily Society 
President - Nell Shimek 
Rt. 1, Box 267, County Rd. 237, Alvin, TX  77511-9308 
281-331-4395, neshimek@hall-pc.org
Meetings: Monthly 
3rd Sunday, 2 p.m., Alvin Senior Citizen’s Building 

Cypress Creek Daylily Club 
President - Freda Guillot 
8914 Pine Lane, Magnolia, TX  77355-5519 
281-356-7636 
Meetings: Jan-Apr, Sept-Oct 
4th Sunday, 2 p.m., Mercer Arboretum 

Lufkin Hemerocallis Society 
President - Reba Garrison 
1302 Tom Temple Dr #302, Lufkin, TX  75904-5552 
409-634-2000, pgarrl@Icc.net
Meetings: Monthly, 
1st Tuesday, 2 p.m., T. U. Electric Meeting Room 

Daylily Growers of Dallas 
President - Eloise Koonce 
447 Crestover Circle, Richardson, TX 75080-2529 
214-231-3516, ekoonce2@airmail.net
Meetings: Jan-May, Sept-Nov 
3rd Saturday, 10 a.m., North Haven Gardens, Dallas 

Nacogdoches Daylily Society 
President - Pat Samares 
P.O. Box 22, Douglas, TX  75943-0022 
409-560-3484 
Meetings: Monthly 
2nd Tuesday, 7 p.m., Call 409-564-8296 for location 

East Texas Daylily Society 
President - Elizabeth Hoover 
11294 FM Rd. 3226, Arp, TX  75750-9535 
903-566-9702 
Meetings: Monthly 
2nd Sunday, 2 p.m., RTDC Room 108, Tyler 

North Texas Daylily Society - Fort Worth 
President - John Turrentine, Jr. 
2033 Avenue A, Grand Prairie, TX  75051-4506 
972-642-1043 
Meetings: Monthly 
3rd Thursday, 7:30 p.m., Fort Worth Botanic Center 

Golden Spread Daylily Society 
President - Doug Smith 
726 Lefors, Pampa, TX 79065-4824 
Meetings: Feb-Oct 
4th Sunday, 2 p.m., Amarillo Garden Center 

San Antonio Daylily Society 
President - Mark Carpenter 
8518 Chessington Drive, San Antonio, TX  78250 
210-523-0017 
Meetings: Monthly 
3rd Sunday, 2 p.m., San Antonio Botanical Gardens 

Gulf Coast Daylily Society 
President - Fred Rice 
5390 Fairview, Beaumont, TX  77705-6016 
409-838-1582, farice@worldnet.att.net
Meetings: Feb, Apr-May, Aug-Oct, Dec - Call for Details 
2nd Saturday 

 

PLEASE NOTIFY THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR WITH UPDATED CLUB INFORMATION 
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