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NOTES FROM THE RVP 
 

This is the most difficult commentary I have had to write - my last. In it, I 
am not going to look back to the past, but will instead concentrate on the 
future. 

 
There are great grounds for improvement in our favorite flower. This must 

be said, as much as we like it the way it performs for us now, too many 
weaknesses have been bred into it. Instead of "hybrid vigor" we are sometimes 
producing "hybrid weaknesses.” Remember those old daylilies that bloom 
unattended in vacant lots, by abandoned farm houses or along roadsides? 
Wouldn't it be great if some of our fine new hybrids were able to tolerate such 
conditions? Are our new daylilies ever tested in such an environment? When 
you visit a hybridizer who gives their seedlings the best of everything, such as 
unlimited watering, the finest fertilizer and soil additives, you must wonder how 
those cultivars will fare in the real world. 

 
Daylily shows are great. They are the best means we have of getting the 

daylily more exposure to the public. But why must all shows be held at mid-season? Both the early bloomers 
and the late bloomers deserve to be seen, too. Couldn't show times be staggered to allow some early shows 
and some late shows? Under the present arrangement, with one weekend in May being reserved for our 
Regional Meeting, there are too many competing shows on the weekends immediately before and after the 
Regional Meeting. The situation will be worse in 1992, with the National Convention in Shreveport in addition to 
the Regional Meeting competing for time on the schedule, and with local clubs being advised not to schedule 
on those two weekends. 

 
Are daylily people too polite? Very little negative or critical information about certain cultivars or lines is 

published in the Daylily Journal or in Regional Newsletters. It seems to me that established facts, even if of an 
unflattering nature, should be publicized, in order to protect the average grower. Who likes to buy a very 
expensive daylily, only to lose it to crown rot? In this regard, things may he changing. I can recall two recent 
articles "exposing" bad traits in certain lines. This has certainly created some controversy, but we should all 
know about these things. 

 
In this regard, the Brazosport Daylily Society has been conducting a poll among its members to list the 

cultivars which growers have lost to crown rot. I hope that the study, if it reveals definite trends, will be 
published for the benefit of all of us. 

 
Region 6 now has 51 Garden Judges, while our quota is 82. In some Regions, the entire quota is filled, and 

there are waiting lists. With the start of Garden Judges Workshops, I am sure we will greatly increase the 
number of our Garden Judges. Being a Garden Judge greatly enhances your knowledge and enjoyment of 
daylilies. The duties of a Judge are not burdensome, and the work is far outweighed by the rewards received. 

 
Everyone will get behind our new Regional Vice President and Editor to help Region 6 and the American 

Hemerocallis Society to become even stronger. We have many people who write well. We have top 
photographers. We have talented artists. We have hard workers. We have busy hybridizers. I can see nothing 
but great things in our future. 

 
I cannot close without a round of thanks. So many people have helped that they cannot all be mentioned 

by name. I must mention Mary Gage, our Regional Publicity Chairman; Mary Houston, Secretary; Margaret 
Jones, Treasurer; Pat Thornton, Awards and Honors Chairman and Garden Judges Liaison; and Ray John, 
Puzzle Chairman. I thank all the people who have written, drawn, photographed, and otherwise helped in the 
printing of the Newsletter, or who made monetary contributions. Thanks to my wife who was patient with me 
when I was entirely engrossed with this job. 
 



RPD'S MESSAGE 
By Mary Gage 
 

As my term as Region 6 RPD comes to a close, these observations I make 
will certainly not be new revelations but do bear repeating. I am proud of Region 
6 as a whole and of all the individual members who have worked so hard to 
bring about so much success - from local plant sales, flower shows, public 
plantings, and interesting programs to the great Regional Meetings and award 
winning Newsletter. The good word about daylilies is being spread. 

 
Thanks to the capable leadership of Dr. Eugene Orgeron, Region 6 won the 

award for the best Newsletter. Part of the credit goes to the many members who 
contributed their time, energy, and expertise to write informational, educational, 
and entertaining articles. Club reporters did an excellent job of bringing news of 
their club activities. 

 
Region 6 has many more talented people, of whom our leadership may not be aware, who have ideas 

worth sharing. This is true at the local level as well as Regional. So please do not wait to be asked but 
volunteer to fill the needs as you see them. With the continued support of our whole membership, our next 
RVP, Ray Houston, will keep Region 6 on the high road. 
 

FROM YOUR BOARD REPRESENTATIVE 
Betty Roberts 
 

How thrilled and proud I was to view the proceedings of the many awards presented to Region 6 members 
at the National Convention in Minnesota! It was wonderful that Nell Shimek, Virginia Henson, Eloise Koonce, 
and Gene Orgeron could be there to receive our congratulations. I just wish Rodger Croker and Mickey 
Sanders could have been there, too. We in Region 6 are VERY, VERY PROUD of your accomplishments, and 
we feel fortunate to have your expertise to draw upon. AND, EVEN MORE IMPORTANT, each of you is a 
delight to know. 
 
 
 
 

 

A new star is born . . . . . . . . 
 

We Welcome the New 
 

Lone Star Daylily Society 
 

To Region 6, American Hemerocallis Society 

 
 



Introducing our New RVP: Ray Houston 
 

THE STORY OF MY LIFE 
By Ray Houston 

 
I was born and raised in Carlsbad, New Mexico, and I am well acquainted with New Mexico "rain" 

which blows in brown clouds across the land. I am a fifth cousin of General Sam Houston. My 
grandfather and great grandfather were both named Sam Houston. At the height of 6' 8" I am the 
tallest person in my entire family as far back as anyone knows. When I moved to Texas from New 
Mexico, I started looking for those so called "tall Texans" only to find that in most circles I am "the tall 
Texan.” 

At an early age I learned to appreciate nature, having 
been born it seems with a natural curiosity concerning 
living things. Many times as a small child I would come 
into the house with a different insect in my hands. My 
mother even encouraged my curiosity. I read everything I 
could find concerning insects, animals, and plants. I even 
had a black widow spider for a pet for awhile. 

After graduation from high school, I attended college 
at the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology 
(better known as the New Mexico School of Mines) at 
Socorro, New Mexico, where I received my B.S. degree in 
chemistry in June, 1969. 

I worked for three years in Sweetwater, Texas, at the 
U.S. Gypsum Company Quality Control Lab where I 
tested Sheetrock®, plasters, and agricultural gypsum. 

In June, 1972, I began working with the Dow Chemical 
Company. I am currently working as a mass 
spectrometrist in Dow's Analytical and Engineering 
Sciences Department at Freeport, Texas. 

After nineteen years of living on the Gulf Coast, I have still not become acclimated to this "wet" 
rain. While still single, I bought my house on two acres of land in Lake Jackson, Texas. Two years 
later Mary and I married and we have been living here ever since. Previous occupants of the house 
had planted KWANSO in several locations around the property. I was particularly impressed with this 
daylily growing in one row 4' wide and 50' long. The only care I gave it was to mow it twice a year. 
That daylily just kept growing and blooming. 

One November Sunday in 1984, I saw a notice in the paper about a daylily auction to be held by 
the Brazosport Daylily Society. I convinced Mary we should check this out. I was really impressed 
with the variety of daylily colors and forms, having only knowledge of KWANSO. That Sunday I spent 
$60 for auction plants and joined the club, much to Mary's dismay. She could not believe I had spent 
that much money on some dead looking plants! If I wanted to go to those club meetings I could, but 
she was not going to waste her Sunday afternoon nap time with such foolishness. It wasn't long until 
she got the daylily bug, too. 

Having somewhat of an analytical mind, I started keeping records for each of the cultivars we 
have collected. At first this was done in a notebook and later transferred to my computer. I religiously 
keep track of the first bloom date and rebloom date for each cultivar and have collected 7 years of 
data on some of our older daylilies. We now grow approximately 300 daylily cultivars. 

I was President of the Brazosport Daylily Society in 1986 and have held several other club offices. 
Desiring to know as much as possible about daylilies, both Mary and I have become Senior Exhibition 
Judges and Garden Judges. We are actively trying to spread our love and knowledge of the daylily to 
other people. 



Extend a Welcoming Hand to our new Region 6 AHS members. We 
want them to know that they are all invited to participate in all of the activities of Region 6. 
  
Shirley J. Aguirre 
2505 Cherrytree LN SW 
Albuquerque, NM 87105 
 
Mary Allen 
Danny Allen 
P.O. Box 72327 
Corpus Christi, TX 78472 
 
Jane B. Allensworth 
3 Park Lane 
Galveston, TX 77551 
 
Frances M. Arnold 
341 Ridgebriar Dr. 
Richardson, TX 76080 
 
Travis Bigbee 
Dorothy Bigbee 
16315 Channing Way 
Houston, TX 77040 
 
Robert A. Butler 
300 E. 30th St #105 
Austin, TX 78705 
 
Joan Courtney 
3717 Cockrell Hill Rd. 
Dallas, TX 75236 
 
Robert Daugherty 
3078 Plaza Blanca 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
 
Connie I. Elmore 
5501 Calle Quieta NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87120 
  
Robert F. Francis 
3401 Cambridge 
Arlington, TX 76013 
 
  

Marilyn Garcia 
5804 Plaza Paseo NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87114 
 
Green Acres Nursery 
P.O. Box 202 
Gonzales, TX 78629 
 
Betty Henry 
Bob Henry 
Rt. 5, Box 312 A 
Livingston, TX 77351 
 
Paula Hewitt 
2189 B 37th St. 
Los Alamos, NM 87544 
 
Bill Holley 
2506 Garden Dr. 
Greenville, TX 75401 
 
Louis M. Jacobs, Jr. 
11306 Jamestown 
Houston, TX 77024 
 
Judy Kiefer 
Rt. 2, Box 5532 
Angleton, TX 77515 
 
Delores Lambert 
1403 Concord 
Richardson, TX 75401 
  
L. Louise Leonard 
3413 Chelwood RD NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87114 
 
Liz Logan 
P.O. Box 76 
Gonzales, TX 78629 
 

Viola Lord 
19900 Crosby East Gate 
Crosby, TX 77532 
 
Eugene C. Loring 
P.O. Box 4609 
Santa Fe, NM 87502-4609 
 
D. D. Marpe 
9323 Stockport 
Spring, TX 77379 
 
Richard Peck 
Donna Peck 
1901 Roma SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
 
Courtney Petty 
Jim Petty 
4609 Osuna Court NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
 
Betty M. Phelps 
106 Louise Ln. 
Athens, TX 75751 
 
Marian Shultz 
11404 Malaguena Ln. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 
  
Mary Traynor 
5478 Glen Lakes Dr. 
Dallas, TX 75231 

REGION SIX MEETINGS IN COMING YEARS  
 
1992 - Austin, Texas 
1993 - Lake Jackson, Texas 
1994 - Albuquerque, New Mexico 
1995 - Houston, Texas 

 
To Join The American Hemerocallis Society 

 
Write To: 

Elly Launius, Executive Secretary 
1454 Rebel Drive 

Jackson, MS 39211 



 

 

It's Region 6 in Austin in 1992 
 

The Austin Hemerocallis Society is hosting the Region 6 Meeting in Austin, May 29-30. 
Headquarters will be the DOUBLETREE HOTEL AUSTIN. 

 
A Regional Hemerocallis Show is the opening event on Friday and YOU ARE INVITED TO 

EXHIBIT in horticulture and design. Entries for the show will close at 10:45 a.m., Friday, May 29. The 
show will be open for viewing from 2-5 p.m. Friday. Note on your EARLY registration form that you 
need a show schedule. 

 
A hospitality room is planned for your enjoyment. 
 
Table sales begin at 12 noon - so think about the varieties that you will be contributing to the 

sales. It is great fun to go through the varieties that have been contributed and pick up some that you 
always wanted but couldn't find for sale. Everything sells! 

 
Bertie Ferris and Mary Gage will conduct all three of the Exhibition Judges Clinics. The first begins 

at 1 p.m. If you need the Judges Handbook, order from the American Hemerocallis Society now and 
begin studying. 

 
A Workshop for Garden Judges is scheduled. 
 
Following the Friday Night dinner, a slide show of your favorite cultivars will be shown - look 

through your slides to see which varieties you want to brag about. In the next issue we will tell you 
where to send your slides in advance of the Regional. 

 
Saturday begins with a seated breakfast at the hotel. Then we will board buses to visit gardens in 

the Austin area. We will stop at the Austin Area Garden Center for a catered luncheon and you will 
have time to visit the most popular tourist spot in Austin. 

 
It's back to the Doubletree to sell the unsold table sale plants and the Region 6 AUCTION of newly 

introduced and popular daylilies. (By the way, what are you bringing? Don't forget the auction is the 
way we raise funds to publish this Newsletter and all other Region 6 expenses). 

 
Saturday night is the Awards Banquet and Region 6 Business Meeting. 
 
About the headquarters - The DOUBLETREE AUSTIN is a 6-story, traditionally-styled Spanish 

Colonial featuring 350 luxurious guest rooms including 15 suites, each spaciously designed to provide 
maximum comfort and plenty of space to spread out or just relax. The Doubletree is located just North 
of US Highway 290 & IH-35. It is less than 10 minutes North of the Mueller Municipal Airport and 
downtown Austin. There are 3 major shopping malls within 5 minutes and a rooftop heliport is 
available. There is an outdoor pool, a Global Gym and sauna. 

 
Region 6 1991 Display Gardens 
 
Jean Barnhart, 106 N. Lanana Street, Nacogdoches, TX 75961, (409) 564-9999 
Harvey and Nell Shimek, Rt. 1, Box 267, County Road 237, Alvin, TX 77511, (713) 331-4395 
Winniford, Henson, Ferris, 7122-7124 Hazel Road, Dallas, TX 75225, (214) 363-9567 

Liaison: Mr. and Mrs. Ken Henson, 7124 Stefani Dr., Dallas, TX 75225  



 

 

REGION 6 AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY MEETING MAY 29-30, 1992 
 

HEADQUARTERS HOTEL: Doubletree Hotel Austin 
6505 IH-35 North 
Austin, Texas 78752 
Direct dial 512-454-3737 or 800-528-0444

 
Name(s) to be shown on the official badge(s): PLEASE PRINT. 
 
Name   Name   
 
Street Address   Street Address   
 
City, State, Zip   City, State, Zip   
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Will you attend Exhibition Judges Clinic?   1   2   3 
Will you attend Garden Judges Clinic?   
Will you exhibit in the Regional Daylily Show?   Horticulture   Design 
Entries close at 10:45 a.m. May 29, 1992 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Registration Fee: Includes Dinner Friday, Breakfast, Lunch & Banquet Saturday. 
Registration fee does not include hotel reservation. 

 
Upon receipt of Meeting registration, you will be sent information from which you may make hotel 
reservations directly. 
 

$70/person, if received on or before May 8 
$80/person, if received May 9-19 
$50/youth, (18 and younger) if received by May 8 
$55/youth, (18 and younger) if received May 9-19 

 
Mail Registration Form and Payment to: 

Alyne Fisher, Registrar 
9208 Springwood Drive 
Austin, Texas 78750 

 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: AUSTIN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

OFFICIAL HOTEL REGISTRATION FORM 
 
DOUBLETREE HOTEL AUSTIN AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY 
6505 IH-35 NORTH AUSTIN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY 
AUSTIN, TX 78752 REGION 6 
(512) 454-3737; FAX (512) 454-6915 May 29-30, 1992 
 
Name   Telephone:   /   /   
 
Address   City, State, Zip   
 
Will arrive   Deposit or credit card required for arrival after 6:00 p.m. 
 
Will depart  $69, 1 or 2 persons per room; $80, 3 or 4 persons per room; no charge for 

children under 18. 
Credit Card Name   Credit Card Number   
Type of card   Expiration Date   



 

 

TWO REGIONAL SERVICE 
AWARDS FOR REGION 6 

The contingent from Region 6 was thrilled at the 
Minneapolis National Convention when not one but 
two Regional Service Awards were given to 
members of our Region. It is very unusual for the 
award to be given to two people from the same 
Region in one year. 

The first name announced was that of Rodger 
Croker, of Llano, Texas. Unfortunately, Rodger was 
not present to hear the news in person. Rodger is 
one of our ex-RVPs and he has held many other 
officers as well. 

Next the name of Virginia Henson of Dallas was 
announced. Virginia served for several years as 
Region 6 Board Member, and she has done great 
work in the field of Exhibition Judging. As she was 
receiving her award, her husband, Ken, announced 
that this day was the day of their fiftieth wedding 
anniversary. What perfect timing! 

Our congratulations to Rodger and Virginia for 
this well-deserved honor. 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY AWARDS 
FOR NELL SHIMEK 

Nell Shimek has done it again! She has 
garnered more national photography awards. The 
1991 Robert Way Schlumpf Award for Landscape 
was won by Nell for a slide of Sarah Sikes' 
Windmill Gardens. Nell was also the first runner-up 
with a slide of the Creveling Garden. 

In addition, Nell was awarded the A. D. 
Roquemore Memorial Award for the best slide of a 
clump. Her winning entry was for TEXAS SHOGUN 
(J. Lewis). 

Congratulations, Nell 
 

NEWSLETTER AWARDS 
When the Newsletter awards were announced, 

Region 6 did very well, also. 
For the best article about a hybridizer, Eloise 

Koonce was the winner with her article about Ury 
Winniford in the Summer 1990 issue. 

The author of the best article about daylily 
culture was Mickey Sanders, Houston, for her 
article "How to Battle the Bugs Safely and Win,” 
from the Winter 1990 issue. 

In the category, most outstanding Newsletter, 
there was a tie for first place between Jean Swann, 
Region 5 Editor, (Georgia), and Region 6 Editor, 
Gene Orgeron. 

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATIONS 
At the National Convention, it was announced 

by the Registration Committee Chairman, David 
Riseman, that the cut-off date for registrations to be 
included in the 1991 supplement on registrations 
will be December 1, 1991. (The date had been 
listed as December 24 in the last supplement.) 

The reason for the change is to allow more time 
for the Registrar and Journal Editor to prepare 
registration information for a January mailing. 

Anyone wishing to have a new cultivar listed in 
the next supplement must send the registration in 
by the new date. 
 

AHS NATIONAL HISTORIAN 
The historian for the American Hemerocallis 

Society is Larry Harder, Box 547, Ponca, NE 
68770. He maintains a collection of old Journals, 
Newsletters, catalogs, pricelists, photographs, 
newspaper articles about daylilies, and other 
memorabilia. 

If you have anything that you think would be of 
historical interest to the organization, you can send 
it to him, or you can write to him to see whether or 
not he already has the item. If it is something with 
which you just can't bear to part, you can make a 
copy of it and send it along to him. 

Before discarding any old materials in which 
you are no longer interested, be sure to check with 
the historian. 
 

REGISTRATION FORMS 
A note from Bill Monroe, Registrar, reminds 

hybridizers that we are currently using registration 
forms which have out-dated information on them. 
The cost is presently $10.00 for a Reserve Name, 
Transfer of Name, or normal Registration of a 
name. The new fee went into effect January 1, 
1991. 

The cost for Registration Data Sheets is 10 
cents each, with a minimum order of 25 data 
sheets. 

All correspondence concerning registration 
should be sent to the new Registrar: 
 
W. C. Monroe 
7015 Chandler Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70808 
 



 

 

J. C. CANDIDATES 
Mickey Sanders, one of our Garden Judges, 

has made a very worthwhile suggestion. To help 
the judges evaluate seedlings which might be 
worthy of a Junior Citation, hybridizers would help 
the judges, and help themselves also, by clearly 
marking the seedlings they would like to be 
considered for this award. 
 
ETIQUETTE FOR EXHIBITION 
JUDGES 

Exhibition Judges, of course, should not solicit 
assignments for judging daylily shows. However, it 
was pointed out by Ken Cobb, Exhibition Judges 
and Clinics Chairman, that this does not apply to 
Junior Exhibition Judges. Since they must have 
judging experience in order to advance, it is 
permissible for them to request assignments. 

Show Chairmen should be sensitive to this 
special requirement and should offer the 
opportunity for those Junior Judges to gain 
experience. A good way to do this would be for 
neighboring clubs to work out some reciprocal 
arrangement to utilize these beginners. 
 
ADVANCEMENT OF 
EXHIBITION JUDGES 

Junior Exhibition Judges may advance to the 
status of Senior Judge when certain requirements 
are met. It is the responsibility of the Junior Judge 
themselves to see that the Chairman of the 
Exhibition Judges and Clinics Committee receives 
the proof of their having fulfilled the requirements. 
They cannot expect advancement unless this is 
done. 
 
REGION 6 MEMBERSHIP 

Region 6 now has 630 members. It ranks 
among the biggest Regions in terms of 
membership. 

(Did you ever wonder why there are no 
members from the states of Wisconsin, West 
Virginia, Alaska, or Wyoming? And there is only 
one member in the state of Nevada.) 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Isn't the mind a wonderful thing? It starts 

functioning the moment you get up in the morning 
and doesn't stop until you get to work.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

GREENWATCH  
The National Hardware Show in Chicago this 

year featured many environmental products and 
technologies. New environmentally friendly gadgets 
included such things as indoor recycling systems, 
water-saving faucets, biodegradable paint 
strippers, and paints, stains, and lawn chemicals. 

Pat Dolson, show manager, said: "America's 
growing environmental problems, such as the 
depletion of the ozone layer, landfill overcrowding, 
and toxic chemicals that are polluting our air and 
water have had a serious impact on the lawn and 
garden industry.” 

Products shown included composters built with 
lumber made from waste plastics, safer pesticides, 
organic fertilizers, recycling bins, biodegradable 
plastics and trash bags made from recycled plastic. 

Other products which are available are garden 
and park benches made from recycled plastic. 
 
NON-RENEWALS 

This year there were 66 Region 6 memberships 
which were not renewed; four of these have 
subsequently renewed. So far this year, we have 
gained 116 new members, leaving us with a net 
gain of 54 so far this year. 

If you know anyone who has failed to renew his 
membership, please invite them to rejoin. 
 
CLUB BULLETINS 

Two Region 6 daylily clubs issue monthly or 
periodic bulletins to their membership. This seems 
to be an excellent way to improve communication 
between members and to improve club attendance. 
 
NEWSLETTER MAILINGS 

For the Summer issue of the Newsletter, 825 
copies were ordered, and the printer gave us 10 
extra. 793 copies were mailed in the bulk mailing, 
20 were handed out personally, and 8 more were 
mailed out later to new members and to our 
overseas subscriber. 

It is very difficult to avoid errors. If you have a 
change of address, be sure to help out by letting 
the Editor know about it. With this many copies to 
be sent out, it is almost certain that some errors will 
be made, so please be patient.



 

 

Region 6 Popularity Poll - 1991 
 
 CULTIVAR TOTAL VOTES   
1. WILL RETURN 37 50. CABBAGE FLOWER 9 
2. TEXAS SUNLIGHT 36  CRANBERRY BABY 9 
 FAIRY TALE PINK 36  DOUBLE PINK TREASURE 9 
4. MIDNIGHT MAGIC 34  ED MURRAY 9 
5. WIND FRILLS 29  ENCHANTER'S SPELL 9 
6. BECKY LYNN 28  LITTLE ZINGER 9 
7. GRACEFUL EYE 27  POJO 9 
8. BEAUTIFUL DAYDREAM 24  SURPRISINGLY PINK 9 
9. JOAN SENIOR 23  YAZOO SOUFFLE 9 
10. BROCADED GOWN 21 59. ALEC ALLEN 8 
11. CONDILLA 19  BEST OF FRIENDS 8 
 PUMPKIN KID 19  BUTTERSCOTCH RUFFLES 8 
13. ELSIE SPALDING 18  CHRISTMAS IS 8 
 LOIS HALL 18  CLEOPATRA 8 
 MARTHA ADAMS 18  COUNTRY HONEY 8 
 MING PORCELAIN 18  FEMME FATALE 8 
 ONO 18  HARRY BARRAS 8 
18. BETTY WOODS 17  KINDLY LIGHT 8 
 BRIGHT EYED 17  LAKE NORMAN SUNSET 8 
 SEDUCTRESS 17  LITTLE ANNA ROSA 8 
21. LITTLE DEEKE 16  LITTLE KELLY JEAN 8 
 SMOKY MOUNTAIN AUTUMN 16  MAMBO MAID 8 
23. ENCHANTING BLESSING 15  ROSE EMILY 8 
 GOLDEN SCROLL 15  RUFFLED APRICOT 8 
 HIGHLAND LORD 15  SILOAM DOUBLE CLASSIC 8 
 JOLYENE NICHOLE 15  SILOAM VIRGINIA HENSON 8 
 RUSSIAN RHAPSODY 15  STELLA DE ORO 8 
 SILOAM BO PEEP 15 77. DOUBLE BLUEBERRY PIE 7 
29. SCARLET ORBIT 14  EIGHTEEN KARAT 7 
 SEDUCTOR 14  GRAND OPERA 7 
 TOUCHED BY MIDAS 14  JASON SALTER 7 
 TRUE GERTRUDE DEMAREST 14  KATE CARPENTER 7 
33. CHARLES JOHNSTON 13  LULLABY BABY 7 
 JEROME 13 83. APPLE TART 6 
 JOLLY LAD 13  APRICOT WAX 6 
 PANDORA'S BOX 13  BENCHMARK 6 
 PAPER BUTTERFLY 13  EASY NED 6 
38. BARBARA MITCHELL 12  ELLEN CHRISTINE 6 
 FRANK GLADNEY 12  GRAPE VELVET 6 
 WYNNSON 12  GREEN FLUTTER 6 
41. CATHERINE NEAL 11  JOSEPHINE MARINA 6 
 DIAMOND ROSE 11  MARY TODD 6 
 SLADE BROWN 11  MATT 6 
 SO EXCITED 11  OKLAHOMA KICKING BIRD 6 
45. CHARLIE PIERCE MEMORIAL 10  PINK SOUFFLE 6 
 CHORUS LINE 10  POCKET CHANGE 6 
 MORNING CHEERFULNESS 10  RED VOLUNTEER 6 
 SEBASTIAN 10  RUFFLED ORIGINAL 6 
 SPANISH MASQUERADE 10  SATAN'S CURLS 6 



 

 

 SHARK'S TOOTH 6  GRANDDAUGHTER BECKY LOU 4 
 SILOAM URY WINNIFORD 6  HUDSON VALLEY 4 
 SUPER DOUBLE DELIGHT 6  JANET GAYLE 4 
102. ANNIE GOLIGHTLY 5  KECIA 4 
 ATTRIBUTION 5  LEMON CREME PIE 4 
 AUNT GRACE 5  LITTLE BIG MAN 4 
 BY MYSELF 5  LITTLE BUSINESS 4 
 CAJUN GAMBLER 5  LITTLE GREENIE 4 
 DAN TAU 5  LITTLE WITCHING HOUR 4 
 DOUBLE BREAKTHROUGH 5  MIDNIGHT KISS 4 
 DOUBLE TOUR TIME 5  MONICA MARIE 4 
 FIREPOWER 5  MY BELLE 4 
 JOHN BIERMAN 5  PEACOCK MAIDEN 4 
 KELLY'S GIRL 5  PINK CIRCLE 4 
 LA CHARMANTE 5  PRINCE OF VENICE 4 
 LACY MARIONETTE 5  PURPLE STORM 4 
 MERLE KENT 5  ROSY SUNSET 4 
 NOTORIOUS FLING 5  ROYAL HERITAGE 4 
 PANACHE 5  RUFFLED IVORY 4 
 SABIE 5  SHIBUI SPLENDOR 4 
 SHOCKWAVE 5  SINGS THE BLUES 4 
 SILOAM MERLE KENT 5  SMALL PRIZE 4 
 SIMPLY PRETTY 5  SOUTHERN CHARMER 4 
 SUNSHINE MAGIC 5  STUDY IN SCARLET 4 
 THY TRUE LOVE 5  SUPER PURPLE 4 
 TIMELESS FIRE 5  SWEETER MUSIC 4 
 TOMATO SURPRISE 5  SWEET SENSATION 4 
 VINTAGE BORDEAUX 5  TINY GRIT 4 
 WHEN I DREAM 5 
128. ANTIQUE CAROUSEL 4 
 CALIFORNIA SUNSHINE 4 
 CAREFREE BEAUTY 4 
 CAT'S CRADLE 4 
 CHINESE CLOISONNE 4 
 CINNAMON BEAR 4 
 COTTON CLUB 4 
 DECATUR DICTATOR 4 
 EMILY EVERETT 4 
 ENON 4 
 EVENING BELL 4 
 FABULOUS PRIZE 4 
 FINE CHINA 4 
 FLIRTY EDNA 4 
 GENTLE SHEPHERD 4 
 GOLDEN CHEER 4 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
In this poll, 124 members of Region 6 cast ballots; last year there were 97 votes. This represents a 

very nice increase. 
In addition to the results listed above, 85 cultivars received 3 votes each, 200 cultivars received 2 

votes each, and 546 cultivars received 1 vote each. 
The work involved in tabulating these votes was enormous in amount and very tedious in nature.. We 

are indebted to Mary Gage, our RVP, for doing this job so well and promptly. 



 

 

We Know What We Like . . . . 
. . . . and we still like WILL RETURN. For the 
second year in a row, this Elsie Spalding cultivar 
has captured first place in the Region 6 Popularity 
Poll. FAIRY TALE PINK (Pierce) remains in second 
place, though now tied with TEXAS SUNLIGHT 
(Lewis), which has moved up from 9th place. JOAN 
SENIOR (Durio), number 9, is a new member of 
the top ten; last year it was tied for 32nd place. 
BETTY WOODS dropped from 6th place to a tie for 
18th. 

The most favored tetraploid was MIDNIGHT 
MAGIC (Kinnebrew), number 4. The top double 
was CONDILLA (Grooms), number 11. Tied for 
second, TEXAS SUNLIGHT was the favorite 
miniature. 

Cultivars which made great advances include 
LOIS HALL (I. Tarrant), BRIGHT EYED (Crowell), 
and HIGHLAND LORD (Munson). 

It is surprising to note that among the top 50 
choices, only 10 are tetraploids. 

In the top 50 favorites, all except three are from 
the hybridizing of Southern breeders. The 
exceptions are BROCADED GOWN, CONDILLA, 
and ED MURRAY. 

Last year there were 97 ballots, while this year 
there were 124. Let's hope that in subsequent 
years we will continue to have such increases. 
 

About That Endowment Fund 
We have all heard about the W. E. Monroe 

Endowment Fund, but do we really understand 
what it is and what it can do? 

The Endowment Fund was established several 
years ago, under President Selma Timmons. It was 
named to honor William E. Monroe, who was our 
Registrar for many years. At the time the fund was 
started, AHS was having financial troubles, and it 
was decided that this was one way to reach a 
sounder financial basis. 

Money given to the Endowment Fund will 
remain in the fund and cannot be removed for any 
reason. That means it cannot be used for current 
expenses of the American Hemerocallis Society or 
for any special project. Any money that you put into 
it will remain. The income from the fund, however, 
can be used, and this will free AHS from total 
dependence upon membership fees, the present 
major source of income. 

How will the income from this fund be used? It 
will be used for the benefit of the Society, in 
providing more operating funds; for instance, it 

could provide more color illustrations in the Daylily 
Journal. The size of the Society, now over 7,000 
members, is such that more salaried employees 
may be needed. At present the Society operates 
with only two paid employees, the Secretary and 
the Editor. All other work is done by unpaid 
volunteers. 

The present amount in the Endowment Fund is 
around $50,000, which will earn approximately 
$2,750 to $3,000 yearly at present interest rates, a 
very modest amount, when you consider that each 
issue of our Journal costs around $17,000 to print 
and $1,800 to mail. In order for it to make any sort 
of impact on the operation of the Society, the 
Endowment Fund must reach a total ten times as 
great as it is now. 

How can this amount be reached? Through the 
generosity of our members, primarily, unless some 
benevolent person should come forward. 

At our recent National Convention, David 
Kirchhoff, Chairman of the Endowment Committee, 
presented a novel approach: If each member gives 
ten cents a day for one year, the fund will reach the 
sum of $250,000 in one year and $500,000 in two 
years. 

We will be hearing more about the Endowment 
Fund, about how to increase it, and about how the 
income from it will benefit the Society. 

WE NEED HELP. If you wish to contribute to 
the W. E. Monroe Endowment Fund, you may send 
a donation. Your check should be made out to the 
W. E. Monroe Endowment Fund. Send it to: 
 
Elly Launius 
1454 Rebel Drive 
Jackson, MS 39211 
 

SEND IN THOSE COMPETITION 
PLANTS 
If you haven't already done so, send your plants for 
the competition beds for the 1992 Regional 
Meeting, now. Seedlings or registered but 
unintroduced cultivars for the Annie T. Giles and 
Edna Lankart competition beds should be sent 
immediately to Bill Ater, 3803 Greystone Drive, 
Austin, Texas 78731-1505. 
 
In order to have your plants well established for the 
1993 Regional Meeting competition in Lake 
Jackson, now is the time to send in those plants 
too. Send these to Ray Houston, 413 Forest Oaks 
Lane, Lake Jackson, Texas 77566.



 

 

 
The AHS Chairman of the Registration Committee, David A. Riseman, reports that new registration 
rules will go into effect on December 1, 1991. The changes will bring the AHS registration rules into 
closer compliance with the "International Code of Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants.” The same date
December 1, will be the closing date for registration of cultivars for 1991 and in subsequent years 
to allow for more time to prepare registration information for a January mailing. 
 

Rules for Naming Hemerocallis Cultivars 
 

1. These rules are effective December 1, 1991, and supersede all previous versions. 
2. A cultivar name may be in any recognized language, which will be the correct cultivar name, but it must 

be accompanied with an accurate transliteration or translation to English to facilitate checking that it has 
not been used before. Personal names should not be translated. 

3. A cultivar name must be a fancy name, that is, not a botanical name in Latin form. 
4. A new cultivar name should preferably consist of one or two words and must not consist of more than 

three words. An arbitrary sequence of letters, an abbreviation, or a numeral is counted as a word. 
5. New cultivar names in the following form should be avoided: 

a. Names composed of abbreviations, numerals, or arbitrary sequence of letters except as established 
custom in the country of origin. EXAMPLES: Not 'G. Creeland' but 'George Creeland'; not 'Mt. Kisco' 
but 'Mount Kisco'; not 'St. Trudy' but 'Saint Trudy'. 

b. Names containing an initial article, unless required by linguistic custom. EXAMPLES: Not as 'The 
Colonel' but 'Colonel'; not 'Rochelle' but 'La Rochelle'. 

c. Names containing forms of address, unless required by national custom. EXAMPLES: Fraulein, 
Herr, Mademoiselle, Miss, Mister, Monsieur, Senor, Senorita, and equivalents in other languages. 

d. Names consisting of, or containing, excessive long words, compound words, or phrases. 
EXAMPLES: 'Centenaire de Rozain-Boucharlat'; 'Diplomgartenbauinspektor'. 

e. Names exaggerating the merits of a cultivar or which may become inaccurate through the 
introduction of new cultivars. EXAMPLES: 'Earliest of All'; 'Largest Possible'; 'Most Ruffled'. 

f. Names that refer to some attribute common or likely to become common in a group of related 
cultivars; on the other hand, names which while referring to an attribute or attributes are 
nevertheless distinctive, are acceptable. EXAMPLES: Not 'Yellow' but 'Yellow Queen'; not 'Ruffled' 
but 'Ruffled Snowman'; not 'Crimson Double' but 'Crimson Bramley'. 

g. Names likely to be confused with existing names within the same or closely related class. 
EXAMPLES: 'Beatrice' and 'Beatrix'; 'Charmian' and 'Charmain'; 'Ellen', 'Helen', 'Helena', and 
'Helene'; 'Verner', 'Warner', and 'Warnaer'; 'Darwin' and 'Charles Darwin'; 'Elizabeth Jones', 'Beth 
Jones', 'Liz Jones', 'Mrs. Elizabeth Jones', and 'Florida Elizabeth Jones'; 'Daylight' and 'Daylite'; 
'Diamond Pink' and 'Pink Diamond'. 

h. Symbols, or other marks such as commas, periods, exclamation or question marks that are likely to 
be misplaced or omitted. Exceptions are apostrophes and hyphens which may be used in 
conformity with acceptable grammatical usage. 

i. The use of a surname of the originator or introducer as part of a name, unless such a name is 
better known as a noun or adjective. EXAMPLES: Robert Brown could register 'Brown Cow' not 
'Brown's Cow'. 

j. Names which would have an undesirable connotation, implication or in general do not uphold the 
dignity of the Society. 

k. The legal or professional name of a living person cannot be used without the written permission 
from that person. 

l. Coined words may be used as long as they are brand or station names of the hybridizer 
6. The registered name of a cultivar, which has neither been introduced or disseminated, may be once 

changed or once transferred to another cultivar upon application to and approval of the Registrar. 
  
 



 

 

COMMENTS ON NEW REGISTRATION RULES 
 

The old rules were last published in The Daylily Journal in June 1979 and reprinted in the 1985 
supplement listing new registrations. The new rules were published in the 1990 supplement but 
apparently were not implemented at that time. A comparison of the old and new rules shows these 
main differences: 

Rule No. 2 is new; it requires that, if the name is not in the English language, an accurate 
translation into English must be provided. Presumably, you could not use the name "Etoile d'Or' (Star 
of Gold) since the names 'Stella de Oro', 'Golden Star', and 'Star of Gold' have already been used. 

Rule No. 5.d, prohibiting the use of excessively long words, compound words or phrases, is also 
new. 

Rule No. 5.g, which is intended to end the use of names likely to be confused with existing names 
within the same or closely related cultivar class, is the rule which may cause the most change. 

As the rule is written, for example, if you should initiate a series of new cultivars with the first word 
'Searim', you could not use the name 'Searim Brocaded Gown' or 'Searim Elsie Spalding', since they 
could very easily be confused with 'Brocaded Gown' and 'Elsie Spalding'. Under the old rules, these 
names might have been approved, regardless of whether or not the cultivars equaled or resembled 
their namesakes. 

This rule, if enforced, has the potential of changing or ending some of these long 'prefix' series. 
The Word Check Program in the Registrar's computer determines the availability of names. It remains 
to be seen how this rule will be enforced. 
 
 
 
 

Dates to Remember 
 
December 1, 1991 Applications for appointment and for reappointment as Garden Judge 

must be returned to Regional Vice President by this date. 
 
December 1, 1991 Closing date for registration of cultivars for 1991. 
 
January 1, 1992 Deadline for payment of AHS dues for 1992. Failure to pay by this date 

may result in cancellation of appointment as Exhibition Judge or Garden 
Judge. 

 
May 29 -30, 1992 Region 6 Meeting in Austin, Texas 

Headquarters: Doubletree Hotel Austin 
Bill Ater, Chairman 

 
June 4-7, 1992 American Hemerocallis Society Convention 

Shreveport, Louisiana 
Bill Stutson, Chairman 

  



 

 

An Analysis of Region 6 Daylily Clubs 
By Gene Orgeron 

 
Region 6 is fortunate in having 16 local daylily clubs. Our clubs are almost as diverse as the types of 

climate that Region 6 covers. The largest club has 125 members, while the smallest club has just 9. The oldest 
club was organized in 1953; the two newest clubs were started in 1990 (one has well over 50 members 
already). You might think that the largest clubs are in the largest population centers, but this is not always so. 
Two of our smaller clubs are located in large metropolitan areas. To see why some clubs remain small while 
others are growing rapidly, an analysis of all of our clubs was made, with interesting results. 

The seven smallest clubs, those with 35 or fewer members, have an average of 17 women per club but 
average only 4 men per club (a 4 to 1 woman to man ratio); the 9 largest clubs average 48 women and 22 men 
(a 2.2 to 1 ratio). 

CONCLUSION: Clubs with very few men tend not to grow but to remain small. Clubs with husband-wife 
members are stronger and larger. 

Smaller clubs meet in members homes mostly. This may keep the clubs small, since not every home can 
accommodate large gatherings. Smaller clubs meet during daytime hours mostly. The smaller clubs meet on 
weekdays mostly. 

CONCLUSION: Meeting time and place are very important to the growth of clubs. People with jobs cannot 
meet during working hours. Some potential members may not like to hold meetings in their homes. 

Of the seven smaller clubs, none stages an accredited daylily show. 
CONCLUSION: Holding shows helps to build up membership. (Or does it mean that small clubs do not 

hold shows because of lack of personnel?) 
The two small clubs located in large metropolitan areas have these features in common: 1. They do not 

conduct flower shows. 2. They meet during the daytime hours on week days. 3. They meet in members homes. 
(It must be kept in mind that many elderly people do not like to go out alone at night, and daytime meetings are 
more convenient for them.) 

CONCLUSION: To keep growing, a club should be balanced between men and women members; should 
sponsor flower shows; should meet in a public meeting place; should meet at a time convenient to all (on 
weekends or on weekday nights). 

Another statistic revealed by this survey was that AHS membership is 53.35% among all club members. 
Four clubs have less than 50% membership in AHS. There is much room for improvement here. 

This survey is not meant to criticize or embarrass any club. I am sure some of our smaller clubs are content 
to remain small and to maintain their identities as largely social clubs, and they have been doing very well for 
many years. (We must not overlook the fact that our very smallest club conducted a highly successful Regional 
Meeting last year). A small club with very active members may be able to accomplish more than a large club 
with less enthusiastic members. This information is furnished for those who might wish to enlarge their 
memberships in order to promote the daylily in a more dynamic way. Only larger clubs seem able to sponsor 
daylily shows, and these shows are a highly effective means of acquainting the general public with daylilies. 

Daylily clubs are not directly associated with the American Hemerocallis Society, with which they are only 
very loosely connected. However, in order to conduct a daylily show accredited by AHS, certain requirements 
must be met by the sponsoring club. The elected officers of the club must be members of AHS, the Show 
Chairman, Co-Chairman and the Chairmen of the Schedule, Classification, Placement, and Judges 
Committees must be AHS members, and at least 50% of the club members must be AHS members. 

On the other hand, AHS and Region 6 are very dependent upon local clubs - for sponsoring shows and for 
holding Regional Meetings. Therefore, it is in the best interest of AHS that clubs flourish, and we must do 
everything possible to see that this happens. 

The bylaws of Region 6 state: "PURPOSE: Region 6 is a non-profit organization whose purpose is to 
promote, encourage and foster the development and improvement of the genus Hemerocallis, and public 
interest therein, by all suitable and appropriate means."  
  



 

 

Alphabetical Classification Gets "Thumbs Up" 
By Frances Joiner 

 
What are my feelings on the new alphabetical classification system at daylily shows? My feelings from the 

start of the new handbook were: "Let's try it! We can always go back to the old color classification system if it 
doesn't work!" 

The Savannah Hemerocallis Society decided to use the new system in our show. It was the first show I 
have worked with using the new system. Since the Savannah show, I have served as a judge in the Atlanta 
show using the alphabetical system, also. I think it is much easier to classify. I think both shows were beautiful. 
I liked the appearance of mixed colors. 

I have heard many comments and most of them have been positive. I really believe before long most 
shows will be using the alphabetical system. There is greater chance for misplacement with the color 
classification system. 

I have heard it took more time to judge. I think we all were a little afraid to try something new. Each scape 
has to be judged individually by either system, so when we iron out a few problems of selecting purple ribbons 
to go to the "Honor Court,” it shouldn't take any longer. 

There were some problems with placing the same cultivars together. I have never judged in a show where 
the same situation didn't happen even if color classification was used. As we become more familiar with the 
new system, I think we can better judge how much space to allow for each letter of the alphabet. 

Our placement committees need to be larger. I feel it would be helpful to have several people stationed by 
a certain section of the alphabet - say A through C - to check names and when placement brings another 
scape, they could remember where the same cultivar was located. These helpers would do no traveling. 
Maybe this would eliminate moving like cultivars together later on. It is desirable to refrain from moving scapes 
if at all possible. 

I saw no problems with selecting winners for AHS rosettes, except for the large-flower section. There has 
been much discussion on a better way to select purple ribbons for the "Honor Court" (secondary head table). I 
do not believe point-scoring is the way to go. It is time-consuming and some panels are more lenient than 
others, giving a higher score to an inferior cultivar. A stricter panel would give a lower score - therefore the 
higher score would be picked over a superior cultivar. I think each panel should be instructed to pick its three 
best purple winners for the "Honor Court.” Then let all panels select the best large flower for AHS rosette and 
the remainder would stay in the "Honor Court.” 

These are only some ideas being mulled over - maybe by the 1992 shows, we can have some of the 
wrinkles ironed out. I'm glad Savannah went alphabetical! 
 
 Reprinted from the Summer 1991 The Georgia Daylily, 
 with permission of the editor. 
 

From Judging Daylilies 
 

The AHS handbook Judging Daylilies, first distributed in 1990, contains a wealth of information. Every 
member of AHS should have this book, especially all hybridizers, Garden Judges, Exhibition Judges, and 
anyone working at a daylily exhibition. 

Though the book has been out over a year, every rereading of it seems to bring out some additional facts 
or changes. For instance, the alphabetical classification of cultivars, referred to in the above article by Frances 
Joiner, was not mentioned in the previous guidelines listed in Daylily Judges Handbook, 1982 edition, as far as 
I can determine. Alphabetical classification seems simpler, since it does away with deciding which are "blends 
or polychromes" and with deciding which cultivars are "bordered, banded, eyed, or haloed.” among other 
things. 

The book also lists a new AHS Award of Appreciation, a non-competitive show award which may be given 
for such things as displays, demonstrations, club projects, publicity for AHS activities, or for display only plant 
exhibits such as off-scape seedlings for which there arc no other regular awards. 
  



 

 

 
 
 

It was with great sadness that we learned of the death of Ray John, who served as Puzzle 
Chairman of this Newsletter and had served as the first President and founding member of the North 
Texas Daylily Society. 

The following tribute is reprinted from The Garden Gate, the Newsletter of the North Texas Daylily 
Society: 
 

RAY M. JOHN 
 
"The North Texas Daylily Society will miss Ray, who died on the 27th of August 1991. It was he who 
principally set up the first organizational meeting that resulted in the organization of this Society. 
 
My memory of Ray is that of his almost photographic memory. He was virtually a reference library not 
only of the Iris genus, but of many other plants as well. 
 
Over the years, Ray filled many plant Society offices, both local and topside. He always volunteered 
his time and money to make sure that numerous Societies' needs were met for growth and activities. 
His love and concern for the Daylily Society and its members was evident even though his illness 
curtailed his activities of the past year. 
 
Goodbye, Ray, it is a comfort to all of us to know that you are now with the Master Gardener.” 
 
 By Tom Welches 
 
 
 
 
 
Still Searching for our Past 
 

The files of the Region 6 Vice President contain an incomplete collection of our old Newsletters. In 
order to complete the collection, several missing issues are needed. 

The oldest Newsletter we have is that of Spring 1961 (Lula Mae Purnell, RVP). We also .have 
Summer and Fall issues for that year. Any Newsletter older than 1961 is needed, along with the 
Winter issue for 1961, if one was published. 

We have only the Spring and Summer-Fall issues for 1962. 
All issues for 1964 and 1965 are needed, as well as the Spring, Summer, and Fall issues for 1966 

(Edna Lankart RVP). 
For 1972, the Spring and Winter issues are needed (Rodger Croker RVP). 
For 1974, the Winter issue is missing (Tom Hughes RVP). 
For 1975, we need the Summer and Fall issues (Tom Hughes RVP). 
For 1977, the Spring issue is needed (Betty Davis RVP). 
All issues from 1978 to present are in our collection. 

  



 

 

LANDSCAPING WITH DAYLILIES 
By Virginia Granberry-Vargas 

 
It seems I see daylilies everywhere I look lately. Perhaps they have always been in these places and I 

just had not noticed. I know they were not in that yard last year. Nor were they on this corner yesterday. 
They are even showing up in more commercial landscapes than ever before. 

Not all Hemerocallis cultivars are suitable for use in landscapes. Many of the varieties coveted by 
collectors perform well in pampered gardens, but fail in a less manicured environment. The landscape 
contractor can be especially critical of a cultivar's performance. Rather than distinction, perhaps vigor is 
the first consideration. If a daylily is slow to increase, rots easily, and does not maintain lush foliage, it is of 
little use in the landscape. The landscape is a visual focal point through all seasons. In warmer climates 
evergreen varieties may bring handsome mounded, grass like foliage in Winter. Where Winters are more 
severe, dormant varieties are easily over-planted with cool season annuals. Whether dormant or 
evergreen, a daylily must multiply well and require little attention in the off-season. Two other aspects of 
vigor must be considered. Landscape daylilies should perform well the first season following installation 
and continue to bloom even when heavily clumped. Frequent dividing and resetting is impractical in most 
landscape situations. 

Low maintenance is a definite requirement when selecting daylilies for the landscape. Self-cleaning 
scapes are to be desired. Older blossoms clinging to their apex and to other buds are not only 
unattractive, but contribute to distortion and abnormal opening of new flowers. Less fertile varieties have 
cleaner scapes and do not need depodding. Scapes with pods are also unattractive and may diminish 
rebloom. Avoid plants with Summer dormancy tendencies. Foliage should hold up well even in Summer's 
heat. 

A landscapist with time and space for propagation may select plants which proliferate heavily. Others 
may avoid these cultivars altogether. Proliferations maturing on the scape should not be held too high 
above the foliage and should not diminish rebloom. Though proliferations provide an economical source of 
increase, they can become time consuming and therefore undesirable. 

Of course bloom season plays a major role in selection. There are few true ever-blooming varieties 
available today. Early blooming varieties which rebloom and recurrent late season bloomers serve the 
landscape best. Probably the most popular daylily in the commercial trade is AZTEC GOLD. This daylily is 
not one for the collector's garden. The simple flowers and brilliant color are best displayed in sweeping 
masses. Nothing to look at up close but nevertheless a performer few can rival, AZTEC GOLD begins to 
bloom as soon as temperatures reach 70 degrees and continues until frost. The foliage remains neat even 
through Summer's heat and is easily raked away soon after reaching dormancy. 

In the landscape, perennial plantings usually serve as a backdrop for annual beds. WINTER WISH 
blooms very early and repeats. The small candy yellow flowers held slightly above the foliage bloom while 
Pansies are giving their final performance. After the Pansies have been replaced by Summer annuals, 
MING TOY begins its long season of bloom. Plant MING TOY in a broad staggered row behind WINTER 
WISH for a non-stop daylily show. The annual bed in the foreground can be planted with Purslane, 
Verbena, or Wax Leaf Begonias in Summer. 

Impact rather than beauty is the key when considering flowers for the landscape. BARBARA 
MITCHELL's wonderful ruffling and faint halo would be lost in a mass planting viewed from any distance. 
Color makes an impact from afar. Bright colors like gold, yellow, orange, and red really stand out. Darker 
colors which absorb light show hardly at all. 

Another important factor is weather resistance. Substance should be strong and hold up to rain, wind, 
and sun. Colors should not fade, and petals should not wilt. Foliage and scapes should be strong and 
erect but not brittle. Landscape daylilies must be able to withstand Spring rains without rotting, and 
Summer's drought as well. 

In the landscape daylilies look best in mass plantings, usually of the same cultivar. If you desire an 
assortment of colors, scape heights should be comparable and all should be either dormant or evergreen. 
Shorter blooming cultivars can be placed in the front row with medium and tall scapes toward the rear. 
Remember, odd numbers are more visually appealing than even numbers. A single clump may be planted 



 

 

as a specimen, or a triangle of three for emphasis. When using daylilies as a border, use one cultivar, 
never mix. LOLABELLE (Lenington, 1967) makes an excellent border plant. 

 The yellow starfish shaped blossoms are held at foliage level and are in perpetual bloom Spring 
through frost. 

My personal favorite is LEMUEL (Roberson, 1984). This 4" red flower has a small yellow-green throat 
and some ruffles. It holds its color well in hot burning sun. A fast multiplier that also proliferates on every 
scape, LEMUEL blooms early in my garden and continues all Summer. A dense clump performs best and 
generates new scapes before older ones have finished. No daylily looks better in July and August than 
LEMUEL. 

Of all the yellows, SWEET PATOOTIE (Warner, 1976) steals the show. I watched a clump in the 
Mercer Arboretum collection for three seasons. It was among the very first to bloom and one of the last. 
SWEET PATOOTIE blooms in three to five cycles with brief rests between. A large clump produced thirty 
scapes simultaneously with at least thirty buds to each scape. Brilliant yellow flowers with just the right 
amount of ruffling, they opened several at a time. These wonderful scapes were rigid and straight, 
standing perfectly erect over tall handsome foliage. I stood in awe of its magnificent presentation. Thank 
you, Elizabeth Cahoon, for gifting this daylily to my garden. 

Everyone knows LITTLE BUSINESS (Maxwell, 1971). I viewed this little performer in the Shimek 
garden. What a display! Grown in a large mass in semi-shade, this daylily dared any other to compete. 
High bud count, multiple scapes, rapid increase, handsome foliage, and the prettiest shade of red have 
won this cultivar a place in any landscape. 

I first became familiar with DOUBLE TALK (Wheeler, 1966) at Anna Rosa Glidden's garden. Anna 
Rosa had a long bed across the front of her property mass planted with DOUBLE TALK. This bright 
orange double blooms over a long period. A very full double making a strong impact, DOUBLE TALK is 
equally beautiful up close or from a distance. I have not had it to freeze, rot, or suffer Summer decline. 
The foliage is dense and handsome. This rapid multiplier drops spent blossoms easily and is everything I 
desire in a landscape daylily. 

For those who want a daylily that adds interest under close observation for mass planting, ONO 
(Johnson, 1977) is a winner. As a matter of fact, everyone should have ONO in their garden! A clear 
yellow flower with as many ruffles as anyone could want, ONO has a light fragrance which is pleasant and 
adds to this daylily's charm. It is also a rapid increaser and is vigorous and dependable. ONO blooms 
early and repeats. Spent blossoms drop quickly; foliage is robust and healthy. 

In my search for an eyed variety to use in landscapes, Sue Powdrill showed me CLASSIC CAPER. A 
Stevens introduction, this daylily is a show stopper. Still a little high priced for mass planting, it makes a 
wonderful specimen. CLASSIC CAPER multiplies well and soon develops a dense clump. A reliable 
producer of 5" salmon rose flowers with a large maroon eye and yellow green throat, this daylily is 
dormant and may be over planted in Winter. At 30” tall, plant at the back of the border or mixed bed. 

Jack Roberson has patented three excellent landscape variety plants, RED LANDSCAPE SUPREME 
is a velvety crimson red with a green throat; it blooms at 24". YELLOW LANDSCAPE SUPREME also 
blooms at 24", a perfect height for landscape daylilies. It has 5" butter yellow blossoms that stay open for 
24 hours. APRICOT LANDSCAPE SUPREME is slightly smaller and blooms at 20". All bloom almost 
continually, clump rapidly, and produce low sturdy scapes. The red is one of the most sunfast I have seen. 
These evergreen varieties deserve more use in commercial landscapes. 

Anna Rosa Glidden has a recent introduction, LITTLE SNOWFLAKE, a miniature near-white which 
spreads quickly and makes an excellent low ground cover. LITTLE SNOWFLAKE is a heavy bloomer on 
sturdy low scapes. This daylily is destined for greatness and will be known far and wide. The landscape 
industry has long awaited such a daylily. Thank you, Anna Rosa, and good luck with producing many 
more colors in this new class of daylily. Anna Rosa's recent registrations are available through David 
Otahal of Bear Creek Farms. 

If you are planning a mass border of daylilies in your home landscape this Fall, consider this mix: 
 
TOUCHED BY MIDAS (Winniford, 1979) - for bold gold. 
SEDUCTOR (Gates, 1983) - for brilliant red. 



 

 

DOMINIC (Williams, 1984) - dark for depth of field. 
BITTERSWEET HOLIDAY (Kirchhoff, 1984) - for fiery copper. 
LEEBEA ORANGE CRUSH (Gates, 1978) - for a splash of flash (in the front). 
IVORY SNOW (Glidden, 1984) - for light near-white. 
SHADY LADY (Owen, 1962) - in the back for contrast. 
 
Other daylilies I use often as specimens in commercial landscapes include: 
 
BEAUTY TO BEHOLD (Sellers) - reliable yellow. 
GOLDEN SCROLL (Guidry) - excellent form 
LAVENDER DEW (Spalding) - when I need a hint of blue 
DREAMSICLE (Carpenter-Glidden) - early, very fragrant, repeats 
GRAPE RIPPLES (Carpenter-Glidden) - glorious riot of purple 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Virginia Granberry-Vargas is a member of the Houston Area Daylily Society. Her landscaping firm is 
called GardenScape. The address is P.O. Box 14243, Humble, TX 77347. 
 

Garden Tasks for Winter 
By Elizabeth Krebs 

 
In Region 6, with an exception of a few weeks, most gardening activities can continue throughout the 

Winter months. 
One of the most pleasant and worth-while tasks is turning a compost heap, which will continue to 

"cook" as long as it is kept moist and supplied with nitrogen and oxygen. There are many methods of 
composting. In fact, "The Art of Composting" should make an excellent club program. With the renewed 
interest in ecology, this is one place we gardeners can make a real contribution. 

Now is a good time to verify and update planting charts. Inspect and replace any worn, faded, or lost 
garden labels to insure correct identification of daylily cultivars. In order to win those blue ribbons at the 
Society's flower shows, your scapes must be correctly identified. 

If Winter rains fail, it is important to keep your garden well watered. Proper watering will probably do 
more than anything else to minimize freeze damage. 

February often is a prime month both to transplant and plant newly acquired daylily cultivars. Toward 
the end of the month, apply fertilizer accordingly to your soil requirements. A reliable soil test is available 
through your County Extension Agent in cooperation with both Texas A&M University and New Mexico 
State University. Also, clean away dead foliage, cultivate in sifted compost around daylily plants, taking 
care not to damage any roots and staying a few inches away from the crowns. 

The less hectic pace of Winter leaves time to enjoy the past issues of the Daylily Journal and our 
Region 6 Daylily Newsletter. Thanks to our contributors, each issue is filled with many useful and 
informative articles. A few very useful horticultural favorites of mine are: 

 
"How to Battle the Bugs Safely and Win,” appearing on page 40 of the Winter 1990 issue. 
 
"Feathered and Warty Garden Friends,” appearing on page 6 of the Spring 1991 issue. 
 
"Of Friends and Foes,” appearing on page 48 of the Summer 1991 issue. This very entertaining article 

was written by Sug Budnik and expresses in a most memorable way both the joys and frustrations of 
gardening. 

 
Another favorite Winter activity is walking through a sleeping garden, cup of hot coffee in hand, and 

dreaming about the coming Spring. Surely, it will be the best ever! 
  



 

 

REPTILES IN THE GARDEN 
By Mickey Sanders 

 
Upon seeing the word, reptile - cold-blooded, slimy SNAKE comes immediately to mind. Even 

though there are friendly, helpful garden snakes, this writer plans to neither research nor write about 
them. The reptiles discussed on these pages will be non-threatening, innocuous creatures which will 
prove beneficial in a total program of garden pest control. Box turtles and fence lizards are the 
reptiles of choice for my garden. 

Ethelyn Rieves, President of the Houston Turtle and Tortoise Society, and experienced in turtle 
husbandry for many years, was kind enough to share her time and knowledge with me for this article. 
Ethelyn sings the praises of the box turtle for its ability to rid the garden 
of slugs, pill bugs, and those disgusting, huge, tree-dwelling roaches. 
Slug control seems an ongoing problem here in the Houston area, and 
our roaches are legend. Mildred Schlumpf has always been amazed 
when I spoke of the number of slugs inundating my garden. Her garden 
always seemed relatively free of these destructive pests. I have learned 
that Mildred has had a resident box turtle for a number of years. Box 
turtles are primarily carnivorous with slugs, pill bugs, grubs, worms, and 
insects being their foods of choice. They are known to eat some plant 
matter, but neither Ethelyn nor Mildred has ever noticed damage to her 
plants. Both grow some vegetables as well as daylilies. 

Visiting Ethelyn's garden and meeting her box turtles individually was quite a learning experience. 
The markings on the shell of each turtle were different, just as human finger prints are different. 
Pictures in field guides usually show box turtles as having large, bright yellow, square marks on their 
upper shell. These pictured turtles are of the Eastern variety and are much more brightly colored than 
their Texas counterparts. The three-toed box turtles usually found in Texas are darker with the yellow 
being less dominant. The ornate box turtle has yellow lines as opposed to the square marks of the 
three-toed box. The personalities of the turtles seem as unique as their markings. Some are shy and 
disappear into their shells when picked up; others enjoy having their heads rubbed; still others seem 
to resent being disturbed and make a hissing sound. 

If box turtles are acquired for an added measure of pest control in the garden, they will need to 
have certain environmental requirements met. Both sun and shade are needed by these cold blooded 
creatures. Sun is required to warm them and to aid in metabolizing vitamin D for the forming of 
strong, hard shells. Shade is needed for heat protection and resting places. A shallow container of 
water will be required not only for drinking but for soaking. Land dwelling turtles can drown if the 
water is too deep and they cannot climb out, so sloping sides and shallow water are a must. Your 
garden will probably provide all of the slugs, grubs, insects, pill bugs, and worms that one or two 
turtles can consume; but, if the diet is supplemented, bits and meat or dog food may be used. Since 
turtles can dig and climb, a barricade about eighteen inches high and extending about six inches into 
the ground will make sure your turtle does not wander off. Mildred's turtle remains within her fenced 
garden without the extension into the ground. A hiding place such as a pile of leaves, pine straw, or 
hay will be appreciated by your turtle. When days grow short and nights become cold, the turtles will 
hibernate by digging into the ground or burrowing under the leaf pile. 

The biggest danger to small box turtles in the garden, aside from the family dog, is the lawn 
mower. The young turtles cannot be easily seen and do not feel compelled to restrict themselves to 
the flower borders. 

If you are interested in learning more about providing habitat for and acquiring box turtles for your 
garden, contact: Ethelyn Rieves, President Houston Turtle and Tortoise Society, 4106 Bethel, 
Houston, TX 77092. 

Anolis carolinensis, which we commonly refer to as chameleon or "fence lizard" is not a true 



 

 

chameleon at all. Its ability to change color has little to do with its surroundings. Under ordinary 
circumstances, it is pale green; when excited or combative, it becomes bright green; when at rest, it is 
usually brown or dark gray. Regardless of color this friendly, strictly carnivorous, garden critter is 
considered highly beneficial. It will lap up insects that come within its reach, as well as give chase to 
its food source. I have witnessed a small anole chase a huge roach up the side of the house, 
snapping at it whenever the roach was within reach. The roach won the race, but the anole gamely 
put forth the effort. The primary sources of danger to the "fence lizards" seem to be cats and small 
boys. In spite of the neighboring cats, I still have enough "fence lizards" to aid in pest control and give 
chase to the occasional roach. 

Although I am not willing to pick up reptilian garden friends, I do recognize their worth in the 
overall approach to a healthy, safe method of pest management. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
NOTES OF INTEREST: 
 
Gordon Davis reports a Texas source for predators: BIOFAC, INC., Box 871, Mathis, TX 78368, (512) 
547-3259. Call or write for their price guide. 
 
The Spined Soldier Bug, a beneficial insect which is a predator of the various caterpillars which prey 
on vegetables, can be lured to your garden. The attractant, called "RESCUE!" releases a patented 
sex pheromone which acts as the lure. RESCUE! is available at Ace Hardware Stores and other lawn 
and garden outlets. 
 
Remember the Yellow Sticky Bars which I mentioned in "How to Battle the Bugs Safely and Win?" 
These sticky bars act as traps for flying insects. The insects are attracted by the yellow color, then are 
trapped by the sticky goo when they light on the bar. The National Gardener gives a tip for making 
your own sticky traps. Using yellow plastic picnic cups, punch a hole in the bottom of the cup. Tie a 
knot in a piece of twine and thread it through the hole so that your cup hangs upside down like a bell. 
Coat the outside of the cup with a thin layer of petroleum jelly and hang it in your garden. To get the 
cups down to daylily level, instead of using twine, staple the cup to a stick and push the stick into the 
ground. Remember that as the days begin growing cooler, aphids produce a generation of winged 
females, so get your sticky bars or cups out in time to trap them before they lay a generation of eggs 
which will hatch on warm Winter days. The thrips of early Spring may be trapped in the same manner. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

A Simple PVC Pipe Watering System 
By Ray Houston 

 
Many daylily enthusiasts have often asked the question, "When should I water my daylilies?" I believe and 

experience has shown that daylilies will perform better when they are supplied a consistent amount of 
moisture. I have developed a watering system which is simple, inexpensive to construct, and provides 
consistent moisture directly to the daylily beds. The system consists of PVC piping, a garden hose, a water 
timer, and mulch. 

Some understanding of simple plumbing is required for construction of this watering system. PVC (polyvinyl 
chloride) pipe with 1/16" holes drilled through the pipe every 4" is the heart of my watering system. I used 3/4" 
PVC pipe which is sold in 10' joints to construct watering pipes for my daylily beds. I have tried using 1/2" PVC 
pipe but have found that the pressure drop is too great over distances greater than 20', producing only a trickle 
of water near the far end of the pipe. 

After measuring the length of a daylily bed, I assembled PVC piping long enough to stretch from one end of 



 

 

the bed to the other. The PVC pipe can be easily cut into desired lengths with a tubing cutter or an ordinary 
hand saw. I prefer the tubing cutter because it produces a much smoother cut requiring only minimal sanding 
before gluing fittings to the pipe. The pipe pieces are connected together with glued pipe couplings. After all of 
the pipe pieces are glued together, I glued onto each end of the piping a 3/4" "female adapter" which is 
threaded inside for 3/4" pipe threads. On one end of the piping, a 3/4" PVC threaded pipe plug was screwed 
into a connector. This plug is screwed only hand tight so that it can be easily removed to flush the piping once 
per season of any dirt which has gotten into the pipe. A straight pin can also be used at that time to unplug any 
of the 1/16" holes which may have gotten dirt into them. 

A female garden hose end fitting having 3/4" male pipe threads is screwed into the other end of the piping. 
This fitting can be found at most hardware stores. I inserted a screen gasket (commonly found on clothes 
washer water supply hoses) into the hose end fitting to prevent large dirt particles and insects from entering the 
open end of the piping. 

After all of the piping and fittings were in place, I drilled 1/16" holes completely through the PVC pipe at 4" 
intervals. This allows water to squirt out from both sides of the piping. The piping was then laid onto the daylily 
bed. Note that laying the piping on the bed works best if the daylily bed has been freshly prepared and has not 
yet been planted with daylilies. 

Once the pipe has been placed on the bed, plant the daylilies, and mulch the beds. I am a confirmed 
believer in mulching. I have performed experiments both with and without mulch and have proven that 
mulching is a worthwhile effort for the following reasons: 1) Mulching reduces the temperature of the soil 
beneath it and holds moisture at a more even consistency. I believe this has decreased the amount of daylilies 
lost to crown rot. 2) Mulching slows down weed germination in the beds leading to decreased work in keeping 
the beds weed free. Those weeds which do make it through the mulch are easily pulled. 3) Mulch slowly 
decomposes, adding humus to the soil and enriching the daylily beds. I produce my own mulch by shredding 
leaves through a power shredder. This produces a relatively fine mulch which stays in place and allows 
moisture to seep through to the daylily bed. 

To water a daylily bed, I pull my garden hose to the end of the bed and hook up to the garden hose fitting 
on the PVC pipe. The end of the garden hose has been equipped with a shut off valve so that I don't have to 
run back to the faucet to turn on the water. 

At the faucet end of the hose, I have installed a mechanical water timer. I set the timer for the appropriate 
amount of water usage and go about my business. The water flow is shut off automatically by the timer. Note 
that the faucet and the shut off valve must be wide open or the timer mechanism will not operate properly. 
 

LIST OF PARTS; 
A) 3/4" pipe 
B) 3/4" glued pipe coupling 
C) 3/4" glued female adapter 
D) 3/4" male pipe thread PVC plug 
E) Female garden hose fitting X 3/4" male pipe thread fitting 
F) Screen washer gasket 

  



 

 

I LIKE THE TALL ONES 
By Nell Crandall 

 
 

"Where would I find GOLDEN CALYPSO?" I asked Davis Guidry. It was May 23, and Mildred 
Schlumpf, Jo Crisp, Betty Barbato, and I had taken a side trip to the Guidry Daylily Garden in 
Abbeville, Louisiana on our way to the Region 6 Meeting in Port Arthur. Davis pointed and replied 
"Over there. It's the tallest thing in the garden. You can't miss it." 

 
I had already read the description of GOLDEN CALYPSO in the Guidry catalog: a 6 ½" bloom of 

multicolored orange, gold, pink with bronze veining and olive green throat, heavy in substance and 
sun resistant, evergreen. It was one that I especially wanted to see in bloom. When Davis said it was 
tall, I almost said "I'll take it" without looking, because I like the tall ones. After I saw it, I bought it plus 
another tall one of Mrs. Guidry's called EL PADRE. 

 
The tall ones have the advantage that they can be seen when they are in bloom. Last Spring, I 

missed several early blooms on CABBAGE FLOWER because I didn't know it was blooming. I had 
mistakenly planted it in the middle of a fairly large bed, and it blooms VERY LOW. It got moved to a 
front row, and EL PADRE took its place. 

 
Some people don't care for tall daylilies, because they have to be staked sometimes. It is, of 

course, a great advantage if they don't have to be staked, but one of my favorites is LADY NEVA, and 
I always have to give her a little help to stand up straight. I would hate to be without this one. I 
remember several years ago I entered a bloom of LADY NEVA 
in a Daylily Flower Show. A man from Hawaii saw it, found out 
who grew it, and came to me, saying he HAD to have it to take 
back to Hawaii. I explained that I did not sell, and I had only two 
fans. He was so insistent, saying he would pay anything I 
asked. I finally told him if it was so important to him, to come out 
the next day and I would give him a fan. He did. A few days 
later, I received a dozen Anthurium ("red patent leather") 
blooms from Hawaii, airmail, in appreciation. 

 
I don't like all tall ones. In fact, I hate tall miniatures. I think a 

36" miniature looks just as ridiculous as a 10" daylily on a 10" 
scape. I don't even like all tall Spiders. I think SCORPIO grows 
too tall. 

 
But try some of the tall ones. They are wonderful in the 

background, and they give interesting variety to your daylily 
beds. 
  
 GOLDEN CALYPSO 



 

 

SHIMEK GARDEN ACHIEVES NATIONAL DISPLAY STATUS 
By Mickey Sanders 

 
The Shimek Garden, located in a rural setting 

of Alvin, Texas, is one of the newest Region 6 
National Display Gardens. Meeting the vigorous 
criteria set forth by AHS to achieve National 
status truly sets this garden apart as being 
special. 

Award winning photographer and flower 
arranger, Nell Shimek, credits husband, Harvey, 
with the horticultural expertise to produce the 
bounty of bloom which surrounds their home. 
Four and one third immaculately groomed acres 
of St. Augustine grass and trees provide the 
palate on which Nell and Harvey produce their 
colorful array of ornamental tropicals, annuals, 
and perennials with emphasis on collections of 
daylilies and Roses. 

One intensely planted acre surrounds the 
Shimek's home. The remaining acreage is 
devoted to an orchard containing fig, apple, 
plum, pecan trees, and the growing fields of 
daylilies for their commercial garden. Entering 
the intensely planted acre, it is easy to see why 
Nell wins design awards. Her eye for placement 
of color, texture, and shape is flawless. The side 
garden is in riotous bloom in mid-August. Filling 
curving sweeps of bed can be found deep pink 
Periwinkle backed by rose Astilbe. Amaranthus 
commonly known as Summer Poinsettia is a 
veritable fountain of foliage sporting colors of 
fuchsia, magenta, and deep black-wine. 
Following the curve, the bed reveals a cascade 
of Dolichos lablab "Hyacinth Bean Vine" with its 
purple-veined, purple-stemmed, green leaves 
bearing racemes of flowers that are blends of 
lavender and purple. This feast for the eyes is 
fronted with a mound of Tradescantia flumensis 
"Wandering Jew.” The deep purple of the 
Wandering Jew forms a mass that blends with 
and anchors the Hyacinth Bean visually in place 
while the elongated leaf is a pleasing shape 
differential. This vignette is completed by trailing 
mounds of white Petunias which are considerate 
enough to reseed each year. 

Over 700 cultivars of Hemerocallis will delight 
daylily enthusiasts regardless of their favorite 
form, size, color, pattern, or chromosomal 
preference. In some cases, the well-marked 

daylilies are worked into beds with companion 
plants; in other areas they hold their own in large 
uninterrupted beds dressed only by their own 
beauty. 

The Shimeks were newcomers to the world of 
daylilies when their garden was included for 
touring during the 1987 Regional Meeting in 
Brazosport. The Shimeks have been forced to 
accept full responsibility for the nationwide 
shortage of CLEOPATRA (Thomas, 1964). This 
clump of daylilies was so striking that, in spite of 
its age, connoisseurs from all over the Region 
began buying up supplies. The price rose 
dramatically and has not yet fallen. 

 

 
Nell Shimek in her Garden 

(Mickey Sanders photo) 
 

Each year after visiting sixty plus gardens, 
Nell and Harvey plan their acquisitions for the 

daylily collection. These may be daylilies that are 



 

 

 
CLEOPATRA (Thomas) 

 
brand new on the market, or they may be ones 
that have been around for a long time. It is the 
overall quality of the plant and its distinction that 
attracts these collectors. Recently added to the 
garden are BOB WARD (LaGasse, 1991), a big 
eyed spider; LAVENDER LAYETTE (Spalding, 
1988), a wonderful clear lavender; and PINK 
SUPER SPIDER (Carpenter, 1982), a bountiful 
bloomer. After visiting Ra Hansen's Florida 
garden in 1990, Nell and Harvey came home 
rapturous over their new cultivars of PRINCE 
MICHAEL (Hansen, 1990), a heavily ruffled, eyed 
daylily with a good clear color; SINGS THE 
BLUES (Hansen, 1990), a lovely eye catcher; 
and PALO DURO CANYON (Hansen, 1989), a 
rust brown with great floral design potential. 
Other garden favorites are INNOCENT EYES 
(Tarrant, 1988), with a marvel of an eye and a 
graceful form; LOIS HALL (Tarrant, 1987), a 
show stopper; LITTLE CHRISTINE (Croker, 
1987), a fantastic bloomer; BEAUTIFUL 
DAYDREAM (Carpenter-Glidden, 1983), with 
outstanding form and color; POLLY'S 
NECKLACE (Glidden, 1987), a beautiful flower 
and very fertile; LITTLE STRAWBERRY 
SHORTCAKE (Faggard, 1985), with its unusual 
color; and LITTLE GYPSY VAGABOND (Cruse, 
1979). For the category of "too good to live 
without,” Nell recommends BLACK CURLS 
(Curtis, 1965) and ED MURRAY (Grovatt, 1971). 

Four hundred Roses span the classes and 
range from climbers to shrubs to miniatures. 
Most of the Roses are planted alone on the edge 

 
LAVENDER LAYETTE (Spalding) 

 
of the garden; however, one large curvaceous 
Rose bed is complemented with companion 
plants. Purple Salvia, pink and yellow dwarf 
Callas, yellow Yarrow, Ruellia brittoniana 
"Noland's Dwarf,” and Butterfly Bush furnish 
bloom with the Roses and keep the bed bright 
when the Roses rest. 

A greenhouse offers Winter protection for 37 
different species of plants. Among these are 36 
cultivars of Hibiscus, numerous Bird Of Paradise, 
and the Plumeria which dot the sunny areas in 
the back garden. Gingers, along with a Satsuma 
orange and Kumquat, surround the greenhouse. 

Each season provides a kaleidoscope of color 
in the garden. Some of the earliest bloom comes 
from an assortment of Louisiana Iris massed 
around the greenhouse and a rainbow of 
Bearded Iris grouped beneath a splendid Althea. 
With the fading of the Iris comes the leafing of 
the Althea then a burst of bloom which lasts until 
frost. 

Effective color placement comes naturally to 
Nell. While brown is not thought to be a 
particularly eye-catching color, Nell's use of 
Pseuderanthemum alatum "Chocolate Plant,” 
with large mottled brown leaves from which 
spring racemes of dainty purple flowers placed 
among the lush green foliage of the daylilies, 
draws the eye. It sets off a rather ordinary yellow 
daylily to perfection. A blue Salvia found among 
the daylilies was effectively used as a color foil 
for the yellows and oranges. 

Dominating an easy care border which serves 
as a background for the back garden is an 
eclectic collection of plants to six feet; these all 



 

 

reseed or return from roots yearly. Included in 
this collection are flamboyant Mallows, Cassia 
alata "Candlestick Plant,” and Datura inoxia 
"Angel's Trumpet.” Both the Candlestick Plant 
and Angel's Trumpet produce ample seeds for 
Nell to replant each year and share with friends. 

Nell cautions all who take the seeds of the 
Angel's Trumpet that, although beautiful, it is a 
very poisonous plant. Crepe Myrtles also dot the 
border and these tall plants are fronted with 
Roses, Cannas, and a profusion of daylilies. 

All growth in the garden is not produced by 
green plants. A group of shelf-like Bracket fungus 
growing on a Willow tree catches the eye. It is a 
deep red with striations of burgundy. Some of the 
fungi were as large as 6" x 8.” Nell admits that 
this is one of her favorite garden sights. 

For daylily enthusiasts who enjoy viewing 
their favorite flower amid a collection of 
complementary plants, the Shimek Garden is a 
must-see. Nell's eye for artistic arrangement and 
Harvey's knowledge of each plant's needs 
provide the ideal combination to produce the 
splendor of the Shimek Garden. 

Visiting this National Display Garden is by 
appointment only (713) 331-4395. 
 

 
 
Map showing location of Shimek garden near 

Alvin, Texas. Since some road signs may be 
missing or difficult to see, following mileage 
shown and landmarks indicated will be helpful in 
locating the garden. 
 

 
BRACKET FUNGUS 

 

 
ALTHEA 

 

 
HIBISCUS ROW - SHIMEK GARDEN



 

 

 

 
LITTLE CHRISTINE (Croker) 

 

 
SINGS THE BLUES (Hansen) 

 

 
PRINCE MICHAEL (Hansen) 

 

 
PINK SUPER SPIDER (K. Carpenter) 

 

 
INNOCENT EYES (I. Tarrant) 

 
VIEW OF SHIMEK GARDEN 



 

 

Some Notes on the Minnesota Convention 
By Gene Orgeron 

  
The Convention in Minnesota was very 

successful, and it introduced us to a new format in 
Conventions. The Daylily Journal will cover the 
meeting in greater depth, but I would like to make 
some comments about it from a Region 6 point of 
view. 

The number attending from Region 6 was not 
great, probably because of the distances involved. 
Among those present were Bertie Ferris, Mary Gage, 
Virginia and Ken Henson, Sue Kapner, Eloise and 
Gene Koonce, Patricia and Judith Kyser, Nancy and 
Gene Orgeron, Ruth Ratliff, Betty and Ned Roberts, 
Doris and Christy Rome, and Nell and Harvey 
Shimek. 

In the gardens, we noticed again how green and 
lush the Northern gardens grow, even in the heat of 
mid-Summer, at a time when our Southern gardens 
are beginning to look burned out. Cultivars were 
growing taller in the North; and the colors, especially 
the reds and purples, tended to be much deeper and 
to hold up better. 

Many Southern daylilies were doing very well. 
BARBARA MITCHELL (Pierce), which was the best 
off-scape bloom in the flower show, was impressive. 
It had been entered by Jim Sneeden, the Convention 
Chairman. In the garden of Betty Chilton, there was a 
bloom of FAIRY TALE PINK (Pierce) which was so 
large and intensely colored that I didn't recognize it at 
first. No wonder that it won the Stout Medal! 

PRISCILLA'S RAINBOW (Spalding-Guillory) 
looked great enough in a clump in the Chilton garden 
to win the President's Cup. A real old timer, KINDLY 
LIGHT (Bechtold, 1950) was the runner-up. JASON 
SALTER (E. Salter), seen in the Chowen garden, 
took the Florida Sunshine Cup, and the runner-up 
was MOM'S PET (Joiner) in a fine clump at Elizabeth 
Chilton's. 

Besides KINDLY LIGHT, another fine Spider seen 
in a clump at Nuremberg Garden was STAR 
SPANGLED (Lambert). At the Chowen garden, 
FIRESTORM (Krekler), an 8 ¼" brick red over gold 
with olive green throat, was attracting much attention. 
It did not appear to be a true Spider, but gave a 
spidery appearance, and though it was not registered 
as a double, every bloom shown had one or two extra 
petals. 

Other outstanding cultivars seen in the Chilton 
Garden were HEAD HONCHO, HOUSTON EIGHTY 
EIGHT, and BEAUTIFUL DAYDREAM (Carpenter-
Glidden); CARROT, KALITA, and SLADE BROWN 
(E. W. Brown); PALIMONY (Gates); RA HANSEN 

(Talbott), and SMOKY MOUNTAIN AUTUMN 
(Guidry). 
 

 
JASON SALTER (E. Salter) (M. Gage photo) 

 

 
KINDLY LIGHT (Bechtold) (Orgeron photo) 

 

 
STAR SPANGLED (Lambert) (Orgeron photo 



 

 

 
FIRESTORM (KrekL (Orgeron photo) 

 

 
PALIMONY (Gates) (Gage photo) 

 

 
BEAUTIFUL DAYDREAM (Carpenter-Glidden) 

(Sanders photo) 
  

Also notable were ARTFUL DODGER (Weston), a 
small tetraploid double in lavender shades, and 
BOLOGONGO (Weston), a 5 ½" Chinese red self, 
said to be a fine parent. 

Nuremberg Garden, a public park maintained by 
the Park Board, furnished a spectacular setting for its 
well-kept daylilies, shown in nine large island beds. 
Among those we saw were LITTLE PALE FACE 
(Cruse), BERTIE FERRIS (Winniford), and LITTLE 
GRAPETTE (Williamson). An unusual cultivar there 
was GHONKA (Abercrombie) a very different 3" red 
with a darker eyezone and wide pale borders on all 
segments. 

At the Chowen Garden, there was a large 
concentration of guest plants. Among those sent by 
Albert Faggard of Beaumont, LITTLE SWEET TALK 
looked brilliant, a small ruffled rose. From the E. W. 
Brown Garden at Orange, we noticed FIREPOWER, 
CHARLIE FERGUSON, GODDESS, and CARROT. 
Sarah Sikes' RUFFLED BUD was making a very 
impressive showing, with a nice rosy color and ruffles 
on everything, even the buds. There were so many 
guest plants that it was difficult to see all of them. 

The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum had much 
of interest. In addition to large beds of daylilies 
interplanted with perennials, we saw the library 
storing the AHS archives, as well as a Rose garden, 
a home demonstration garden, the Japanese garden, 
and a Hosta glen. The Hosta glen was inviting and 
restful, being so cool and shady on a very warm day. 

Among the "must have" daylilies were 
TIGERLING (Stamile), a 4" orange-gold with bold eye 
and distinct border on all segments; JEN MELON 
(Oakes), a sensational flower of melon cream of large 
size; INDY LOVE SONG (Anderson), a 5" beauty of 
round form, reminiscent of SMOKY MOUNTAIN 
AUTUMN but not as deeply colored and rounder in 
form (from LITTLE DEEKE x INDY DEBUTANTE); 
and BLESSING (Applegate), a 5 ¼" strawberry rose 
and cream pink bitone, very ruffled, from ANN 
BLOCHER x FAIRY TALE PINK. 

This Convention was quite different from others 
we had attended, with garden tours being conducted 
in the mornings only and afternoons featuring such 
activities as workshops, demonstrations, optional 
tours, and meetings. With so many options, there was 
bound to be some overlapping, and it was difficult at 
times to make a choice. Some of the workshops 
covered subjects such as cooking with daylilies (the 
buds of MARY TODD taste like asparagus, they 
reported), flower arranging, producing slide shows, 
publishing Newsletters, tissue culturing of daylilies, 
and other interesting subjects. 



 

 

A program on hybridizing by Elizabeth and Jeff 
Salter drew large audiences. Elizabeth Salter spoke 
of the continuation of her series of multilayered eyed 
cultivars. Some of these appear to be "flowers within 
flowers.” She also presented slides of her miniature 
and small flowered tetraploids. Jeff Salter showed his 
large diploids and tetraploids, featuring heavy 
substance, superior branching and bud count, and 
fine ruffling. 

 

Elizabeth Chilton had an interesting exhibit called 
"Echoes,” showing a method by which a daylily can 
be made to transfer its image by direct contact to 
paper. 

These are just a few of the highlights of the 
Convention. I am sure I have overlooked some of 
them, since I had not prepared to take notes, 
originally intending just to enjoy the occasion. ARTFUL DODGER (Weston) (Gage photo) 

  

 

 
 

 

LITTLE SWEET TALK (Faggard) (Gage photo) 
 

 

GHONKA (Abercrombie) 
(Orgeron photo) 

 

RUFFLED BUD (Sikes) (Orgeron photo)
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JEN MELON (Oakes) (Gage photo) 

 

 
BOLOGONGO (Weston) (Gage photo) 

 

 
BLESSING (Applegate) (Gage photo) 

 

 
INDY LOVE SONG (Anderson) (Gage photo) 

 

 
HIGHLAND LORD (Munson) (Gage photo) 

 
LOIS HALL (I. Tarrant) (Gage photo) 

 



 

 

Spider Spinnings 
By Easy Ned de Albuquerque 

 
Spiders and their related cultivars of flowers of unusual shapes continue to spark daylily interest. This 
article will attempt to discuss new introductions in the Spider and unusual shaped flower categories. 
 
Jack Temple's newest introductions include MOUNTAIN TOP EXPERIENCE and UMBRELLA 
PARADE. UMBRELLA PARADE is a classic 9" spider (5:1) that is magnificent. It is a purple light 
green bicolor that twists and turns. It will set a new standard in classic Spider hybridizing. MOUNTAIN 
TOP EXPERIENCE has a 7 ½" eyed bloom with lots of green and rouge colors. It is not a classic 
Spider, but it has a bud count of fifteen and reblooms. Both MOUNTAIN TOP EXPERIENCE and 
UMBRELLA PARADE have RAINBOW SPANGLES (Temple) as a parent. RAINBOW SPANGLES is 
a self contained walking, talking, gene bank. Look up its blood line and you'll see a powerful Spider 
heritage. I might add that RAINBOW SPANGLES is a Spider and produces larger children than itself. 
Another RAINBOW SPANGLES offspring is PAT THORNTON (Glidden). It has a 10" bloom for me 
with a beautiful eye. You might remember it from Anna Rosa's garden at the Houston Convention. 
Although PAT THORNTON is not a classic Spider, it is a winner in all respects. I can't wait for my 
PAT THORNTON crosses to bloom next year. I hit everything in sight with its pollen! 
 
SATAN'S CURLS (Crandall) continues to amaze me. It is one of those once in a lifetime crosses 
given the nearly impossible parenting habits of PRAIRIE SATAN. It will be a great one as it gains 
wider distribution. The only fault related to me is possible tenderness in Northern climates. 
 
Nell Crandall's SLENDER LADY bloomed for the first time this year. It is a classic Spider in the 
KINDLY LIGHT tradition. Nell's GW-KL-1, which won the Edna Lankart Award in Beaumont, is a sib of 
SLENDER LADY. I personally feel that SLENDER LADY has the prettier bloom, but the bud count 
and branching on GW-KL-1 are absolutely amazing for a Spider with KINDLY LIGHT parentage. As a 
hybridizer, I'm actively pursuing GW-KL-1 and its dynamite potential as a parent. 
 
Betty Brown's ENDURING LOVE and EASY NED are quickly becoming established as super Spider 
types. EASY NED is a classic Spider (5:1). ENDURING LOVE has only a 2.8:1 ratio, but what an 
eye!! ENDURING LOVE's eye is very similar to MOUNTAIN TOP EXPERIENCE. Beware not to 
confuse the two. ENDURING LOVE's eye is superior to MOUNTAIN TOP EXPERIENCE's. It has 
more color clarity and a nice eye extension on the sepals. ENDURING LOVE's only drawback is its 
slowness to produce new plants. I did, however, this last Winter take my two plants (after two years) 
and put them in the greenhouse and applied lots of liquid fertilizer along with my secret hormone 
weapon. In the greenhouse setting, ENDURING LOVE became a rabbit, and I set seeds on every 
bloom even though ENDURING LOVE is ordinarily a poor pod parent from what I hear from other 
hybridizers. 
 
In all modesty, what can I say about EASY NED? EASY NED is a super grower. It is a classic Spider 
with decent bud count and clumps up almost instantly. It is a reluctant parent until established. EASY 
NED is just one of those good yellow-green classic Spider workhorses. It will be around a long time 
as it is a real bread and butter Spider. 
 
Inez Tarrant's LACY MARIONETTE has been a real pleasant surprise for me. LACY MARIONETTE is 
a good 6 ½" yellow Spider with a ratio of 4.3:1. The flowers are indeed lacy. The bud count is 
excellent. I averaged over twenty-five buds per scape. Don't worry about plant growth. LACY 
MARIONETTE is a strong grower and throws off proliferations by the dozen. In one year, LACY 
MARIONETTE proliferations are eating me out of house and garden space. 



 

 

The late Willie Belle Wilson, hybridizer of SPIN DAZZLE and WILSON SPIDER, left many seedlings 
which have been passed on to Cindi Schott of Bowling Green, Kentucky. Cindi is in the process of 
evaluating these seedlings for possible introduction. One was registered this year as ROSY 
SPRINGS. ROSY SPRINGS is different. It is not a classic Spider but rather a rose-green crispate that 
actually glows with florescence. ROSY SPRINGS is going to be something on wheels when it is 
introduced and available. ROSY SPRINGS’ only drawback is bud count, but, as Gentleman Bill 
Oakes says, "I'll take a bud count of ONE if it's that pretty!" Bill, by the way, has a new introduction, 
PARADE OF PEACOCKS, that is very unusual. It is vigorous and has good bud count and will be 
much in demand as it gets known. 
 
Now let us look at the mysterious world of tetraploid Spiders. Not much is here yet. GALAXY ROSE, 
FIRE ARROW, and LAVENDER LIGHT are all tetraploid Spider types hybridized by Webster. None of 
these is anywhere NEAR Spider proportions. LAVENDER LIGHT is more "spidery" than the others. 
RISEN STAR (Webster) is rumored to be a classic tetraploid Spider, but I can't verify it since it's 
scarcer than big spenders at the Region 6 auctions. In short, there are not any 4:1 tetraploid Spiders 
about. VELVET WIDOW (Stamile) is touted as a 4.7:1 but in reality is 3.4:1 at best. 
 
One breakthrough should be noted. Bob Schwartz of New York apparently has fully converted 
SCORPIO at the time of this writing. He informs me that he has set seed on seventy different 
tetraploids with tetraploid SCORPIO pollen. This may be a first step in getting some Spider diploids 
into the tetraploid mainstream. 
 
A final note on Spiders and unusual flowers. John Lambert has produced the most consistent Spider, 
crispate, spatulate daylily forms existing today. Dr. Lambert's cultivars are for some reason 
overlooked by many daylily fanciers. Let me tell you something. RIGAMAROLE, HELTER SKELTER, 
SERPENT'S TOOTH, OPEN HEARTH, ASTERISK, DERVISH, NEMESIS, WENCESLAS SQUARE, 
CERULEAN STAR, and DIABOLIQUE are all winners in the unusual flower categories. The above-
listed Lambert cultivars are just part of the potent gene heritage Dr. Lambert is leaving us to build on 
in creating new and different flowers. 
 
One of my hybridizing goals is crossing Lambert and Childs cultivars for exotic purple classic Spiders 
with eyes. 
 
At this point the reader should ask if all new Spiders are good, different, excellent, novel, etc. Glad 
you asked! Unfortunately, a lot of hybridizers are trying to make a fast buck on the Spider craze. 
There is a lot of Spider junk being registered and introduced with no regard to the AHS Spider rule 
and selectivity of cultivars. Beware before you write that $60 check!! At least see a picture or a slide 
of that classic, earthshaking Spider being touted as the heir to KINDLY LIGHT. I hope we all get more 
selective in buying Spiders. Unless we exercise some judgment in buying, the dogs will keep coming. 
 
NOTE: Obviously I can't include a list of the Spider dog introductions because of AHS politics, but I'll 
be happy to respond to your specific inquiries at my address: 8615 La Sala Grande NE, Albuquerque, 
NM 87111, (505) 298-1294 
 

MORE ABOUT SPIDERS 
 
The controversy over what constitutes a Spider daylily is still raging, especially among those Spider 
lovers (arachnophiles?). Much of the dispute centers on the length to width ratio of segments - should 
there be a set ratio to indicate which is and which is not a Spider? Another point of argument is what 
constitutes the required "open form" that a Spider should possess. One person's open form may 



 

 

appear to be a closed form to another. Should there be a measurable standard for this? 
 
A study group headed by Rosemary Whitaker has prepared a report, titled SPIDER SURVEY - 
SUMMER 1991, concerning this problem. The entire report, which is very lengthy, will not be 
reprinted here, since its recommendations have yet to be acted upon. Regardless of the outcome, the 
report does set forth a standard for determining the "closure" or overlap of a flower, which is a new 
concept having to do with the quality of openness which a Spider should have. (The New Official 
Spider Rule states that a Spider Daylily should have an open to moderately open form; in classic 
Spiders, petals do not overlap petals, and petals overlap sepals only at the base.) The "closure" is the 
part of the center of the flower which is overlapped or closed. 
 
The following illustration shows how the closure can be measured. 
 

 
 
Rosemary Whitaker contends that a true Spider should have a closure of 1.5" or less. 
 
A part of the Spider study involved actual measurements of flowers which are classic Spiders, 
Spiders, "near Spiders,” semi-Spiders and Variants. Measurements were performed by the following 
interested persons: Kathleen Anderson, Clayton Burkey, Lois Burns, Faye Carpenter, Geraldine 
Couturier, Nell Crandall, Wilma Little, Ned Roberts, Julia Semon, John Temple, and Rosemary 
Whitacre. The actual measurements are reprinted here, without listing any conclusions or 
recommendations that might be made from them. The measurements will be of value especially to 
those who must make decisions about classifications for daylily exhibitions. Registered cultivars are 
capitalized, while non-registered cultivars are not capitalized. 



 

 

SURVEY LIST 
 
 Standing Closure Petal Petal Proportion 
 Width  Length Width (Ratio) 
 
AABACHEE 6.00 0.50 6.00 1.00 6.0/1 
ADELINE GOLDNER 6.50 1.50 4.25 1.13 3.8/1 
ALVIN SILVER 7.00 1.25 4.75 1.75 2.7/1 
ANNETTE 6.00 1.25 5.00 1.00 5.0/1 
APRICOT SPIDER 7.50 2.50 4.69 2.00. 2.3/1 
ARACHNE 5.88 1.13 5.13 0.88 5.8/1 
ARIADNE 6.50 1.50 4.25 1.25 3.4/1 
Ariando 7.00 1.50 4.50 1.00 4.5/1 
ASIATIC PHEASANT 6.00 1.25 5.375 1.50 3.6/1 
Bach Seedling 5.88 1.25 4.25 1.13 3.8/1 
BESS ROSS 6.00 1.88 4.50 1.38 3.1/1 
Betty Brown Seedling 8.50 1.50 5.88 1.25 4.7/1 
BLACK HILLS 4.50 1.75 3.00 0.75 4.3/1 
BONNER CHARM 5.00 1.25 5.25 1.50 3.5/1 
BROWN BILLOWS 6.50 1.75 5.00 1.13 4.4/1 
Burkey B-87-10 7.00 2.25 6.00 1.75 3.4/1 
CAPULINA 6.50 0.80 5.50 1.10 5.0/1 
CAROLICOLOSSAL 8.50 1.50 6.00 1.50 4.0/1 
CAT'S CRADLE 9.00 0.75 5.75 1.00 5.8/1 
CERULEAN STAR 8.00 0.80 5.50 1.25 4.4/1 
CHURCH MOVER 8.25 1.25 5.38 2.00 2.7/1 
CONGO MAGIC 5.75 2.13 4.00 1.50 2.7/1 
CORAL CRAB 5.00 1.25 4.00 1.00 4.0/1 
CRAZY PIERRE 7.00 1.25 5.00 1.00 5.0/1 
CRIMSON PIRATE 4.50 1.00 3.25 0.63 5.2/1 
DALLAS STAR 6.00 2.63 4.50 1.50 3.0/1 
DARK STAR 7.50 1.50 5.00 1.00 5.0/1 
DEAR RUTH 7.00 3.00 5.50 2.00 2.8/1 
DERVISH 6.50 1.75 4.00 1.50 2.7/1 
DOROTHEA 6.25 1.13 5.75 1.13 5.1/1 
DOWN SOUTH 7.00 1.25 5.25 1.50 3.5/1 
DUNE NEEDLEPOINT 5.13 1.50 4.50 1.25 3.6/1 
EASY NED 7.00 1.38 5.13 1.00 5.1/1 
EMERALD EYE 7.25 1.25 4.50 1.50 3.0/1 
ENDURING 'LOVE 7.00 1.25 4.63 1.63 2.8/1 
FAIRY WINGS 4.50 2.50 4.00 1.63 2.5/1 
FAIRY SEA 4.00 1.88 4.00 1.25 3.2/1 
FAITH NABOR 8.50 1.75 6.50 1.63 4.0/1 
FELLOW 6.00 2.00 5.88 2.00 2.9/1 
FERRIS WHEEL 5.75 1.38 4.00 1.38 2.9/1 
FIRE ARROW 8.50 1.80 5.10 2.05 2.5/1 
FIRESTORM 7.00 1.50 5.25 2.00 2.6/1 
FLYCATCHER 6.50 1.75 5.50 1.50 3.7/1 
FOL DE ROL 6.50 1.00 6.00 1.08 6.5/1 
FOOLSCAP 6.00 2.00 4.875 2.00 2.4/1 
FRITZ SCHROER 9.50 1.00 4.88 0.56 8.7/1 
GALAXY ROSE 8.40 1.30 5.22 2.20 2.4/1 
GARDEN CRAWLER 9.13 0.88 7.75 1.25 6.2/1 
GARDEN PORTRAIT 7.50 0.75 7.25 1.00 7.3/1 
GARNET SPIDER 6.50 1.25 5.00 1.00 5.0/1 
GENTLE BREEZE 6.00 2.00 4.50 1.75 2.3/1 
GHOST FINGERS 6.50 2.75 4.50 1.75 2.6/1 
GODZILLA 7.00 2.50 6.50 2.06 3.2/1 
GOLDEN MARVEL 8.00 2.25 5.88 2.00 2.9/1 
GOLLIWOG 8.25 1.50 5.25 2.25 2.3/1 
GRAPEADE 6.00 2.50 5.00 1.88 2.7/1 
GREEN WIDOW 5.20 1.10 5.30 1.80 2.9/1 
GREEN DRAGON 7.00 1.50 6.25 1.75 4.4/1 
GRETA 7.75 2.75 6.00 1.50 4.0/1 
HARBOR BLUE 6.00 1.10 3.00 0.75 4.3/1 
HAWK 8.00 2.00 4.875 2.06 2.4/1 
HEAVENLY PROMISE 6.50 3.00 5.25 2.00 2.6/1 



 

 

 Standing Closure Petal Petal Proportion 
 Width  Length Width (Ratio) 
 
HELTER SKELTER 6.00 2.75 4.25 1.50 2.8/1 
HOLLYWOOD DRAGON LADY 6.00 1.38 4.50 1.00 4.5/1 
HOT SPIDER 6.50 1.25 3.00 1.00 3.8/1 
Jack's Lowdown Spider 7.00 1.00 5.00 1.00 5.0/1 
JAY ZEE 7.00 2.50 5.25 1.75 3.0/1 
JEAN 4.50 1.25 4.75 1.13 4.2/1 
JERSEY SPIDER 7.50 2.50 5.00 1.88 2.7/1 
JO WEISS 6.50 1.75 5.00 1.50 3.3/1 
JUNGLE PRINCESS 5.00 2.00 4.50 1.375 3.3/1 
KANSAN 6.00 1.50 5.13 1.25 4.1/1 
KENNELL'S FOLLY (rec) 3.75 1.25 4.00 1.00 4.0/1 
KINDLY LIGHT (Wilds) 8.00 1.25 6.13 1.00 6.1/1 
KINDLY LIGHT 8.50 0.88 8.75 1.13 7.7/1 
LACY MARIONETTE 6.30 0.60 5.10 1.20 4.3/1 
LADY NEVA 7.50 1.38 4.75 1.38 3.4/1 
LADY FINGERS 6.00 1.25 4.90 1.02 4.8/1 
LAVENDER LIGHT 8.00 0.80 5.00 2.00 2.5/1 
Lena's rd spider 6.00 1.00 4.75 1.13 4.2/1 
LILTING LAVENDER 6.50 2.50 5.00 2.00 2.5/1 
LIMITED EDITION 5.75 0.88 5.50 1.25 4.4/1 
LITTLE JUDY 5.50 1.38 4.13 1.00 4.3/1 
LOUIS XIV 5.63 1.13 4.88 1.13 4.3/1 
LYDIA BECHTOLD 8.00 1.38 5.25 1.00 5.3/1 
MABEL FULLER 5.50 1.38 4.63 1.00 4.6/1 
MADAM SPIDER 8.00 1.75 5.875 1.25 4.7/1 
MADRID 6.00 1.75 5.00 1.13 4.4/1 
MARSE CONNELL 6.50 1.50 5.25 1.25 4.2/1 
MARTIE EVEREST 4.75 1.25 3.75 0.88 4.3/1 
Martin Standard Pink 7.50 1.25 5.25 1.50 3.5/1 
MARY HELEN JARRELL 6.00 1.75 5.00 1.38 3.6/1 
MERRY MONARCH 5.75- 2.25 4.00 1.50 2.7/1 
MICO 10.50 2.00 6.00 2.00 3.0/1 
MIKADO 5.75 2.00 4.25 1.25 3.4/1 
MORMON SPIDER 7.00 3.00 4.50 2.00 2.3/1 
NAK 5.50 1.00 4.50 1.00 4.5/1 
NAVAJO BLANKET 8.50 1.38 7.34 1.16 6.3/1 
NINA WINEGAR 7.25 1.25 5.13 1.13 4.5/1 
NUTMEG ELF 3.00 0.88 2.88 0.63 4.6/1 
OPEN HEARTH 9.00 1.00 5.00 1.14 4.4/1 
OPHIR 5.50 1.50 4.50 1.25 3.6/1 
ORCHID CORSAGE 7.00 2.50 6.50 2.00 3.3/1 
ORIGNALE 5.75 1.50 4.50 1.50 3.0/1 
OUACHITA BEAUTY 6.00 2.00 5.00 1.38 3.6/1 
PARADE OF PEACOCKS 6.25 3.00 5.50 1.75 3.1/1 
PARFAIT 5.00 0.88 4.25 0.88 4.8/1 
PARLOR GAME 6.00 1.25 4.63 1.00 4.6/1 
Parry Seedling 64-1 6.38 0.75 5.88 1.13 5.2/1 
PATSY BICKERS 6.20 1.25 5.50 1.00 5.5/1 
PAVLOVA 10.00 1.25 5.50 1.38 4.0/1 
PEACOCK MAIDEN 7.25 2.25 5.50 1.75 3.1/1 
PENDRAGON 7.60 1.10 4.30 1.40 3.1/1 
PERSIAN PATTERN 7.00 1.05 4.10 1.14 4.6/1 
PICOLATA 6.00 1.25 5.88 1.50 3.9/1 
PINK WINDMILL 6.00 2.50 3.13 1.57 2.0/1 
PINK SUPER SPIDER 9.00 2.00 6.00 2.50 2.4/1 
PINK SATIN 4.25 2.00 4.50 1.13 4.0/1 
PINK CHARM 5.50 3.00 5.31 1.01 5.3/1 
PLUM BUTTER 7.25 1.25 5.00 1.25 4.0/1 
POINSETTIA 5.00 1.75 4.875 1.125 4.3/1 
PORT ROYAL 6.25 1.75 4.25 1.38 3.1/1 
PRISSY FRILLS 6.50 2.50 4.50 1.50 3.0/1 
PURPLE BOUNTY 4.75 1.75 3.88 1.25 3.1/1 
QUILT PATCH 4.50 2.00 4.25 1.25 3.2/1 
RED TWISTER 6.50 3.75 5.00 2.50 2.0/1 



 

 

 Standing Closure Petal Petal Proportion 
 Width  Length Width (Ratio) 
 
RED THRILL 6.50 1.88 4.63 1.375 3.7/1 
RED RIBBONS 6.00 1.00 5.00 1.13 4.4/1 
RED FLAG 6.00 1.25 5.75 1.25 4.6/1 
REVOLUTE 5.00 1.375 5.00 1.19 3.8/1 
ROCOCO 5.13 1.25 5.50 1.00 5.5/1 
ROYAL ELK 6.25 0.88 5.13 1.25 4.1/1 
SAMAR STARFIRE 8.25 3.25 5.50 2.25 2.2/1 
SAMBO 4.75 1.50 3.00 0.75 4.3/1 
SAMMY 7.00 2.00 7.31 1.50 4.9/1 
SARATOGA PINWHEEL 7.00 1.75 5.00 1.50 3.3/1 
SCORPIO 9.00 1.00 5.50 0.75 7.3/1 
SHENANDOAH 6.50 1.00 5.00 1.00 5.0/1 
SHIRLEY WILD 8.00 1.25 6.50 1.00 6.5/1 
SILVERDROPS 6.00 1.00 3.00 0.75 4.6/1 
SLAPSTICK 7.25 1.00 5.50 1.00 5.5/1 
SLOWPOKE 4.50 1.50 3.00 1.00 3.7/1 
SOPHAR 4.00 2.00 4.00 1.00 4.0/1 
SPEAR'S YELLOW RIBBON 5.00 3.75 3.75 1.25 3.0/1 
SPIDER SPIRITS 7.00 2.25 5.25 1.75 3.0/1 
SPIDER MIRACLE 8.00 1.50 5.60 1.70 3.3/1 
SPIDER MAN 8.50 3.00 5.25 1.50 3.5/1 
SPIDER WEB 8.00 1.00 5.63 1.63 3.6/1 
SPIDER BREEDER 7.50 1.50 5.38 1.13 4.8/1 
SPIDER SPIEL 7.00 1.00 6.00 1.00 6.0/1 
Spiderfest 6.00 1.50 6.00 1.50 4.1/1 
SPIDERMAN 7.50 2.00 5.50 1.60 3.4/1 
SPIN DAZZLE 7.00 1.50 5.81 1.63 3.6/1 
SPIRAL CHARMER 6.50 1.50 5.75 1.14 5.0/1 
STAR SPANGLED 8.50 1.00 6.13 1.13 5.4/1 
STOPLIGHT 7.00 1.00 5.13 1.00 5.1/1 
Stu's Old Pink Sp 4.50 1.00 5.13 0.63 8.1/1 
TAJ MAHAL 4.75 0.75 3.00 0.88 4.2/1 
TEEN ANGEL 5.00 1.38 4.15 1.38 3.0/1 
The Spider 6.75 1.25 5.75 1.25 4.6/1 
THURZA 4.25 1.00 5.00 1.63 3.0/1 
TWIGGY 4.50 0.75 3.19 0.50 6.3/1 
TWILIGHT STAR 5.00 2.00 4.50 1.63 2.8/1 
UMBRELLA PARADE 9.00 0.80 7.00 1.40 5.0/1 
VALLEY MONSTER 9.00 3.50 5.00 2.00 2.5/1 
VELVET WIDOW 8.00 1.00 6.00 1.75 3.4/1 
VIOLACEA 4.50 1.25 4.25 1.13 3.8/1 
WILLIE BELLE 6.25 1.50 4.25 1.38 3.1/1 
WILSON SPIDER 7.30 0.60 5.00 1.10 4.6/1 
WIND FRILLS 7.50 2.00 4.50 2.25 2.0/1 
WIND FRILLS 7.75 2.63 5.00 1.88 2.7/1 
WOODLAND SPIDER 6.00 1.50 4.25 1.75 2.4/1 
YAZOO DELTA 6.00 2.38 4.75 1.50 3.2/1 
YELLOW ANGEL 9.50 0.88 6.50 1.50 4.3/1 
YELLOW RIBBON 5.68 1.19 4.68 1.00 4.7/1 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Since the old Check Lists do not indicate which cultivar is a "Spider" and also do not list petal 
measurements at all, the above data should be of great value in helping the daylily grower in making 
decisions about the spiderness of a particular flower. In fact, the old brown Check List covering the 
years 1893 to July 1, 1957, lists the scape height as the only measurement. Only cultivars registered 
after January 1, 1963, have the diameter of the flower included. 
 
This brings up a question. How do you decide to which size category an older variety belongs, when it 
is being entered into a exhibition? 
  



 

 

Some Familiar Characters 
 
PARANOID PETE - Pete thinks everyone is out to get his new sensational daylilies. If you visit his 
yard, he is sure to follow you around, step by step, to make sure none of his red-hot pollen is taken. If 
he could, he would put chastity belts on his flowers while visitors are there. 
 
KLEPTOMANIAC CLARA - Poor Clara, if she would only remember, "Ask, and it shall be given you;" 
instead, she goes about purloining pollen when she thinks no one is looking. She is not above 
abducting proliferations, too. She is said to carry around a small kit containing vials, small scissors, 
and tweezers to carry out her operations more easily. 
 
PITIFUL PAULINE - To listen to Pauline talk, you would think her garden is covered with weeds, no 
flowers are in bloom there, and all her plants are certified dogs. Yet when you see her garden, it 
almost looks like the Garden of Eden. 
 

 
"You should have been here to see it yesterday, 

when everything was in bloom!" 
 
I am sure you have not discovered any of your own traits in any of the above characters. They are, of 
course, entirely fictitious, and no reference to any real person, living or dead, is intended. You are 
more likely, I am sure, to see yourself in one of the following types: 
 
SCIENTIFIC STEVE - Steve knows ALL the latest fads, remedies, fertilizers, soil requirements, 
mulching materials, insecticides, fungicides, miticides, and growth supplements. Luckily, with Steve 
around, you don't need to read any scientific articles. 



 

 

DEPENDABLE DARRELL - No task is too great for Darrell to take on, and he will do it on very short 
notice, too. In addition, he gets the job done with a minimum of stress, and everything goes along 
smoothly and quietly when Darrell is in charge. 
 
CLASSIFYING CLARISSA - Clarissa has a mind like a computer when it comes to daylilies. There is 
no flower around that she does not know, and she knows the hybridizer, size, and color as well. At 
show time, you don't need the Check Lists, you just need Clarissa. 
 
DESIGNING DELLA - Della has a knack for doing everything in a stylish way. Without effort, her 
designs and arrangements come out beautifully. Her garden is a joy to see. She can't tell you how 
she does it; it just comes naturally. 
 
ACQUISITIVE ALMA - Alma, bless her soul, just loves daylilies, and she can't resist buying anything 
that she doesn't already have. The trouble is, Alma has no more space to plant anything, and many of 
her last year purchases are still struggling in pots, waiting to be planted in her garden. Some day, we 
think, Alma will finally get caught up. 
 
GENEROUS JENNIE - It's impossible to leave Jennie's garden without a gift of some kind from her. If 
it's not a daylily, it's a companion plant that you must have. No proliferation goes unrooted in Jennie's 
yard. When Acquisitive Alma meets Generous Jennie, big things are bound to happen. 
 
HOSPITABLE HORTENSE - Next to cooking, Hortense likes best to see people eating her 
delicacies. She also loves daylilies, but thinks no one can view them properly unless well fed. When 
you waddle away from Hortense's garden, you won't be ready to eat again for quite awhile. 
 
TRAVELING TESS - Tess is always ready to hit the road - to a meeting, a convention, a garden tour, 
or to a commercial garden to buy a few more daylilies. We wonder how she finds time to see her own 
garden, much less to take care of it. 
 
HEMEROCALLIS WIDOWER WILLIE - You guessed it - he is married to Traveling Tess. He is the 
one who stays behind to tend to things, to water the daylilies, to fight the bugs and weeds. Actually, 
he would rather be out on the golf course every day. 
 

 
“ . . . . . . the F1 hybrids of such parents would lead to 1/16 ddff, directly 

yielding a blue Hemerocallis, though it is unlikely that such heterozygous recessives . . . . . .” 
  



 

 

The Lone Star Daylily Society 
By Elizabeth Cahoon 

 
There is a new star on the Region 6 horizon - the LONE STAR DAYLILY SOCIETY. Organized on July 

2, 1990, we have been "daylilying" along and holding our meetings on the last Sunday of the month. Our 
membership now totals thirteen and more than 50% of our members are also AHS members. 

Our first club project was to promote our favorite flower and to encourage more people to join the 
American Hemerocallis Society. We feel the project was successful. 

As a result of the interest and enthusiasm we have generated in daylilies during the past year and a 
half, there are over 200 more people growing daylilies in our areas than there were before we started our 
campaign. One of the garden clubs caught our "daylily fever" last year and purchased enough daylilies to 
create a beautiful daylily garden in front of the Memorial Museum. Tourists from all over come to visit this 
museum, so the garden has had great exposure. The garden club purchased only the newer varieties so it 
was really a nice treat for the visitors. One of the grammar schools also became interested in our favorite 
perennial, and the school children collected aluminum cans and sold them to raise money to buy enough 
daylilies to create a raised daylily bed down the side of the school that faces the street - and the "daylily 
bug" goes on and on. Since there was no place close to purchase daylilies, one of the local nurseries 
started carrying some of the new hybrids to accommodate her growing daylily clientele. She has not only 
become interested, she is now one of the newest members of AHS (and she tells us she has customers 
anxiously waiting to see what she will have available in the Spring! Isn't the "daylily bug" wonderful?) 

We used some of our first year's dues to purchase the brochure Daylilies, a Perennial Pleasure and 
have distributed it to garden clubs in different areas and to individuals who we thought would be good 
candidates for AHS. We can claim credit for several new AHS members but the tally won't be complete 
until the end of the year. Some have indicated that they were seriously considering joining but would 
rather wait and join for 1992. 

Our newest project will be donating the book Daylilies, the Perfect Perennial by Lewis and Nancy Hill 
to as many public libraries in our areas as possible. 

We will start with the Houston Branch Libraries. Some of our members live in the Houston area and 
were of tremendous help in spreading the "daylily word" in the Gonzales area, and now we are doing 
something to educate people about daylilies in their area. As a start, we are planning a Fall plant sale. 

Our club has volunteered to be hosts and hostesses for a chuck wagon breakfast to be served in the 
garden of Pat and Chuck Thornton in Gonzales, Texas, on May 30, 1992, the Sunday morning after the 
Region 6 Meeting in Austin. Their garden is quite large (almost 2 acres) and features not only daylilies but 
interesting companion plants. We volunteered for this project to insure that even if anyone became ill at 
the last minute, it would go on as planned. We will send a formal invitation with more details to each of the 
clubs after the first of the year. The Thornton garden will be an open garden on Sunday. 

The Lone Star Daylily Society is hoping to have 100% attendance at the Region 6 Meeting in Austin 
and to motivate our members we have come up with this idea - every member who attends the Meeting 
will have his or her name included in a drawing for the daylily JANICE BROWN! 
The officers of The Lone Star Daylily Society are: 

Pat Thornton, President 
Elizabeth Cahoon, 1st Vice President 
D. D. Marpe, 2nd Vice President 
Liz Logan, Secretary 
C. L. Thornton, Treasurer and Historian. 

We are looking forward to the time when we can have our first Daylily Show! That will certainly be a 
highlight for our club. Till then we will just keep "daylilying" along educating people about daylilies and 
enjoying the fellowship of those who share our goals. 
 

Join the American Hemerocallis Society 
 

For Information, Write to Elly Launius, 1454 Rebel Drive, Jackson, MS 39211 



 

 

Albuquerque Daylily Society  
By Cal Iskra 
 

1991 has been a busy year for the Albuquerque 
Daylily Society. Since last July 1st the Society has 
conducted 3 meetings, a class on daylily culture, a 
school for new judges, planting of an historic garden 
on the campus of the University of New Mexico, 
sold daylilies at our Garden Center Rummage Sale, 
and has in hand the project of planting some sturdy 
daylilies on the grounds of the Pueblo Cultural 
Center in Albuquerque. 

The July meeting was held in the garden of 
Kathryn Neely and included a tour of her peak 
bloom clumps. Our show in late June found many of 
our gardens in the early stages of bloom and now 
we were all glad to view a lot of cultivars that were 
not ready for the show. After the meeting everyone 
toured the fascinating garden of Jim and Courtney 
Petty. The Petty garden has pools and streams 
running between flower beds with ample shade from 
trees to create a pleasant oasis on a hot July day. 

The Albuquerque Council of Garden Clubs again 
conducted a series of Tuesday night classes for the 
public, and our daylily class featured some basic 
daylily culture, including slides, a talk by Kathryn 
Neely, a demo by Cal Iskra on dividing a clump, and 
then Ned and Betty Roberts talked to us about 
hybridizing and daylily resources. Linda Kellerup 
organized the class. Our Summer activities have 
netted quite a few new members for our local club 
and of course every new member is encouraged to 
join AHS. 

August found us joining each other in the garden 
of Mary Ann Moreno. There were only a few 
daylilies still in bloom but we had some good 
discussion and answered questions fielded by our 
new members. September found us in Santa Fe at 
the home of Mary Lou Pierson. She was kind 
enough to organize a tour of some neighbors' 
gardens and they were spectacular. Santa Fe 
growing conditions are quite different due to the 
higher elevation, and the cooler climate produces 
such vivid color that everyone 'oohs' and 'aahs'. The 
Marigolds and Geraniums were outstanding. 

The Stout Medal Garden at the home of Richard 
and Donna Peck is now established. Ned Roberts 
and Kathryn Neely put in many hours procuring and 
planting with the help of the Society. Richard is the 
president of U.N.M. and the garden will be easily 
seen from sidewalk and street. The areas planned 
for future Stout Medal winners have been planted 

temporarily with Lennington and Richard C. Peck 
winners. The 1994 Regional Meeting should see 
this garden at impressive clump strength. 
 
Brazosport Daylily Society 
By Paula Payne 
 

The Brazosport Daylily Society planned our 
annual June picnic with the anticipation of a tour of 
our local gardens. However, as luck would have it 
all Spring, last minute downpours prevented the 
tours but the fun and fellowship continued indoors at 
a local church building. All those participating 
enjoyed themselves and the good food provided by 
our hosts and hostesses. 

Our July meeting was highlighted by our 
members' slides taken at several Regional Meetings 
as well as our own. We had members attending the 
Louisiana Regional Meeting as well as that in 
Mississippi. It was a very interesting meeting and it 
gave those unable to attend a view of the beautiful 
flowers and landscapes of our neighboring Regions. 

We had as many as 5 members attend the 
National Convention in Minneapolis. They came 
back with wonderful slides and videos of the 
Convention as well as slides taken at gardens along 
the way. An ironic incident happened to our 
President, Nell Shimek, while there. She had been 
asked to take to the Convention the silver trays for 
the presentation of the Robert Way Schlumpf 
Awards for slides of a single bloom and the best 
landscape. She ended up as the recipient of one of 
them for the best landscape and brought it home 
again. She also won the A. D. Roquemore Memorial 
Award for best slide of a daylily clump. This is 
getting to be quite a habit with her, and every one of 
our members enjoys the results of her talents at our 
slide presentations. In addition, she won the Tricolor 
Award for best floral design. Congratulations are 
extended from all. 

Our planning committee is continuing to meet 
and plan for an exciting and event-filled Regional 
Meeting in 1993. Please don't forget that you may 
send your plants now for the Awards and Honors 
bed to Ray and Mary Houston, 413 Forest Oaks 
Lane, Lake Jackson, Texas 77566. 

Brazosport Daylily Society would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the Regional officers for their 
time and dedication spent these last two years They 
helped continue the growth, progress, and love of 
our favorite flower. We salute them. 
  



 

 

Corpus Christi Daylily Society 
By Marie Marburger 
 

Daylilies look wonderful after the abundant 
rainfall we've had in the area during the month of 
September. 

JOHN CARLO and SUNSHINE PRIZE are still in 
bloom in my garden. BLOND RINGLETS and 
RUSTY BABE bloomed until the end of August. 

Beth Miodek of Corpus Christi reports ESAU 
and CRANBERRY BABY and some seedlings still in 
bloom. And Nedra West of Riviera has MARY 
HELEN, MARIE BABIN, and a few seedlings still 
blooming. 

Our first club meeting since June will be in 
October with the election of officers and an all-
member discussion on fertilizing daylilies. Luncheon 
at Luby's will follow. 
  
Daylily Growers of Dallas 
By Helen Reynolds 
 

Would you have ever believed that you would 
read that Dallas had had rain showers during the 
Summer? Well, it was either dry-dry or it was wet-
wet from the end of May through September. The 
daylilies looked so good that they sold super well at 
our annual public sale the first weekend of October. 

Our group said goodbye this Summer to dear 
Allyene Lewis, whom we lost to cancer. She had 
truly been a guiding hand for so many years that 
she will be sorely missed. 

Daylily Growers of Dallas are honored to have 
two members to be recognized at the National 
Convention this year. Virginia Henson was awarded 
the Regional Service Award for outstanding service 
with AHS. Eloise Koonce's interview with Ury 
Winniford, published in the Region 6 Newsletter, 
was given the award for the best article about 
hybridizing. We are all happy for them. 
 
East Texas Daylily Society 
By Barbara J. Gates 
 

Many of us in East Texas feel as though we 
have webbed feet, after one of the wettest 
Summers on record. August, alone, brought more 
than 9.5” to our "patch" in Palestine - one night the 
gauge ran over, so that total was uncertain. 
Everything is growing beautifully, however, and 
lining out has begun. As I write this in late 
September, there is beginning to be a "breath" of 

Fall in the mornings, and a few leaves are starting 
to turn. Some say an early Winter is in store! The 
weather patterns have changed SO much, and one 
must wonder what these changes will bring in the 
future. 

July brought two new officers and SIX new 
members to ETDS. Jackie and Barbara Gates, Vice 
President and Secretary, respectively, resigned due 
to conflicting commitments, and David Burton is the 
new Vice President, and Cheryl Dungan is the new 
Secretary. You all know Cheryl as one of the first 
place winners in the Region 6 writing contest, 
featured in the Summer Newsletter. She is a multi-
talented lady, being an accomplished seamstress 
and teacher of fine hand sewing for Trinity Valley 
Community College. 

Work continues on the Edna Lankart Memorial 
Daylily Garden in the Tyler Rose Garden, with 
additional plants being added as donations and 
funds allow. Work days have been held from time to 
time, to wage war against the DREADED NUT 
GRASS, and two Fall plant sales have been held. 
 
Houston Area Hemerocallis Society 
By Mildred Schlumpf 
 
MAY MEETING 

We had planned a trip by bus to Gonzales, 
Texas, to the home of our member Pat Thornton, 
but due to her husband's illness we had to change 
our plans. We went by cars to some of our 
members' gardens, meeting at the garden of Paula 
Payne. She and her husband have a lovely garden 
in Pearland, and there was a lot of bloom. Then we 
went to the garden of Nelma Martin. She too had 
very good bloom and a lot of nice seedlings. From 
there we went to Donna French's garden, which is 
next door to Nell Shimek's garden. That day 
happened to be a rainy one, which did not add to 
the pleasure of garden touring, but we managed 
and everyone seemed to have a good time. After 
the tour we gathered under Shimek's carport and 
had a brief meeting, during which Mary Gage gave 
a brief talk on grooming daylilies for the coming 
show. A delicious assortment of food was served by 
Inez Tarrant, Nell Shimek, Donna French, and 
Nelma Martin. 
  
JUNE MEETING 

Everyone met at the Garden Center, where we 
boarded a bus for more garden tours. Our first stop 
was the garden of Mary Houston and her husband. 



 

 

Due to the lateness we did not see quite as much 
bloom as we had in May. Some had finished and 
had not started their repeat bloom as yet, but the 
Houstons had quite a bit of bloom. Then we went to 
the garden of Joanne Berry and from there to Patsy 
Tarrant's and from Patsy's to Inez Tarrant's garden. 
She still had quite a bit of bloom. At Inez's a Garden 
Judges Workshop was given for those who desired 
to take it. Following the tour we boarded the bus for 
a trip to Freeport to a lovely restaurant called "On 
the River" which specialized in seafood and steaks. 
After lunch we had a drawing for daylily plants and 
quite a few received daylilies. 
 
JULY MEETING 

We met at the Garden Center and our speaker 
for that day was our President, Mickey Sanders. 
She showed slides of her recent trip to Canada and 
the Butchart Garden. It was titled "Profusion of 
Bloom in Canada.” The colors were breathtaking 
and everyone enjoyed the program. 

The hosts for that meeting were Ethylene 
Rieves, Gladys and Wesley Moffitt, and Mildred 
Schlumpf. 
 
Gulf Coast Daylily Society 
By Rita Lege 
 

The Gulf Coast Daylily Society met on 
September 7, 1991, at the Groves Senior Citizens 
Center, where a lovely covered dish luncheon was 
served. President Margaret Jones welcomed our 
newest members, Mr. and Mrs. James Dowling. The 
meeting was attended by 50 members. 

Margaret Jones extended her thanks to all who 
helped in putting on such a successful Region 6 
Meeting in Port Arthur. She also thanked the R. E. 
Schulzes for their monetary donation towards the 
expenses of the Regional Meeting, which was 
attended by 173 people. Mable Nelson, the 
Regional Meeting Chairman, was not present; 
however, she had sent a note of thanks to all those 
who helped in staging the meeting. Nell Shimek was 
recognized for her photography awards. 

Several bus trips for next Spring and Summer 
were discussed, including trips to the Regional 
Meeting in Austin and the National Convention in 
Shreveport. 

The Regional officers for the past two years 
were commended on their performances in guiding 
the Region and on the production of the Newsletter. 

A new slate officers for 1992 was nominated and 

elected: Margaret Jones, President; Mable Nelson, 
First Vice President; Albert Faggard, Second Vice 
President; V. F. Lusignan, Treasurer; Rita Lege, 
Recording Secretary; and Anita Harman, 
Corresponding Secretary. 

A very enjoyable and informative program was 
presented by Mary Gage and Nell Shimek, with the 
showing of slides taken at the National Convention 
and in Regional gardens. 

In August the club had held a Garden Judges 
Workshop, attended by Garden Judges and other 
interested members. About 20 persons attended. 
Notes, slides, and photographs covering the past 
season were shared and reviewed. 

The club was saddened to hear of the death of 
Bea Gates, the wife of Lee Gates of Region 13. We 
had toured their garden several times, and were 
always received most graciously. 

We extend our sympathy to one of our 
members, Elaine Nail, of Sulphur, Louisiana, whose 
mother recently passed away. 
 
Johnson County Iris & Daylily Society 
By Ida Mae Moore 
 

The Johnson Iris and Daylily Society visited local 
gardens in June. In July we had out Annual Sale. 
We made $216.75. We did not do as well as the 
year before. In August we had a picnic at Woody 
and Marie Haralson's lovely home in Burleson. 

The new officers are: 
President: Ida Mae Moore 
1st Vice President: Lottie Ogles .(Program 
Chairman) 
2nd Vice President: Bobbie Johnson 
(Membership) 
3rd Vice President: Mary Huggins (Show 
Chairman) 
Secretary: Joyce Curlee 
Treasurer: Vera Goodrum 
Parliamentarian: Tom Goodrum 
Publicity: Rita Mims 
Hospitality: LaRita Bruner 

  
North Texas Daylily Society 
By Keith Smith 
 

The North Texas Daylily Society had a busy 
Summer, starting with the July meeting and playing 
bingo for daylilies (to be dug in the Fall). 
Refreshments for the July meeting included home 
made ice-cream. Ray John was one of those 



 

 

providing and serving ice-cream at the meeting, and 
this was the last meeting he could attend. 

Our Past President Ray M. John passed away 
on August 27, 1991. Ray was instrumental in 
organizing the North Texas Daylily Society in 1988 
and served as its Charter President. Ray will be 
remembered for his knowledge of many plants, 
including daylilies and Irises. Because of his 
photographic memory he was virtually a walking 
reference library for both the Daylily Society and the 
Iris Society. 

With the August meeting the 1991-92 officers 
were elected. All of the previous year's officers were 
returned to office for the next year, and they include: 
Keith Kinney, President; Robert Mote, First Vice 
President; Tom Hughes, Second Vice President; 
Ruth Taylor, Third Vice President; Shirlene Holt, 
Fourth Vice President; and Darlene Hansen, 
Secretary. 

The annual daylily sale again will be held at 
Wolf's Nursery in Hurst on October 12, 1991. This 
sale provides most of the income to operate the 
Society for the following year. The North Texas 
Daylily Society has an active calendar with 
meetings scheduled for each month. Our meetings 
are held the third Thursday of the month at the Fort 
Worth Botanic Garden Center at 7:15 p.m. All 
daylily enthusiasts are invited 
 
San Antonio Daylily Society 
By Cora Offer 
 

Now that September is almost behind us, 
planting and replanting will be keeping us real busy. 
New arrivals for Fall will be arriving, and this is great 
excitement for me. SO COOL (Guidry), LITTLE 
FRUIT CUP (Guidry), SATAN'S CURLS (Crandall), 
and SNOWY EYES (Ed Brown) arrived early in 
August and I was leery about them coming so early. 
I potted the latter two and kept the others protected 
from the heat for a whole week. They all look fine 
now. 

I've been preparing the holes for the others with 
compost, cotton seed meal, horticultural sulphur, 
and sand. Now, the planting will be easy. If they 
come too dry, I soak them for four hours with 
Superthrive. 

On the 29th of September, our San Antonio 
Daylily Society will come to life also and new 

yearbooks will be passed out - thanks to Michael 
Conrad and his committee. 

Our meeting will be at the home of Dick and 
Dana Griffin. Not having seen their garden, I can 
hardly wait. I know they have been working, and 
Dana is our super secretary. 
 
Houston Hemerocallis Society 
By Catherine Neal 
 

The Houston Hemerocallis Society held its first 
meeting of the new year on September 16, 1991. 
The meeting was called to order by President Louis 
Jacobs. The program featured speaker and 
entertainer, Bobo Faggard. Many beautiful slides of 
double and single blooming daylilies were shared 
with the club. The Brown Gardens contain many 
beautiful daylilies. Some of the club members had 
the good fortune to view them in 1991 on a bus tour. 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE FOR 1991-1992: 
Meetings are held the fourth Thursday at the 
Garden Center, Hermann Park, Houston, Texas, at 
7:30 p.m., in the months of September, October, 
February, March, April, and May. The following 
programs are in chronological order: Bobo Faggard, 
Wimberly Way Gardens, Joiner Garden, Hobby 
Garden, Flower Show Discussion; National 1989 
Savannah, GA, Installation of Officers, Rebloomers 
and Late Bloomers. For additional information, call 
Gordon Davis, Program Chairman, (713) 433-3225. 

Visitors are welcome to join in the fun and 
excitement of growing daylilies. Garden tours are 
conducted in May, June, and July according to the 
vote of the Society. Individual gardens are open 
during same period by appointment. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

FUTURE AHS CONVENTIONS 
 
1992 - Shreveport, LA - June 4-7 

Bill Stutson, Chairman 
1993 - Pittsburgh, PA - July 15-18 

Barbara Dittmer, Chairman 
1994 - Orlando, FL - May 

Bill Norris, Chairman; Emelina Harvey, Co-
Chairman 

1995 - Knoxville/Chattanooga, TN 
Geraldine Couturier, Contact

 



 

 

SOME DAYLILIES SEEN IN REGION 6 THIS YEAR 

 
DOUBLE POP ART (B. Brown) 
As seen in the Brown Garden 

 

 
DO-B-1-89 (B. Brown) 

Seen in the Brown Garden 
 

 
ANN MARKS (Crowell) 

Seen in the Nelson Garden 
 

 
INEZ TARRANT (Winniford) 
Seen in the Tarrant Garden 

 

 
DOUBLE MOOD MAKER (B. Brown) 

Seen in the Brown Garden 

 
DO-9-89 (B. Brown) 

Seen in  the Brown Garden 
(Photos by Mary Gage) 



 

 

Dear Region 6 Members - 
 

At the Region 6 meeting on Sunday, May 26, 1991, I suggested that we consider having the Annie T. Giles 
Award duplicated and made a permanent award that each recipient could keep, cherish, and proudly display 
through the years. After a brief discussion, it was put in the form of a motion and the motion carried. 

For the benefit of some of our New Region 6 members, the Annie T. Giles award is a beautiful twelve inch 
plate, depicting daylilies, hand painted by the late Annie T. Giles. She was not only a prominent influence on 
the daylily world of Region 6 but was also a past President of the American Hemerocallis Society. This plate 
has been a "traveling award.” In other words, the recipient of this honor has had to return it by the next 
Regional Meeting so the next winner could keep it for a year. It is awarded to the best seedling or registered 
but unintroduced cultivar hybridized by a member of the host club of the Regional Meeting and shown in a 
special bed in one of the tour gardens. The attending members cast ballots to decide the winner. 

Although I discussed having twenty five duplicate plates ordered initially, with the thought that we could 
probably get a better price by ordering in quantity, I have since decided that it would be better to purchase only 
ten plates at a time. Ten plates or less do not take up much room and would not be an inconvenience to any of 
the Awards and Honors Chairmen who would be responsible for keeping them during their two year terms. Ten 
plates would carry us through to, and include, the year 2001. 

I have therefore taken it upon myself to order ten duplicate plates at the most nominal price of $25 each, to 
be hand painted by the very talented Bessie Mackey from Port Arthur, Texas. She is not only a gifted artist but 
she is also a member of the Gulf Coast Daylily Society and has offered to do these plates at her cost for the 
materials. She is donating her time. 

Now, we are down to "what about the original plate?" All the previous winners would like to have it; but, 
since that is impossible, all the names of living past recipients of the award were put into a hat and one name 
was drawn. That person's name is CARLETA ARRANT! Congratulations Carleta! 

Please don't forget to send in your applications for appointment as a Garden Judge by December 1st. Send 
them to your RVP. We have a lot of openings for Garden Judges in our Region. Let's fill them quickly. 
Remember, the future of the daylily depends on the Garden Judges who are constantly evaluating and judging 
the new cultivars. Be a part of daylily history and progress. 

I thank you for the privilege of allowing me to serve as your Awards and Honors Chairman for the past two 
years. 

See you in the garden! 
  

Sincerely, 
 
Pat Thornton, Awards and Honors Chairman 

 

 
AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY 

REGION 10 
 

Mid-Winter Symposium II 
February 1-2, 1992 

Marriott Hotel 
Chattanooga, TN 

 
The Mid-Winter Symposium sponsored by Region 10 will feature Senior and Junior Exhibition Judges 
Clinics, Garden Judges Workshop, presentations by Stewart Oakes, Bill Munson, Darrel Apps, Sarah 
Sikes, Pat Stamile, Jay Turman. Nell Jessup, Bob Carr, David Kirchhoff, and Ken Cobb. Registration 
fee is $55 per person. Hotel rate is $49 single/double (plus tax). Call Marriott Hotel, 2 Carter Plaza, 
Chattanooga, TN; (615) 756-0002 (phone direct, weekdays only). For additional information: Lee 
Pickles, Meeting Chairman, 1219 Village Green Drive, Hixson, TN 37343, Phone (615) 842-4630 
Evenings Only 
 



 

 

 
REGION 6 DAYLILY SOCIETIES 

 
ALBUQUERQUE DAYLILY SOCIETY: President, Mary Ann Moreno, 4420 Avenida Del Sol NE, Albuquerque, 
NM 87110; ph. 505-266-8398. Regular meetings February, May, June, July, August and November. Call for 
details. 
 
AUSTIN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY: President, Mrs. Warren Dickson, Jr., P.O. Box 1868, Austin, TX 78767; 
ph. (office) 512-328-2797, (home) 512-328-2797. Meetings first Thursdays, 7:30 p.m., the Austin Area Garden 
Center. 
 
BRAZOSPORT DAYLILY SOCIETY: President, Nell Shimek, Route 1, Box 267, Alvin, TX 77511; ph. 713-331-
4395. Meetings second Sundays 2:30 p.m., Lake Jackson Public Library. 
 
CORPUS CHRISTI DAYLILY SOCIETY: President, Marie Marburger, Rt. 1, Box 141, Sinton, TX 78387; ph. 
512-364-1893. Meetings first Thursdays, 10:00 a.m., call for details. 
 
DAYLILY GROWERS OF DALLAS: President, Ruth Ratliff, 11202 Barbarosa Dr., Dallas, TX 75228-211 7; ph. 
214-469-3647. Meetings - daytime and evening units - call for details. 
 
EAST TEXAS DAYLILY SOCIETY (TYLER): President, Roxanne Fessler, Rt. 2, Box 175, Ben Wheeler, TX 
75745; ph. 214-469-3647. Meetings - call for details. 
 
GULF COAST DAYLILY SOCIETY: President, Margaret Jones, 2040 Woodrow Drive, Port. Arthur, TX 77642, 
ph. 409-982-2398. Next meeting December 14, 1991, 12 noon at Groves Senior Citizens Building - call for 
other meetings. 
 
HAPPY TIME DAYLILY SOCIETY (Pleasanton): President, Olla Conaway, 1008 Commerce, Pleasanton, TX 
78064; ph. 512-569-2005. 
 
HOUSTON AREA DAYLILY SOCIETY: President, Mickey Sanders, 569 Rancho Bauer, Houston, TX 77079; 
ph. 713-496-2456. Meetings second Thursdays 10:00 a.m. at the Garden Center in Hermann Park. 
 
HOUSTON HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY: President, Louis Jacobs, 11306 Jamestown, Houston, TX 77024; ph. 
713-780-8326. Meetings fourth Thursdays of September, October, February, March, April, and May, 7:30 p.m., 
at Houston Garden Center in Hermann Park. 
 
JOHNSON COUNTY IRIS AND DAYLILY SOCIETY (Cleburne): President, Ida Mae Moore, 1603 Cobblestone 
Court, Cleburne, TX 76031-6540; ph. 817-641-3923. Meetings 4th Saturdays at 2:00 p.m. at Johnson County 
Electric Cooperative, Cleburne. 
 
LONE STAR DAYLILY SOCIETY (Gonzales): President, Pat Thornton, 808 St. Louis, Gonzales, TX 78629; ph. 
512-672-2652;. Meetings, last Sundays - Call for details. 
 
LUFKIN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY: President, Maggie Koon, P.O. Box 269, Lufkin, TX 75901; ph. 409-824-
3380. Meetings usually monthly - call for details. 
 
NACOGDOCHES DAYLILY SOCIETY: President, Carleta Arrant, 1105 E. College, Nacogdoches, TX 75961; 
ph. 409-564-7744. Meetings: call for details. 
 
NORTH TEXAS DAYLILY SOCIETY (Fort Worth): President, Keith Kinney, 3112 Story Lane, Bedford, TX 
76021; ph. 817-26 7-6118. Meetings third Thursdays 7:15 p.m. at Fort Worth Botanic Garden Center 
 
SAN ANTONIO DAYLILY SOCIETY: President, Charles Swim, 124 Cueva, San Antonio, TX 78232; ph. 512-
494-6259. Meetings third Fridays - call for details 
 



 

 

 


