
 
AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY 

NEWSLETTER - REGION 6 (Texas - New Mexico) 
January - February - March, 1973 

 
Roger N. Croker, Regional. Vice-President , Editor 

 
Secretary 

Miss Betty L. Davis 
P.O. Box 98 
Sweeny, Texas 77480 
 

Regional Publicity Director 
Mrs. Stanley E. Hyer 
P.O. Box 98 
Sweeny, Texas 77480 

Treasurer 
W. Ross Bauman 
201 East Granite 
Llano, Texas 78643 

 
Robin Director 

Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell 
292 Maple Springs 
Dallas, Texas 75235 

 

 
Youth Director 

Mrs. E. E. LaGasse 
60 Hibiscus Court 
Lake Jackson, Texas 77566 

 
 

'72 IN REVIEW 
 

An anonymous quote, "God gives us memory, so we can have Roses in December," is most fitting as we 
reflect back over the past year. Old GOLD DUST and BITSY opened the Hem season around April 1. Activities 
began with a visit to Pleasanton where I attended a Tea given by the Happy Time Society, honoring the Austin 
and San Antonio Societies. 

May brought a trip to Lake Jackson where we were the honored guests of the Brazosport Society's terrific 
picnic. Being overnight guests of the Stanley Hyer’s gave us another opportunity to become even closer friends 
with our Publicity Director (who's done a tremendous job of notifying each local Society prior to each 
Newsletter publication) and her family. The next day Jim Scruggs took his entire day to show us the gardens 
that would be on tour for the 1973 Regional. In addition, we saw the gardens of the John Buettners, Wilma 
LaGasse, Naomi Carwile, Mrs. T. A. Walker, J. E. Rupe, and the A. T. Manns. 

June brought an opportunity to visit the Brownwood gardens at home, those of Edith Dewbre, Pyrtle 
Garrison, Edythe Burroughs, and Mae Collie. Also, there was a visit to Dallas where I spoke to the Fluorescent 
Unit and we were overnight guests of Gertrude Lanham. Avilda Roquemore and Lucille Warner spent their day 
showing us the Winniford garden, the gardens of Robert Miller, Bertie Ferris, Bon Robertson, Loree Meagher, 
and their own gardens, as well. 

A tour of the Hughes Garden and we were on our way to Austin for an outstanding Regional Meeting - 
made so by the Arrangers Clinic directed by Lou Bell Harris and assisted by Ida McMillan and Marge Russell 
and by the excellent gardens on tour. 

Mrs. Guy D. Gates won the Annie T. Giles Award for her 71-14 and Joanna Lewis was awarded the 
Malcolm Collie Hemmie Award for her VONETTE BRIGHT. 

June was also an opportunity to visit the Abilene area and see the gardens of fellow Robins, Christine 
Short, Thresa Holmes, and the Shy Osborns. 

July was the occasion to be the dinner guests of the Harold Kilpatricks and afterwards to address the 
Austin Society. 

July also saw us on that memorable Texas Bus Trip so capably planned by Lula Mae Purnell, assisted by 
Dora Klenk and her family. What a grand trip it was even if we hit the Chicago area too early to see many 
Hems. At Indianapolis we saw tremendous gardens and our spirits were only slightly dampened by the "over-
spirited" Legionnaires, whose Convention was meeting at the same time at the Indianapolis Hilton. 

Ten days passed all too quickly and our Bus Family was dispersed at Dallas, each one returning home, 
with memories we'd never forget - the Marshes' lovely garden, Mrs. Rudolph's Faberge collection, DeVaughn 
Hodge's wonderful breakfast treats and his many double seedlings, and the meeting of that wonderful Walter 
Jablonski whom we wanted to bring back to Texas with us. 

August saw us in Pleasanton again where we enjoyed giving their program and taking advantage of their 
wonderful hospitality. 

 



San Antonio was our September destination where we addressed their Society in the lovely home of the 
Paul J. Offers. Renewing old friendships there was indeed a treat, as well as making new friends. 

November concluded the year's activities as we attended Waco's Central Texas Hemerocallis Society, 
where, under the direction of Yvonne Cowell, they were celebrating their fourteenth anniversary. Afterwards, 
Mr. Coppin was kind enough to show me their planting at the V. A. Hospital and show me his garden layout 
and those of the Q. Perry Potts and Mrs. F. A. Waldrop. 

Robin friend Lois Blacklock met me there and loaded me down with plants and shrubs for our new garden. 
What treasures! 

And four Newsletters were behind us and a new year facing us. That reminds me that I have a couple of 
complaints that I'm in hopes we can improve upon for 1973. 

In 1972 we had only 88 members out of nearly 600 in Region 6 who voted in our Popularity Poll. Every 
member should take time to fill in the ballot which appears in the second quarter Journal.. About 50 of these 88 
were Awards and Honors Judges who had to vote to qualify, so only about 30 other members voted. You do 
not have to be a judge to vote, nor do you have to grow the latest and most expensive. Approximately half of 
those on the most recent poll can be purchased for $2.00 or lees. So let's put Texas on top where she should 
be and vote in the 1973 Popularity Poll. 

Attention Awards and Honors Judges! Region 6 in 1972 had 54 qualified judges. Twelve of these (only 
three were excused for illness, etc.) did not vote at all, which gives us a percentage of 78%. And that puts us 
next to the bottom of the Regions. Can't we do better than that? 

May the year continue for you even better than it has started, and remember, "START THE SEASON 
WITH BRAZOSPORT." 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
  
 
  
 

REPORTS OF DISPLAY GARDENS IN TEXAS 
 

Lula Mae Purnell, Dallas 
 

I am sure you would like to have your daylily plantings reported, but it is hard for me to do so unless I hear 
from you. Please, even though you have at one time reported on your displays, I must hear again if I am to 
send in a good report. In other words, do you still maintain the planting, or have you made a new one? Do 
send in your report as soon as you can. 
  

 
START THE SEASON IN BRAZOSPORT 

 
John P. Buettner 

 
We are including in this issue of the Newsletter a sort of running description of the six gardens that will be 

on tour this May during the Region 6 Meeting in Brazosport. We think there is quite a variety in these gardens, 
from all-seedling plantings to beautifully landscaped layouts - something for everyone - and we hope that 
reading about them here will whet your appetite enough for you to promptly fill out the registration form, which 
is located elsewhere in this Newsletter, and let us know you are planning on coming. By the time you read this, 
the Meeting date will be scarcely more than three months away, so it's not too early. 
The Keener Garden 

Clarence and Gladys have one of the most rapidly developing gardens in our Society. They live on two lots 
in the city of Angleton and the increase of garden area and decrease of grass space in the past couple of years 
has been spectacular. A small triangular bed devoted mostly to miniatures occupies the space directly in front 
of the house. The guest bed starts directly to the left of the doorway and proceeds around and along the East 
side of the house. There will be plants from Texas hybridizers like Mr. Winniford, Carl Sauer, Anel Unger, 
Edgar Brown, and Jean Wheeler, carefully tended since their receipt. 

A large, long bed of established plants grows along the entire East side of the yard. Clumps are large, but 

 



well spaced out. And the backyard is almost entirely given over to the massive seedling production Gladys has 
gotten involved in recently. A couple of large Pecan trees lend shade to the seedling area and a line of citrus 
trees border the West side. Most of Gladys' seedlings originate from parents like WINNING WAYS, EDGAR 
BROWN, and CLYDE HYDE and show the wide petals so popular these days. 

Gladys will particularly want you to notice K-59469, a cream and fuchsia blend with a bright green throat, a 
most striking flower. Also K-57369, a beautifully ruffled gold with a muted green throat and K-58069, a very 
open bluish-purple with a striking green throat. So be on the lookout for these and many, many others. 
The Jean Rambo Garden 

Elegance is the word most knowledgeable persons use to describe gardens like the Rambo's. So, even 
though I'm not knowledgeable, I'll use it, too. It is laid out and arranged the way most of us would arrange our 
yards, if we knew how and it suited our purpose. Pecan trees of all sizes highlight the various beds and the 
creek that runs along the back of the lot provides a setting that really encourages relaxation and Hem viewing. 
Jean has gotten her start in the daylily world by obtaining a large number of varieties, named and seedlings, 
from Raymond Early and these form the backbone of the Hem portion of the garden. They are supplemented 
by guest plants from Martin McMillan and several of the local Brazosport members who hybridize actively. The 
curved beds are bordered very cleanly and a versatile and colorful selection of companion plants are 
everywhere. Some of the very best ideas you leave Brazosport with for incorporating into your own yard will 
come from your visit to Jean Rambo's. 
The Smith Garden 

We mentioned last Newsletter that the Smith's garden could best be described as a hybridizer's paradise, 
and that you will find it to be. If you expect to see a world of named varieties here, you are going to be 
disappointed, for except for their own introductions, there are precious few. But lots of beautiful seedlings you 
will see; ones you will remember for a long time to come. 

The beds are ideally arranged for viewing, being elevated and with concrete borders surrounding most of 
them. Also, they are narrow, one or two plant widths at the most, so nothing will be missed if you just take the 
time. Si gets such rapid multiplication on these plants that you will see clumps of even the newer seedlings, 
and thus their chances of blooming on Meeting day are excellent. 

Si started hybridizing many years ago, beginning with oldies like DROPS OF GOLD and LAMARQUE, and 
progressing through varieties like SATIN GLASS, HUSH NOW, CLARENCE SIMON, and MARY MERRITT to 
the present crop, which covers the spectrum of color and size of the modern daylily. Si's specialty has always 
been branching, 35-40 buds per scape being the rule rather than the exception. 

The Smith's have introduced relatively few daylilies, but this year there are four, all excellent and worth a 
good look from everyone. There is SUSAN KELLY, a deep old rose with a bright green throat; SEA JADE, a 
clean chartreuse with glistening texture; MARY LOU SMITH, a 6" bright coral blend with green throat; and 
finally, SI SMITH, a very wide-petaled buttercup yellow with a slight pink infusion. Others still under number 
that also illustrate the progress of the Smith hybridizing program are #72-100, a green, green, green daylily 
with pronounced ribs; #72-61, another light greenish yellow; and #72-26, a spectacular yellow with distinctive 
maroon eye. So we assure you that if you can't find what you like in the Smith's garden, you aren't likely to find 
it anywhere. 
The Tarrant Garden 

Another garden that has really progressed and expanded in the past few years has been that of Inez 
Tarrant. Each time I go out there, which isn't nearly often enough, I have to marvel at the new beds that have 
sprung up. Like the Keener's, Inez still has plenty of grass, but not nearly as much as she used to have. 

The daylily beds at the Tarrant's are away from the house, organized along the periphery of the large yard 
for the most part, and allow one to sort of meander around the place and take in everything. Inez does as good 
a job as anyone in the Brazosport area of keeping up with the newer daylilies; she makes the National 
Conventions and the Regional Meetings that she ca, and the best of what she sees comes back with her. You 
can look for Miss Spalding's CALL TO REMEMBRANCE and LAST ACCOMPLISHMENT; MacMillan's HOPE 
DIAMOND, JUMBO RED, CHOSEN ONE, and AMAZING GRACE; Whatley's CHARBONIER; and Maxwell's 
CHOSEN LOVE; among others. 

Guest plants have been provided for Inez by the Winnifords, Mr. Benson, Mrs. Harrison, and Mr. J. E. Rupe 
and Mr. A. T. Mann of the local Society. She is also quite a collector of miniatures and there will be a border of 
these on display. Her own hybridizing is getting off to a fast start and good results have come from RENEE, 
WHITE FORMAL, MARY MAE SIMON, and WINNING WAYS. 

This is one of those gardens where there is something in bloom practically all the time, with plantings of 
Amaryllis and Hibiscus quite predominant. But Hems are the ruler of the roost and that is what you will see 

 



plenty of at the Tarrant's. 
The Hyer-Davis Garden 

The toughest part about a trip to see the garden of Stan and Jessie Hyer and Betty Davis is simply finding 
the place. “Out in the boondocks” is the expression I believe is commonly used. But once there, the trip is 
definitely worthwhile. A three-acre plot with narrow beds of daylilies scattered all over the place, plus what has 
to be the biggest pond I've ever seen. It's hard to believe the Hyers could ever run low on water after seeing 
that thing. 

Jessie and Betty sort of lean toward the miniatures and their garden reflects their preference. BETTY 
DAVIS, a small magenta introduced by Rupe, is an eye-catching small flower. STACY BLAIR, from the same 
hybridizer, is a lavender-pink with a dark purple eye, also small. SUGAR PETITE (McKinney) is a beautifully 
shaped miniature yellow. Guest plants are being grown from H. O. Johnson, Tom Hughes, and Martin 
McMillan, among others. 

Stan's hybridizing has swung toward tetraploids and his first introduction, FULCRUM, a low-growing, bright 
orange, came out last year. H68-1, a peach-colored miniature, and H67-7, a small, brilliant ruby red, are others 
worth watching for. You'll walk your legs off at the Hyer's, but it'll be worth it. 
The Early Garden 

Those of you who attended the Regional here several years ago will remember with pleasure the 
comfortable and complete garden of Raymond and Flo Early in Wharton. Well, you'll see the improved version 
of it in 1973. The picket slats that provided the shaded area for comfortable plant viewing (plastic if it rains) 
have been expanded; the huge Oak tree shading most of the backyard where we rested after a long day on the 
buses and the gracious hospitality of the Early' s. 

Raymond has kept up with the latest introductions and there you will see probably one of the best 
collections of the newer MacMillan daylilies, including UNFOLDING DESIGN, SHADRACH, CHARLES 
BUCKMAN, SARA DANIEL, CHRISOM WHITE, and SUSAN WILCOX. He has also invested in some of the 
newer introductions from Dr. John Lambert to evaluate their performance in our section of the country. Dr. 
Lambert is known nationwide for the color breaks in his flowers. You will see FOLKLORICO, WILLARD 
GARDNER, NANCY LAMBERT, and others blooming here. 

Raymond's hybridizing program has shifted into high gear over the last three or four years and thousands 
of seedlings are there for viewing. Several worth looking for (names will be requested but are not yet official) 
are ETERNAL LOVE, a brilliant purple, wide-petaled with marvelous branching; BRIGHT SHIELD, a deep, 
deep orange; SEA OF STARS, a soft yellow recurved flower; and BRAVE VIKING, a poppy red that is an eye-
catcher. 
 
 

COPIED FROM THE REGION 13 NEWSLETTER 
 

New Year's Resolutions 
 

Clarence J. Crochet 
 
1. Promote and sell the daylily idea through personal effort. If we don't do it, no one will. 
2. Help our Regional and National officers by asking to perform important tasks, such as writing articles for 

the Journal or for the Newsletter. Other responsibilities are donating plants, or the giving of our free time to 
promote our favorite flower. 

3. Good organizations cost money. We should make all the effort possible to pay our dues, whether they are 
local, Regional, or National. Let us not wait to be asked. The benefits are a real bargain. 

4. Make every attempt to attend Regional Meetings and to visit more gardens throughout the blooming 
season. 

5. We should save our money and ATTEND THE NATIONALS. 
6. We must give a helping hand to a daylily friend who is in need. We must not brag about it. 
7. Give more than we take when we trade daylilies. We must learn to give a few away to help someone get a 

"start." 
8. Encourage the young to join our ranks - they are important. 
9. We must congratulate people who have worked hard to produce a beautiful daylily or a beautiful daylily 

garden. 
10. Write to our National Officers to congratulate them for a job well done. An example: How many of us have 

 



written people like the President of the Society to give him the assurance that we are behind him in his 
effort to keep all of this together? A card will do. How many of us have written the Journal Editor 
concerning the superior publications we are receiving? All it takes is a card and five minutes. They will 
appreciate it more than we know. 

11. We must make every effort to vote the Popularity Poll. If we don't vote, the Poll will not reflect what is 
popular, but only what a few are able to evaluate or promote. 

12. Controversy is a healthy condition in our Society if it produces positive results. We must remember that 
there are good things to be said about all kinds of daylilies: diploids, tetraploids, doubles, and miniatures. 
The same goes for the people who promote them. 

 
 
1972 daylily seedlings from extra selected parents. Check the December 
Newsletter for description and price. 
 

J. L. Cruse, Jr. 
Rt. 1, Box 69 
Woodville, Texas 75979 

 
 
 

EXHIBITION JUDGES 
  
Mrs. Fred Acrey 
Mrs. A. M. Aiken, Jr. 
Mr. B. F. Ater 
Mr. E. W. Brown III 
Mrs. Guy H. Carriker 
Mrs. Reid B. Cochran 
Mrs. H. J. Coffman 
Mrs. Bertha Cone 
Mrs. Howard A. Cooke 
Mr. F. D. Coppin 
Mrs. J. B. Covington 
Mr. E. L. Cunningham 
Miss Betty Davis 
Mrs. W. Shelbie Dodd 
Mrs. Royal A. Ferris, Jr. 
Mr. David J. Flesh 
Mrs. E. C. Frazier 
Mrs. Walter Frohreip 
Mr. Wm. P. Gerald 
Mr. & Mrs. F. W. Hall 
Mrs. A. L. Hammond 
Mr. K. H. Henson 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom J. Hughes 
Mrs. Stanley E. Hyer 
Mrs. H. O. Johnson 
Mrs. E. C. Keener 
Mrs. Albert Kimball 
Miss Elizabeth Krebs 
Mrs. E. E. LaGasse 
Miss Edna Lankart 

Mrs. Truman Largent 
Miss Joanna Lewis 
Mr. & Mrs. Joyce Lewis 
Mr. A. T. Mann 
Mrs. Melinda W. McConnell 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin McMillan 
Mrs. Sam C. Montgomery 
Mrs. L. A. Nelson 
Mrs. Ernest Ochs 
Mrs. Paul J. Offer 
Mrs. C. R. Owens 
Mrs. W. D. Owen 
Mrs. Robert H. Parkinson 
Miss Lillian Peek 
Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell 
Mrs. Roy C. Roper 
Mrs. Wm, K. Russell 
Mr. Carl W. Sauer 
Mrs. Robert W. Schlumpf 
Mrs. James L. Slaughter 
Mrs. Claud C. Smith 
Mrs. Wynnaline Stinson 
Mrs. A. M. Tallman 
Mrs. F. G. Tarrant 
Mrs. Jay E. Warner 
Mrs. Theodore F. Weber 
Mrs. Frank West 
Mrs. Ben F. Wheeler 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth G. Wheeler 
Mrs. W. G. Williamson 
Mr. & Mrs. U. G. Winniford 

 
 
 

 



 
REGIONAL MEETING NOTICE 

 
John P. Buettner 

 
Don't forget that the headquarters for the Brazosport Regional will be the 

 
Holiday Inn of Brazosport 
Hwy. 332 at Garland Drive 
Lake Jackson, Texas 77566 

 
Write them directly for your reservations; be sure to mention your reason for coming, as they have reserved 

the entire motel for us. 
And don't forget that the weekend of the Regional is a three-day Memorial Holiday weekend. So plan to 

stick around awhile and spend Sunday (Monday, too) seeing all the sights in our area. We are sure looking 
forward to having you. 
 
 

REGION SIX HYBRIDIZERS WIN SIX JUNIOR CITATIONS 
 

Six hybridizers of our Region are to be commended in that their hybridizing efforts won them a Junior 
Citation in 1972. The Junior Citation is awarded to focus attention on promising unintroduced cultivars. 

Edgar W. Brown, III, of Orang, received his J. C. on FRANK BROWN (Brown 47-70), which is a color blend 
of rose, raspberry, and purple together. The blooms are large, recurved, and very showy. Heavy substance 
causes it to appear to be a tetraploid. It has grand scapes and repeats. 

Dr. Robert Miller of Dallas received his J. C. for VIRGINIA MILLER, which is derived from crosses involving 
induced ROBERT WAY SCHLUMPF, WHITE FORMAL, and ICE CARNIVAL. As far as I know, this is his first 
to register and he has named it for his mother. It is one of the most spectacular near whites, and one of the 
whitest, which I have seen. The six-inch bloom is ruffled and has a wide form showing off the green throat. A 
well-branched scape and its repeating ability presents to the daylily world an outstanding accomplishment in 
tetraploid hybridizing. 

Receiving his J. C. for KINNAIRD was Dallas' Ury G. Winniford, KINNAIRD is from a cross of PRAIRIE 
CHIEF and YAHA HALO and was grown under number (WG-69-003-D) until early in 1972 when it was 
registered as TEXAS CHIEF. In the Dallas show it won two trophies, Registered Unintroduced and Queen of 
the Show. It is a 6" flower with 2" petals and 1 ¼" sepals of oxblood red with a deep emerald green throat. The 
Hem is well-branched and has a high bud count. It was so well liked by Mrs. William Kinnaird Russell of 
Carrollton that the hybridizer had the name changed to KINNAIRD, to honor her late husband. 

Having already won the 1972 Annie T. Giles Award for the best unintroduced seedling of a hybridizer of the 
Society hosting the Regional Meeting, Mrs. Guy D. Gates of Leander, has also won a J. C. for her 71-14. This 
one is a low growing, wide-petaled, ruffled pink melon. It certainly attracted much attention at the Regional held 
in Austin this past year. 

PI-88-71, a cross of EDGAR BROWN x MASTER TOUCH, is the creation of Mrs. Lucille Williamson of 
Roganville. She calls it a "glorified pink EDGAR BROWN." Its bloom is some larger than EDGAR BROWN and 
is ruffled with a green throat. This one will be registered soon. 

Miss Edna Lankart's L70-103 completes the number of Region 6 J. C.s. Her seedling is 18 inches tall with 
well-branched scapes and is a lavender rose with flat very green throat and large full blooms. 

These people are to be commended for their hard work and efforts in bringing to us their new creations. 
  

 



SLIDE SHOW NOTICE 
 

John P. Buettner 
 
We earnestly solicit slides from the membership for the Friday night Brag Night at the Brazosport Regional 
Meeting. The slide session chairman is: 

Mr. Stan Hyer 
P. O. Box 98 
Sweeny, Texas 77480 

 
All slides should be sent directly to him. We would like to receive them by May 1st in order to properly 

organize the show in advance. All slides will be returned that Friday evening after the show. 
In order to show the daylilies from as many different growers and hybridizers as possible, we would like to 

limit the number of slides from each person to about 8-10. In order to make the show as interesting and 
enjoyable as possible, please send some of your latest slides; they will get the best of care and will bring the 
entire membership up-to-date on your progress. 
 
 

FROM THE REGION 4 NEWSLETTER 
 

Daylilies Can't Tell The Difference 
 

"From the Bulletin of the Horticultural Society of New York we learn that plants cannot tell the difference 
between organic and inorganic fertilizers. The July issue reports that Clark Leedy, Extension Soil Specialist, 
New Mexico State University, advises that nutrients are taken up by the plant in the same form regardless of 
origin. Organic fertilizers such as manure and compost are converted into an inorganic form in the soil before 
being consumed in ion form by the plant. Tests conducted over a period of 75 years have shown no difference 
in the form of fertilizers, provided they are applied in the same quantity or quality and equal amounts of 
nutrients." 
 

Something New 
 

"Your editor has been employing the pre-emergence weed inhibitor DACTHAL for years with good results. 
Now the Masonite Corporation offers a new product giving promise of saving our members many hours of 
precious time spent on hands and knees weeding beds. Their Fibrex Root Insulator/Weeder is a mulching 
material combining the benefits of conserving moisture in the soil and inhibiting weed growth. Pine bark 
nuggets, in sizes varying from ¾" to 1 ¼", impregnated with DACTHAL (which has been approved by the U. S. 
Dept. of Agriculture for compatibility with a broad variety of ornamentals), can be used with safety on your beds 
of daylilies, companion plants, bulbs, shrubs, and trees. The high lignin content of the bark chips enables them 
to eventually break down into humus improving the soils tilth. DACTHAL is biodegradable and leaves no 
residue." 
 
  

 
START THE SEASON IN BRAZOSPORT 

 

 



RAMBLING THOUGHTS 
 

Edna Lankart 
 

My thoughts may really ramble, but maybe they will come across something that will be of interest to you. I 
am just getting over "enjoying poor health" for around ten days, so do not expect too much. The worst part was 
five days of laryngitis - the real frog croaking type and if you know me, you know this is the worst thing that 
could happen to me. 

We had such a wonderful Summer here - never reached a hundred and all this time I am telling Steve (my 
assistant) we are bound to have a lulu of a Winter. Well, didn't all of Texas get some shocking weather the 
early part of January? When the Gulf Coast gets snow - that's news, but there is always a little good along with 
the bad. Betty Brown called and said she is finally able to mark which plants are dormant. 

WINTER MULCH IN TEXAS - There has always been some question of the benefit of mulch in Texas. Yes, 
during the Summer it will conserve moisture BUT if placed around the crowns it may encourage crown rot and 
it will certainly be a happy home for pill bugs and snails. I much prefer a clean bed that I can work up now and 
then and add leaf mold in the soil. If your soil is tight, it would help to add vermiculite to your soil when planting. 
It has no food value but is light and airy and permits air and oxygen down to the roots of your plants. A mulch 
may help during Winter in the colder parts of Texas, especially on Fall plantings. My beds were all covered with 
leaves and pine straw after Christmas but the thought occurred to me that this would be a good home for all 
those pesky Spring insects to Winter over, so Steve raked the beds clean and even removed all dead foliage. 
They looked real neat, but as luck would have it, the cold spell and snow followed soon after. Growing daylilies 
is like being a farmer - you sure can't guess right every time. All in all, I still prefer a clean bed down here as it 
will be easier to loosen the soil and add the early Spring fertilizer and also spray for those pesky aphids and 
thrips that were not burned up with the leaves and pine straw. 

SELECTING DAYLILIES FOR YOUR GARDEN - How do you select your new additions? Do you take the 
word of a friend who recommends them to you? You may not have the same tastes in daylilies. Do you select 
them from the Popularity Poll or Award Winners? These were voted upon by members scattered in all sections 
of the United States. What is a gorgeous daylily in one area may be a "dog" in your garden. When you visit 
gardens in the colder areas you will see beautiful clumps just loaded with blooms. You come back to your own 
garden and ask these same varieties, "Why can't you act like those Northern daylilies?" The truth of the matter 
is they just do not like our hot weather all that much. Do you select your daylilies from color slides you have 
seen? This is better than nothing, but the slides may glamorize the bloom and it gives you no idea as to bud 
count, branching, scape height, and plant growth. It seems we are getting much more beautiful blooms now, 
but do they have the branching, vigor, and health of some even ten or fifteen years old? In my Waco garden, I 
remember huge clumps of JAKE RUSSELL, ROSIE MEYER, and CARTWHEELS that were just loaded with 
blooms even with practically no care and none ever rotted away. I am seriously thinking of using ROSIE 
MEYER to cross with some of the newer wider reds as it has grand branching, blooms early, and repeats, 
increases fast, and has beautiful foliage. An old variety that is still pretty is COSETTE - it always grew like wild 
for me and you couldn't kill it with a sharp shooter. Now don't get me wrong - I love these new "fatter" beauties 
and maybe eventually some of the weaknesses can be bred out. NOW, HOW SHOULD YOU SELECT YOUR 
DAYLILIES?? Get out and visit gardens that have a wide selection in them, save up and attend the Regional 
Meetings and the National Conventions. If you spend a large amount for daylilies each year, it could pay off, as 
you may see many on your wish list that do not appeal to you when seen - BUT you may also see many more 
that are just what you want. 

VERMIN (Noxious, troublesome, or objectionable animals) - I finally ventured out of my immediate 
backyard, which is fenced in with stockade fence, to see how my daylilies were faring in the back half acre. I 
found those pesky rabbits had neatly trimmed back all of my daylilies to about three inches. This seems to 
happen every year, so I wouldn't think it hurts the plants. Last night my dogs started barking so I turned the 
flood lights on in the glassed-in sun room and there was the fattest possum you ever saw that had strayed in 
through the door opening for the dogs. I had no idea they were so tame - I kept trying to chase it out and it just 
strolled around nonchalantly and not in the least scared of me - I could have picked it up any time (heaven 
forbid). I finally blew my cool when it tramped through my seed flats of the most choice seedlings that were 
sitting in the planting area. I armed myself with a broom and with a few well-placed swats it quickly found the 
door and went out. ABOUT MOLES - I have received a catalog that offers what they call "smoke-'em fumes" - 
you light the fuse, drop it into the mole run, and cover the hole - the fumes do the rest. I tell you for sure they 
are going to get a nice order from me. I do believe the seed Mary Lester sent me are working - they are a form 

 



of Euphorbia and when you get a plant up the moles leave that area. The idea is to chase them over in your 
neighbor's yard - if you have one you dislike. I do not know what moles do to your daylily roots but they seem 
to know where your best ones are and that's where they settle in. After a big rain there are sunken traces of 
the run that look like small Grand Canyons. I wonder what they do with the dirt? 

TETRAPLOIDS FOR YOUR GARDEN - I know that many of you who just grow daylilies for their garden 
beauty have not gone for the tetraploids, as yet. You should at least try a few now that many are priced within 
the price range most anyone can afford. Try them - you may like them. Some that are reasonably priced and 
make a good garden clump are. ADELA (Griesbach-Hardy) a low growing glowing melon that blooms for a 
long time. BONNIE BARBARA ALLEN (Peck) a wide petaled recurved rose pink is pretty and blooms well. 
CATHEDRAL BELLS (Childs) while the color does not appeal to me greatly (a pale flesh), it sends up so many 
scapes and blooms for so long that it can't be ignored. Also, if you wish to try your hand at hybridizing, it will 
set loads of seed pods. Another used for hybridizing is FAIR ANNET (Peck) a pale pink. LOYAL SUBJECT 
(Reckamp) has lovely form and is a pastel melon with pink tints. MARY TODD (Fay) is a good medium low 
scape with grand branching and large bright yellow blooms. These are a few that you might like to try. If you 
are unable to locate them, send a self-addressed card and I will let you know where they may be ordered. Oh, 
yes, you might add a stamp to the card. 

I do hope a lot of our Region 6 members are planning to attend the Region 6 Meeting at Lake Jackson as 
these wonderful folks always show you a great time and have lots to show you. It will be years before we have 
a National Convention as near as Shreveport again, so if you have never attended one, or even if you have, do 
yourself a favor and attend this one. It promises to be a great one and I wouldn't miss all the fun for anything. 
While you are so near, do come by and visit my garden on the way to or from the Convention. All are welcome 
and I think you will find it worthwhile to stop by. 

In closing - I will not put out a Spring pricelist. I will probably get one out in time for Fall shipments. 
 
 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 

From Ury Winniford, Dallas: Only three people participated in the sale of tetraploids for the "kitty'' for the 
Florida Bus Trip from Dallas to be running in 1974. Those making purchases were Mrs. Wilma Manley, 
Oklahoma City; Mrs. Thresa Holmes, Clyde; and F. D. Coppin, Waco. A total of $43.00 was raised. (Editor's 
Note: Mr. Winniford offered to donate tetraploids to be used to raise money to the Florida National). 

He also sent this little quip, which humorously stated, "The price of beef has gone so high that Elna and I 
are having to eat only broiled beef tongue and ox tail soup to make ends meet." 

From Mrs. H. G. (Pearl) Howard, Pleasanton: "Our slate of officers elected for 1973 are: 
President............................... Louise Oliver 
Vice-President ...................... Nell Holder 
Secretary .............................. Zel Walters 
Treasurer .............................. Marjorie wonder 
Parliamentarian..................... Ruby Lee Whitfield 
Historian................................ Fannie Miller 
Assistant Secretary............... Mae Freeman 

Our January program on terrariums and dish gardens went over big. It created much interest during this 
bleak, almost gardenless season." 

From Mrs. Truman Largent, Lufkin: "We had a wonderful meeting on January 2. We are making plans to 
attend the Region 6 Meeting and the National Convention at Shreveport. We had a bake sale and country 
store to help raise money for all who can go to the National. 

We exchanged Hems for Christmas at this meeting as well. 
We will add plants this year to our display bed at the Angelina Mall. 
The Program at our first meeting was given by Mrs. Jack Kennedy who spoke on the latest introductions 

and how to make selections for adding new Hems to the garden." 

 



CENTRAL TEXAS HEMMERS MEET 
 

F. D. Coppin, Waco 
 

At its November meeting, the Central Texas Hemerocallis Society observed its fourteenth birthday with an 
interesting program and a buffet luncheon and by honoring the three charter members: namely, Mrs. F. A. 
Waldrop, President 1958-'59, 1965-'66; Miss Edna Lankart, President 1959-'61, 1964-'65; Mrs. W. 
L. Johnson, President 1962-'63. Personalities for the program were Miss Edna Lankart, First Vice-President of 
AHS. Her slide program was "Daylilies for Every Garden." Roger Croker, Vice-President of Region 6, brought a 
very interesting lecture on "Plants of the Bible." 
 
 

NOTICE FROM MRS. LEE PARKER, ARKANSAS 
 

For many years I have mailed Spring descriptive pricelists of daylilies I am offering for sale. In 1973 this will 
not be done because of my inability to obtain garden help, good or bad, and my strength has diminished to the 
point that I am no longer able to do all the work myself, forcing me to cut back in some areas of growing and 
selling daylily plants as I have done for the past years. 

However, I do still have a large stock of plants on hand that may be purchased here at the garden. Those 
of you living within traveling distance might want to come buy plants at the garden at a reduction in price. To 
those of you who will attend the National Convention in Shreveport, I will be home until Thursday morning, at 
which time I will go to Shreveport, returning home Sunday morning and will be glad to have visitors in my 
gardens at that time. 
  
 

A FRAGRANT GARDEN 
 

Naomi Carwile, Sweeny 
 

In our world of daylilies fragrance starts with CITRINA and all of the yellow daylilies that have her bloodline. 
My first daylily was FLORHAM, which I planted profusely for its perfume drifted all around my front door. It 

was a pale yellow, tulip shaped, too tall, and since it was an old one, I soon got rid of it. Now I wish I had kept a 
few for its haunting fragrance. 

Fragrance is the garden's most delightful asset and any garden possesses greater charm if fragrance is 
one of its attributes. Fragrance in plants varies considerably with atmosphere and moisture and is more 
prevalent in warm still air that is slightly moist, as after a Summer shower. 

Flower scents are often lost after cutting and placing in the house. Some flowers are their sweetest in full 
sunshine while the sweetness of others is greatly increased with the coming of dusk. These should be planted 
in masses along paths and beside terraces and porches where they may be enjoyed during the evening hours. 
Scented vines and shrubs should be given vantage positions near the house in order that their perfumes may 
drift through open windows. 

The essential function of fragrance is to attract insects for fertilization. Such flowers as Cape Jasmine, 
Honeysuckle, and Narcissus, which are habitually fertilized by moths and butterflies, are always sweet 
scented. Bees have a keen perception of fragrance, while hummingbirds have no sense of smell so the flowers 
fertilized by them are usually bright colored and odorless. 

The white and pastel flowers have the highest percentage of fragrance. Next are reds, followed by purples, 
and yellows. The fragrance is produced from the petals, and the thicker the petals, such as Tuberose, 
Hyacinths, and Cape Jasmine, the heavier the perfume. Plants that are related have a similarity in odors. 

Fragrance in Roses varies during the different stages of development. The newer hybrids lack the delightful 
scent found in the old-fashioned roses. 

Hybridizers have improved the color, form, and size of our Hemerocallis, but most have failed to retain the 
wonder of fragrance. 

It's time we reverted to olden times and started to raise plants with scents such as Lemon Verbena, 
Lavender, Rosemary, and true Myrtle with our Mint. All of these have leaf fragrance, some aromatic, some 
spicy, and some pungent. Some leaves give out their scent spontaneously either after a shower or under the 
hot sun, such as Opal Basil or Bee Balm and are more permanent than flower odors. 

 



Here is a list of flowers and shrubs that bloom in May and June: 
Sweet Alyssum - border plant in white, pink, and purple; Butterfly Weed and Butterfly Lily; Candytuft in 

white, pink, and lavender; Citrus of all sorts; Mountain Laurel - Who can forget the haunting fragrance and the 
lovely violet blue flowers?; Crinums, Amaryllis, and Calla Lilies; Chinese Forget-Me-Not, low, pale blue; Mock 
Orange, Elderberry, Evening Primrose, and Four O'clocks; Rose Geraniums, Heliotrope; the lilies Easter, 
Estate, Madonna, Spider, and Regal; Magnolia Fuscata, Soulangeana, and Grandiflora; Oleander in all pastel 
colors; Stock with its nostalgic perfume; Sweet Peas, and Pinks or Dianthus; Flowering Tobacco and Vining 
Clematis. 

I dare say that many of you can add to this list but it was written for: 
 
Those who love the fragrance 
That drift across the dew, 
The creeping, gentle coolness 
That rests one through and through 

  
TEXAS BUS NEWS 

 
Lula Mae Purnell 

 
I am happy to report that plans for the Texas Bus to Shreveport are "looking up.” Faithful members of our 

"Happy Bus Family" in the Waco area, and even some in East Texas and around the Beaumont area feel that 
even though many areas in Texas are so near to Shreveport, it is still worth while to again have our bus to 
AHS. Also, they would have first priority to register for the 1974 trip to Florida - and many plans for that trip 
would be made during this trip. 

As announced in the last Newsletter, plans would be to leave Dallas on Thursday morning, going by the 
Williamson garden (where the famous picnic lunch would be served), then on to Shreveport - coming back on 
Sunday by the Lankart garden. Edna reports that she should really have some beauties to show us at that 
time. The ones that feel they could come on back to Dallas would see some gardens that would make the extra 
trip well worth their time. 

However, I have been asked to plan for a little longer trip. We would leave Dallas on Tuesday or 
Wednesday morning, still going by the Williamson garden, then on to Orange and into Louisiana, visiting a 
number of our favorite gardens, spending the night at Lafayette and early Thursday morning visiting several 
enjoyable gardens in time to accept the invitation of the Maxwells to be their guests for lunch. Then we'll go to 
the AHS Convention. 

Thank you for all suggestions sent me. Please let me hear from you again, and the others in our happy 
family, so that I may be able to make definite plans. 

With everything covered with snow - as I write I am "dreaming" of a bright and sunny daylily season. 
 
 

START THE SEASON IN BRAZOSPORT 
 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
Mrs. W. D. Everett 
201 N. Shady Oaks Dr. 
Lake Jackson, Texas 77566 
 
I am enclosing $   at $15.00 per person for   reservations to the 1973 Region 6 Meeting at 
Brazosport May 25-26. I understand that I am to contact the motel headquarters (address given elsewhere in 
this Newsletter) directly for room reservations. 
 
Please also indicate by checking a square below whether you will attend either of the two clinics to be given 
Friday afternoon. 
 
Awards and Honors    Judges Exhibition Judges   

 



THE OOOOHS AND AHHHHS OF DROOLING 
 

F. D. Coppin 
 
Surely, you have not laid aside all of the daylily listings nor have you stopped your Winter droolings. It was 
oooooh and ahhhhh while seeing slides on these: 
 

Daylily Name Color Hybridizer 
CHOSEN LOVE lavender Maxwell 
DOUBLE MELODY dusty cinnamon rose B. Brown 
HOPE DIAMOND pale green cream MacMillan 
MEXICALI ROSE rosy coral pink E. Brown 
PINK BUTTONS light rose pink - mini Williamson 
RASPBERRY RIPPLES raspberry Harrison 
SCARLET WAVES rich, dark, bright red Waltermire 
SMOKEY WONDER smoky purple E. Brown 
WILLIE BILL fiery coral red Williamson 

 
Among "we're just oldies" were CHERRY CAPRI, a cherry rose, by Williamson and HEAVEN SENT, an 

orchid lavender, by Fretzell-Sewell. 
 

********************** 
 

Youth is happy because it has the ability to see beauty. 
Anyone who keeps the ability to see beauty never grows old. 
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De Soto 
Mrs. Roy C. Roper 
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Mrs. John M. Hill 
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Mrs. I. D. Thompson 
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Mr. & Mrs. F. D. Coppin 
Wharton 
Mrs. Marie B. Stallings 
Woodville 
J. L. Cruse, Jr. 
Hartford, Alabama 
Mrs. James S. Radford 
Chillicothe, Ohio 
Mrs. Ray Larrick 

 



NOTES FROM PLEASANTON 
 

Pearl Howard 
 

Thanks to Jessie Hyer for jogging my memory about the Newsletter. Our club is still going strong. Seems 
like our enthusiasm never lags. 

Since we have a new slate of officers for 1973, the January program almost slipped up on us unawares. 
Several of us got the terrarium fever at Christmas time. So that was our program January 8. We had five 
terrariums of various sizes and shapes. Louise Oliver brought the makings for one, and we assembled it as a 
demonstration. We also had two dish gardens on display. 

One of the high notes of our meeting was our financial report. Our Plant Sales Chairman reported that 
during 1972 we had received $207+. Ninety dollars of this came in at our plant sale that we had in connection 
with our show in May. The balance came from orders that had come through our Plant Chairman. 

Prospects for a good bloom crop were never better here, as a light snow and sleet stayed on the ground for 
some time. The ground was already wet, so this was great. We've had an unusual amount of cold weather and 
moisture through December and thus far in January. But the cold came gradually instead of suddenly as it did 
last January. Hems look fine - I'm even in hopes this will help the red spider mite situation. 

We are elated over the fact that Happy Time daylilies are growing from Kerrville to Pearsall and Marlin. 
 
 

SAN ANTONIO DAYLILY SOCIETY 
 

Mrs. Paul J. Offer 
 

Our December meeting and Christmas plant exchange was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Shields 
with Mrs. I. R. Mercer, Mrs. E. O. Mumme, and Mrs. Lillian Parkinson assisting as hostesses. We had election 
of officers for the coming year which resulted as follows: 
 

President............................... Mr. Paul J. Offer 
Vice-President ...................... Mr. Vance P. Hill 
Secretary .............................. Mrs. R. D. Allen 
Treasurer .............................. Mrs. Sandra Chaney 

 
Each member was excited over the plant they received in the exchange. After the meeting festive 

refreshments were served by the hostesses. 
 

 
  

PURPLE AND LAVENDER POLL 
 

For the next Newsletter, send in five (please limit to 5) large eyed or haloed Hems and your favorite eyed 
miniature. These may be any color as long as they have an eye or halo. Don't forget! 
 

Your favorites in lavenders and purples are as follows: LAVENDER FLIGHT (Spalding) 16 votes; PURPLE 
SPLENDOR (Pittard) 12 votes; LAVENDER BONANZA (MacMillan-Lankart) 9 votes; COLOR LETTER (Rupe) 
8 votes; LUXURY LACe (Spalding) 5 votes; JEAN BECK (B. W. Wheeler) 5 votes; and CHARLES BUCKMAN 
(MacMillan) 5 votes. 

The following received three votes each: PURPLE PIGMENT (Hardy), PRAIRIE BLUE EYES (Marsh), 
DOROTHY LAMBERT (Lambert), BETTY DAVIS (Rupe), PURPLE PEACOCK (Carwile), VONETTE BRIGHT 
(Lewis), BLUE JAY (Spalding), DEEP PURPLE (Wild), WOODS VIOLET (Maxwell), PRAIRIE HILLS (Marsh), 
LAVENDER SHADOWS (Sauer), SMOKEY WONDER (Brown), CHICAGO ROYAL (Marsh), PURPLE 
BOUNTY (Pittard), and CHICAGO REGAl (Marsh). 

The tabulation on the miniatures (or near miniatures) were: WANETTA (Spalding) 7 votes; LITTLE 
FELLOW (Tanner) 5 votes; LITTLE DANDY (Hughes) 5 votes; LITTLE WART (Spalding) 4 votes; and 
DELICATE CHILD (Simon) 3 votes. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Tear off and send to: 
 
Mr. Rodger N. Croker 
P. O. Box 594 
Llano, Texas 78643 
 
Enclosed please find $   for a subscription to the two Newsletters not subsidized by the National 
Society. 
 
Name   
 
Address   Zip   
 
$1.00 for Region 6 members - $2.00 for non-AHS members and out of state. 
 
Please check: Member - AHS   Non-Member - AHS   

 


