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A CORDIAL WELCOME 
 

We, the membership of Region 6, extend a cordial welcome to the following new members of the 
American Hemerocallis Society. Each of you is invited to call upon any of the Regional Officers or any 
of the membership of the Region whenever you feel that we may be of assistance to you. 
 
Mrs. David H. Anderson, 3400 Groman Ct. N.E., Albuquerque, NM 87110 
Mrs. James J. Baremore, 1005 Morina Ct. N.E., Albuquerque, NM 87112 
Sally E. Barnes, 4107 Drummond, Houston, TX 77025 
Clarice Booth, P.O. Box 244, Manvel, TX 77578 
Bryan Public Library, 201 E. 26th Street, Bryan, TX 77801 
Mary Ruth Brown, P.O. Box 384, Simonton, TX 77476 
Mrs. W. D. Burnett, 8221 Pickard Ct. N.E., Albuquerque, NM 87110 
Katherine Bush, 201 Hackberry #704, Clute, TX 77531 
Elizabeth A. Cahoon, P.O. Box 220, Hempstead, TX 77445 
Mrs. Otto H. Eisenlohr, 1042 Lausanne, Dallas, TX 75208 
Mrs. W. C. Farish, 1418 Cardinal Creek, Duncanville, TX 75137 
Earl Gaskell, 318 Slaughter Drive, Dallas, TX 75214 
Mrs. Robert J. Greer, P.O. Box 14249, Fort Worth, TX 76117 
Mrs. Matt H. Grubbels, 2818 Las Cruces N.E., Albuquerque, NM 87110 
Mrs. B. E. Hickerson, 1304 Valencia Drive N.E., Albuquerque, NM 87110 
G. Edward Jones, 3826 Kenwood Drive, Odessa, TX 79762 
Mrs. Charles C. Iskra, 4700 Sherwood N.E., Albuquerque, NM 87109 
Mrs. August Mallett, 5740 Prospect, Dallas, TX 75207 
Mr. Robert C. Marsh, 1700 Westridge, Plano, TX 75075 
Mrs. H. L. Morgan, Rt. 1, Box 24A, Kennard, TX 75847 
Billy F. Nance, 706 E. Center, Duncanville, TX 75116 
Mrs. Uel Owens, Box 185, Fred, TX 77616 
J. W. Patterson, 6518 Kernel, Houston, TX 77087 
Mr. J. W. F. Puett, 2799 Beechmont Drive, Dallas, TX 75228 
Clara Ransome, 3133 Purdue, Dallas, TX 75225 
Miss Ruby Ratterree, 8114 Chadbourne Road, Dallas, TX 75209 
Mrs. Mae Riek, 7418 Ferguson Road, Dallas, TX 75228 
Judy Simpson, 4329 Banner, Houston, TX 77013 
Mrs. James N. Tallant, 4305 Cobblestone Place N.E., Albuquerque, NM 87109 
Mrs. Billy A. Tanner, 1523 W. 4th Street, Freeport, TX 77541 
Mrs. Charles Toney, 816 Washington N.E., Albuquerque, NM 87110 
Mrs. B. E. Townes, 6100 Rogers N.E., Albuquerque, NM 87110 
Mrs. David E. Treece, 10834 Timbergrove, Corpus Christi, TX 78410 
John M. Weatherall, 9406 Bevlyn Drive, Houston, TX 77025 
June S. Wenkle, 3333 Linda Vista S.E., Albuquerque, NM 87106 
Mrs. Donald R. Wood, 7000 Seminole Road N.E., Albuquerque, NM 87110 
 



 

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 

Little did I realize what a pleasurable job being your RVP would be when I began the duties last 
January. As I complete my first year I must say that it has been a most enjoyable time for me and I 
look forward to 1979 with great expectations that you and I, together, will help Region 6 continue to 
grow and be a leader for the American Hemerocallis Society. 

Our Regional Meeting with the Gulf Coast Hemerocallis Society as hosts was an exciting time. 
The lateness of the bloom season did not hamper the friendliness of the 170 persons in attendance. 
With 28 persons attending from other Regions we were delighted to welcome the President of the 
American Hemerocallis Society, Clarence Crochet, and Mrs. Crochet; the Treasurer, Luke Senior, Jr., 
who was our banquet speaker; the Secretary, Joan Senior; the Registrar, Bill Monroe, and Mrs. 
Monroe; the Exhibition Judges Chairman, Bertie Ferris; the National Slide Custodian, Mildred 
Schlumpf; and the RVP of Region 13, Ken Durio, and Mrs. Durio. 

The plant auction was a great success since you had contributed and purchased plants that 
brought over $1,500 to the Region 6 Treasury. 

Four accredited Hemerocallis shows were staged in Albuquerque, Austin, Dallas, and Houston 
during bloom season. The American Hemerocallis Society has 17 new members as a result of the 
Albuquerque show, alone. RPD Joyce Lewis, Allyene Lewis, and Charlyene Owen went to 
Albuquerque at the invitation of Betty Roberts to judge their show and conduct an Exhibition Judges 
Clinic. It's like Betty wrote in our 1978 Volume 2, Newsletter, "YES, THERE ARE HEM GROWERS IN 
NEW MEXICO." Our grateful appreciation to the Hem Growers in New Mexico who have "gathered 
in" a wonderful selection of growers this year. 

Dallas has 12 new members this year and Houston boasts 9 new members. It is each of you as 
individuals who are to be complimented because it is you who have gathered in a total of 68 new 
members for Region 6 during 1978. Isn't it great fun to share your favorite flower with your friends and 
have them participate with us in the benefits of the American Hemerocallis Society! 

Although we have 14 organized Societies in Region 6 we only staged 4 accredited shows during 
1978. Let us start planning now to sponsor more shows during 1979. Mrs. Royal A. Ferris, Jr., 4125 
Turtle Creek, Dallas, TX 75219, is our National Exhibition Chairman and has all the information that 
you will need to stage a show in 1979. If you don't have the time to write to her, call her at 214-521-
0431 for the details. 

The RVP is always willing to assist you in your endeavors to promote the Hemerocallis. 
Many newspapers will publish articles on daylily culture as well as human interest stories about 

daylily personalities in your area. Local radio and TV stations welcome folks who will present 
programs on daylilies. 

As we complete our objectivities for 1978 and begin to plan our new goals for 1979 there is much 
to be accomplished in our own gardens as well as in our local Societies if we are to share our 
knowledge of Hemerocallis with others. Not only can we share the names of the plants that perform 
best for us but sharing the knowledge of their culture and the plants with interested persons. It is 
unusual for a plant sale featuring daylilies to have plants left over after the sale. People are definitely 
interested in growing daylilies, but let's find them! 

Be sure to read Tom Hughes’ invitation to our 1979 Regional Meeting elsewhere in this Newsletter 
and begin to make plans to attend. 
 
NOTICE TO AWARDS AND HONORS JUDGES whose terms expire in 1978. You should have 
received your renewal application by now. I have already received several but some are still pending - 
so be sure to get them to me by December 1, so that I can forward them to the Garden Judges 
Chairman by December 15. 
  



 

IN MEMORY OF MARIE JAY 
Pearl Howard - Pleasanton 

 
In early June 1978, the Happy Time Daylily Society was saddened by the passing of another 

charter member, Marie Jay. She loved people, pets, and flowers. One of her greatest joys was 
sharing from her ample supply of a great variety of plants. 

Through the years she continued to add to her collection, and was always on the alert to find 
something new to grow. 

She was an ardent lover of daylilies and was always on the lookout for a better one. Many of our 
monthly meetings were brightened by some choice blooms from Marie's yard. 

We miss her so much, but her loyalty and generosity linger on in our memory. 
 

IN MEMORIAM - DR. C. W. HALL 
Harold Kilpatrick - Austin 

 
Dr. C. W. Hall, pioneer daylily grower, died at his Austin, Texas, home on August 10, 1978, at the 

age of 93. A Methodist Minister who for many years headed the Methodist Student Center adjoining 
the University of Texas at Austin Campus, Dr. Hall was the first in his area to collect almost all 
available Hemerocallis varieties and to devote a vacant city lot to their culture. 

Dr. Hall and his late wife, Lela Peyton Hall, were both Life Members of the American Hemerocallis 
Society and the Austin Hemerocallis Society of which Dr. Hall was a founding member. The Halls also 
were patrons of the Austin Area Garden Council and contributed substantially to the handsome 
Garden Center and the large daylily planting at the Center. 
 

A MEMORIAL TO JACK O'HARA 
Mildred Smith - Hitchcock 

 
Please join the Houston Area Daylily Society in extending our warmest sympathy to Mrs. Ethel 

O'Hara in the unexpected death of her husband on September 19, 1978. 
Mr. O'Hara proudly joined Mrs. O'Hara in sharing their daylilies with visitors during bloom season. 

It was 1966 when H. O. Johnson honored JACK O'HARA by registering a 2" light yellow cultivar using 
his name. 

Jack O'Hara will long be remembered by his friends as a man who enjoyed nature's beautiful 
creations. 
 

IN MEMORY OF MRS. J. E. (FRANCES) LEWIS 
Frances Choate - Beaumont 

 
The Gulf Coast Hemerocallis Society lost a lovely and talented member on August 31, 1978. The 

daylily was just one flower that she grew so well. 
Frances was most gifted in arranging flowers and shared this talent by decorating her church 

sanctuary. 
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis would have celebrated their 57th wedding anniversary on September 3rd. Their 

two daughters, Vera Petersen and Mable Nelson, are active members of the American Hemerocallis 
Society. You will recall that Mable was the Chairman of the Region 6 Meeting in May. 

Our deepest sympathy goes to this family. 
  



 

THE GARDEN OF FRANCES CHOATE 
Albert Faggard - Beaumont 

 
Frances Choate lives down in Port Arthur, and is an active member of the Gulf Coast 

Hemerocallis Society. In just a few short years she has put together one of the most unusual 
collections of daylilies and companion plants. Plus she has placed them in a most heavenly flower 
bed. I say "heavenly" but should I say "spiritually inspiring?" This bed is most suited for the 50 plus 
cultivars that are contained in the planting. The area is 25' x 15' x 7', laid out in the back garden area 
angling to another horticulturally accented corner. Selecting and finding all these names was 
methodically and meticulously done, like Frances keeps her club records. She sparkled every time 
she found a new name and could not wait to add it to this bed. 

Can you imagine a bed with nothing but a celestial feeling of companionship such as MOMENT 
OF TRUTH, SHADRACH, MESHACH, ABEDNEGO, TWENTY THIRD PSALM, BIBLE STORY, 
MASTERS TOUCH, and LAST ACCOMPLISHMENT, as well as many more. You can nearly hear the 
CATHEDERAL BELLS ringing for the EXAULTED RULER, the KING OF KINGS in the BEAUTIFUL 
TEMPLE, and you too will have a feeling that this is a garden LIGHTHOUSE of LOVING MEMORIES 
and she was the CHOSEN ONE to put them all together. Our dear departed friends W. B. and Peggy 
MacMillan would have loved this memory garden, especially since it was their calling to name so 
many. Her cross is bordered in variegated Liriope, accented with various blooming annuals and 
perennials so she can enjoy it the year round. Frances has other fine flower beds and a nice cool 
patio to sit with her friends and enjoy her backyard handiwork. When she wants to find solitude, her 
cross to bear becomes a BIBLE STORY with PEACEFULNESS and she can walk IN HIS STEPS, 
right in her own garden. I will list her collection at this date below for others to see how she has put 
this wonderful group together and you can see how dear it must be to her and her family. As we visit 
various gardens throughout the years we are always reminded of God's unending power, the things 
that bring life, beauty, and what we do with and for others. This family certainly has its blessings, a 
cross blessed with daylily beauty. It appears I'm going to part with a fan of Ben Hager's DAILY 
BREAD to make her prayer complete. 

MOMENT OF TRUTH, PASS ME NOT, IN HIS STEPS, STILLWATER, KING OF GLORY, 
PRAISE BE THINE, TRINITY, OH PROMISE ME, ABIDE WITH ME, JOYFUL HEART, JOHN 3-16, 
UPPER ROOM, VESPER SKIES, HOLY GRAIL, LOVING MEMORIES, LIGHTHOUSE, HEAVENLY 
HAVILAND, DOXOLOGY, BLESSED DAMSEL, EXAULTED RULER, HIGH SPIRITS, HE 
COMFORTS ME, CHOSEN ONE, HEAVEN SENT, WISE TEACHER, TWENTY THIRD PSALM, 
HALLELUJAH CHORUS, CELESTIAL LIGHT, SHADRACH, MESHACH, O HOLY NIGHT, 
PEACEFULNESS, and KING OF KINGS. 

BEST DREAM, GLORY OF PAUL, AMAZING GRACE, ABEDNEGO, SONG OF DAVID, JOB, 
MESHACH, LAST ACCOMPLISHMENT, BEAUTIFUL TEMPLE, MASTERS TOUCH, PURPLE 
ROBE, BIBLE STORY, PRICELESS TREASURE, HEAVENLY MOON, CATHEDERAL BELLS, 
STATELY MANSIONS, and GOOD BROTHER. 
 
 
CLOSING DATES FOR MATERIALS FOR THE NEWSLETTERS: 
 

Volume 1 (Jan, Feb, Mar) Close February 15, Mail by March 5 
Volume 2 (Apr, May, Jun) Close May 1, Mail by May 15 
Volume 3 (Jul, Aug, Sep) Close Aug 15, Mail by September 1 
Volume 4 (Oct, Nov, Dec) Close Nov 1, Mail by December 1 

  



 

LEAVING THE DRIVING TO KEN 
Mrs. Ruth D. Allen - San Antonio 

 
On an extremely hot Summers morning, July 10th to be exact, the Texas Hemerocallis Bus 

departed Dora Klenk's home in Dallas to begin its two week trip to the American Hemerocallis 
Society’s National Convention and then on to Toronto, Canada. This year there were 45 passengers 
going to the Convention and 46 for the remainder of the trip. Ken, our driver, was his usual smiling 
self and handled the driving with ease. 

Our first stop was the Dryden Pottery Factory in Hot Springs. After the group had toured the 
factory we were given an opportunity to shop for pottery. Then it was on to Memphis where we spent 
the night. 

In Nashville the following day, we toured two very interesting places: The Upper Room and the 
Parthenon which is an exact replica of a Greek Temple. 

Before arriving in Pittsburgh, we had visited the birthplace of Lincoln in Knob Creek, KY, the Taft 
Museum, and the Krohn Conservatory in Cincinnati. At Moundville, West Virginia, we had hoped to 
tour the Fostoria glass factory, but they were closed for a Summer vacation, however, two of the 
supervisors explained their system of glass making. Across the street from the factory was the outlet 
store where some of the group purchased crystal and glassware. 

We spent three days in Pittsburgh where we visited the following beautiful gardens: Cooper, 
Hickman, Hooker, Koch, Lambert, Lehman, and Yonski. It is an impossibility to name all the 
magnificent daylilies we saw, but a poll of the Texas people showed the following as their favorites: 
1st - BERT MURRAY and SEA WARRIOR, 2nd - RED RUM, 3rd - MARY TODD, 4th - PERSIAN 
PLUM and PRAIRIE BLUE EYES, 5th - ED MURRAY, GOLDEN TRIANGLE, MY BELLE, ORIENTAL 
SUNRISE, 6th - JOCK RANDALL and KNOCKOUT, 7th - LAPECHE and LITTLE GRAPETTE, 8th - 
ERIN PRAIRIE, 9th - CHICAGO THISTLE, and tied for 10th - LEMON FROST, MISTIQUE, PERSIA 
CHINA, SERENE MADONNA, SUNSET SERENADE, and WINNING WAYS. 

The companion plants of Daisies, Roses, Larkspur, Calendula, and many others added to the 
beauty of the gardens. In each garden refreshments were served by the most gracious and 
hospitable hosts. 

Friday night, the members boarded the Gateway Clipper for a dinner-dance and a cruise down the 
river. The Awards Banquet was held on Saturday night. 

After the Convention, the bus left for the Amish Country in Eastern Pennsylvania. The Longwood 
Gardens at Kennett Square were delightful as was the dinner at Miller's Smorgasbord near Lancaster. 
In fact, dinner was so enjoyable that we went back for breakfast. Mr. Miller announced that we could 
have all we could possibly eat, but if we left any food on our plates, we would be fined, (an Amish 
custom). Each time we went to the line, we took a clean plate but were careful not to eat too much. 
Our tour of the Amish country took us back to the 19th Century's peace and simplicity. 

Before reaching Canada, we stopped at the Hershey Gardens with its beautiful display of Roses 
and beds of perennials planted in solid colors such as blue, red, purple, and yellow. At the Corning 
Glass Manufacturing Company we were shown how lead crystal, among the finest in the world, is 
made. We viewed a marvelous collection of ancient, medieval, and modern glass in the museum and 
saw the largest collection of glass paperweights in the world. 

When we arrived in Canada, we found Niagara Falls awe-inspiring. We were shown the famous 
Flower Clock, taken on a tour of the river, and even went under the Falls. It was all very interesting, 
but the amusement park reminded me of Coney Island and the tower was not as tall as the Tower of 
the Americas here in San Antonio. To our surprise since we had not been keeping up with the 
financial news for over a week, we received 8¢ more when we exchanged our American dollars. 

On the way home we visited the Ford Museum. We were invited to three more daylily gardens: 
Hite's, Jablonski's, and Pauley's. We were served a delicious brunch at the Hite's. Their place is so 
lovely along the shore of Lake Angelus that we could have been persuaded to stay much longer, but 
Ken insisted that it was time to travel. 

In St. Louis we had to rush to make the riverboat ride on time because we were having trouble 



 

with one of the wheels on the bus. But we did get to the boat on time without time to change to our 
evening attire. None-the-less we enjoyed the evening as much as if we had been dressed in our 
finest. From St. Louis we headed back to the Great Southwest Territory through Oklahoma and 
arrived in Dallas on Sunday afternoon, to be greeted by a much welcomed rain. 

During the ride, there were some championship games of "42" and bridge. The entire group was 
congenial, and we enjoyed each other's company. To the men on the tour we salute each of you for 
handling our luggage each morning and evening. Our thanks to Clarice and Ken for planning such a 
worthwhile and enjoyable trip. 

Next year the Convention will be in Indianapolis, Indiana, and you will find the Texas Bus ready to 
roll again. So for now, "adios, y hasta luego!" 
 

 
 

OUR TEXAS BUS TO NATIONAL GANG 
 

 
JOIN THE AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY 

 
Individual Dues - $7.50 per year or 3 years, $20.00 
Youth $3.00 
Family Membership (2 persons) $11.00 per year or 3 years, $31.00 
Sustaining Membership, $15.00 
Life Membership, $150.00 
Checklist, $1.00 extra 
Membership Roster, $1.00 extra 
 
A subscription to the HEMEROCALLIS JOURNAL is included with each membership 
 
Order From: Joan D. Senior, Secretary, Route 2, Box 360, DeQueen, AR 71832 
 



 

HEM TIME - SEVENTY-NINE 
ATTENTION ALL DAYLILY LOVERS AND THEIR ASSOCIATES! 

 
Be sure to keep the dates of June 8-9, 1979, open so that you can partake of the Mini-Convention 

that is being whipped up for you. We here in this neck of the woods had a bad Summer in 1977, 
followed by a bad Winter in 1978, which was followed by a much worse Summer, and what this 
amounts to is bad news for the plants and the grower. Why, it was so bad that even a good bit of the 
nut grass failed to survive! And that's bad! I made this startling discovery when I started to rebuild 
some of my beds this Fall. One expert observed that the empty nut grass shells just meant that the 
nut grass had moved another three inches deeper to the cooler ground. It sounded logical to me so I 
got excited and thought that maybe some of my missing daylilies had gone down too, but after much 
deeper research I failed to find any of the missing Hems. Well, I guess that I won't be bragging about 
some of the missing Hems to you come next year. But we will make do with whatever we have to 
show you, and there are many more to show you, like a long row of APPLE TART and ANNIE 
GOLIGHTLY, plus about an acre of other fine daylilies. 

The freshly transplanted daylilies are looking very good and I have a feeling of optimism for our 
Spring HEM TIME - SEVENTY-NINE. 

How about taking a minute to drop me a card telling me which daylilies that you are planning to 
donate to the Regional Auction? You know, it's mighty important to the RVP to know that they are 
going to have enough funds to pay the Regional expenses. I really know what it means to try to 
publish a Newsletter and not have any funds! Knowing that you expect to get four Newsletters every 
year, then you gotta give the RVP some help, and the Plant Auction at the Regional Meeting is a 
great way to raise operating funds. Please send me a card, now, and tell me which plants that you 
are going to donate so that I can tell the folks in the next Newsletter about some of the plants that 
they will have a chance to bid on come June 8. 
 Tom J. Hughes, Route 3, Box 127-C, Mansfield, TX 76063 
 

 
 

Left - Tom Hughes proudly shows off a Hem 
Right - Kirksey Hughes is pleased with the Hem blooms 

 



 

HUGHES GARDEN 
 

OUR HOST FOR THE 1979 REGION 6 MEETING 
Peggy Hammel - Euless 

 
Time is flying by with a supersonic speed. The bloom season for the coming year will be at our 

doorstep before you have fully recuperated from the holiday seasons and the Spring cleaning in the 
garden. Each one of us will be looking forward to "Hem-Time Seventy-Nine." We will see the gardens 
of Tom Hughes and Jack Bradley. 

Our host will be Tom Hughes. I know that most of you are acquainted with Tom and Kirksey. 
Moreover, you are aware of the many accomplishments that have been made by Tom in the field of 
hybridizing. Our Region will remember what a fine job that he did when serving as our RVP in 1974 
and 1975. 

Tom is the current President of the Fluorescent Unit of the Hemerocallis Growers of Dallas. He 
has been re-elected to serve as President of this group again in 1979. 

I would like to relate some points of interest concerning your host of Seventy-Nine. I wonder how 
many of his Regional friends and mutual daylily fanciers know that Tom Jack Hughes was born and 
raised in Dublin, Texas. During World War II, he served in the Army Air Force in Burma. Their job was 
to fly supplies into Burma to support the British 8th Army. Tom was also engaged in the Korean 
Conflict. 

After leaving the service in April 1946, Tom enrolled and attended N.T.A.C., majoring in Agronomy 
(grasses). At that time, he took a temporary job as Landscape Foreman at the U. S. Public Health 
Service Hospital in Fort Worth. This developed into a full time job from which he retired thirty years 
later. 

While I'm bringing forth past history concerning Tom, I would enjoy informing you that he became 
interested in growing daylilies in 1954. By 1959, he and his father, Tom E. Hughes, were completely 
involved with the growing and the hybridizing of Hemerocallis. Success was a cultivar named 
DUCHESS OF DALLAS which won a J. C., H. M., and the Home Achievement Medal. 

The Hughes Garden offers visitors an acre of beautiful Hemerocallis to enjoy. Some of the lovelies 
you will see are ANNIE GOLIGHTLY, APPLE TART, DADDY TOM, IRENE COREY, QUANNAH, PAT 
HUDSON, and SPACE AGE. You will recall that PAT HUDSON earned the Florida Sunshine Cup in 
1977. Through the years the Hughes Garden has received 33 J. C.'s and numerous H. M.'s for the 
many lovely cultivars that have been introduced from this garden. 

CORAL MAJESTY, a 5" salmon pink cultivar brought a new distinction to the Hughes Garden 
when it was selected to appear in the Time-Life Gardening Yearbook of 1978. 

Tom and Kirksey are the proud parents of three lovely children. Steve started off the daylily 
season in 1978 by getting married. Since Rebecca was a little girl, she had planned to be married on 
the patio during peak daylily bloom. On June 10th, her dreams came true, when she carried a 
bouquet of MELANIE DAWN and was wed during the peak daylily bloom season. The daylilies have 
never been prettier. Lee Ann continues her "growing up" and is proving to be an outstanding helper to 
Kirksey, Tom, and Daddy Tom. 

Plan to attend and enjoy the hospitality and fellowship of: 
 
 
 
 

HEM-TIME - SEVENTY-NINE 
  



 

MY "USA" DAYLILY BED 
Nell Crandall - Houston 

 
"USA" stands for "Uniques, Spiders, and Antiques" 

 
Uniques 

 
One day I was looking through The American Horticultural Magazine, Spring 1968 edition, which 

was all about daylilies, and I saw a picture of PRAIRIE SATAN (Marsh 1967). It is a glowing red, with 
ruffled petals, pinched sepals, and stamens that look like a miniature devil's pitch fork. I ordered it 
from Lennington Gardens. They had only one clump left. I am really excited about this one. 

BRAVE WORLD (Wild), rose-red with pinched petals, is one I've grown for three years and love. 
DARK STAR (Hooper Connell) is an old one which sometimes has as many as 10 to 12 segments, so 
I've been told. MULE EARS (Tarrant), mule colored, is star shaped with twisted segments. DERBY 
BOUND (Wild), is a tall purple with a unique shape. HOOPER CONNELL (Farris), is a large, open 
yellow. SUNSET MAGIC (Stutson), has lovely sunset colors and a flaring shape. 

FOR PETE'S SAKE (SIMON), is a large fluted greenish yellow with a deep green throat. Mrs. 
Simon wrote that she had sold out of this one, and then there had recently been such a demand for it 
that she bought back 6 plants to re-stock. She sold it for $2.50 in her 1976 catalog, but had to pay 
$5.00 each when she bought it back. 

Two of Dr. Lambert's I will be interested to see bloom next Spring are CLOSER LOOK, 5" cream 
with purple edges; and WUTHERING HEIGHTS, 7 ½" Burmese ruby with black overlay. 
 

Spiders 
 

This past Summer I joined the newly formed Spider Robin, and it has been such fun tracking down 
some of the real oldies, such as AABACHIE, KINDLY LIGHT, MARSE CONNELL, MISS JESSIE, and 
YELLOW RIBBONS. 

In the last Newsletter, I read that one of Allyene Lewis' favorite daylilies was WHIRLING FURY, so 
I wrote and asked her where she had seen it. She said, "In Wilma Marley's yard in Oklahoma City." 
So I am hoping to add this one. 

I have planted MICO (Joiner 1968), a 10" deep gold with a touch of green at the throat. Our Spider 
Robin leader said this one was a real winner in her garden this year. 

Marian Turner's MR. BIG is a huge gold, very open, and a vigorous grower. She calls it a semi-
Spider. One of its parents was LIME PAINTED LADY, which is one of my favorites, so no wonder I 
love MR. BIG. 

HAWK (Dollie Wheeler), 10" yellow, is unusual in that it grows only about 18-20" tall, which is 
quite low for a Spider. Yet it does not give the appearance of being heavy. 

DANCING LION, EDYTHE ARTHUR, ERIN FARMER, LIMITED EDITION, and RED THRILL are 
all Spiders I have added this Fall, but I have never seen bloom. 

Another real surprise will be a bonus plant I received called “The Spider.” I know absolutely 
nothing about it. Frances Schneider brought me a piece of her huge yellow Spider that she got 
originally from her grandmother, but her grandmother didn't bother about names. Frances promised to 
try to find out its name for me. 

Sometimes, when I can't sleep at night, I try to think of a good name for a Spider Daylily, just in 
case I get a seedling that is worth naming. I love the descriptive names that conjure up pictures of a 
spider even if one is unfamiliar with the cultivar. My special favorite names are DADDY LONG LEGS 
and LADY FINGERS, old ones that I have not been able to locate and would dearly love them in my 
collection. I guess I could name a daylily MAMMY LONG FINGERS - but it just doesn't have the right 
appeal. And certainly a name like GENTLEMEN LEGS doesn't sound nearly so pretty as LADY 
FINGERS! 

In May, I saw Inez Tarrant's WIND FRILLS, an airy, frilly pink Spider that she will introduce in the 
Fall of 1978. This will be my newest one, and it's a beauty. 



 

Antiques 
 

Like the real antique collectors, I want "quality." My friend, Clarisse Rasch, brought me JAKE 
RUSSELL, one of the all-time greats. PLAYBOY (Wheeler), gold, was a favorite for many years, as 
was CARTWHEELS (Fay 1959). I suppose the oldest one I have is THE RANGER (Russell 1947). 
 
 
 

 
Clarice Foster proudly shows Bill Ater 
her new “DA LILY” license plates. 

 
 
 
 

 
AABACHEE, a Spider is returning to popularity 



 

RAMBLING THOUGHTS 
Edna Lankart - Tyler 

 
Well folks, here I am again - just like inflation which seems to be here to stay, come what may. I 

can't say what is left in my head to write about, as I sat up until all hours last night getting my article to 
the Journal - I rambled on for pages so am wondering what is left to ramble about. 

Well at last, I have my garden updated for next year - at least until the new introductions come 
out. It sure keeps a person hopping and the billfold deflated if you want the latest and the best to see 
and work with. It is the tetraploids that are making such great strides, BUT only due to all the great 
converted diploids in their background. In most cases, with them it is a two year market and then the 
price goes down, so please do not envy them their first year introduction prices - none of us work for 
a dollar an hour anymore, and probably those that sell on a smaller scale do not average this on a 
yearly scale. I do it for fun mostly and do not even put out a price listing so you can imagine how 
much I go in the hole - so don't write for a list. I just have prints of latest things of my own. I would like 
for you to try some of the older tetraploids for color, vigor, and best of all - no rotting, for me anyhow. 
These are a few that would look good in your garden and are priced at $5.00 and some lower: 
 

BONNIE JOHN SETON (Peck) - a huge showy yellow. Sure makes a splashy clump. 
DELITHA (Griesbach-Hardy) - a low growing pure yellow 
ETCHED IN GOLD (Peck) - lovely melon pink with gold ruffles 
JANE AUSTIN (Griesbach-Hardy) - a lovely deep rosy raspberry 
LUSTY LELAND (Peck) - very bright red 
KINGS CLOAK (Munson) - an eyed rose with deeper eye that sets pods like mad 
QUEENS GRACE (Munson) - a pretty pink 
SHOWOFF (Brown) - a very large and brilliant orange or gold that blooms later than most when 
bloom is welcome. A real splash of color. 

 
Some of the DIPLOIDS that I have grown and loved that are reasonably priced, and many are still 

available at certain dealers for $1.00 - I will tell you later. All of these should do well in Texas: FATSO 
(Brown) very full and recurved light melon. GOLDEN DREAM (Brown) large fluffy ruffled gold that 
stands out. ROYAL WATERS (Maxwell) large royal purple that is very good. AMERICAN DREAM 
(Pittard) one of the best Pittard large light yellows. CHARLES BUCKMAN (MacMillan) 6" lavender 
self, green throat. ORANGE TEX (Brown) one of the most brilliant full creped ruffled daylilies. 
MEXICALI ROSE (Brown) still a favorite with me - wide creped rosy coral. MOMENT OF TRUTH 
(MacMillan) 6" near-white beauty. PRAIRIE BLUE EYES (Marsh) lavender near blue and eyed. 
PARADISE PURPLE (Brown) very perky and sunfast true purple. CORAL CREPE (Simon) a pretty 
creped coral. FABULOUS FAVORITE (Lankart) large raspberry - one never lost to root rot. GOLDEN 
PIECRUST (Simon) 7" flat fluted gold. GREEN FLUTTER (Williamson) has won the most awards - 4" 
greenish yellow. AZRAEL (MacMillan-Pittard) large ruffled greenish yellow. Real showy. CHEERFUL 
GIANT (Brown) 7" full light yellow. DAMASCUS ROAD (Pittard) a bright wine rose color that shows 
up well. SEA WARRIOR (Pittard) a cinnamon tan with large reddish rust eye. Outstanding. CHOSEN 
LOVE (Maxwell) 6" light lavender self, very pretty. FLAGSHIP (Hardy) and ANZAC (Parry) both very 
bright reds that show up. HEAVENS JUBILEE (Harrison-Houston) a lovely creped pink that I love. 
GREEN GLITTER (Harrison) very good greenish yellow of good size and form. 

DOUBLES - I have grown only the Browns. DOUBLE CUTIE low light yellow. Multiplies fast for a 
border. DOUBLE DOUBLOON large full brilliant gold that does well here. DOUBLE BRIGHT clear 
golden yellow, perfect layered form. DOUBLE SUNSHINE very clear layered golden yellow. 

MINIATURES - Texas has the market cornered on these. There are so many of Williamsons and 
also Mrs. Winniford, Hughes, and Warner. J. L. Cruse, Jr. and Joyce Lewis are slipping up front with 
their miniatures. I have especially observed those of Cruse, Lewis, and Williamson the last several 
years and you can't beat them. For a few reasonably priced miniatures try some of these: 
  



 

BERTIE FERRIS (Winniford) - my second favorite miniature - a bright 2 ½" persimmon of perfect 
form, piecrust ruffling. The only reason I place it second is that it doesn't bloom as well for me. 
BOZO (Winniford) - perfect plant and scape of rusty red 
LITTLE BUSINESS (Maxwell) - so many blooms on this cherry raspberry 
LITTLE CENENA (Williamson) - small true pink with bright rose eye 
LITTLE DANDY (Hughes) - a small deep purple 
LITTLE GRAPETTE (Williamson) - my favorite miniature a true purple, good grower 
LITTLEST ANGEL (Williamson) - a light pink with huge rose red eye 
PAT HUDSON (Hughes) - a nice small well formed yellow 

 

WHY I HAVE LISTED THESE TRIED AND TRUE DAYLILIES? - I have received a number of 
letters and some of the tear-out sheets from the Journal saying they felt we should have this in the 
Journal. There is no way we could have a list to cover the full daylily area. I have suggested that if the 
RVPs do not furnish these lists for the average gardener who is on a limited budget and the 
beginners, they are falling down on their duties. I know many each year I could write in even just a 
few that did real well and a list could be compiled from them. Now you ask, where can we still get 
reasonably priced daylilies? I found Big Tree Daylily Garden, Merle Kent, Box 148, Longwood, FL 
32750, has the largest listing, from the most hybridizers, and has the most reasonable prices. C. G. 
Simon, Inc., P.O. Box 2873, Lafayette, LA 70502, comes second. Bill Ater, has a list of many that are 
reasonably priced - see his address at the beginning of the Newsletter. Also, Hughes Garden, Rt. 2, 
Box 127C, Mansfield, Texas 76063, has a large listing, but more of their own introductions. The 
Brown daylilies may be ordered from Albert C. Faggard, 3840 LeBleu, Beaumont, Texas 77707. This 
is in no way a commercial, but if members are to order these reasonably priced daylilies, they must 
know where to order them. 

I am so sorry that I no longer get the National Capitol Daylily Club Newsletter that was edited by 
Willard King. He has moved away so I wonder if they still publish it. One learned a lot from it and got 
a lot of chuckles. I kept them all and while running through them I came across this (it saves me from 
thinking up new material). ANOTHER SHARED LETTER FROM EDNA LANKART (1971) I'm sorry 
that you brought up the subject of OCTOPLOIDS as I understand they also have TRIPLOIDS. Finally 
thought I had learned enough to talk halfway sensibly about TETRAPLOIDS at last and now Dr. 
Arisumi springs this on me. That Dr. Arisumi is a real sharp and nice fellow but he sure knows how to 
make a person feel stupid. Like a friend said, "all we know down here in Texas is EMPLOYED AND 
UNEMPLOYED.” At present I am not even too happy with the TETRAPLOIDS. I planted $12.00 worth 
of tetraploid seed nearly two months ago and only 2 have come up so far. Until more seed germinate, 
I intend to stay mad at the tetraploids. 

I agree on those pesky bugs and varmints. Now it's aphids down here. When I read the poison 
labels, I'm scared to use them on account of two people-type dogs. In early Spring, the rabbits eat all 
the tops off my little seedlings - was told to sprinkle blood meal around them as rabbits do not like it. I 
found the dogs loved it and can do more damage than rabbits. Gophers I can handle, but those 
blasted moles are something else. Mary Lester said Euphorbia plants would chase them to your 
neighbors, but this year one run went right by a plant (1978 update). One lady told me to wait until 
their mating season - Just sit there and wait and when they come above ground, clobber them with a 
club. Anyone know anything about their habits? I know they sure increase fast as my yard is a solid 
mass of runs - even two large clumps of daylilies sunk in a large hole about a foot deep. It must have 
been their meeting place. In the last 8 years I have made no progress. Our Farm TV Announcer said, 
"pour ammonia down in their runs.” I went out, bought two gallons, a funnel, and went to work. The 
only thing I noticed is that they moved to another part of the yard and there is no way, and not enough 
ammonia to chase them all off. Only good thing about it is that they may aerate the soil and get 
oxygen to the roots of my plants - if they aren't eating them. Would you believe they are pushing my 
plastic markers out of the soil? Who needs all this aggravation? I had better go by this "Character 
Builder" - if you can't make light of your troubles, keep them in the dark. 

Region 6 is getting more and more good hybridizers. If we could only give Region 13 a run for 



 

their money, but right now I must admit Louisiana is the hybridizing center of the Daylily World and I 
do hate to admit it, but it's true. Also, they have many good writers and even though we have the 
largest membership we probably have a smaller percentage of writers than anyone. Really, once you 
get started to write, it doesn't hurt a bit. You may not know a lot about who performs the most 
services for the National but you should know something about hybridizers. Did you write for anyone? 
It is too late now as it is decided at the Board Meeting the latter part of October. Did you recommend 
anyone to receive the Regional Award? They give away four or five a year so if you know of anyone 
who is worthy, please write the Awards and Honors Chairman before October of next year. 
Otherwise, don't ask, "What did she or he do?" It is your fault for not writing for those who are really 
deserving. I did a lot of research and gave a lot of thought as to who I felt deserved the Helen Field 
Fischer Award (for service to AHS), the Bertrand Farr Award (for hybridizing), and the Regional 
Service Award for Regional service. I consider nothing but their merit and service. Then I spent hours 
getting my Journal article written and should be out shuffling my daylilies around instead of writing 
this, BUT I at least can feel that I involved myself in what goes on in the Society. Have you done your 
part? ? 

They say that middle age is the time of life when we begin to develop sales resistance. Maybe I 
haven't reached it yet, as I have no resistance at all when it comes to buying daylilies. 

I forgot to mention with the reasonably priced sellers - Tanner’s Garden, Rt. 1, Box 22, 
Cheneyville, LA 71325. Their listing is long and prices are reasonable. 

My desk and so-called office look like a tornado had struck them - it is now 5:04 p.m. and I haven't 
had lunch so this is it for now. Until next time. My time is my own. As you can see, I write according to 
how I feel.  

 
Luke Senior, Mable Nelson, Mary Smith, & Martin 
Standard 

 
Edgar Brown, Viv, & Carl Sauer 

 
Mildred Schlumpf, Cora Hund, & Lucille Williamson 

 
Ken Durio & Ury Winniford 



 

MULCHING 
Mildred Smith - Hitchcock 

 
Here along the Gulf Coast, we never know what the Winter is going to be like until it is over. A 

daylily grower has to hedge all bets. Try some of everything, hoping the effort will help a little, if not a 
lot. The goal always being happy and healthy plants. 

Some of you can remember a Winter when temperatures dropped to 6o along the Gulf Coast. A 
Winter like that would make a gardener feel better if they had 3” of Pine needles or Bagasse 
protecting the roots of their Hems. That Bagasse, when it decays, would leave some of those fine 
Louisiana trace minerals in our leached-out Texas soil. There should be a very low sugar content in 
the Bagasse. It is nourishment for your Hems. 

Last Winter we mulched with Pine needles, and I pulled them off in February right after the only 
heavy rain that we received all Winter. Three days later, I was scrambling around to get the mulch 
back on the daylilies because they were drying out so fast. 

Curley and Trudie McDow, of Alta Loma, bring home loads of Pine needles, then pulverize them 
with a mulch grinder and blow them into the compost bin. This is the stuff they are putting on their 
seedling beds that are 4' x 300'. They also take their machine to Texas City and blow the ground Pine 
needles on the Hem beds of Mrs. Ethel O'Hara. 

Find something and mulch with it, even if it is only shredded newspapers or cardboard boxes. I 
have used whole banana tree leaves. Anything is better than nothing. 

I know a little old lady who gathers cardboard boxes from the garbage bins behind the 
supermarket. She flattens them, ties the bundle with a string, rides the bus home, then shreds the 
boxes by hand for her compost bin. You can watch the neighbors garbage cans for Fall leaves. Make 
a bin out of wire or a heavy cardboard box that is punched full of holes. It will decay along with the 
contents. Layer the leaves, cardboard bits, grass clippings, cow manure, and some commercial 
fertilizer, stir weekly if you can, and in a few weeks, presto, you have something very good to add to 
your soil. 

You don't have to have a bin. Dig a trench directly where you plan the next Hem bed, fill it with the 
materials to be composted, and throw in a little soil that you removed to make the trench. In a few 
months spade the area again and you will have a super place to plant new cultivars. 

See you at the POOR BOY Regional in 1979! 
 

IT IS THE HOUSTON AREA FOR 1980 
 

The Houston Area Daylily Society and the Houston Hemerocallis Society have extended an 
invitation to Region 6 to hold its Regional Meeting in the Houston Area in 1980. 

Even though it will be late November when you receive this invitation, go ahead and send guest 
plants, NOW. All of the tour gardens are located where the warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico keep 
the area fairly warm during the Winter. Frequently these folks are not aware when many of us are 
having Winter because they only have a cool spell that only lasts for a day or so. 

 
The following tour gardens are ready to receive guest plants, NOW: 

 
Mrs. Billie Hollis, 845 Jackson Avenue (P.O. Box 805), Bacliff, TX 77518 
H. O. & Berta Johnson, Box 359, League City, TX 77573 
Mrs. Mildred Smith, Box 86, Hitchcock, TX 77563 
Mrs. Inez Tarrant, Route 1, Freeport, TX 77541 

  



 

FROM THE MAIL BAG 
 

• We are having one heck of a drought, and terrific heat wave, with temperatures over the 100° 
mark, day after day. I try to water, but our supply is low, with weak line pressures, so it does not 
help much, August 18. 

 David Flesh, Jefferson 
 

• I gave quite a few of my plants for the daylily garden at our large Rose display garden and then 
also the Men’s Garden Club that I spoke to last year wanted some to plant around a home (forget 
the name) but it is for mistreated children. That got rid of quite a few. I like your "From The Mail 
Bag." Maybe more will write you bits you can use. I'm sorry I failed to remember to send in my 
favorites for "I Liked These In 1978.” It was good to see the picture of Lucille on the cover. I had 
told her the other day that she was getting so famous. I'm so glad that she won the Bertrand Farr 
Medal, because she surely deserved it. 

 Edna Lankart, Tyler 
 

• 1978 daylily blooms are just a memory, now. The season was so erratic, and in many ways 
disappointing. Some of the better Hems did not even bloom, and very few bloomed after August. 

For performance I'll have to give PAPPY GATES first place. Others that we enjoyed were: 
APPLE TART - that incomparable big red; POJO - small gold, double; POCO VINO - fine textured 
small lavender; and RED BANTAM - a red miniature, that bloomed all Summer. 

 Pearl Howard, Pleasanton 
 

• We're snowed under in peanut harvest, I've been getting to bed about midnight and up and gone 
before daylight - wish I were younger! 

 Joyce Lewis, Murchison 
 

• On October 12, 1978, Bill Ater, RVP for Region 6, spoke to the Houston Area Daylily Society, 
summarizing the duties of the RVP and showing some fine slides of daylilies and companion 
plants. As a record for this occasion for the club's "Memory Book,” a photo was taken of Bill with 
the club's president, Mrs. Charles E. Foster. Clarice is an avid daylily grower and collector, and 
since it is her favorite flower, she had her car license plate made especially to reflect her interest. 
(you will recognize the picture on page 11). 

 Nell Crandall, Houston 
 

• Five of our group took the Texas Bus to National - only to be outnumbered by the Gulf Coast 
Hemerocallis Society. Those attending from Brazosport were: Rena Humphreys, Polly Smith, Inez 
Tarrant, and W. D. and I. Polly and R. K. Smith are our newest members. We met and invited 
them at the Regional in Beaumont. Their enthusiasm will light up our lives! 

We meet October 8th, and our club voted recently to invest some money from the treasury in 
daylilies. These were chosen with recommendations by the members. At this meeting, we will 
have a drawing to see who grows these plants. They will enjoy them in their yard and at the 
auction next November, they will return one plant to be auctioned to the members. Sounds like 
fun. Dallas has tried this successfully. Our annual auction is scheduled for November 12th this 
year. 

 Emily Everett, Lake Jackson 
 

•  I have been working hard and have re-done two beds and lined out about 1200 seedlings. It 
seems like 12,000 the way my back feels. Maybe I'll get a few worth looking at. No rain as yet 
here. Very dry! But the weather is beautiful and we have really enjoyed it. No mosquitoes and 
that's the best part. 

 Inez Tarrant, Freeport 
 
 



 

• Well, here is the article I promised on Daffodils. I really do enjoy them after a long brown season 
for they are truly the breath of Spring to me. 

 Bertie Ferris, Dallas 
  

• Cora Offer's LOVELY LINDA, my GYPSY EYES, and my seedling SW 72-XS, a light apricot with a 
dark halo and apple green throat, have bloomed all Summer. Not much or many buds, but lots of 
rebloom every time that I soak the beds. Also, BRIGHT DANCER has continued to rebloom for 
me. The one that put on the "big show" for me has been DOUBLE TALK. When I moved from 
Pleasanton I brought a three fan clump. It has grown like a weed and multiplied. This year I 
enjoyed 18 scapes with 9 to 11 blooms on each. It was a real show. 

 Stella Whipp, San Antonio 
 

• About half of all my daylilies did not bloom this past season, including seedlings and established 
plants that had previously bloomed regularly. The season was exceptionally dry all Summer. 
However, I watered thoroughly and regularly. I bloomed two purple tetraploids last year that were 
keepers. I wouldn't trade one of these for anything that I've seen from some of the leading 
hybridizers. I numbered this one T PU 61-76-1. 

 Anel Unger, Houston 
 

• We had a marvelous bloom season, and then as it was finishing, this horrible drought set in. We 
have still had no rain in our area of Dallas. 

 Lucille Warner, Dallas 
 

• We had a big crowd on Saturday, September 23rd, to help Daddy Tom celebrate his 90th birthday. 
Daddy Tom really enjoyed having so many folks from so many places come to be with him on this 
special day. The crowd contained many daylily folks which added to the interest for him. He really 
had a good time! 

 Tom Hughes, Mansfield 
 
• Folks, now that Winter is near and you have all the Fall beds replanted, etc. take your pencils in 

hand and write some of those daylily thoughts down and send them to me for the next issue of the 
Newsletter. We want to know what plants that you liked last Summer whether they bloomed in 
your garden or someone else’s garden. If you enjoy reading the thoughts of others, we will surely 
enjoy reading yours. 

 Bill Ater, Austin 
 

SOME CULTURAL NOTES ON DAYLILIES 
Bill Ater - Austin 

 
HOW TO PLANT: Good soil preparation before you plant your daylily will prove to be beneficial 

because of the added bloom and extra growth of your daylily. If you are planting a single clump, 
spade an area at least two feet in diameter to a depth of at least a foot. For heavy black soil add 
sharp sand and humus to make the soil lighter. Adding humus to 1/3 the soil volume will improve the 
friability of the soil. Barnyard manure and/or compost are the best sources of humus. This same 
procedure can be used for an area of any size - be sure to till the soil well before planting. Do not 
plant the daylilies too deeply, as much harm is done by too deep planting, mulching over one inch 
deep, and planting too closely, than by adverse climatic conditions. Plant so that the soil level is just 
one inch above the crown, the point where the roots and foliage meet. When planting make a small 
mound in the middle of the hole and spread the roots over the mound and then place the soil on top 
of the roots. Water well when planting, and then water new plants as required the first month. Plants 
can be watered with manure tea or a solution of 1 teaspoon of instant fertilizer to a gallon of water at 
two week intervals for the first couple of months so that the plants become well established and that 
there is ample food for the root system as it begins to adapt to your soil conditions. I like to soak 
newly arrived plants in a solution of ¼ tsp. instant fertilizer to a gallon of water for a half hour to an 



 

hour before planting, being careful not to get the fertilizer on the crown. Then I water the newly 
planted plant with the solution. 

FERTILIZATION: It should be kept in mind that the soil and growing conditions of each garden is a 
problem unto itself. What you do for success in sandy soil may not meet the requirements of good 
garden soil or the special conditions in your garden. In other words, every grower has to use their 
own knowledge and initiative and stick with successful practices if they want to obtain the best result 
from their planting. A few suggestions may be helpful: daylilies do best in slightly acid soil. Humus is 
conducive to this. Sulphur, copperas, and iron chelates are aids to increasing the acidity of the soil. 
Using 1 tablespoon vinegar to a gallon of water can be a boost to acid loving plants when planted in 
alkaline soil. Too much fertilizer on daylilies, as well as on most any other plant, causes excessive 
growth of the plant and will decrease the number of flowers rather than increasing them. Too much 
nitrogen fertilizer on plants in the Springtime is not conducive to the best flowering. Daylilies, like 
other flowering plants after blooming, have a brief period of rest before putting out new growth and 
getting ready for next year's bloom. Fall is probably the best time for fertilizing daylilies for the 
average grower. This increases the size of the plants and gives the maximum number of flowers next 
year. In other words the best time to fertilize in your area will have to be determined by your growing 
conditions. Old exhausted clumps due to exhausted soil, can be fertilized somewhat heavier than new 
plantings. 

All daylilies that are mulched should be fertilized before putting down the mulch. Feeding is 
necessary because in the absence of fertilizer the mulch utilizes soil fertility, nitrogen particularly, in 
its decomposition. This may temporarily deprive the plant of its food. It is better to put fertilizer on or in 
the ground around the daylilies rather than on the top of the mulch simply because it would be more 
effective. Care should be used that the chemical fertilizers do not come in direct contact with the 
plant, particularly the crown. Inorganic fertilizers give much better results if they are worked into the 
soil and the plants are watered after the fertilizer is applied. Be sure to keep the soil moist for at least 
two weeks after fertilizing because the plants can only use fertilizer in a liquid form. 

I have found variations of this formula to be effective for me. It contains a high percentage of 
organic matter which breaks down very slowly and feeds the plant over a longer period of time. 
Cottonseed meal is the basic ingredient and by reducing the chemicals in the warmer weather it is 
safe to use in the early Fall as well as the early Spring. I like to fertilize just as the plants break 
dormancy in the Spring. My basic formula is: 6 quarts cottonseed meal; 2 quarts superphosphate; 3 
quarts complete garden fertilizer (sometimes I use Fertiloam or 12-24-12 or some of both); 2 quarts 
granular soil sulphur; 1 quart iron sulphate (copperas); 1 quart bone meal; ½ cup iron chelate 
(Sequestrine); ½  cup blood meal; ½ cup instant fertilizer, and 2 cups DiSyston (for aphid and thrip 
control). I usually tumble all of the ingredients in an empty fertilizer bag to mix well. Then I use ½ cup 
to 1 cup of the mixture around each plant depending on the size and scratch it into the soil lightly, 
watering well, and keeping moist for at least two weeks because the plants must have the fertilizers in 
a liquid form in order for their root systems to be able to use them. 

 

 
Ruby Whitfield & Gladys McDonald 

 
Maxine Botting, Maryland; Grace Alexander & Inez Tarrant, 

Texas; John & Wilma Marley, Oklahoma at Pittsburgh 



 

 
DAFFODILS TO BRIDGE THE SEASONS 

Mrs. Royal A. Ferris, Jr. - Dallas 
 

Daylily people are confirmed gardeners, and as a rule have a lengthy history of activity in 
horticulture. They are not satisfied with only daylilies in their landscape. They insist on growing other 
plants that bloom to help tide the span from October to May. 

My favorite flower for this purpose is the Daffodil. Why Daffodils? OH DAFFODILS! There are at 
least a hundred reasons one could give for growing these delightful flowers - but mere words are 
such an inadequate medium for describing such a beautiful and versatile plant. 

If someone could take you by the hand and lead you through the entrancing displays at a Daffodil 
show , you could see how lovely and varied and colorful they are. Then go walking with a friend who 
has grown these beauties for a lifetime and you can see why they are a poet's dream. There could be 
a pilgrimage to a city park to view them in all their glory - growing and blowing on a windy hill. View 
them at dawn's early light, sparkling with dew drops, and if you are fortunate, there could be a 
sprinkling of snow. Why not see them at high noon in a heavenly warm sunshine and again in the 
delightful pink glow at evening time. When viewing natural plantings of Daffodils under ancient Oaks 
and umbrella of waxy white Dogwoods, you will be bewitched. 

Now, wouldn't you love to have a garden full of Daffodils to tide you over from mid-November to 
mid-April? If so, there are a few facts that you should know - a bit of history. They were wild species 
many centuries ago, growing in Southern Europe, and they probably came to this country with the 
early settlers. They were called Daffodils, Narcissus, or Jonquils. Many people are still confused as to 
which is which. The answer is simple, "there is no difference.” They refer to the same genus of 
flowering bulbs: Daffodils - the common name; Narcissus - the botanical name. Jonquil just adds to 
the confusion, it is only one division of the many kinds of Daffodils and should only be used for the 
wild Jonquil species and its hybrid descendants. 

There are thousands of varieties to choose from; all of them fall into one of the twelve divisions. 
One should be familiar with the characteristics of each division and its requirements. Daffodil catalogs 
will help acquaint you with the different divisions and will keep you entranced for hours. To begin with, 
they are all fascinatingly beautiful. They are unique and out-of-the-ordinary. With the long blooming 
season and the diversity of shapes, sizes, colors, and types, you will "never" discover all their secrets. 
They will never bore you. 

They are not fussy. They will thrive in all types of soil in most areas. They will grow in full sun or 
partial shade, and generally withstand the vagaries of weather and the abuse of mankind. Insects and 
diseases are not a major problem. Some will persist in the garden from year to year, and their blooms 
will become more spectacular. 

Plant in the Fall not later than mid-October. Good drainage is a must. Water through Autumn, 
Winter, and Spring, in fact until the foliage is dry. This insures good Spring blossoms and bulbs for 
the next season. When the time comes to select bulbs for the next season, choose a few of the tried 
and true varieties and you will more than likely become addicted to these charmers. 

Why don't you choose Daffodils as your "Special Interest" to bridge the season while your daylilies 
are sleeping? 
  

COMPANIONS EXTEND THE PLEASURE 
Jack Bradley - Fort Worth 

 
Annual Phlox are bright and they are heavy bloomers. Once established, they self-seed and start 

blooming very early. They make excellent companions for daylilies. They bloom right through August. 
And, if they don't kill themselves from expending all their energy on bloom, they continue until frost. 
The new self-seeded plants appear in January. To get them started, plant seed between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Sweet William, the old-fashioned biennial, is a fantastic bloomer, too, and also self-seeds, but it 



 

blooms out before our hot Summer weather starts. 
Daylily people know about companion plants, for sure. But I have rediscovered some old ones, 

and will pass along some experiences. 
I have had an early garden in recent years, which gives a good bloom period ahead of daylilies. 

The key to the whole thing is Larkspurs. Planted in late Fall they are up by January and are blooming 
in Fort Worth by the end of March. They are about the only annual that absolutely refuses to 
transplant, thus must be left where they come up. Calliopsis, which is the perennial form of Cosmos, 
blooms during the same period. The Calliopsis tends to sprawl. Both can be planted among daylilies. 
The Larkspurs are pulled out as they pass peak bloom, and the Calliopsis are cut severely to nubs as 
they bloom out and sprawl. I have them all out or out of sight by late May. Some years the Calliopsis 
gives a rebloom, for which it must be staked. 

Also, this past Spring I had a good early bloom from Pansies, grown from plants bought cheaply in 
December. In March, I also bought cheaply several dozen red Petunia plants. The mixture of yellow 
Pansies and the red Petunias was striking. Low and in the front of the beds. 

Also in the early garden were Ranunculus and Anemones. Planted in the Fall, they are up in 
March and blooming in early April. They also are low and in the front of the bed. 

Calendulas bloom off and on all Winter for me in a sheltered spot under the overhang of the 
Southwest side of my house. Out in the open, they start blooming in mid or late March. Orange, 
yellow and apricot. White flies and other pests get after them, but it doesn't matter because they hate 
hot weather and are ready to be discarded in mid-May. I have a friend who nurtures them through the 
Summer and gets a good Fall bloom. But I think it is not worth it. They can be grown from seed, but 
are available cheaply in garden centers as plants in November and December. 

Old-fashioned Violas, called also Johnny Jump Ups, are easy to start, and then you have them 
forever. They start blooming in January, the flowers about one fourth as big as a dime. Very intense 
colors. They reach peak bloom about March 1 in Fort Worth, and that is when I start pulling them out, 
reluctantly, to make room for Summer-long annuals. Violas are willing to bloom all Summer, too, but 
the Summer bloom is faded and they get leggy. 

So that's the main ingredients of my early garden. 
 

When I last expanded my curbed areas, I saved three spaces for annuals, never to be given over 
to daylilies. I have been tempted, but they have remained. One full of dwarf red Marigolds, one with 
dwarf red Cosmos (either Sunset which grows to 3 feet or Diablo, another red-yellow variegated, 
which is somewhat shorter). Cosmos bloom out by July 1, but by being pulled up, the self-seeded 
ground grows back to blooming size by September and there is a good Fall bloom most years. The 
third area has been in dwarf yellow Marigolds, but for the past two years, I have made it into a mixed 
annual bed with a little of everything from Petunias, to Salvia, Ageratum, Alyssum, and Periwinkles. 
By starting Alyssum early and cutting it back as it tries to seed (using grass shears), it can be kept 
blooming from early May to December. It self-seeds to some degree. 

An early Summer annual that has been very rewarding some years for me is white Candytuft. It 
blooms about the same time as the perennial variety, but is more upright, with much larger and more 
prolific bloom spikes. It should be started early - like late February - from seeds. I have poor luck with 
it about half the years that I try it. But I keep at it. The good years more than make up for the years of 
failure. The annual Candytuft also comes in colors. I have tried the colors several times and have 
decided they were not intended for Texas. They bloom in late June and July, and only sparingly. 

Candle trees, remember in the late 1950s when you saw them everywhere? The garden centers 
had them a foot high for a dime each in May. I got started on them again about five years ago. If 
started from seed indoors and moved outdoors in May, they will begin blooming by September 1. And 
they continue until a freeze comes. They get up to 15 feet high and 20 feet wide, and attract many 
honeybees and hummingbirds in the Fall when other blooms are scarce. 

Later I shall write about my trials with perennials. I consider Rodger Croker to be the expert on 
perennials. We have swapped plants over the years. He has better luck with some things than I have, 
and vice-versa. 



 

 
OUR SEEDLING SAFARI - PART TWO 

Gertrude Lanham - Dallas 
 

Our seedling Safari, here in Dallas, began with trips to the Winniford, Thompson, and Warner 
gardens, on May 25. The bloom was very late this year. Beautiful seedlings charmed us all, and many 
wished that every member of our Society could have joined us. 

Later, in the month of June, I began to get calls to come see the seedlings. Fannie Adams, 
Maybelle Dodd, Peggy Hammel, Wilma Perry, Marge Russell, and Tom Hughes had some really 
outstanding seedlings. Many numbers were noted by the visitors. Many delightful surprises, too, were 
seen, as it just seemed that the seedlings were the most beautiful ever grown. More visiting to 
seedling patches was done than ever before. It is hoped we will continue this custom. 

The most "fun" trip to view seedlings was the trip to the Lewis’s near Murchison. There were 
twenty of us from Dallas who made the trip, and between Bill Lambert from Alabama, who was there 
to see the outstanding seedlings, and the delicious picnic lunch we enjoyed, our day was truly a 
perfect ending to a seedling safari that was a first time performance. 

There were so many seedlings listed, that I am using just one numbered cultivar from each fine 
hybridizer: Winniford WG 77-013D a lavender-purple halo, chartreuse throat, a large flower, and just 
plain gorgeous; Thompson 486-1 called a color break of soft cream lavender with light purple halo, 
yellow green throat, petals that overlap, and sepals that roll back, a small beautiful flower; Adams 71-
85 small, prolific yellow, curly with a green yellow throat, recurved, and a darling flower; Warner 77-
130 a rose brown, eyed, and ruffled, stunning; Dodd 76-MR cardinal red miniature, triangular shaped 
bloom, charming, and has been registered as HILLSIDE JEWEL; Hughes 34-771 OOOOH!! pink and 
ruffled with a darker eye and a large flower; Lewis 77-010 OOOH!! huge, round gold, it is creped and 
a sensation, a tetraploid; Russell 78-5 large, wide-petaled, fluffy yellow. and absolutely gorgeous; 
Perry WP-16 4" ruffled cinnamon, henna halo, pale apricot, a deep green in the throat, a favorite at 
our show on June 4; and Hammel PH 76 a low-growing small near-white self, night bloomer, and a 
prolific daylily. 

There were many more beautiful seedlings, in the patches that we visited but I chose only one 
from each garden. All of us wished for more garden visiting by more members this year, and we are 
looking forward to another successful seedling safari in 1979. Surely Mother Nature will be kinder to 
us next year, blessing us with more rain, and earlier bloom. 



 

 

Houston Daylily Gardens 
 

4701 Creekmont, Houston, Texas 77091 
(713) 686-5073   -   (713) 688-6813 

 
R. J. ROBERSON, D.V.M. 

 

 

1978 INTRODUCTIONS 
 
MORONI (ROBERSON) 
[Bertha Ella Cone x (Snowman x Clarence Simon)] 
 
Peach blend with green throat, fr. ext., ev. 28" scape, 6" 
bloom. This strong erect beauty has the peach blend color 
of CLARENCE SIMON with a diamond dusted pink overlay 
but with all the texture, flat form, and waxy substance of the 
newer Southern winners. At 10 p.m. you can't tell today's 
blooms from tomorrow's. It is fragrant and stays open 
approximately 30 hours. ......................................... $35.00 
 
MORMON (ROBERSON) 
[Bertha Ella Cone x (Bertha Ella Cone x Hawk)] 
 
20" EM Re. 8 ½“ near-white, self, v. fr. ext. ev. Outstanding 
daylily in every respect, exceptional in its 8 ½" open form 
with 2 ¾" ruffled petals and 2 ½" ruffled sepals. The near-
white diamond dusted color is only surpassed by its 
extended blooms (approximately 30 hr.). Very fragrant - 
one bloom will add pleasing aroma to the entire room. 
Fertile both ways. ................................................... $25.00 

 
 

MANY NEW CULTIVARS 
 

FOR HYBRIDIZERS & HOBBYISTS 
 

Tetraploids, Diploids 
 

FOR NURSERYMEN & LANDSCAPERS 
 

We have large numbers of single variety plants. (Yellows, Golds, & Reds) 
 

We welcome garden visits. 
 

Please call to make sure that we will be there. 
  

Send stamp for price list & color brochure. 
 

 
MORONI 

 
MORMON 

 
(a paid advertisement) 



 

  
We gratefully acknowledge the financial support to the Region 6 Treasury by the following persons: 
 
Mrs. Fred Acrey, Dallas 
Mrs. H. L. Bosse, Stamford 
Mr. & Mrs. F. D. Coppin, Waco 
Mrs. R. L. Crenshaw, Houston 
Mrs. Clyde Daniel, Brownwood 
Oakie Domenech, Houston 
Mrs. Ronald F. Eddleman, California 
Mrs. W. B. Fullen, Beaumont 
Mr. & Mrs. W. C. Hartfield, Houston 
Mrs. Vernon Hut, Nacogdoches 
Mrs. J. D. Klingeman, San Antonio 
Mrs. J. M. Layton, Brazoria 
Mrs. Richard A. Ludwig, New Braunfels 
Mrs. A. J. Mallett, Houston 
Mrs. Lee R. Marburger, Sinton 
Mrs. Gladys T. McDonald, Lytle 

Helene Miley, Midland 
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Parks, Lake Jackson 
Faye Pate, Center 
Corinne Peace, Porter 
Mrs. Tom J. Rhame, Paris 
Mrs. Robert H. Phillips, Houston 
Mrs. B. J. Robbins, Idalu 
Mrs. Travis Roberts, Arp 
Ted F. Robinson, Texarkana 
Mrs. R. K. Smith, Rosenberg 
LeRoy Sterling, Houston 
Mrs. L. W. Stevens, Waco 
Mrs. Margaret Vance, Taylor 
Mrs. G. D. Whitfield, Devine 
Mrs. Lucille Williamson, Roganville 
Mrs. Inez Young, Beaumont 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
This is our last volume for 1978 and as we begin to prepare for 1979, we need your financial 

support for the coming year. The American Hemerocallis Society sends 60¢ of your dues to Region 6 
to publish our Newsletter. Then the Region must supplement this stipend by raising additional funds 
to meet our expenses. 

 
May we suggest a minimum of $2.00 per member within Region 6 and $4.00 per subscription for 

all out of Region 6. 
 
Please be generous this year when you send your contribution to: 

 
Mrs. Alyne Fisher, Treasurer 
9208 Springwood Drive 
Austin, Texas 78750 

 
NAME   Amount $   
 
Address   
 
City, Zip   



 

 
 

 
 

ATER MINIATURE SEEDLING - GOLD THIMBLE X TALL TOM 
#1 WINNER OF BEST SEEDLING 

1978 AUSTIN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY SHOW 
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