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RVP’s MESSAGE 

 
The awaited bloom season is here. May your seedling beds have just that DAYLILY you 

envisioned when hybridizing. Garden visiting is requested of each one - please share your pleasures 
and excitements with me for the Newsletter. 

 
I would appreciate very much your participation in the following programs: 
 
I. Nominations - outlining in detail the services performed together with comments, 

qualifications, etc. for: 
A. HELEN FIELD FISCHER GOLD MEDAL (official AHS recognition for distinguished and 

meritorious service rendered the Society by a member) 
B. BETRAND FARR SILVER MEDAL (distinguished honor to a member of AHS who has 

attained outstanding results in the field of hybridizing) 
C. REGIONAL SERVICE AWARD (for a deserving member of AHS who has rendered 

outstanding service to the Society at the Regional level) 
D. HONORARY STATUS FOR AWARDS AND HONORS JUDGES - Awards and Honors 

Judges who served 12 consecutive years and are unable to continue in an active capacity 
write your RVP for Honorary Judgeship status before December 1. 

 
A, B, and C should be sent to me by August 1. 

 
II. Each member of the American Hemerocallis Society should vote in the Popularity Poll. 

Only 89 voted last year, was one ballot yours? Region 6 has over 500 AHS members - I'm 
counting on 500+ ballots this year. 

 
III. The success of the Awards and Honors Program depends on its judges. Your ballot is 

counted in the bestowal of meaningful Awards and Honors. Only 91% filled out ballots last 
year, what happened to the other 9%? Signed ballots must be returned by August 25th. to 
Miss Martha B. Hadley, Awards and Honors Chairman, 9561 Old Bonhomme Rd., St. 
Louis, MO 63132. 

 

 



IV. Region 6 has two awards voted for at the Regional Meeting by those in attendance: 
A. THE ANNIE T. GILES AWARD goes to a member of the Host Society for a numbered or 

named unintroduced cultivar seen in the tour gardens. 
B. THE MALCOLM COLLIE (HEMMIE) AWARD goes to a Region 6 hybridizer (other than 

the Host Society) for an introduced variety. 
 
It is important that changes of address be sent to me - Miss Betty L. Davis, Rt. 1, Box 377, 

Sweeny, Texas 77480, and Mrs. Arthur W. Parry, Editor of the AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS 
JOURNAL, Signal Mountain, Tennessee 37377, for mailing of the Newsletter and Journal. 
 

LOOKING FORWARD TO THE 1977 ROBERT WAY SCHLUMPF 
AND A. D. ROQUEMORE CONTESTS 

 
Bloom season is fast approaching. daylily fans with cameras should start taking pictures for entry 

in next year's Robert Way Schlumpf and A. D. Roquemore Memorial Award contests. All entries 
become the property of the AHS and are used in various slide sets for rental to members and others. 
AHS members get first preference. 

There are two categories in the Robert Way Schlumpf contest. The best Kodachrome slide of a 
recently registered daylily, in good focus, no props or accessories, cover one category. A 
Kodachrome slide of a landscape featuring daylilies with no more than one person in the scene 
constitutes the second category. However, a good slide without a person in the scene will be given 
preference over one including a person. The award is a lovely silver tray for each category which is 
kept by the winner. 

The A. D. Roquemore Award is for the best Kodachrome slide of a clump showing how the plant 
grows. This too is a lovely tray to keep. So get busy and make slides to enter next year. I realize that 
it is sometimes difficult to give up ones slides but when you take some for yourself, take another for 
entry in these two contests. Remember, only originals are eligible. No copies will be judged. 

I am including a list of slide programs available for rental. Plans are underway for updating the list, 
adding new ones, etc. It is advisable when ordering a program that you send in your order for from 1 
month to 6 weeks ahead since the programs are in circulation all of the time. Also, list your second 
choice in case your first choice is not available at the time. The programs are mailed at the Library 
Rate and insured for $50 per set. Usually the postage runs around 46¢. We pay the postage from our 
end and the person who rents pays it for the return. We allow from 10 days to 2 weeks travel time 
when sending out programs. We have some beautiful slides so make good use of them. The rental 
fee is $5.00 per set of 98 to 100 slides. 
 

AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY SLIDE LIBRARY 
 
List of Available Slide Programs: 
 
Program (s) Description 
 

I. 1975 Popularity Poll Winners; determined by ballots submitted by AHS members 
 

II. Award Winning Hems: includes winners of the Stout Medal, Donn Fischer 
Memorial Cup, Annie T. Giles Award, President's Cup, Lenington All American 
Award, Robert P. Miller Award, and Award of Merit from 1964 through 1971; 
determined by ballots cast by Awards and Honors Judges 

 
III. Junior Citation Winners; the last three years are represented but not all winners 

are included because the number would be too great for one program and slides 
of some are not available 

 



IV. Tetraploid Cultivars 
 
V, V-A Miniature and Small Flower Varieties 

 
VI, VII, VIII Garden Club Special; each shows a wide variety of daylilies, some landscape 

scenes, and some arrangements 
 

IX. Gardening With Daylilies; a basic approach is featured which shows the division 
and replanting of a daylily clump, preparation for a new garden area, methods of 
multiplication, the use of companion plants, and other useful information; comes 
with a typed narrative 

 
X. "You've Come A Long Way, Baby": A Historical Approach; included are early 

registrations, the Stout Medal winners with several registrations from the year in 
which it won, several of the first Award of Merit winners and of the very latest, 
and a few of the original Honorable Mention winners 

 
XI. Inexpensive and Moderately Priced Daylilies 

 
XII. Evergreen Cultivars 

 
XIII. Dormant Cultivars 

 
XIV, XV Recent Introductions; shown are registrations from the last five years or so 

 
XVI. Recent Introductions and Landscape Scenes; these cover the last ten years plus 

some shots showing the incorporation of daylilies in gardens 
 

XVII. Another Season, Another Reason for Growing Hems; slides in this program were 
taken during the 1974 season 

 
XVIII. Florida Convention; featured are arrangements from the flower show in the 

Winter Park Mall, tour gardens with some of the hosts and hostesses, and 
varieties seen in the various gardens. 

 
Order slide programs from Mrs. Mildred Schlumpf, Slide Custodian, 7803 High Star Drive, 

Houston, Texas 77036. 
 

 



A BEGINNER'S GARDEN 
Louise A. Simon 

 
To broaden our base of knowledge, I went, by mail, to an expert in our sister Region. In the 

interest of those of us who are not overburdened with money. I asked Mrs. Louise Simon, Lafayette, 
Louisiana, "What 25 daylilies would you buy if you were limited to $3.00 and under?" I was happy to 
learn that Louise has recovered from her recent illness and is back at work in her commercial 
operation. Now through the eyes of this lady who has seen co many daylilies; behold the garden of 
her choice under the conditions imposed. 
 
AMAZING GRACE (MacMillan), canary yellow 
BABY DARLING (Maxwell), purple 
BETH STANDARD (Standard), cream, peach cast
BIG SISTER (Spalding), canary 
CHARISMA (Harling), pink, paler halo 
CLARENCE SIMON (MacMillan), melon 
DAVID HOUSTON (Kent), red 
GLORIA RITCHEY (Simon), bluish rose 
GOLDEN SHOWPIECE (Pittard), gold 
HALLELUJAH CHORUS (MacMillan), pink 
HOPE DIAMOND (MacMillan), near white 
JULY THIRD (McFarland), yellow 
LITTLE FELLOW (Tanner), lavender, dark halo 

LOVELY GIRL (Spalding), coral pink 
MARY MAE SIMON (MacMillan), creamy 
MILLIE MIDGE (MacMillan), lavender 
MY ROSARY (Simon), cream, pink band 
PASS ME NOT (MacMillan-Kennon), gold 
PURPLE ROBE (Maxwell), purple 
SHOWPIECE (Munson), ivory pink 
SOMETHING (Wild), pink coral 
SWEET GEORGIA BROWN (MacMillan-Brown), 
pinkish melon 
SYMPHONY IN RUFFLES (MacMillan), pink halo 
TIM TANNER (Simon), greenish yellow 
TOVARICH (Munson), velvety red 

 
Of course, these are only my humble choices. The first thing to consider is ones choice of color, 

then height comes in for the ones needed in certain areas such as against a fence, taller ones; edge 
of bed, short ones; etc. We grow with success, evergreens, semi-evergreens, and deciduous 
daylilies, but some parts of the United States must have evergreens, just as many Northern areas 
want nothing but deciduous ones. (Editor's note: Mrs. Simon also volunteered a list of $5.00 and 
under which will appear in a later issue). 
 

EVERGREENS IN CONNECTICUT 
Mae J. McCabe 

 
In response to your postcard about my experience in growing evergreen Hems: "Many such 

varieties have been successfully established over a period of years. I prefer to plant Southern grown 
plants in early Spring. Fall plantings usually fail to Winter over or come through in a very weakened 
condition. However, if an evergreen is purchased through a Northern grower, there is usually no 
trouble with it surviving. I like Stanley Saxton's explanation, 'Once established with new Winter 
acclimated roots the plants would indeed survive, but if forced to Winter before new roots were made 
they would succumb.' Fall planted evergreens bear out these results. They do not have time to 
establish new roots and are practically rootless in the Spring. In talking with other members of Region 
4, most of them are growing evergreens, their experience varying, but mostly good. Sometimes a 
particular cultivar sulks. Remarks from Dick Bennett (Northern New York) indicate great success with 
MacMillan's cultivars. I am looking forward to a good performance of your namesake, BETTY DAVIS 
(Rupe), evergreen magenta with a purple eye. I have changed its location and will give it TLC." 
 

TRANSPLANTING EXPERIENCE 
Glenna Belle Osborn 

 
I can agree with and back up John P. Buettner's article, "Don't Be In Such A Hurry." The Fall and 

Winter of 1974-75, I was making some major changes in my beds and transplanted daylilies all 
Winter whenever the weather was fit. I did not finish until February 20. Most I had dug and divided 

 



earlier and heeled in my dirt pile, small clumps I left intact. Even though that was our "wet Winter," I 
watered everything down good with a winterizer type fertilizer - Hyponex 10-30-20. We have a sandy 
soil, else I could not have worked in it as wet as it was at times. 

Judging by their performance last Summer, the daylilies did not mind the late transplanting 
anymore than they would have minded any transplanting. I did not lose any plants. 
 

SECOND TIME AROUND 
F. D. Coppin 

 
Do you remember the song that carried the theme, "Second Time Around?" How interesting it is to 

visit a daylily garden from a week to six weeks afterward! Take a walk with me and see some 
doubles. DOUBLE RAINBOW (Wheeler, B.) rainbow blend of bronze red; sunfast repeater; DOUBLE 
TALK (Wheeler, B.) firm tailored orange; DOUBLE DECKER (Thomas) light yellow; BOBO (Winniford, 
E.) brick red; MENO (Winniford, E.) dark red self; POJO (Winniford, E.) dark yellow self; DOUBLE 
LOVE (Brown, B.) peach pink; DOUBLE CUTIE (Brown, B.) chartreuse self; and DOUBLE WHAMMY 
(Brown, B.) bright orange. 

Open your eyes to these tetraploids: ANNIE GOLIGHTLY (Hughes) sunfast bright red; APPLE 
TART (Hughes) ruffled dark red; BROADWAY BONANZA (Hughes-Hammel) dark red with green 
throat; BUD DAVIS (Hughes) butter yellow; PURPLE AND JADE (Winniford, U.) raspberry purple with 
emerald green throat; and PRECIOUS PRIZE (Brown, E. W.) gold edged peach with rose halo. 

What about those fantastic miniatures or small flowered Hems? BABY JULIA (Tanner) pink self; 
BELLA MANELLIS (Winniford) small persimmon apricot; BETHEL (Hughes) deep orange with dark 
eye; BERTIE FERRIS (Winniford) persimmon orange; CORENE (Hughes) light yellow; CUTIE PIE 
(Winniford) yellow self; DRUMMER BOY (McMillan, M.) apricot self; LITTLE DANDY (Hughes) deep 
red purple; LITTLE CELENA (Williamson) cherry pink with raspberry eye; LITTLE DUMPLIN 
(Cunningham, E.) pastel yellow with light pink edging; LITTLE GREENIE (Winniford) yellow green 
self; LITTLE IDY (Williamson) rose pink with red eye; LOUISE MANELLIS (Winniford) pastel pink; 
PAT HUDSON (Hughes) frilly greenish yellow; RASPBERRY PIXIE (Williamson) raspberry blend; 
SQUEAKY (Winniford, H.) dark yellow self; and TOY FAIR (Ferris, R.) pink with red eye. 

Take a look at the rainbow of colors in these: CLARICE AVANELE (Winniford) cream pink; 
CRUSHED GRAPE (Meagher) purple; DADDY TOM (Hughes) chartreuse yellow; DALLAS 
SISTERHOOD (Winniford) purple red; EBONY CIRCLE (Wheeler, B.) creped ruffled reflexed cream, 
large wine bronze eye; FABULOUS FAVORITE (Lankart) raspberry red; INDIAN BLANKET 
(Meagher) red with black veining and green throat; JOHN ROBERT MILLER (Miller-Russell) near 
white; KINNAIRD (Winniford) oxblood red; LIFE IS FRAGILE (Tarrant) near white; MAMIE SCHULZE 
(Williamson)rose pink; MILDRED LAURINE (Wheeler, B.) deep cantaloupe; MULE EARS (Tarrant) 
large dark blackish red; ROWENA MOODY (O'Hara) dusty rose; RUFFLED PANTIES (Schlumpf) 
ruffled crisp yellow; SPACE AGE (Hughes) greenish yellow; TEXAS RANGER (Winniford) dark red; 
VIRGINIA MILLER (Miller, R.) near white ruffled; and WALNUT GREEN (Wheeler, B.) orchid shadow 
over lemon green. 
 

IT'S A PURPLE REGAL DAYLILY 
Rodger Croker 

 
"It's a purple Regal Daylily," is the favorite quote of a dear friend who often shows our garden 

when we are gone. Not knowing, she bluffs her way through a multitude of garden visitors inquiring 
about companion plants. 

First and foremost, with some 600 cultivars and blooming 3-400 seedlings annually, I would say 
that our garden is basically a Hem garden. But, I can not garden without Iris, Amaryllis, Cannas, 
Lilies, Salvia, Daisies, and many more. These plants complement the beauty of the daylilies. Some 
yards are much smaller than ours and therefore would be more cramped for space, but there is a vast 
difference between daylily beds and Hems interspersed with companion plants for a total garden 
effect. 

 



Gerbera Daisies border the paths that get some afternoon shade and bloom continuously if fed 
monthly. Otherwise, they bloom profusely in the Spring and then nothing - until Fall. 

My favorite non-Hemerocallis plant is Salvia Ambigens, acquired from the garden of Margaret 
Kane of San Antonio. It grows 2 ½ - 4' tall with dark blue racemes of bloom that attract Hummingbirds 
galore and form a perfect background, especially for pink and yellow Hems. 

Another Salvia, this one acquired from Wayside Gardens, is East Friesland that grows in a 
prostrate manner and just keeps sending up purple blooms from earliest Spring until a killing frost. 

Cannas in shades of orange and red often clash with certain Hem colors, if planted too close. 
However, the three I have selected for multiple plantings blend with all Hem colors. Eureka is a cream 
that blends well. Porcelain Rose, rather low, and Forest Fire, both in shades of rose accent our 
garden in numerous areas and are slow growing enough to be easily contained, unlike many Cannas. 

Shasta Daisies are another welcome addition, even if resetting is mandatory yearly. These range 
from the short border Little Miss Muffet to the taller background types. May Queen is starting to bloom 
now (3-24) and is a worthy companion of the Louisiana Iris and such early Hems as BITSY (Warner), 
lemon yellow; LITTLE CHERUB (Clear), light yellow; and LITTLE ORANGE SLICES (Croker), 
orange. Most Daisies though bloom with the midseason Hems. 

True Lilies, most of them growing taller, are perfect background materials. Though seeming to 
prefer cooler climates, we successfully grow the Black Dragon, Discovery, Golden Splendor, 
Harlequin hybrids, Jamboree, Joan Strong, Prosperity, and Regal, as well as Henry I, the old-
fashioned Tiger Lily, and a number of hybrids raised from the seed. Most profit by some shade in the 
evening. One must be cautious about placement of the brighter colors to avoid color clashes. 
Personally, I do not care for orange Tiger Lilies and purple Hems planted side by side. 

Rudbeckias, in both the pink and Goldstrum, a later blooming yellow with a black cone, are 
beautiful additions to the Hem garden. One can never forget the picture of PLAYBOY (Wheeler, R. 
W.), deep orange, and a clump of pink Rudbeckias. PLAYBOY and the golden cone were almost the 
same color. 

Miniature Roses in front of low-growing Hems, and especially miniatures, are another planting that 
gets the "oohs!" and "aahs!" Or, how about five tall-growing Grandiflora Queen Elizabeths that form 
the backdrop for a bed of tetraploids? 

I'm ridiculed for the blue-tone Spiderworts I transplanted from the rear of our lots and the river 
bank beyond. But no one would laugh to see a huge lavender-blue with three clumps of old antique 
GOLD DUST (Yeld before 1906), medium orange yellow in full bloom by April 1. 

Lavender spikes of 2' high Adenophora (Ladybells) delight the gardener an entire growing season. 
And they take little space. 

If you are fortunate to live from the Texas Hill Country Southward, you are missing a treat if you 
have never tried Gingers, which range from very dwarf to nearly 5 feet tall (taller in some gardens). 
Though few bloom with the Hems, the lovely foliage is perfect to grow in places too shady for Hems. 

The annual Feverfew is one of three annuals I consistently grow (along with Periwinkles and 
Marigolds). Its tiny Daisy-like blooms add beauty to any garden. 

Agapanthus, especially the blue, again furnish a tropical look in a semi-shady nook. They accent 
pink and yellow Hems admirably. 

And no rockery is complete without Ghost Sedum and the charming Rock Daisies brought from 
Avilda Roquemore's Dallas garden. 

And the foreground of any bed is enhanced by Linaria vulgaris (Butter and Eggs) so carefully 
brought from the Hubbard garden of Lois Blacklock and treasured. 

Also, adding beauty is the yellow-flowering Ice Plant brought from the Brownwood Community 
Hospital (and no I didn't steal it, but was given it by Mr. Galloway, the Grounds Superintendent). 

There is nothing to add coolness to a garden more readily than a pond. Though I have no pond 
yet, I cherish a blue Water Lily in a tub that I brought from Jessie Hyer at Sweeny. 

Charming Dwarf Baby Sun Coreopsis adds its golden glow to the front of the border and reminds 
me of the beauty where it originally grew in the fascinating garden of Cora and Paul Offer of San 
Antonio. 

 



The wild yellow Columbine, indigenous to the Big Bend National Park, came via seed from the 
enchanting backyard garden of Glenna Belle Osborn of Clyde. 

Then there is the Tritoma transplanted from the scenic Pipe Creek Garden of Edith Edwards, 
which flourishes as long as excellent drainage is furnished. It does much to perk up an area with 
yellow Hems. 

Miniature Gladiolus and larger counterparts in the rear give Summer bloom at Hem time. 
Caladiums, especially white ones, suggest coolness at the time we need something to ward off a 

heat stroke. Shade-loving these profit much from added peat and leaf-mold. 
So, push back the doldrums and add some companion plants. Make your garden unique. 

 
COMPANION PLANTINGS 

Gertrude Lanham 
 

(Editor's note: The following is extracted from a talk Gertrude gave to her club in Dallas). 
Just as we like to choose or acquire accessories for our clothes that make our costumes 

complete, so we like to grow plants that enhance or complement daylilies. 
I have visited many daylily gardens throughout the Southern and mid-Western parts of the country 

and with few exceptions there have been beautiful background plants as well as colorful plants in 
front of or among the daylilies. The only exception was the garden the Texas bus folks visited in 
Abbeville, Louisiana. I was so busy admiring Mr. Mac's daylilies that I do not remember a single 
companion plant. 

A big mistake that I have made is the effort to grow plants that do not do well in the Dallas area. I 
have tried Astilbe, Feverfew, and red Phlox. I began to concentrate on looking for plants that did 
perform satisfactorily in our Dallas area. I even changed my mind about some plants that I did not 
think I liked. 

Two of these plants are Periwinkles and Petunias. Periwinkles come in all white, pink or rose 
tones, and the darling little white with red dots. These are heat loving plants that perform well in the 
sunshine. Petunias are something else, from the singles to the doubles that resemble Peonies. I am 
going to name some of the plants that grow well here: 

Cosmos, there are the low-growing orange, tall pinks, and lavenders that reseed. 
Amaryllis live a long time in the same location. I have one clump that has grown in one spot for 25 

years or more. 
True Lilies are enchanting with Hems. 
Echeveria (Hens and Chickens) is another prolific planting. There are other succulents that give a 

spot of color. 
Other border plants that we depend on are Liriope and Rock Daisies. One of the most enchanting 

border plantings was in the Wild's garden in Missouri, tiny Lilliputian Zinnias were in full bloom among 
the brown wood chips all along the beds of daylilies. Bill Munson had, at one end of a long bed, about 
six rows of tiny yellow Marigolds in full bloom. You had to notice these bright plants even though you 
were dazzled by the daylilies. Loree Meagher had blue Cornflowers with rose Nasturtiums. Marge 
Russell had rose Nasturtiums as a border plant and Shasta Daisies among her daylilies. W. W. 
Norton has unusual rocks bordering his beds. Rock Daisies, Portulaca, Iris, and other plants grow out 
from the rocks forming a real picture. 

The Rudolph garden in Illinois was filled with succulents, Cacti, and other plants, but in one 
corner, stood a Silver Tip Spruce and in front of it was a huge clump of LUXURY LACE (Spalding), 
pale lavender. The contrast was simply lovely, and I mention this because they used their imagination 
to create such an effect. 

I could go on and on, because I really "go" for the companion plants among the daylilies. There 
are tomatoes, garlic, parsley, and Stokesia, but I want to suggest that all of you visit all the gardens 
you can, to get ideas and enjoy the color of our daylilies plus the companion plants. 
 

 

 



WHAT'S COOKING ***** DAYLILIES! 
Ann Valentine 

 
Blanche Gore, head of the Home Economics Department at the University of Houston, tested and 

tasted these recipes: 
As VEGETABLE - Gather the unopened flower buds when they are nearly full size, boil only a few 

minutes, then butter, season, and serve like green beans. 
HORS D'OEUVRE - Dip the buds, or the open blossoms, in rich egg batter. Fry in very hot fat to a 

golden brown. 
IN SOUP OR STEW - Daylily buds and blossoms can be added during the last few minutes of 

cooking soups or stews. Like okra, daylilies impart a glutinous quality and the flavor is akin to 
asparagus. 

DAYLILIES ORIENTAL - Fry 1/2 pound of fresh pork, cut into bite-size pieces, add one quart 
water, 2 tablespoons soy sauce, and 1 teaspoon salt. Cover and cook slowly for about an hour or 
until the pork is very tender, replenishing the water as needed. Add 1 packed cup of withered daylily 
blossoms and 1 teaspoon monosodium glutamate. Cook only a few more minutes, until the blooms 
are tender. Serve with rice. 

Daylilies, buds and, or, flowers, can be dried for use in cookery later. Spread the freshly gathered 
buds or withered blooms on paper in a warm room. In about a week, depending on weather 
conditions, they will be dry. Seal in fruit jars and keep in a cool place. Add to soup or stews just 
before the dish is ready to serve and bring to a boil. Dried daylilies also may be cooked into a sauce 
for meat and vegetable dishes. Try them, they are different. 
 

BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW 
Naomi Carwile 

 
Have you ever wondered why all of the leaves you cut off of your daylily clumps cause the rest of 

the leaf stump to die back completely? 
You've cut off the "auxin." Auxin is a group of substances which promote plant growth by 

elongation. It also brings about root formation, causes bud inhibition, and other effects. Scientists 
have recently found ways to speed up plant growth, astonishingly. They have discovered auxins. The 
word means "helpers" or "promoters." They are members of the hormone family. Auxins are produced 
at the very tips of growing leaves or buds. They ooze back short distances to growing cells of leaves 
or stems and stimulate these cells to grow longer. 

Botanists have stopped growth on some plants by cutting the tips off and then started the growth 
back by rubbing juice from the tips into the cut ends. There are commercial, artificial auxins on the 
market - Auxilin and Hormodin A. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Mr. & Mrs. W. R. Bauman of Llano, in the loss of Mr. 
Bauman's father. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
IN MEMORY OF MRS. LULA HOCKENSMITH 

(Mother of Mrs. E. E. LaGasse) 
 

Her many friends are saddened by the passing of Mrs. Lula H. Hockensmith, Lake Jackson, on 
April 6, 1976. She would have celebrated her 97th. birthday April 25th. 

Celebration describes her way of life, for she enjoyed life - her family, friends, and hobbies. Her 
family and friends are too numerous to count. Among her many hobbies were traveling, sewing, 
cooking, gardening, reading, and dominoes. 

W. D. and I consider her friendship a real blessing. She had just made our granddaughter an 
apron. I'm thankful that she met her, for there are few people who reach her age with such dignity and 
love for living. Emily Everett 
 

 



FROM THE MAIL 
 

Mrs. Inez Coffman (Gulf Coast Hemerocallis Society of Southeast Texas President) and Mr. E. A. 
Young were married March 12 in Westminster Presbyterian Church in Beaumont. Thelma Mimms and 
Claudia Fullen were in attendance. Mr. Young is known for his WAGON TRAIN, golden yellow; and 
PAT BISHOP (Bishop-Young), rich melon with pink shadings and dark green throat. 
 Thelma Mimms 

 
Mr. John Buettner's article, "Don't Be In Such A Hurry," was most instructive. I too can hardly wait 

to get started digging when the first cool spell hits - usually it turns hot again. 
 Cora Offer 
 

The first Newsletter had a lot of information I am trying on my daylilies. I am going to try some of 
the treatments to influence the different colors. (Naomi Carwile's article, "Soil And Its Activity"). I have 
already put some rusty nails around a purple one. 
 Faye Pate 
 

Sometime about the first of February, I received a letter which stirred some excitement. It was 
from a Mr. Peter Upitis of Latvia, USSR. Upon opening, the letter revealed two things - a message 
and a packet of seed. His message reads: 
 

Dear Mr. Hughes, 5. XII. 1975 
I am forwarding to you in this letter, some lily seeds and request you to kindly forward me, in first 

potentiality, some seeds of your favorite Hemerocallis variety. 
Yours for good International relations. 
Sincerely, 
(Signed) Peter Upitis, 229400 - Dobele 
 P.O. Box 11 
 Latvia, USSR 

 
The packet contained lily seeds labeled Hypogeal: Lilium monadgiphum. I planted the seeds but 

as yet they have not germinated. I selected for him a mixture of some of what I consider my best 
crosses both diploid and tetraploid, labeled them separately, and invested 93¢ in postage toward 
"good International relations." 
 Tom J. Hughes 
 

Several of our members have received similar requests and many have responded generously. 
Wouldn't it be wonderful if historians were to record that it was the daylily that won the Cold War? 
 Betty L. Davis 
 

I had a nice surprise yesterday (3-22) finding a big scape on BITSY (Warner), yellow miniature. I 
can hardly wait for the daylily season. The plants have never looked so lush and green. 
 Pyrtle Garrison 
 

I note that the earliest bloomers always seem to be the old varieties. I seem to have quite a bit of 
yellowing on some plants, but Copperas usually greens them up. 
 Martha R. Montgomery 

 
Mrs. Montgomery also enclosed a clipping from The  San Antonio Light - a good picture of herself 

and Mrs. G. D. Whitfield (president of The San Antonio Hemerocallis Society) followed by a splendid 
promotional article -excellent. 
 Betty L. Davis 

 

 



Fertilome Spider Mite Spray for aphids, red spider mites, and thrips is a systemic, but we use just 
2 Tbsp. to the gallon instead of the recommended 4 Tbsp. to the gallon of water. Apply at intervals of 
6 weeks or more. Beginning early, one or two sprayings will suffice. 
 Glenna Belie Osborn 
 

I had a 14" scape, first bloom, on a 4 ½" brown and orange seedling with raised midrib of light 
yellow and tangerine throat that opened March 5th, and another seedling bloomed on March 19th. 
Both of these seedling blooms remained open two days without loss of color so what do I have? Now, 
I have a seedling of BITSY (Warner) with a 9" red scape with blackish red buds which has me 
teeming with excitement. 
 Edith Buckner 
 

The daylily being one of the first, if not the first, ornamental perennial brought to this country from 
Europe lends itself well to the Bicentennial theme and should be used to its fullest advantage. 
 Clarence Lantis, AHS Publicity Director 
 

In the Hybridizers Division, of the 1975 Houston Amaryllis Society Show, First Preliminary Award - 
Dutch Seedling was given to Mrs. A. L. Hammond of Angleton. Second Preliminary Award - Dutch xx 
American Seedling was exhibited by Mrs. Enoch Johnstone of Houston. Region 6 is proud of both of 
you. W. Quinn Buck has "The 1974 and 1975 Daylily Report" in Plant Life, Amaryllis Yearbook, 1976. 
 Betty L. Davis 
 

As hosts on May 21-22, 1976, for the AHS Region 6 Meeting, the Austin Hemerocallis Society 
plans to give a daylily hybridized by a Region 6 hybridizer to each person in attendance. Ury and Elna 
Winniford of Dallas have provided us with some 60 plants of their newly registered JIM BOWIE, 
medium yellow; MIRABEAU LAMAR, rose red blend; MOSES AUSTIN, yellow flushed pink; SAM 
HOUSTON, rose pink; STEPHEN AUSTIN, light yellow; WATERLOO, near white; and WILLIAM 
TRAVIS, rose red. blend. Region 6 is indeed fortunate in having the Winnifords. THANK YOU for your 
generosity and friendship. 
 Betty L. Davis 
 

A FEW THOUGHT FROM ROBIN LETTERS 
 

One of the most delightful features of our Newsletter is the Robin Section. I always feel that I am 
listening to the grand folks who write about their daylilies and the different phases of growing them 
and enjoying the blooms. Once can really relate to the Robins "Chirpings." 
 Gertrude Lanham 
  

My first bloom was February 29th. It was a HOJO (Johnson, H. O.), seedling miniature cross of 
MATTIE MAE BERRY x SWEET THING. It was a warm yellow with good bud count, branching, and 
substance to stand the heat and humidity of the Gulf Coast. Our plants are in good condition and the 
snails think so. We might discontinue Pine needles for mulching. We sprayed with Malathion for 
aphids. 
 Berta Johnson 
 

I like MARIE BABIN (MacMillan), dandelion with reddish purple eye. It is one of my best bloomers. 
I bought another plant to set off my TOVARICH (Munson, R.), dark red. They made very good 
companions. 
 Pearl Howard 

 
LITTLE GRAPETTE (Williamson), grape is really a doll. I have nice clumps of LITTLE CANARY 

(Reinhardt), canary self; and LITTLE ROBIN (Reinhardt), orange red; plus a few more with bird 
names. I am looking forward to seeing MARY REED (Clumm, J.), purple bitone bloom this year. 
 Lula Mae Purnell 

 



 
A friend purchased SILOAM PURPLE PLUM (Henry, R.), a small flowered red purple and we plan 

to cross it with Williamson's LITTLE GRAPETTE. I bought a seedling of J. L. Cruse's 002-72 to 
hybridize with. It is a rose-red with a big green throat, wide overlapping segments and completely 
recurved in the "biscuit" form. VIRGINIA MILLER (Miller, R.), chimera, is one of the loveliest near 
whites I've seen. MARY REED (Clumm, J.), is a lavender miniiature with a green throat. It's a beauty. 
 Rodger Croker 
 

HOJO HEM GARDEN 
 

1976 Introductions 
 

JAN ELIZABETH SCOTT 26" EE Ext Re Ev 5 ½" light rose with cream midribs and edges and 
green throat. Three way branching (HOJO Seedling x ANGELA 
WOOD) 

MAUDIE SUGGS JOHNSON 18" EM Ext Re Ev 6" rosy tangerine self with lime green throat. Three 
way branching (CHARLES STANDARD x MARTIN STANDARD) 

MINNIE YANCY COCKRUM 20" EM Re Ev 4 ½" (recurved from 6 ½") near white self with green 
throat. Ample branching and excellent bud count. (JOHN EDGAR 
HOOVER x WHITE WINGS) 

JACK O'HARA 22 EM Re Ev 2" extremely recurved pale yellow self with green throat. 
Candelabra branching (BITSY x Seedling) x (BITSY x Seedling) 

SWEET BABY 16" EE Ext Re Ev 2 ¼" yellow with a dark purple eyezone and deep 
green throat. All segments ruffled and four way branching. (MATTIE 
MAE BERRY x SWEET THING) 

 
$15.00 each - Fall Delivery 

 
The H. O. Johnsons 
P.O. Box 359 
League City, Texas 77573 

  
 

SOCIETY REPORTS 
 

On Saturday night, April 3, 1976, the Gulf Coast Hemerocallis Society of Southeast Texas, had 
our first meeting. This was a covered dish dinner with members bringing their favorite dish. After 
dinner, President Inez Coffman Young held a short business meeting. Albert Faggard explained 
about the Flower Show we are having at Parkdale Mall in Beaumont on May 29th for display only. We 
will also have a plant sale. Everyone is looking forward to our annual garden tours of fellow members 
and growers each Thursday in May and the first week in June, also our bus trip to Louisiana gardens. 

Slides of J. L. Cruse, Jr.'s new registrations and numbered seedlings were shown by Cora Hund 
and Albert Faggard. Katherine McDaniel told news of interest in the Daylily world. The meeting 
adjourned with our enthusiasm running high and ready for a bang-up 1976 season. 
 Mable Nelson 

 
We are starting the season in June with a Patio Party at the home of our President, Frona 

Carpenter. We (Big Country Hemerocallis Society) will have some good Hems as door prizes, plenty 
to eat, and with luck, blooms on new daylilies planted last Fall. Our members will report on the Texas 
Bus Trip, Raleigh Convention, and on gardens visited.  
 Frona Carpenter 
 

 



APRIL SHOWERS BRING ON DAYLILIES 
Cora Offer 

 
I know that every member of our San Antonio Hemerocallis Society is thankful these days 

because God saw fit to send us showers from Heaven to quench the drought in time for our daylilies 
to send up their scapes and start to bloom in all their glory again. 

BITSY (Warner) was the first to appear on the scene for us on March 30. Today, April 4, BITSY 
had two blooms opened. One of Rodger Croker's seedlings BR-13, had. a bloom. It is a miniature 
with good form, texture, and branching. It is an amber yellow with brown brushing, that multiplies well. 
Scapes are popping up everywhere. Companion plants such as Amaryllis, Dutch Iris, Bearded Iris, 
Spuria Iris, Ranuculus, and many others all show they enjoyed the showers. 

At the March meeting of The San Antonio Hemerocallis Society, we had a slide show of some of 
the new daylilies - and were they beauties. The slides came from the American Hemerocallis Society 
Slide Library. I must say they were excellent. One of these days, I hope to have more of the daylilies 
in our garden. This is a wonderful way to see what is being done in the way of hybridizing - using 
slides. 

 
The Hemerocallis Growers of Dallas are proud and happy to have some new members: Mr. & 

Mrs. Harold C. Bryson, Mrs. C. R. Butterfield, Mr. & Mrs. E. C. Enlow, Mrs. Carl W. Greenwood, Mrs. 
Al Hammel, and Mrs. Cecil C. Perry. 
 

The Big Dee Unit and the Fluorescent Unit of The Hemerocallis Growers of Dallas, are fortunate 
to have many members to give the programs for the units, or to participate in panel discussions. Mr. & 
Mrs. H. C. Bryson will rive a program on Hanging Baskets. Mrs. F. B. Rick gave a highly interesting 
talk on Ferns to both units. Ury Winniford gives talks on tetraploids and discusses methods of 
planting. All the members enjoy panel discussions about daylilies in general, their problems, and 
various solutions. The staff of the Dallas Parks Department have appeared numerous times to talk to 
the groups about problems of interest pertaining to the City of Dallas. The Audubon Society is always 
glad to bring their slides and talk birds. These are just some ideas presented in hope other clubs will 
use some of the ideas for their programs. 
 Gertrude Lanham 
  

April Fool it wasn't, only on the calendar - Fluorescent Unit of Hemerocallis Growers of Dallas 
enjoyed an excellent program on "Hanging Baskets" given by our own members, Harold and Ruth 
Bryson. They brought several of their own planted baskets. Ruth showed her own special way she 
wraps the top row of each wire basket with a strip of burlap to help hold the sphagnum moss and also 
to retain moisture. Some of their ideas came from tours of Austria and India. To close they chose 
slides of "Hanging Baskets" from their travels in the United States and numerous parts of the world. 

The gift plant. drawings have been most successful with six or more plants given away each 
month. Hemerocallis Growers of Dallas have voted to join the new Dallas Arboretum and Botanical 
Society. 
 Marietta Mosse 
 

At the meeting of The Hemerocallis Society of Dallas March 21st, we had a very interesting 
program. Ida Mae McMillan presented a paper on "The Qualifications Of A Good Daylily," written by 
the late Martin McMillan. In it he gave several pointers: 

1. Don't buy a daylily from a catalog picture. See what it looks like and get information on its 
characteristics and general performance. It is better if you can see it grown in your own 
Region. 

2. Prices are supposed to be dependent on the newness of the daylily and the supply and 
demand, but it usually pays to shop around. 

3. Commercial growers fertilize so heavily that it is hard for plants to adapt to another soil 
content. 

 



He then gave the report of Mr. D. R. McKeithan of Oklahoma concerning a set of values for 
judging a good daylily as gathered from questionnaires submitted by 52 people - all very 
knowledgeable daylily growers. These were the most desirable characteristics: 
1. Blooms of good substance and resistance to wind, water, and heat 
2. Scapes strong and graceful 
3. Buds at least 25 and well placed 
4. Blooms - strong and bright colors. Form and type - very individual 
5. Plants - hardy, healthy, well adapted to present landscape 
6. Tendency to rebloom several times during season. Good foliage 
Ida Mae then showed many slides of special daylilies Martin liked and award winners. The last 

group were of Martin's seedlings between 1968-73. It was as though our dear Mr. Mac was with us 
again. 
 Dorothy L. Webber 
 

IT'S AUSTIN MAY 21-22 FOR REGION 6 MEETING 
Bill Ater 

 
Every day there are new scapes appearing in our garden with BITSY (Warner), yellow; DAILY 

BREAD (Hager), orange yellow; LITTLE DART (Ater, L.), pale yellow; and MATTIE MAE BERRY 
(Warner), yellow all having had blooms open. There also have been numerous seedlings to bloom 
from a cross of LITTLE DART x SWEET PEA. Then there is a tetraploid from the cross of a seedling 
involving ARRIBA x KING’S CLOAK which will be open soon. These extra early bloomers are great to 
extend the season, but they surely do make one a bit jittery when you realize that your garden will be 
on the Region 6 Tour. These scapes will already be bloomed out - but there have to be new scapes 
to take their place. 

Our request for plants to be given away was met with fantastic response from Region 6 
hybridizers. It looks as if everyone in attendance will be taking at least one plant home to add to their 
Hemerocallis collection. We also have several plants contributed for the bus tour. We will be giving 
daylilies named for Gypsies, Places, Relatives, Texas Heroes, and Things, but most importantly they 
will be given to you. 

Our thanks to the following contributors for plants so far: Bill Ater, Lynne Ater, Z. G. Benson, 
Edgar and Betty Brown, Jimmie and Rodger Croker, J. L. Cruse, Jr., Jesse Gates, Tom Hughes, Mr. 
& Mrs. H. O. Johnson, Zel Kilpatrick, Gertrude Lanham, Edna Lankart, Leota Largent, Joyce Lewis, 
Cora Offer, Mrs. Tom Rhame, Carl Sauer, Mildred Schlumpf, Inez Tarrant, Nedra West, and Ury and 
Elna Winniford. 

All of the tour gardens are beginning to come into their natural beauty which will make the setting 
for the daylilies that will be in bloom on May 21-22. "You all come" and we will have a lot of fun just 
being with our "Hem" friends. 

It isn't too late to get your registration ($20.00) in to Calvin G. Reeves, our Registrar, for the 
Region 6 Meeting in Austin May 21-22.  
 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Flower Shows 

 
Brazosport Hemerocallis Society - May 8 

First National Bank 
Lake Jackson, Texas 

 
Happy Times Daylily Society - May 14 

First National Bank 
Pleasanton, Texas 

 
Houston Area Daylily Society & Houston Hemerocallis Society - May 15 

Northline Mall 
Houston, Texas 

 
Region 6 Meeting - May 21-22 

The Austin Hilton 
Austin, Texas 

 
Gulf Coast Hemerocallis Society of Southeast Texas - May 29 

Parkdale Mall 
Beaumont, Texas 

 
Hemerocallis Growers of Dallas - June 6 

Dallas Civic Garden Center, Fair Park 
Dallas, Texas 

 
Region 14 Meeting - June 4, 5 & 6 

Holiday Inn Northeast 
Meridian, Mississippi 
Registration $15.00 to May 20, then $17.00 to: 

Mr. Flossie Shackelford 
2331 40th Street 
Meridian, Mississippi 39301 

 
Region 13 Meeting - June 10, 11, & 12 

DeQueen, Arkansas 
Registration $14.00 to: 

Mrs. Charles Leddy 
Rt. 4, Box 612A 
Mena, Arkansas 71953 

 
American Hemerocallis Society Convention - June 17, 18, & 19 

Royal Villa 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

 
Region 11 Meeting - July 2, 3, & 4 

$12.00 registration to: 
Mrs. Virginia Etheridge 
404 Thilly 
Columbia, Missouri 65201 

  
Region Two Meeting - July 9, 10, & 11 

Holiday Inn South 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46203 

$12.00 registration to: 
Mrs. Marjorie Roberts 
5809 Rahka Road 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46217 

 



NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
  
ABILENE AREA 
Mrs. D. Gaines Short 
 
AUSTIN AREA 
Mrs. Gertrude H. Smith 
 
BIG COUNTRY AREA 
Mrs. Clyde Daniel 
Mrs. Shy Osborn 
 
BROWNWOOD AREA 
Mrs. Charlie Garrison 
 
CENTER AREA 
Faye Pate 
 
CENTRAL TEXAS AREA 
Miss Edna Lankart 
 
DALLAS AREA 
Mrs. L. Mabry Adams 
Mrs. M. F. Berry 
Mr. & Mrs. R. C. Blevins 
Jack Bradley 
Miss Margaret E. Johnston 
Mrs. Martin McMillan 
Mr. & Mrs. C. Neal Meagher 
Mrs. Clara Murdoch 
Mrs. W. D. Owen 
Mrs. Cecil C. Perry 
Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell 
Mrs. W. M. Ransome 
Mrs. F. B. Riek 

Mrs. W. K. Russell 
E. N. Sperry 
Mrs. Arthur L. Trott 
 
GULF COAST AREA 
Mrs. Jay K. Alexander 
Mrs. H. O. Coe 
Mr. J. L. Cruse, Jr. 
Mrs. R. F. Eddlemon 
Mrs. Thelma Mimms 
M. S. Murchison 
Mrs. K. W. Schulze 
Mrs. Maggie Sheffield 
 
HALLETTSVILLE AREA 
Mrs. Edith Spangler 
 
HOUSTON AREA 
Mrs. W. W. Birch 
Mrs. Alice Louise Bishop 
Mrs. Sharon Bray 
Mrs. J. R, Crandall 
Mrs. K. L. Croft 
Mrs. Jim Dezendorf 
Mrs. Clarice A. Foster 
Mrs. H. W. Hewitt 
Mr. & Mrs. H. O. Johnson 
Mrs. C. E. Johnstone, Sr. 
Mrs. Enoch Johnstone 
Mrs. A. R. Kroulik 
R. H. Lee 
Mrs. F. E. Lozo, Jr. 
Mrs. J. L. McMillan 

Mrs. Jack O'Hara 
Mrs. C. R. Owens 
Mrs. L. A. Rasch 
Carl Sauer 
Mrs. R. W. Schlumpf 
Mrs. Oliver Senior 
Mrs. Myrtle Testa 
Mrs. Russell Turner 
Mrs. A. B. Walkinshaw 
Mrs. Ben Wheeler 
Mr. & Mrs. K. G. Wheeler 
Mrs. E. W. Wood 
 
MEMPHIS AREA 
Mrs. Kedron Stephens 
 
MIDLAND AREA 
Helene Miley 
 
SAN ANTONIO AREA 
Mrs. W. C. Byrd 
Mrs. I. R. Mercer 
Mrs. Sam C. Montgomery 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Offer 
 
SHELBYVILLE AREA 
Mrs. A. W, Bell 
 
WHARTON AREA 
Mrs. Marie B. Stallings 
 
OUT OF STATE 
Mrs. Ray Larrick - Ohio 

 
Your generous support is greatly appreciated. Betty 

  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

REGION 6 SUSTENANCE FUND 
 

Miss Betty L. Davis, RVP Region 6 AHS 
Route 1, Box 377 
Sweeny, Texas 77480 
 
I will be happy to support the Newsletter and the other activities of Region 6. 
 
My Contribution   
 
Signed   
 
Address   City   Zip Code   
 
Are you an AHS member?   Name of your local Society   

 


