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Welcome 
Our New Additions 

Edith Davis-Ashmore 
14115 Edenglen Drive 
Houston, TX 77049 
 

Miss Jimmie Lee Jones 
6816 Clayton 
Dallas, TX 75214 
 

Geneva N. Roberts 
6643 Edge 
Houston, TX 77095 

Mrs. John M. Thomas 
P.O. Box 876 
Onalaska, TX 77360 

Jean Blount Baker 
3300 Pearl Street, #118 
Nacogdoches, TX 75961 

Anne C. Pettit 
3026 Chimney Rock 
Nacogdoches, TX 75961 

Alice Schulze 
P.O. Box 225 
Arcola, TX 77517 

 

 
Welcome to our Daylily Family. I know you will enjoy every minute. Join your nearest Daylily Club. - MN 

 
This is the last Newsletter that I will do and also the last one on your 1985 subscription. Send $4.00 
or $5.00 to Nell Crandall, 721 Ourlane Circle, Houston, TX 78064, for your renewal. - MN 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Sandy Goembel, AHS Secretary has resigned. Send your AHS renewals to: Ainie 
Busse, Secretary, Route 2, Box 13, Cokato, Minnesota 55321. This must be done before January 1 
or you will not receive your Spring Journal. - MN 
 

AHS SEEKS EDITOR 
 
Because of the resignation of John Mason Allgood as AHS 
Journal Editor at the recent National Convention, for personal 
reasons, the AHS Publications Committee is soliciting applications 
for the position. A detailed job description is available from any of 
the following committee members: 
 

Mr. John Mason Allgood, Editor 
Mr. Bill Ater, AHS President 
Mr. Paul M. Botting, Chairman 
Mr. Joe M. Langdon, AHS Publicity Chairman 
Mr. A. Stewart Morton, AHS Treasurer 
Mrs. William Weinreich, AHS Chairman of RVPs 

The Editor is responsible for editing the Daylily Journal, Annual 
Checklist Supplement, Membership Roster, Grower's Handbook, 
and various AHS special publications. In addition, the Editor is 
responsible for soliciting advertising, articles, and artwork for the 
Daylily Journal and for assisting the Publications Committee in 
preparing the AHS publications annual budget. 
 
An applicant for the position should have a considerable 
knowledge of daylilies and the AHS, be a good writer, have a 
good sense of design, be a competent manager, and have 
experience editing a publication and working with a printer. A 
demonstrated ability consistently to meet deadlines within a 
budget is also highly desirable. If you are interested in the 
position, and meet most of the requirements listed above, please 
contact Paul Botting, 12901 Riffle Ford Ct., Gaithersburg, MD 
20878 (301-869-3742) as soon as possible. 
 
We believe we have the finest of any of the plant Society journals, 
so it is important that we find a person with the enthusiasm and 
ability to carry on this fine tradition. 
 
Paul M. Botting 
Chairman, AHS Publications Committee 

..AND REGISTRAR 
 
After more than thirty years of dedicated service as AHS, 
Registrar, Bill Monroe has announced his pending retirement. 
Anyone who is interested in further information concerning this 
position may contact James G. Siwik, 1111 Thunderbird Lane, 
Naperville, IL 60540. 
 
 

 
  

"It's for my wife, so give me a plant that's a good listener." 

 



 

 
From Your RVP and Editor 

Photo 
Sam Rose 

 
Dear Region Six Members and Friends, 
 

As the temperature and leaves, both drop in harmony, we can only brace for a new cycle that is 
about to unfold. 

As the conclusion of 1985 draws near, we find ourselves confronted (as many) with the question 
of "Time" or, where has it gone? 

The time needed to share with friends; the time sought to expand our friendships. The time 
needed to enjoy pleasant company and conversation. 

If we only had more time! 
Yet, our two years have been good ones.. It has been two years of dreams of fantasies. Some 

have materialized, others have not. 
"Parting is such sweet sorrow," said Shakespeare. How true it is. Parting is such sweet sorrow for 

me. 
Parting is sweet when I remember all the support you wonderful Daylily People have given me the 

past two years. 
All your wonderful letters of encouragement and praise. Parting is sweet when I remember the 

work our officers have given, with very little reward. They never hesitated one minute to do a grand 
job. 

Parting is sweet when I remember the area reporters who did such a great job in getting club 
news to me so we could, in a small way, enjoy each others’ activities. Their job was a big part of the 
success of our Newsletter. 

Parting is sweet when I remember Ann Marks who helped with the typing and proof-reading of our 
Newsletters. 

The sorrow is our job is finished and we will no longer be working with the closeness of the past 
two years. Please let me express my sincere gratitude to all you wonderful people. 

We accomplished many things we wanted to do but there were many we couldn't. 
I'm pleased we bought our first C.D. and now have a nest egg for the future. I tried to be as thrifty 

as possible to enable us to save this amount. Our C.D. is for $5,000. We will have enough ready 
capital to get Nell on her way until the auction in Austin. These plant auctions are vital to our Regional 
support. 

I asked our RVP Chairman, Annie Weinreich, to ask for an increase in Newsletter payments to the 
Region. Hopefully, this will come about. 

I was pleased when the Nacogdoches Daylily Society became active again. To you my very best 
and will be looking forward to you holding a Regional. 

Anna Rosa worked on holding over new members, writing each and sending them information on 
joining a local club. This is still a problem, holding our new members, and much more to be done. 
Also, I'm sorry we did not have complete success with our youth. We started off with a bang and it 
kinda fizzled. I tried to start a Youth Fund for Region 6 Memorials, hoping it would catch on. We have 

 



a separate fund just for youth activities. This we need to work on. 
I'm happy to report the increased interest in our Newsletter. I have mailed over 600 copies the 

past three issues and could have used more. 
All in all, this has been a very rewarding experience for me, I have enjoyed every minute. Thank 

you for asking me to serve. 
How fitting indeed to close my term at the close of the year and season. When Nell and her 

officers begin, it will be a new year, new daylily season, a new beginning. 
May I take the privilege to extend to Nell and her new staff any help myself or officers may give. 
As Luke Senior, Jr. was turning the office of National President over to Ned Irish, he said, "There 

is nothing so past as a Past President." I hope this is not true in my case, as I intend to continue 
working for Region 6 and the AHS. 

Yes, parting is such sweet sorrow, but we will be back on the Daylily Trail, where we will be 
looking forward to seeing all of you. My best to all forever. 
 Mable 

 
 

 
 

Old gardeners never die - they just spade away. 
 
 

 



 

 

From Your RPD 
 

A Rushed but Fun-Filled Year
 

By Albert C. Faggard, RPD 

Photo 
Sam Rose

 
Perhaps next year will truly be a normal daylily season. I need one with that "Good old slowed 

down southern you'll come see the daylilies pace,” but I am sure it will again be somewhat hectic 
during the bloom season with plans already being made for Austin, Atlanta, and Santa Cruz. When 
you host a Regional or National there is so much getting the yard and plants in shape not to mention 
your wife wanting to spruce up the home - then the committees and two bus trips and garden visitors 
and a National flight to Detroit. What the heck! you only pass this way once. It was a year of fun and 
flowers. Even now my work (full time that is) has played havoc with my Fall garden chores and 
schedules so I m still rushing to get it done before the freezes. If the nut grass gets any taller I'll sell it 
for thin line daylilies. 

The Region 6 Meeting was well received and I am very proud of our club. We called it a mini-
National, but nothing mini was left in, ask those who were here. Perhaps the thing I remember the 
most were the busloads of friends who came so far. Perhaps on a quiet day they will return and I can 
visit a little longer. 

Next was the bus trip to the Baton Rouge Gardens - Bill and Marie Monroe, Rudy and Mary 
Pacas, Clarence and Beth Crochet, and Lee and Bea Gates. These gardens are all different and very 
exciting because of the many outstanding cultivars. A trip to Baton Rouge is always fun but rushed 
even when you get lost. The Gulf Coast group call them our "Kissin Cousins.” Bill and Marie always 
have new surprises grown in lovely clumps. Standouts were SILOAM URY WINNIFORD, SILOAM 
POCKET SIZE, and SILOAM TOY TIME. SILOAM URY WINNIFORD was named for that famous 
Texan who fought the nut grass in Dallas and even won the National Hybridizer’s Medal. Oh! I forgot 
the daylily is green yellow with a deep dark round purple eye. Very striking. BUTTERPAT by Bob 
Kennedy was showing why it won so many awards, too. Since the trip I've added CAREFREE 
BEAUTY, a very solid ruffled light peach and CREATIVE ART, a great rippled ruffled yellow cream 
from the fine breeders, Dot and Charlie Pierce. Anne, my attentive wife, fell in love with both. This is 
good, now I don't have to sneak them into the garden. NEIL KEOWN and FAIRY TALE PINK are 
others that looked good on the tour. Another super quality Hemerocallis was SERENITY MORGAN 
by Marge Tanner. It was doing fine here and at the National. Rudy and Mary Pacas served us with a 
grand lunch after a grand tour of this outstanding display garden. This is what a tour garden should 
be. I was very proud of them. It appeared he still had plans to improve it further. Baton Rouge flower 
lovers have a fine garden to make the Winter dreaming come to life. I was even impressed with the 
nice clump of my own LITTLE SWEET TALK, plus many more. GLORY IN RUFFLES, a peach cream 
was grown to perfection. LITTLE LORI and LITTLE SPUNKY were shining, too. His black-red 
seedling RT STR 82-1 stood out, too. I bet his seedling patch had some sleepers we didn't see. Now 
out there someplace is Lee Gates’ tetraploid garden. I get lost most of the time getting there so they 
wouldn't let me direct the bus. Don't sell that character short - he grows and breeds many of the finest 
tetraploids around today. I was impressed with ROBERT QUASDORF. It's a delightful and exciting 
fully ruffled flat yellow. Another named for the Colorado friend CHARLIE BAKER is worth the price 
when it’s sold. His 1986 year should be exciting and I'm going back to view them privately. Now that 
everyone has seen and appreciated Lee's CHARLES JOHNSTON the National President’s Cup 
Winner more will take notice of his daylilies. I guess he will become a "National Dignitary." Clarence 
and Beth Crochet have a yard full of quality daylilies. Both now have time to devote to their favorite 
 



 

hobby. It appeared they have also recovered from the hard freezes a few years back. 
Here I was rushing again and ended up in the digging area where Maggie Sheffield bought me a 

nice "being nice" collection. Two daylilies I fell in love with this season that were both on this tour at 
National and our Regional were 83-101 and 83-104. These are stars of the future small flower world. 
83-101 is a peach cream with a red eye, lovely form. The kind I really go for. 83-104 is a deeper rose 
with a darker eye. Truly outstanding ruffled form. A classic. Some of my friends left our Regional and I 
sent them to these gardens on the way to New Orleans because it will always surprise you with those 
newer and excellently grown cultivars. The tour was a lot of fun, once again. 

Later I made an auto visit to the fine gardens of Elsie Spalding, Lucille Guidry, and Jerry Guillory. 
All displayed super fine daylilies. Jerry's I FANCY and LAVENDER WHISPER were topics of much 
conversation. At the Guidry garden I came away with a few more to add to my collection but you will 
have to come to my garden to see what I have added. 

While it was rushed, somewhat late and hot, the trip to Spring and Houston area daylily gardens 
proved lots of fun, too. Our Texas neighbors are working hard for their 1988 National. Mary and Eddie 
Gage's garden added a cool and lovely setting not to mention the extra lunch and drinks. You can get 
lost getting to their place too - it’s country. Newer named varieties that they have added sparkled in 
the sun. Mary's seedling bed holds many a surprise, also. Their garden is new to us - but it’s gonna 
be one of the best in Houston. Jill Roberson met our bus at the Houston Daylily Garden. This is the 
largest daylily garden next to Kleims that I have seen. Fields and fields of daylilies. No, I didn't walk 
them all - the sun was taking a toll on us by that time. Here I enjoyed AMMON, a deep yellow with a 
great purple eye. The entrance has a picture postcard display. Anne won the bus gift of the exciting 
$100 red tetraploid KING LAMONI. She's trying to take pollen orders from me and Edgar Brown for 
the pollen in the Spring for spending money. HELAMAN and MORMON are very different spider form 
daylilies, while EBONY LAMANITE is a deep dark 4 ½" black with a gold throat. It stood out. While it 
was a very hot time of the day, it didn't seem to bother Anna Rosa Glidden's Garden. It was a vast 
display of blooms. Nestled in front and back of two homes, here we saw a large variety of well grown 
daylilies, many Siloams and others, including many newer doubles. The fine CATHERINE NEAL 
holds the sun well. A picture of this great one is in the latest Journal. It’s not a sleeper down here, you 
just can't get stock. Her IVORY SNOW was a lovely large near-white with a green throat and good 
bud count. LAVENDER SALLY also showed good bud count and is a lavender with a darker eye and 
nice ruffling. One of my favorites was JEWEL GLIDDEN MEMORIAL. It is a 6 ½" ruffled bronze. I 
missed Homer in this garden we had many fun moments - mostly in jest. 

The National in Detroit was a whistle blowing, rushing experience, but gosh we saw the daylilies. 
Every garden was in top shape - top blooms. Their hard work and organization paid off. We had fun 
with our fellow travelers. Much has been written about the National. I wish you could have been with 
us. I even got an extra trip into Howard Hite’s garden. I have always admired this man and his flowers 
- his lovely wife makes it perfect. It was a setting that brought back memories of my first visit to 
MacMillan's. You will be hearing a lot about LIGHTS OF DETROIT, PRIME MINISTER, MONSTER, 
GOLD MEDALION, CARRICK WILDON, JEANETTE ZOLLINGER, EMERALD DEW, POOGIE, 
CHORUS LINE, FORTY NIGHTS, ELEANOR HITE, LITTLE GRANNY, BANTU BUBBLES, and 
ILLINI JACKPOT. I was there - they are good. The horse trade I made on the bus was rewarding 
since I traded a $25 chance and won a $60 near-white tetraploid. This time, Edna, I didn't get the 
wrong end of the horse. The fellowship with those wonderful folks again was great. Don't believe what 
you hear - Merle Kent and I are not touring this season in "George M.” To wrap it all up, some folks go 
first class, to make you enjoy a National. The people in the Chicago and Detroit area do. 

In all the rush, I forgot to mention how nice it was to have the busload of folks from Georgia. I'm 
looking forward to seeing the gardens of Atlanta. I guess I had better start packing. Again thanks to all 
who have made it a little bit rushed but a little bit fuller. Sorry you missed out if you weren't along. 
  
  
 



 

Bobo and Mable 
 

Photo Betty Brown 

 
ATTENTION: EXHIBITION JUDGES 

 
At the Board Meeting on July 18 in Detroit, two items 
were acted upon which are of special interest to 
Exhibition Judges. 
 

1) To become an Honorary Exhibition Judge the 
following qualifications must be met: 

 
a) Complete at least 12 years of service as 

an active Exhibition Judge 
b) Make application, in writing, to the 

Regional Vice President for honorary 
status, stating reason for not being able to 
continue as an active judge 

c) Written communication from Regional Vice 
President to the Exhibition Chairman 
stating their recommendation as to the 
application 

 
2) Exhibition Judges who have not paid their 

dues by March 1 will be dropped, and can be 
reinstated only by completion of all of the 
following: 

 
a) Attendance at a Judges Clinic 
b) Successful re-examination 
c) Completion of Junior Judge requirements 

 
Since dues are payable January 1 there should be no 
problem getting dues paid by March 1. This gives the 
Secretary time to get the information to the Editor by 
the deadline for printing the Membership Roster. 
 
If you are interested in keeping your status as an 
Exhibition Judge, be sure you pay your dues on time! 
 Virginia Henson, Exhibition Chairman 

THANK YOU 
AWARDS AND HONORS JUDGES 

 
The 1980 National Convention of the American 

Hemerocallis Society convened in Boston in July of that 
year. At this Convention the first Awards and Honors 
Judges meeting was held. Each year at Convention time 
since 1980 a meeting has been held to bring up ideas, 
suggestions and information to help judges learn more 
about garden judging and to help improve the Awards and 
Honors System. Many ideas and thoughts were put into a 
survey format and presented to the Awards and Honors 
Judges at their annual meeting in Orlando in 1984. Along 
with the Convention judges helping the Judges Chairman, a 
survey form was placed in the renewal forms when they 
were mailed during the Summer, as well as several judges 
took forms home to those who could not attend the 
Convention to fill out and return. Of the 437 Awards and 
Honors Judges, 210 were contacted and the results of this 
endeavor were printed in the Spring Journal so that you 
have been made aware of what transpired. 

At this time I wish to thank all the judges for their 
wonderful participation and help in gathering the necessary 
information that was presented to the Board of Directors 
last Fall. It enabled the Board to see what the judges felt 
was a need in our Society. 

The willingness on the part of so many judges to take 
the time and respond to the survey, whether for or against 
J.C.'s, has shown that the membership can reach the 
Board of Directors when a need exists. Always feel that you 
are able to express your opinion on matters that could help 
our Society grow and prosper. We are here to serve you. 
We need your help and guidance in matters that concern 
the whole Society. 

Thank you again for your participation and let us all 
continue to work hard for our Society by voting for our 
needs and those ways we feel will help strengthen and 
enlarge our Society. 
 
Sincerely, 
M. Wayne Johnson 
Garden Judges Chairman 

 



MEET NELL CRANDALL YOUR NEW RVP FOR 1986-87 

 
Photo Mable Nelson, Detroit 

 
Nell Crandall is a native Texan, born and raised in the small town of Moran, 50 miles east of 

Abilene. She received her degree in Business Administration from the University of Texas and 
worked for several years for Humble Oil & Refining Company, where she met her husband, John. 
They have no children. 

 
Nell became really interested in growing daylilies in 1976 and joined the Houston Area Daylily 

Society. She now grows approximately 700 daylilies, the spidery types being her most favorite form. 
She grows a few seedlings from her own crosses every year but has never registered one of her own. 
However, she did register one spider which was hybridized by Margaret Dickson of Birmingham, 
Michigan. This was given to Nell at the Detroit Convention in 1985, and will be named SPIRAL 
CHARMER. 

 
Besides growing daylilies, Nell's hobbies include photography, calligraphy, sewing, and travel. 

Since her husband's retirement, they have more time for travel. In 1984 they spent a month in Japan, 
and this year they vacationed on Kauai. She has traveled on four of the Texas Bus trips to the 
National Conventions, and in this way has seen many beautiful gardens throughout the United States. 

 
She also collects Indian baskets and pottery of the American Southwest. 

 
P.S. Nell Crandall, active as a former RPD and in her Houston Society, received the Regional 

Service Award, awarded to members who have given unselfishly of their time and efforts to promote 
our Society on a Regional basis. She was awarded in 1984. 

 
As RPD Nell worked to see that every local Society received coverage in the Regional Newsletter. 

In her own local Society, she has served as Vice President and Program Chairman for two years and 
as President two years.. She has attended every Convention but one since 1976, and also been 
present at every Regional Meeting but one. - MN 
  

 



 

 
News of Local Clubs 

 
 
BRAZOSPORT DAYLILY SOCIETY 
 

The Brazosport Daylily Society is hosting the 1987 Region 6 Meeting on May 22-23, 1987. Our 
1987 Regional Chairman, Joan Park, and Co-Chairman, Pam Boyce, are busily making 
arrangements for what we plan to be the best Regional ever. That's going to be a tough job but we 
can do it. 

Our club has chosen the Tarrant garden to host guest beds for the Annie T. Giles and Malcolm 
Collie “Hemmie” Awards plants. As you know, these awards will be presented for the best 
unintroduced flowers shown in the Region 6 tour garden during 1987. 

All Region 6 hybridizers are asked to send at least two fans of their best seedlings for display now 
so they will have sufficient time to become well established in the guest beds. 

 
Send your plants to: 

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Tarrant 
Rt. 1, 7135 Hwy. 36 
Freeport, Texas 77541 

 
Our last two meetings were special treats to our members. In September, we were honored to 

have Mr. Joyce Lewis speak about miniature daylilies. In October, Dr. Jack Roberson from the 
Houston Daylily Gardens, delivered an inspiring presentation on the culture of daylilies. We 
appreciate these men taking time from their busy schedules to visit the Brazosport Daylily Society. 
The November 10th, 2:00 pm, meeting will be our annual daylily sale and auction held at the 
Brazosport Arts and Sciences Center, Art Studio, on the campus of the Brazosport Junior College. As 
in previous years, there will be bargains galore and we are expecting an enthusiastic crowd. 
 
 Ray Houston 

 
We must love them both, those whose 
opinions we share and those whose 
opinions we reject. For both have labored in 
the search for truth and both have helped us in 
the finding of it. 

 
St. Thomas Aquinas 

 
BALLAS BIG D 
 

In September, the Fluorescent Unit of the .Daylily Growers of Dallas met the first Thursday evening 
and greatly enjoyed a slide show that Eloise and Gene Koonce presented, on the Region 6 Meeting 
in Beaumont. 

We saw the buses on the parking lot of the beautiful hotel and we saw all the beautiful gardens and 
people all over admiring the gorgeous daylilies and enjoying the fellowship and food. The show 
brought it back again and we are still enjoying the Region 6 Meeting. 

We have also been busy with our Christmas in September drawing of new daylilies, and we held a 
sale at Wolfe Nursery which netted over $1,000. Both day and night units have the daylily drawings 
and hold their own special auctions of plants grown a year or two, and the one plant is returned for 
auction while the winner keeps the original plant. This plan has helped to upgrade our gardens and 
 



increased our membership. We also enjoy the auctions and growing of the lovely new daylilies. 
New officers will be installed by Lula Mae Purnell on November 3 at Gertrude's house. LULA MAE 

PURNELL, a well known daylily, won Queen of the Show this year at the Garden Center. 
The Daylily Growers do not have a Christmas party, but will have a "Pea Patch Party" December 

28 and the member wearing the "Pea Patchiest" outfit will get a prize. There will be lots of cornbread, 
black-eyed peas and everything that goes with it and maybe a "Lil Abner and Daisy Mae" at 
Gertrude's house again. Happy New Year to you all. 
 Gertrude Lanham 
 
PLEASANTON 
 

Each member of the Happy Time Daylily Society of Pleasanton wants to express their 
appreciation for the recent Newsletter containing two beautiful memorials to our beloved charter 
member, Mrs. Pearl Howard. 

Our Society celebrated its 16th anniversary October 14th with a delicious birthday cake and an 
inspiring program. Billie Dove presented a program on growing daylilies and Amaryllis and Faye 
Andrews displayed a scrapbook compiled by Wilhelmina Troell which reviewed highlights of our 
history. 

Our plant sale in October was very successful despite the rain. Many gardens in our area will now 
be growing Dove daylilies and Amaryllis, thanks to the Dove's generosity. 

We received another new member and are making plans for our Christmas luncheon. 
 
 Louise C. Oliver 
 

“To be without a Hobby is to miss some of life's greatest pleasures.” 
O. C. Lightner 

 
NACOGDOCHES 
 

We have enjoyed our first season as an organized Society. Our emphasis has been to learn as 
much about daylilies as possible. To do this, we have toured several hybridizers' gardens. Our first 
event consisted of a tour of Jean Barnhart's garden. There we were able to see thousands of 
seedlings that she has produced, as well as Lucille Williamson's, whose garden she purchased this 
Spring. We were so taken by her flowers that some of us showed up at her seedling beds almost 
daily. Other gardens we were able to tour were Glidden's, Durio's, Cruse's, and Guidry's. In late June, 
J. L. Cruse invited us to a slide show. We were most impressed with some of his red flowers. Our 
officers were also able to attend the Regional in Beaumont. We are currently making plans for our 
future and wondering which direction a small club like ours should take. 
 

The Nacogdoches Club officers visiting Claudett 
Hassing's garden in Richmond, Texas. 
 
Left to right: Deloris Jones, Claudett Hassing, 
Carlita Arrant, Jean Barnhart. 

 

 



Go For It! AUSTIN 86 
 
AUSTIN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY 
President: Mrs. Beth Zimpleman 
 

 

ATTENTION PLEASE! 

 
 
Regional dates have been changed from: 
 

Friday, May 30, 1986; Saturday, May 31, 1986; Sunday, June 1, 1986 
 
To: 
 

Thursday, May 29, 1986; Friday, May 30, 1986; Saturday, May 31, 1986. 
 
Please post your calendar and make plans to attend the 1986 "Capitol Country" Regional in Austin, 
Texas. 
 

Regional Headquarters will be the Marriott located at the northeast corner of Hwy 290 and Hwy 
35. Plans are underway for the 26th Annual Flower Show, "Capitol Country," tours of Zilker gardens, 
and member gardens in both Austin and Taylor, TX, a fish fry, a barbecue and much more. 

More complete details will appear in the Spring Newsletter. We are looking forward to seeing all of 
our Region 6 friends. Do, please, plan to come visit with us. 

Our Christmas party this year will be in the lovely restored early 1900s home of Bill and Claire 
Maxwell in Taylor, TX. This country Christmas party will include an exchange of daylilies and 
installation of new club officers. 
 Elizabeth Krebs 
 
GULF COAST DAYLILY SOCIETY 
 
Officers for 1986, to serve from January 1 thru December 31. 
 

President: Dinah Martin 
1st Vice President: Joe Boudreaux 
2nd Vice President: Gene Marks 
Treasurer: Frances Burkhart 
Recording Secretary: Frances Choate 
Corresponding Secretary: Ann Marks 
Historian: Eugenia Neeb 

 
We had a very successful plant sale in Central Mall in Port Arthur, September 21st. The slides 

added the beauty, missing in the absence of blooms. Gene Marks was chairman. 
Our December 7th meeting be our Christmas Party. We will enjoy good food and will exchange 

daylilies. We will have a musical group from Louisiana. 
Our bus trip to Louisiana, where we visited the Bill Monroe, Rudy Pacas, Lee Gates, and Clarence 

Crochet gardens, June 5th, was an exceptional trip. 
Twenty-two from our area went to Detroit, Michigan, for the AHS Convention. Such gracious hosts 

 



with such lovely gardens made this a great experience. 
We are looking forward to the 1985 season! Our club is taking buses to the Region 6 Meeting in 

Austin, and the AHS Convention in Atlanta, GA. Mable Nelson will be chairman of both trips. 
Happy Holidays to you all! 

 Frances Choate 
  
ALBUQUERQUE DAYLILY SOCIETY 
Betty Roberts 
 

Kathryn Neely and Ned Roberts both report excellent repeat bloom for 1985. 
Kathryn sings the praises of LITTLE BRONZENE for its almost continuous bloom, 
and Ned is equally enthusiastic about LIME PAINTED LADY. 

 
Our November meeting will be the last one of the season, and we'll be electing 

officers. We feel this has been an excellent year for growing and promoting 
Hemerocallis. 

 
Kathryn and Betty have worked with a Manzano Del Sol (retirement home) 

committee in planning a daylily bed for their grounds. They already have extensive 
plantings, and the new daylily bed should enhance the beauty of this lovely home. 

 
CORPUS CHRISTI HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY 
 

Members of the Corpus Christi Hemerocallis Society elected the following officers to serve during 
the 1985-86 club year: 
 

President: Pauline Bluhm 
First V.P.: Hilda Wilson 
Second V.P.: Belle Lorenzen 
Third V.P.: Jayne Martin 
Secretary: Marie Marburger 
Treasurer: Wilma Robertson 

 
During May, the group toured the daylily garden of Marie Marburger, Sinton. Clumps of JEAN 

WOOTEN, ARREST ME, BOLD STREAKER, and LITTLE BUSINESS drew the most comments of 
admiration. 

 
Also in May, club members presented a display of more than 300 varieties of daylilies for the 

enjoyment of the public. Currie's Nursery, Corpus Christi, kindly lent us space for our exhibit at their 
store. 

 
Hilda Wilson, Pauline Bluhm, and Marie Marburger recently rewrote the daylily article which was in 

the old Corpus Christi Garden Book. The book is being revised, and the new copy should be in print 
by the end of 1986. 

 
Members are looking forward to the upcoming year's programs, in particular the one in February 

when Mr. Bob Dove, Pleasanton, will be our speaker. In May, Hilda Wilson, Beth Miodek, and Wilma 
Robertson will be hostesses for a progressive luncheon and tours of their daylily gardens. 
 
 Marie Marburger 
 
 



No one is truly literate who cannot read his own heart. - Eric Hoffer 
  
HOUSTON AREA DAYLILY SOCIETY - Inez Tarrant, President 
HOUSTON HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY - Ray Schuck, President 
 

The Houston Hemerocallis Society had its annual daylily sale at Sharpstown Mall on October 5, 
and the Houston Area Daylily Society had its sale at Northline Mall on October 12. Both clubs had 
plenty of plants for sale, remembering that the crowds of buyers had been so overwhelming back on 
June 1 when the members had to go back to their gardens to dig more daylilies to meet the huge 
demand, and still ran out of plants. Both of the Fall sales were quite successful. 

 
Mr. Paul D. Carter, 516 Julia, Houston, Texas 77022, has been named Chairman of the Guest 

Plants for the 1988 National Convention. Anyone desiring to have guest plants grown for display at 
the 1988 Convention should contact Paul. 

 
Pictures below were taken by Rena Humphreys at the September meeting of the Houston Area 

Daylily Society. Your RVP had the pleasure to present the program. 
 
 

 
 

Anna Rosa Glidden, 1st Vice President; Mable 
Nelson, RVP; Inez Tarrant, President 

 
 

Mable Nelson & Mary Gage 

 
Inez Tarrant & Pat Thornton, Recording 

Secretary 
 

 



 

 

Gulf Coast had its first Fall sale in September. 
 
Eddie & Mary Gage 
Elaine Boudreaux in background. 
 
Photos by Shirley LeJune 

Ann Marks, Nell Pittman, and Allie Swafford, 
willing workers. 

 

 

Sweet Pea Portie buying plants from Plant 
Chairman, Gene Marks, and Treasurer, Frances 
Burkhart. 

Sale Chairman, Gene Marks, and Joe Boudreaux 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rodger N. Croker 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Charlie Garrison, Brownwood, Texas, was born Pyrtle Crouch on August 12, 1902, at 
Richland Springs (San Saba County), Texas. 

 
She has been growing daylilies for over fifty years and remarked that one that she remembered 

enjoying in those early years was AUTUMN MINARET (Stout), a bronze that grew to about 44" in her 
garden. 

 
She joined AHS in 1964 and was an avid member of the Heart of Texas Daylily Society which was 

formed shortly after that time. She was the first President of the Woodland Heights Garden Club and 
was a member of the Brownwood Iris Society. She was a charter member of the Read Red Robin. 

 
Pyrtle enjoyed friendship with other Brownwood area gardeners and during daylily season they 

made each garden daily to enjoy the beauty of each day's offering. Mrs. Edythe Burroughs, Mrs. 
Earline Poole, and the late Mrs. Lora Reese and Mrs. Mae Collie visited and swapped plants and 
mustered up interest in their area for their favorite flower. 

 
Early plants came from Russell Gardens and from Wild's. Plants that stood out for her through the 

years were: EVELYN CLAAR (Kraus), KINDLY LIGHT (Bechtold), RASPBERRY FRILLS 
(Williamson), and WINNING WAYS. 

 
A love for all flowers and a keen sense of humor characterize this charming and lovely lady who 

was too modest to furnish a photograph. 
 
Her efforts at hybridizing resulted in one registration - that of a pale lemon she named DOROTHY 

GARRETT for her daughter. 
 
Though health problems persist, she still maintains her garden, makes an annual trip to California 

to visit her son, and is always ready to welcome visitors and talk daylilies. 
 
 

Slow Judgment 
 

Since the generality of persons act from impulse, 
Much more than from principle, 
men are neither so good nor so bad 
as we are apt to think them. 

  
 



 

AWARDS & HONORS

 
 

 
A bit about the Award and Honors bed for our Regional Meetings. 
 
There has been some confusion about the eligibility of these plants and about the labeling. 
 
First, the rules have not changed as to the eligibility of plants to receive the Malcolm Collie and the 

Annie T. Giles Awards. They are such: 
 
The Annie T. Giles Award entries are placed in competition by members of the Host Club. It must 

be unintroduced, although it can be registered and named. 
 
The same applies for the Malcolm Collie Award which goes to the cultivar receiving the most votes 

from the attendants. This has to be an unintroduced plant, which again may be registered and named 
but not introduced into commerce. This award goes to Region 6 members other than the Host Club. 

 
It was voted on in Dallas in 1982 (I believe) to have these cultivars together in the same garden to 

make it much easier to find them and to cast our votes. 
 
To make the voting equal, it was suggested to put the entries under number only and not names - 

and when I say number this means not the plant number but that each plant should receive a garden 
number. In turn, the host garden must keep a record of the entries and they send a list to the Awards 
and Honors Chairman for safe keeping. 

 
In this way no one but the host garden and Award and Honors Chairman will know the entries until 

the Saturday night banquet. 
 
This, we believe, is the best way to have a non-partial voting system. 
 
Other plants are most welcome as guests and can be new or old, also out-of-Region guests are 

very welcome. This makes a very nice display of cultivars available for evaluation. 
 
I have asked Rodger Croker, our Award and Honors Chairman, to write a guide line to be handed 

out at our 1986 Regional in Austin. Hopefully this has helped clear up some of the confusion. 
 
P.S. Just remember No Plant is eligible to receive either award that has been in commerce by 

introduction in a pricelist or other means. 
  

 



Six 
Sounds Off! 

 
Tell us what you think, write a letter to the Editor 

 
 

I thought the article in the last Journal about our Southern Evergreens was a bit unfair. I wonder if 
these same people have seen what happens to some of the Northern Dormants in our Southern 
gardens in a couple of years. 

I believe we now have Evergreens and Dormants that will do quite well in both areas. 
The modern hybridizers have been working on this for some time.. All a person need do is to visit 

both North and South and read more labels. 
 Edgar Brown 
 

What a. Newsletter! Read without any interruptions. I had a great year even though red spider 
mites kept me company. Too many seeds, and too hot, and still is. 

I obtained a few good ones from Millikan and he sent me VIP? He must have been in an awfully 
good mood or had sympathy. We got started writing 3 years ago when I noticed. he had used ANNIE 
GOLIGHTLY which I think is tops. Few use it just like few use BENGALEER. I enjoy one of Stevens’ 
varieties from BENGALEER - it is a cool one and takes this weather fine. 

My biggest regret is that I can't attend the Regionals but am thankful to be alive after my 
remodeling at St. Luke’s in 1979 - pacemaker and bypass and a new aortic valve. 

You were an excellent RVP and the last Newsletter was special. I feel. people like me with a small 
area in daylilies need all the help they can get in all phases of daylily culture. When I was RVP for the 
AIS for Texas, I found out this problem is probably the most important in keeping new members. The 
other is the attention given the high priced new introductions. I can see both sides of this problem but 
it seems the attrition rate among new introductions is extremely high. One year certain cultivars are 
the rage, etc. and try to find them in even 3 years. In fact if they do survive it is hard to find them and 
yet some remain year after year. I have been tempted to write an article on this subject but doubt if it 
would do any good. Edna Lankart made some interesting comments in her last article. Thanks for 
reaching this far! 
 J. W. Collier 
 

I have been enjoying some late rebloom. HOLIDAY IN DIXIE is going great. SEDUCTRESS didn't 
like the change of location. She just rotted. I will try again in the Spring. Thanks for the great job you 
did as RVP. I know you must be looking forward to a rest from it all. See you in Austin! 
 
 Ruth Ratliff 
 

I would like to add a hearty Amen to Bobo's suggestion regarding "more late blooms," and hope 
the dealers will list more lates for sale. They would certainly have a place in our gardens. 
 
 Shy Osborn 
 

"Among famous traitors of history 
one might mention the weather." 
Actress Ilke Chase (1905-1978) 

 



 

  
The daylilies bloomed very generously in our area this year. The abundant Spring and early 

Summer rains contributed to outstanding rebloom, also. I had 81 cultivars still in bloom the last week 
in July. That number has dwindled rapidly until now (August 11th), I am down to about 20 or so that 
are still flowering. 

I surely enjoyed the last copy of the Newsletter and will be eagerly looking forward to the next one. 
I appreciate all the work you and others are doing to put out such a good publication for us. 
 
 Marie Marburger 
 

I hope your garden isn't as bleak as ours. June and July each brought an inch of rain, and August 
hasn't brought a drop. A clump of Hemerocallis fulva is blooming, so is PERSNICKETY, and 
SNOOPY has a scape, that is it. Mary Smith and Sam and Martha Montgomery spent most of today 
with us. It was a pleasant day. 
 Rodger Croker 
 

As I am a new member to the American Hemerocallis Society, I received a complimentary copy of 
the Region 6 Newsletter, which I as a novice grower enjoyed more than the Journal. 
 
 Charline Franklin 
 

I never had a year with as much rebloom as now (August 22, 1985). Some 100 still have scapes 
not all bloom the same day. Even GRANDFATHER TIME keeps on reblooming. INEZ WAYS, 
AFTERNOON DELIGHT, JUNE DAWN, FASHIONETTE, SHOCKWAVE, and HOTLIPS are today's 
showpiece. 

According to our official weatherman, San Antonio has had all of 0.19" of rain since July 5th. On 
that date 5.58" fell in 2 hours time. The water came within a few inches of entering the house. The 
flood water washed about 300 TB Irises bare of soil and buried all my Louisiana Irises in street dirt 3 
to 6 inches deep. The TB are all replanted and I plan to start in on the Louisiana Irises next month. 
Right now we are removing dead foliage and topping daylilies. Seems like only two are missing this 
Summer and three from last Winter. I forgot about MARTHA ADAMS and ordered five new ones from 
Mr. Hite and Sarah Sikes. There are two that I will donate to a worthy cause just in case someone 
gives me their prize seedlings this year. Bob and another friend are always asking me to share their 
introductions. I am about through giving away the ones that don't grow well for me. My complaint now 
is all grow too well and are exceptional bloomers and I plan to keep them and add very few from now 
on. 1400 is 700 too many to take care of for two people especially when one is slightly lazy. Happy 
gardening. 
 
 Mary Smith 
 

The season is winding down, but we're having some nice bloom presently on MATTIE MAE 
BERRY, SNOOPY, BUTTERSCOTCH RUFFLES, BITSY, and OLIVE BAILEY LANGDON. Scapes 
are appearing on LITTLE ORANGE SLICES of mine. Thanks for a job well done. You've been a truly 
great RVP, and your Newsletters have had great coverage. 
 Rodger Croker 
 

I am sending a little contribution for the Newsletter which I enjoy so much. I just grow daylilies in 
my yard for enjoyment. I can lose myself in them. 
 Faye Pate 
  



I had good response from the advertisement in the Newsletter, I sold all the large flowered ones, 
but not quite all the small flowered ones. After one of the driest Summers I remember and a really hot 
one, we've finally had rain and some cooler weather. I'm trying to get things moved and lined out but 
it's sure a slow go with everything to do. The Regional must have been a real success from reports 
I've had. So many visited my garden before and after the Regional. On May 23, I had visitors from 
Kansas and New York; plus the bus from Dallas and other points in Texas. On Sunday, May 26, I had 
visitors from several states, plus many from Texas. Everyone reported such a good time. 
 
 J. L. Cruse, Jr. 
 

Now I want to tell you about my pleasant surprise of the Summer. It was SCRUPLES from David 
Kirchhoff - it is fantastic. I bought it from a slide showing that Homer and Anna Rosa Glidden had for 
a few of us in their room in Birmingham. It was constantly blooming for three months or more. It didn't 
do this last year so I was unprepared for it. It is a miniature of tailored form with heavy substance. The 
color is a buff to amber blend that looks a little different every time you look at it. It is certainly a 
winner and these are the kind that members need to know about. 
 Jo Crisp 
 

The last Newsletter was certainly crammed full of goodies. It looked as though it cost a fortune to 
have printed! But I do think it's important to use a lot of pictures. SUPERSONIC PRIZE that you gave 
me for solving the puzzle is doing fine. 
 Nell Crandall 
 

We're really having the rain, 1 ½" yesterday and it rained all night and is raining now. I wish we 
had received some during the Summer. It was awful! See you in Austin. 
 
 Natalie Thompson 
 

We have had tremendous rains. We like rain but it is much too wet to work in the beds. I still have 
lots of seedlings to plant and why can’t I resist crossing? I have just about used up all available 
space. 
 Gertrude Lanham 
  

Off to Detroit with 18 friends 
 
RVP Region 13, Margaret Dekerlegand 
RPD Region 6, Albert Faggard 
RVP Region 6, Mable Nelson 
and RPD Region 13, Joe Boudreaux. 
 

photo Elaine Boudreaux 
 

 

 

 



BETTY AND EDGAR BROWN’S GARDEN 
BY THOSE WHO CAME BY 

 
MY MEMORIES OF THE 1985 REGION 6 

MEETING 
By Donna Sylvester, California 

 
The Edgar Brown garden in Orange Texas is 

a master display garden and surely deserves the 
honor. A beautiful driveway leading to the house 
has a wire fence lined with gorgeous Roses. 
There were large variegated pittosporum, 
wonderful large tree Roses and very well grown 
miniature Roses. The edges of some of the beds 
were cement blocks with Moss Roses. There is a 
small stream flowing through the garden and 
clumps of cattails. In the daylily beds there are 
many Martin houses and other bird houses. Mr. 
Brown also has a large collection of potted 
Hibiscus in sensational colors. The daylily beds 
have gravel walks lined with boards and were 
well labeled. The garden as a whole is a beautiful 
park. We were served a fabulous lunch by the 
pool - my first taste of barbecued alligator, Wow! 
 

 
Betty & Edgar Brown 

 
photo by Sam Rose 

THE BECKONING HAND OF BEAUMONT 
By Frances Gatlin, Missouri 

 
If the hotel food was not exotic enough to please, 

lunch at the Edgar Brown garden really stretched the 
point. I think Joe Boudreaux had been fishing and 
caught a big one. I closed my eyes and swallowed a 
barbecued alligator nugget. Hmm, not bad. Just wait till 
McDonald's gets onto this one. 

The gardens were all new ground to me. One of the 
larger hybridizers of the area. I wonder what hybridizers 
think of being called "large" or "small.” The adjectives 
could more properly apply to the body of the person: 
This fat one or that short one - (now where was I?) Oh 
yes, the Edgar Browns live in Orange, Texas, a point of 
the Golden Triangle, where tall Edgar produces a lot of 
large fat flowers in his very big garden. Betty Brown 
specializes in doubles, though she also has large singles 
registered under her name. One of those I liked was 
MERRY MIST (B. Brown), a 1983 introduction. This 
looked good in several gardens. It is a wide, flat, delicate 
lavender bitone, with translucent but stable substance, 
about 6 ½”. FIREPOWER (E. W. Brown, 1984), one of 
the better brick red tetraploids, is still quite expensive; 
but it does have desirable width and ruffling. WHOPPER 
FLOPPER (B. Brown, 1982), a huge novelty with lengthy 
segments, is lavender accented by a darker halo and 
prominent green throat. Edgar's counterpart in yellow 
has an even more floppy form and is called SLADE 
BROWN - very popular with the visitors. MABLE 
NELSON (B. Brown), a newly registered variety, is a 
heavily creped blend of pastels. The large, full petals are 
dissected by ivory ribs and pale cream sepals turning 
pink on the tips. 

At the Orgeron garden, PERKY EYES (B. Brown, 
1978) was conspicuous for its nicely spaced branches 
and high bud count. The color pattern and form are 
different. A soft wide strawberry eye dominates the 
surface. While remaining pinky beige parts recurve to 
form a modified triangle about 5" wide. 

One of my favorites of the Betty Brown doubles was 
DOUBLE PURPLE THRILL (1982). Such a deep, rich, 
velvety color! (At least in the shade.) Tall, doubling, and 
wide outer petals add to the attraction. Another was 
DOUBLE TUTTI-FRUTTI (1981), pink with yellow throat, 
wide recurved outer parts and a high center pout. 
DOUBLE OVERTIME (1981) was a yummy blend of 
amber pink with green throat dusted around by 
cinnamon. 
 
The above articles are from Region 7 and Region 11 
Newsletters. I am printing them as the write-up article 
was omitted from the Summer issue. - MN  

 



The pictures below were taken in the Brown garden at the 1985 Regional by Dorthea Boldt and 
Frances Gatlin. The favorites in the Brown Garden of the Georgia Bus Trip were: ANNE FAGGARD, 
MERRY MIST, MOTOR MOUTH, and TOMATO SURPRISE. 
 

 
 

Betty Brown 

 
 

FIREPOWER 

 
 

SUPER TRADITION 

 
 

DOUBLE PURPLE THRILL 

 
 

MERRY MIST 

 



 

Dear 
Albert 

 
Dear Albert. 
 

Do you know the dates of the National in Atlanta? 
 Going too. 
Dear Miss Going, 

The dates are June 19-21, the Rote Hyatt Regency, Atlanta. Garden tours include Bob George, 
Fred Ham, Jeanne and Ward Foote, Mary Lou Hutchins, Bob Belcher, Trudy Petree, Barbara 
Mitchell, and Harold McDonell Gardens. Sounds like fun. See you there. 
 Albert 
Dear Albert, 

Did you think the article on Evergreens was a little strong in the National Journal. 
 Ticked 
Dear Ticked, 

Yes, it was written with good intent. Who controls the weather. Sometimes a few loses mean you 
can add a few newer ones and discard those you hated to part with. Mulching is not a problem here. I 
lost very few daylilies during the last major freeze. I wouldn't plant up North in Fall without mulching. 
 Albert 
Dear Albert, 

If you crossed BROCADED GOWN x QUAKER GOWN x DESIGNER JEANS would you get three 
sets of ruffling. 
 Abbey 
Dear Abbey 

Yes, but who wants jeans with that much ruffling. I want it in my daylilies. 
 
Dear Albert, 

Where can I get SILOAM JIM COOPER? 
 Needed 
Dear Needed, 

Try the Van Sellers garden. The Glidden Garden and the Crochet Garden all have a large stock of 
the Henry daylilies. 
 Albert 

 

 
 
 

Congratulations to . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
Mr. and Mrs. I. D. Thompson, Sr. on their Golden Wedding Anniversary. 
 
The Thompsons are from Seagoville, TX. 

 



 

 

Garden 
Tips 

 
As promised I will try and shed a small amount of light on the two worst enemies of our favorite 

flower; Crown Rot and Spider Mites. 
The following articles are from several people, reprinted from Newsletters and guest articles. 
Please remember to read the labels on all insecticides before using and always use with care. - 

MN 
I'd like to thank Lee Gates, Peggy Estes, Jess Collie, and Dale Thomas for the following. - MN 
 
The picture shows the 

damage Spider Mites will do to 
the foliage. Taken in my garden 
Spring 1985. The black and 
white doesn't show the crisp 
yellow-brown leaves. - MN 

 

 
The formula below is for you 

who do not like to spray with 
insecticides.. Dale works in a 
Greenhouse. 

 
I haven't tried this so I cannot 

say if it works on the daylilies. - 
MN 

 
The Spider Mite formula is 2 

ounces of rubbing alcohol with 4 
tablespoons of dish wishing 
liquid per gallon of water. You 
will most likely repeat it twice. 
Also you can use it in your greenhouse but for aphids you will have to increase the rubbing alcohol to 
maybe 4 ounces, in fact I think you can use almost full strength rubbing alcohol, though, I would try 
that on plants you really do not want any more, first. 

 
The spray will work on just about everything except full grown-mature scales, it will kill the small 

ones, so you will have to spray several times to kill all of them, scale is the only thing that still plagues 
my house plants. Some of them I will throw away and forget them. 
 
Spider Mites, Two-Spotted Mites, Red 

Spider Mites 
 

 

Damage 
 
Green, red or yellowish; almost 
invisible; oval; appear first under 
leaves, then spread. 

White or yellow speckled areas appear 
first accompanied by fine web, 
especially on underside of leaves, then 
leaves turn brown and drop; plant 
growth is stunted; flowers fade. 



 

Spider Mites 
 

The daylilies (all of them) look very good. Some I thought were dead have come out and look fair. 
They are the ones that I just quit watering after the red Spider Mites got so bad. And that is why I'm 
writing. 

 
There are few miticides that don't damage daylilies so it seems. The only miticide available here is 

kelthane and all the dealers swear it's the one to use. So far I haven't used it. Cygon thins them out to 
healthy numbers so it doesn't help much. Pentax can be ordered in quart size bottles for about $20 
and I don't need that much for a small backyard. 

 
There are other miticides for field crops but no information on effects on daylilies. One is Azodrin 

made by Shell. It has been tested thoroughly on red Spider Mites and the Banks Grain Mites which is 
a terror on the high plains. It is used on corn and grain sorghum. My neighbor farms in the bayou 
bottoms so he brought me a Pepsi bottle full of Azodrin. Strength was unknown and there were no 
instructions. He did tell me they used 0.8 pound per acre, which I already knew, but didn't indicate 
how much water was used. At one time last Summer I had a bed of seedlings, both diploid and 
tetraploid that were about gone so I tried Azodrin at 1 tablespoon per gallon of water and no sticking 
agent. The Spider Mites vanished and were very slow reappearing. However, there was damage to 
the plants, some died and others had yellow leaves but slowly recovered. Percentage loss was low. 

 
I called the Entomology Department here and talked to the "Spider Mite Expert" and he knew very 

little more than I did but suggested a weaker solution. Neither one of us is sure this will prevent 
damage but I plan to try next Spring. 
 Jess Collier 
 

What most everyone uses for Spider Mites is Plectran 50. This I do use with good results. It 
comes in a 2 pound bag which will last forever. It cost around $40. Use 1 teaspoon per gallon of 
water. 

I ordered mine from Parks Wholesale Division, Greenwood, SC 29646. Ph. 1-803-374-3341. 
  



The following was in an 1979 Region 14 Newsletter, I have not tried this, so cannot comment on its 
effectiveness. - MN 
 

LEGS KICK TV HABIT 
FOR NEW LIFE OUTDOORS 

By Ruth Moose 
 

 
 
Charlotte, NC - The legs from 
old TV tables are now part of my 
gardening equipment. I use 
them in the yard to hold open 
the plastic bags I am filling with 
leaves, grass clippings, or 
shrubbery prunings. They're light 
to handle and fold flat to store. 

 
1560 OLD SHELL RD - 432-3671 

JUST WEST OF CATHERINE STREET 
P.O. BOX 385, MOBILE, ALABAMA 36601 - PHONE 432-3671 

 
MORESTAN 25WP 

 
Use on Roses, ornamentals for remarkable 
residual control of Mites, Mite eggs, and pew 
psylla. It has also recently been found effective 
for the control of powdery mildew. 
 

Use 1/2 to 1 lb. to 100 gallons of water. 
 

5 lb. bag $36 plus postage 
 
Postal Rates: Zone 1 & 2 Zone 3 Zone 4 
 up to 150 Miles 150-300 300-600 
 $2.50 $3.50 $4.75 

 
 
  

Crown Rot and Daylilies 
By Lee E. Gates, Prairieville, Louisiana 

  
Crown rot, as I have experienced it in our garden, is easily identifiable by a foul odor resembling 

that of rotting onions. This is characteristic of a group of bacteria identified as Erwinnia sp. These 
bacteria have been isolated at Louisiana State University in diseased daylily samples from my 
garden. The pathogen is widespread over the south. It survives by decomposing organic material in 
the soil and will also attack weak daylilies. Our information is that once it has attacked the plant and 
entered the plant's vascular system there is very little that can be done to save the plant. Assuming 
that this is true, our solution to the problem must be based upon establishing the best cultural 
practices to enhance the ability of the daylily to maintain vigorous healthy growth. 

 
It has been suggested by professional plant pathologists, horticulturists, and geneticists that the 

susceptibility of daylilies to crown rot is a result of extensive line breeding over a period of many 
years. The assumption is that as we have bred and continue to breed for desirable plant 
characteristics in flower, foliage, and other traits, we also transmit undesirable plant genes. These 
genes may lower the plant's resistance to harmful bacteria to which the species daylilies had 
immunity. 

 

 



 

I argued with the above assumption until I moved back to Louisiana. I now believe that it has merit 
and so it was the basis of my initial breeding program whereby we out-crossed Southern-bred 
daylilies with unrelated cultivars from non-Southern hybridizers. 

 
In 1982 we had a display bed of our introductions plus those of several other hybridizers. The bed 

had been prepared by adding river silt, three to four inches of pine bark and raising it about six inches 
above the surrounding soil. During a July-to-September period of heavy rainfall, high humidity and 
high temperatures, water stood in the middle of the rows for many days. Plant losses were great from 
crown rot and without regard to hybridizer. Plants that were supposedly very susceptible survived and 
some that had been considered immune died. Very few plants were lost from other adjacent beds that 
were better drained and better prepared with more bark and sand. This observation prompted me to 
evaluate the difference in seed bed preparation, vertical and horizontal drainage, and numbers of 
diseased plants in the various flower beds. 

 
In Mobile, Alabama, crown rot was something that happened to other people. An exception was 

the offspring of tetraploid HARRY BARRAS. It produced some beautiful seedlings. Each time I 
selected a clump for introduction I lost all of it to crown rot. Our neighbor, Charles Pierce, lost an 
occasional plant to crown rot, but not very many. Since the crown rot organism existed in Mobile what 
was the major differences in the cultural practices there and here in Prairieville, Louisiana (near Baton 
Rouge)? Our seed beds were prepared the same in both gardens. We used the same fertilizer and 
the same application times. The difference was the soil. In Mobile it vas a sandy loam, which provided 
excellent vertical and horizontal drainage while here the soil is very heavy. 
 

HOBBY GARDEN CULTURAL PRACTICES 
 

To better understand and evaluate the sequence of events described later, comments are needed 
on the cultural practices in the Hobby Garden. The addition of organic material - bark, bagasse (the 
by-product of sugar cane), wood chips, etc. - all help to create a better environment for plant growth 
and development. Bacteria that decompose the organic materials provide an extended availability of 
nitrogen and assist in converting other plant nutrients - phosphorus, potash, and minor elements - to 
a chemical form that is easier for a plant to adsorb and use. The organic material helps to retain 
moisture and fertilizer in sandy soils. In heavy soils it helps to provide free air movement in the soil 
and assists in drainage. There have been many scientific studies that have proved some organic 
materials - specifically bark - inhibit the growth of some fungi. 

 
As our soil is heavy, resulting in very poor vertical and horizontal drainage, it is highly acid and 

very deficient in plant nutrients. The bark improves aeration and drainage. It also loosens up the soil. 
 

PREPARING THE SEED BED 
 

The seed bed preparation for our garden is dictated by the type of soil and conditions existing in 
our garden. It is a new garden and as it matures we will use less bark and less of some fertilizer 
elements. The fertilizer ratios used here are not advocated for all gardens or areas. A soil test should 
be made of the soils in each garden to determine what fertilizer elements exist and what the 
recommendations are for kinds and amounts of fertilizers needed for the plants you wish to grow. I 
suggest that more nitrogen will be required than most county agents will advise. This is especially 
true where large amounts of organic materials are added. Over a period of years phosphorus may 
build up in a soil to the point where none is needed for plant growth. Excessive amounts of 
phosphorus affect the availability of other fertilizer elements and will inhibit growth. 

 



 

For seedlings we prepare a seed bed to sustain two years of growth. We would prepare the same 
way if we were transplanting mature plants that were to remain in the same bed for two or more 
years. The seed bed is prepared in the Fall. We add at least five inches of small size pine bark (one 
inch or less in diameter). Approximately 600 pounds of 13-13-13 and 1,000 pounds of 
dolomitic limestone are applied per acre. These materials are tilled into the soil to a minimum of eight 
inches. The seed bed is raised to about eight inches from the middle and is ready for planting. 
 

FERTILIZING 
 

During the last week of February (time will vary with the your location) apply, as a top dressing, 
approximately 600 pounds per acre of 12-6-6 containing minor elements. (We use Sta-Green. Other 
brands are available in other areas.) This application provides nutrients to the daylilies as they start 
Spring growth. We again use 12-6-6 with minor elements as a top dressing in mid-April. This provides 
the plants with an extra boost of plant nutrients for the bloom season and beyond. It is essential that 
extra nitrogen be used when you have a high organic content in your seed bed. This nitrogen is not 
lost. As the bacteria decompose the organic material, the nitrogen is released and becomes available 
to the daylily. For older beds we use approximately two-thirds of the above bark and fertilizer amounts 
(same application time). 

 
The product containing minor elements which we use and which produces such excellent daylily 

development is a by-product of a small nursery. This material was developed for growing ornamentals 
in containers. I first used it because I had a lot of it when I fertilized. Most minor elements are leached 
from Southern soils. Minor elements, such as boron, manganese, zinc, and copper, are required in 
very small amounts for plant growth and development. If used in large quantities they become toxic to 
plants. 

 
To those of you who have decided that I go overboard on fertilizer - maybe. It is our intent to give 

every daylily in our garden the opportunity to show what its potential is under the most favorable 
cultural practices. Next year I will start with a light application of 12-6-6 in early July. I believe a 
healthy, vigorous plant will be less susceptible to crown rot. 

 
Other cultural practices that should assist in the prevention of crown rot are: (1) spacing plants to 

allow good air movement between them, (2) the removal of dead foliage as it occurs, and (3) the 
removal of dried scapes as they have bloomed out. 
 

EXPERIENCING CROWN ROT 
 

This has been the experience of crown rot in our garden: On October 30, 1980, we moved to our 
present location. Seed bed preparation was limited to the addition of one inch of sand, tilling, and 
almost throwing clumps of plants in rows. Some bark was added as a mulch during the Winter. We 
fertilized as stated above but omitted the late June-July application. Thankfully we had a dry July to 
September period and no rot. 

 
In the Fall of 1981 we had time to do a better job. We hauled in enough sandy river silt to raise the 

beds four inches. We added four to six inches of bark, fertilized, tilled and planted. Spring growth and 
bloom were excellent. Our losses started in late July as previously stated. Those beds that had the 
most bark and best drainage had fewer losses. 

 
The Fall of 1982 started off with personal illness. I was limited to only part time supervision where 

previously I did everything myself. More river silt was hauled in to raise the soil level about four 
inches. A neighbor, Jake Schmidt, volunteered to till my planting area for me. He thought his tiller 



 

would cultivate twelve inches deep so I had eight inches of pine bark and bagasse added to the 
display area. The tiller barely cut through the bark. I did not have time to make changes. The daylilies 
were planted in at least 80% bark. The other planting area had about five inches of bark. 

 
The amounts and times of fertilizer application were the same for all beds. The July to September 

weather conditions became very favorable to crown rot. It was hot and humid with lots of rain. Crown 
rot hit like wild fire in the areas having five inches of bark and poor drainage. I lost many seedlings, all 
plants of three introductions and several clumps of five seedlings that we were planning to introduce. 
At most only ten clumps of a thousand were lost in the seed beds having 80% bark and the daylilies 
grew and bloomed extremely well. What had been suspected before was confirmed at this time. A 
plant pathologist was present to confirm the results. He took the plant samples from which the 
bacteria Erwinnia sp. were isolated. 

 
For the 1984 season we added more river silt and increased the percentage of bark in the seed 

beds. Like everyone else in our area I had severe damage from the freeze. Spring growth was 
variable: some plants died, some did not bloom, and some made very poor growth. 

 
At this time (September 12, 1984) we have plants with crown rot. In 95% of the cases the plants 

were those most adversely affected by freeze damage. 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

From the above-related experiences and observations I am convinced that the practices identified 
will help me to hold the incidence of crown rot to a low level. I should add that the level of soil in the 
garden is now at least fifteen to eighteen inches above the surrounding area. We have excellent 
drainage and the vertical drainage has been improved. 

 
Should I ever experience other results which are at variance with my expectations they will be 

reported promptly in the Newsletter. It is hoped that the cultural practices and ideas as described in 
this article will be of some value to other growers of daylilies. 

 
Come and visit. 
 
Lee E. Gates has put his Fine Arts, Botany, Ornamental Horticulture and Landscape Architecture 

majors to fine use during forty years experience as a Landscape Architect and City Planner. His 
commercial garden, The Hobby Garden, specializes in daylilies. Questions or comments will reach 
him at Route 3, Box 12V, Prairieville, LA 70769. 
  

Region 11 
R O T !!! 

By Peggy Estes, Oklahoma City, OK 
 

In years past I have lost a certain percentage of newly planted daylilies to rot. It is always a relief 
to see the center growing tip perk up and become active because then the chances are my new plant 
will survive. This past Summer caused me to lose a lot of faith in this belief and also in myself as a 
horticulturist. My loss had never been great in respect to the large number of newly set plants - if you 
plant approximately fifty cultivars then it figures that your loss would be about the same percentage 
as if you had planted twenty new ones. But my losses this Summer kept mounting until I felt that I 
was fighting a loosing battle. 

 



 

The ideal growing conditions for many of my loved plants are not present in my garden. The plants 
are crowded closely together, intermingling daylilies, Iris, Phlox, Poppies, Peonies, Lilies, etc., with 
only a few hours of direct sunlight moving gradually through the high shade. This makes for pleasant 
conditions on the gardener - which afterall is what my garden is for, my pleasure. However, it does 
create problems and more work. In the early Spring there is lots of sunlight for all the Spring bulbs 
and Iris, but later it is a battle to keep other plants foliage from swamping my Iris and newly set plants 
thus causing rot. Each year I struggle with the decision of whether to cut the foliage on my Iris after 
blooming, thus allowing more sun and better air circulation or to leave the foliage to grow and make 
the Iris stronger, thereby increasing the danger of rot. The easy answer to all of this would be to 
decrease my plants by half and eliminate most of my problems, but my character just isn't strong 
enough. 

 
Over the years I have tried many methods read about, or had recommended to me for rot - 

gypsum, terrachlor, sulphur, Clorox, digging the daylily or Iris and drying, ignoring them and hoping - 
nothing worked. But this past Summer my losses mounted and mounted until I began to feel I was 
squandering money with nothing left to show for it. Many daylilies purchased in the Spring either 
departed immediately, or took hold, grew, bloomed, and then departed. Those purchased in May and 
June began to leave me even faster, and when I began to loose whole clumps of established daylilies 
I began to panic. 

 
In talking to other local growers, and from correspondence, I began to realize this was not just 

happening to me - I was just complaining louder and oftener. Others were more cautious in admitting 
their loses, but in adding it together the truth began to emerge. Since none of us in Oklahoma City 
use the same gardening methods I thought maybe I could tie it down to something we were all doing 
wrong. I used a lot of manure last Winter, but so did the Bob Walkers and they didn't have a big loss. 
Wilma Bryant and I watered constantly through the heat and drought. 

 
Jim McGaughy didn't do this and had very small loss while Wilma and I had great losses, so we 

thought maybe this was our problem - but Beulah Campbell didn't water and she was losing plants. 
Big losses were being reported in Louisiana - too much water, Dallas - heat and drought, Arkansas - 
heaven only knows! 

 
Finally - I hope! - my problem was solved by Cleo Palmer when I asked him what his answer was 

to rot in Iris. He explained that rot was caused by several different types of fungus and that perhaps I 
hadn't been using the correct fungicides for the job. He suggested a combination of three - 
streptomycin, terrachlor, and a benomyl. I was able to purchase the streptomycin, but terrachlor 
wasn't available due to the chlordane in it. So the seedsman recommended a dust containing thiram. I 
already had benomyl which I use for mildew. My method for the rest of the Summer was to soak the 
roots or rhizomes in a solution of the streptomycin and benomyl for about thirty minutes to an hour, 
dry and dust with the thirma, then plant and water it in with the solution it had soaked in. It worked! No 
Iris were lost - usually I lost about a fifth of my new ones - and no further loss in daylilies occurred. 
When a clump began to worry me I would drench it with the combination and the plants would perk 
up. 

 
Maybe the conditions conducive to rot simply changed in my garden and my losses would have 

stopped naturally, but I intend to continue this practice until something better comes along. 
 
 Peggy Estes 



 
Q Do you know of any 
sources of in formation for 
wheelchair gardeners? - B. 
K., Beaver Falls, PA 
 
A Some years ago, the 
Massachusetts affiliate of the 
National Easter Seal Society 
compiled, with the help of 
landscape and environmental 
design students, a brochure 
called "The Wheelabout 
Garden." It includes tips on 
tools, raised beds, storage of 
potting soils, typical 
wheelchair specifications, and 
such. While the brochure is 
out-of-print, a black-and-white 
photocopy can be ordered by 
sending a check for $1 to the 
National Easter Seal Society, 

2023 West Ogden Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60612. 
Publications listed in the 
brochure may have gone out-
of-print or changed in price-
query the respective 
publishers before ordering. 
You might also check with the 
National Council for Therapy 
and Rehabilitation Through 
Horticulture, a non-profit 
organization whose primary 
purpose is to foster better 
training for those in the 
horticultural-therapy 
profession. Its address: P.O. 
Box 1144, Manhattan, KS 
66502. Annual membership 
dues start at $20. 

Space-makers Time-savers
 
Places to put 
things, ways to 
put them there 
 
For your long-handled 
yard tools, use a new 
metal garbage can 
without its lid. Hooks 
can be attached with 
metal screws to the 
outside for smaller 
tools. Small fertilizer 
sacks go inside for 
balance. Use the can's 
handle to take the 
whole thing out into 
the yard, or for easier 
handling, put 
wheels on the bottom.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We are all snowflakes 
Each of us 

is absolutely 
beautiful and unique. 

 
Elizabeth Kubler-Ross 

 
 
  

 



 

MEMORIES OF DETROIT 
 

The Kids: Laura Ater, Bobo, and Gerald Boudreaux

Edgar, Betty, and Bobo 

 

 

The Lovely Lady Herself 
 

DANCE BALLERINA DANCE 

Anne Faggard, Peggy Hammel, and Mary Gage

 
 

Photos Mable Nelson 

 



 

 
  

Don’t Ever 
 

Don't ever try to understand everything - some things will just never make sense. 
 
Don't ever be reluctant to show your feelings - when you're happy, give into it ! 
When you're not, live with it.
 
Don't ever be afraid to try to make things better - you might be surprised at the results. 
 
Don't ever take the weight of the world on your shoulders. 
 
Don't ever feel threatened by the future - take life one day at a time. 
 
Don't ever feel guilty about the past - what's done is done. Learn from any mistakes you might have 
made. 
 
Don’t ever feel that you are alone... there is always somebody there for you to reach out to. 
 
Don't ever forget that you can achieve so many of the things you can imagine - imagine that! 
It's not as hard as it seems. 
 
Don't ever step loving 
 
Don't ever stop believing. 
 
Don't ever stop dreaming your dreams. 
 
Laine Parsons 
  


