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VICE-PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

 
 This is my final Newsletter for my term of office, my swan song you might say. It has been very interesting. 

I have made a lot of new friends, gained new experience, and last but not least, I have greatly improved my 
typing. One gets rusty throughout the years when typing only a little. I have also learned to use an electric 
typewriter which was a must in order to obtain a good clear copy for the printer. It was a struggle at first but 
now it is so much easier than the manual that I could never be without one. 

I wish to thank my officers. They have functioned well. I especially wish to thank Mrs. Turner for keeping 
our bank balance so accurately and Mrs. Rasch for notifying the various clubs to send in their news items. 
Also, I wish to thank all of you who have supported the Newsletter with funds to keep us going. With costs on 
the rise as they are, the cost of the Newsletter has increased. I hope you will continue to generously support 
my successor. Thanks to those who have encouraged me with the complimentary remarks they have made 
about my efforts. Last, I wish to thank Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Wheeler for the assistance they have given me 
with the Newsletters. 
 

NOW - MEET YOUR NEW RVP 
 

Rodger N. Croker was born 
December 26, 1939 near Floresville, 
Texas but moved later to Comanche, 
Texas which he considers his home 
town. Comanche was the source of his 
public school education, except for his 
senior year. He graduated from Garland 
High School, Garland, Texas. 

That Fall he entered Howard Payne 
College at Brownwood where he earned 
his B.A. Degree in 1962 with majors in 
Secondary Education, English, History, 
and Bible and a minor in Spanish. In 
1964, he earned his Master of 
Education from Howard Payne College. 

In 1959, he was ordained to the 
Baptist Ministry and has spent almost 
12 years in the Pastorate, having only 
recently completed his seventh year as 
Pastor of the Pittsburg Avenue Baptist 
Church of Llano, Texas. 

For the past ten years he has 

 
 

ROGER N. CROKER 

taught, serving as a High School 
English Teacher for the Llano High 
School for the past 8 years. 

In 1961, he was married to Jimmie 
Frances Griffin of Brownwood. They 
have two sons, Shane, age 6 and 
Christopher, age 2 1/2. 

Hobbies include working with young 
people, playing the piano, reading 
extensively, gardening, raising tropical 
fish, collecting antique books and 
glassware, and corresponding with 
numerous daylily friends. 

He is a member of the Bobbin' Robin 
and the Read Red Robin and holds a 
Life Membership in the American 
Hemerocallis Society. Also, he is a Life 
Member of the Texas State Teachers 
Association, and Past President of the 
Llano County Unit of TSTA. He has a 
membership in Kappa Delta Pi, an 
honorary educational fraternity. 

 



 
SCIENTIFIC (?) COMMENT 

John Buettner 
 

It is my usual practice, after completing one of these monumental essays each quarter, to let my wife, 
Cathy, read it over carefully to ensure that I haven't said anything I shouldn't have or made any improper 
references to things that have happened. Something went wrong last time and she missed her crack at 
the article, but I was informed in no uncertain terms afterwards, when she did edit it, that it was in most 
poor taste to refer to persons or specific incidents in trying to make points clearer. So, if I have offended 
anyone at all by referring to them in this column, I do want to make it clear that nothing personal or 
derogatory was intended in any way. In particular, since Miss Edna Lankart has contributed more to these 
letters than anyone else I know, and I have quoted her remarks for the simple reason that they were the 
most available. I want her to know that the specific remarks were made only in the hope that they would 
enable the points to be more meaningful. I hope at least that this was accomplished. I do wish to 
apologize to anyone who might have been offended and my "Unscientific Editor" will ensure that it doesn't 
happen again. 

The last article about "instant ecology," however, must have been either better or worse than any of its 
predecessors, because it evoked more comment, both good and bad, than any other. I do thank all those 
who wrote in, it's nice to be noticed. May I say that the chief complaint of those who commented adversely 
was that I always talk in generalities and never offer them any specific advice on what to spray on what, 
when to spray, how much, and all that sort of thing. So, in the hope that this will be of interest to many, I 
intend to compile as comprehensive a list as possible of commercial products (insecticides, fungicides, 
etc.) that would be of use to the home gardener and present it in this space in the next Newsletter. May I 
say, however, in my own defense, that I have not done this before chiefly because I feel that you can get 
better advice along this line from your local nurseryman than you could ever get from me. The local 
variations in temperature, humidity, and the like are extreme throughout Region 6 and these are the 
factors that affect such things. 

Since I haven't said anything scientific yet, let me try to conclude this article by mentioning a couple of 
directions that research on garden chemicals is going that might be of interest to some and indicate that 
everyone is cognizant of the shortcomings and faults of current products and is trying to improve them. 
One, as I'm sure many of you have read, is through the development of chemical sterilants, materials that 
sterilize the male of a species and terminate the reproductive cycle of the insect or whatever. This 
technique will doubtless be expanded. However, the effects of these chemicals on human beings when 
used in urban environments is still not fully determined and may limit their range of use. 

Two, the use of capsules for enclosing a dose of the chemical and allowing it to be slowly released 
over a long period of time. To put it more plainly, fertilizers, for example, can be coated with a material 
that will completely cover it and render it harmless to humans while being handled, yet this covering will 
be slowly degraded by the action of the bacteria in the soil and the fertilizer will be released slowly over 
the growing period of the plant. Can't you imagine putting a pellet or two in the ground around your Hem 
early each Spring and have the fertilizer available to the plant as it demands nutrition throughout the 
Summer? Good success has already been enjoyed with this method on potted plants in greenhouses and 
I feel certain that future work will enable the technique to be expanded. The same thing could perhaps be 
utilized with all chemicals - fungicides, bactericides, and all the rest. 
 

************************* 
 
It has been reported to me that Mr. W. B. MacMillan underwent brain surgery for the removal of a blood 
clot on October 14. On Monday, the 25th I called Abbeville to see how he was progressing and imagine 
my surprise when he answered the phone. He said he was feeling much better. We all wish him a speedy 
recovery. Editor 
  

 



IN MEMORIAM 
 

MALCOLM COLLIE 
 

Mr. Malcolm Collie of Brownwood, Texas, passed away August 15, after a lengthy illness. His passing 
is indeed a great loss to Region 6. Many will remember him at the Region 6 Meetings. He had a 
marvelous sense of humor, was always jolly and full of fun. He made and presented the unique little 
"Hemmie Award" given each year at the Regional Meeting. Making interesting things from pipe fittings 
was one of his many hobbies. 

His wife Mae has served as leader of the Read Red Robin and Malcolm filled a special place in each 
member's heart as the Papa Robin. 

For many years he has been active in the Coggin Avenue Baptist Church, Brownwood Art Club, 
Brownwood Iris Society, and was at the time of his death, president of the Heart of Texas Daylily Society. 

Besides his love for Hems, he grew some of the most beautiful Gladiolus to be seen. We wish to 
express our sympathy to the family and many friends. 
 

************************* 
 

I am sure that by now most of you know of the passing of "Peggy" MacMillan. She was such a 
wonderful garden assistant to Mr. Mac, keeping all of the records in his stud book for him so beautifully, 
for many years. She had not been well for the past three years but her condition worsened the past year. 
Mrs. Mac as I always called her was a native of Georgetown, Texas, and her body was returned there for 
burial. We shall all miss her on our annual visits to The House O' Macs. 

 
************************* 

 
MRS. W. J. REID 

 
The many friends and acquaintances of Jay, Lucille, and Melinda Warner join them in mourning the 

death of Lucille's mother, Mrs. W. J. Reid, who died Friday, August 13 of this year. Mrs. Reid or "Miss Ola" 
of daylily fame died as she had lived, quietly, in Oklahoma City where for many years she had carried on 
her private mission among the poor and underprivileged of the inner core of that metropolis. Frail health 
marked by many illnesses was no deterrent in raising and educating three lovely and devoted daughters. 
Only a benign "Uncle Sam" in his zeal to clean up the inner core of that city could stop her good work. So, 
after many years of a quiet but distinguished life, she left her family and friends to be re-united with other 
loved ones in Heaven. Nellie Joe Trott 
 

************************* 
 

A. D. ROQUEMORE 
 

Many members of Region 6 who have visited the very beautiful Roquemore Garden at 9733 Edgelake 
Drive in Dallas will be saddened to learn of the passing of Mr. Roquemore on October 12 after a long 
illness. He seemed to have a magic touch with growing things and his assistance to Avilda made their 
daylily plantings one of the most attractive and well grown gardens in Dallas. He was always ready to 
assist in any project the Hemerocallis group planned. Our most sincere sympathy to Avilda and his 
daughter as well as other members of the family and many friends. He will be missed but many plants will 
live on to remind us of his love of beauty in growing things. Lula Mae Purnell 

 
************************* 

 
They walked with us a little while - Along the garden way - And we will miss their friendly smile - On 

every garden day. But surely Heaven's blossoms fair - Are sweeter far than ours. We'll think of them in 
gardens there - walking among the flowers. Floy P. Soule 
  

 



GULF COAST HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY OF SOUTHEAST TEXAS 
 

The last meeting of the season for the Gulf Coast Hemerocallis Society was held at the Woman's Club 
in Nederland, Texas, on Saturday, September 11, with about 67 members in attendance. A covered-dish 
supper was enjoyed and a short business meeting was held at which new officers were elected. The 
program was made up of short reports on the Region 6 and Region 13 Meetings by Mrs. Thelma Mimms, 
and a report on the National Convention at Birmingham by Mrs. H. J. Coffman. Mrs. Lucille Williamson of 
Roganville showed slides taken during the Summer of her trips to other gardens including Region 13 and 
the National Tours. 

New officers elected to serve for 1972: President, Mrs. K. W. Schulze of Port Arthur; First Vice-
President, Mrs. Guy Carriker; Second Vice-President, Mrs. J. R. Swafford; Recording Secretary, Mrs. W. 
B. Fullen; and Treasurer, Mrs. H. J. Coffman. 

We were recently saddened by the loss of one of our members, Mrs. Lindsy Escoe, of Vidor. She had 
been a member of the Gulf Coast Society for a number of years. 

We are so proud of our own Lucille Williamson for winning the Annie T. Giles Award for GREEN 
FLUTTER at the Birmingham AHS Convention. 

Mrs. Williamson also won the Fuqua Trophy awarded for the best seedling seen by members of the 
Gulf Coast Society in local gardens. Mrs. W. B. Fullen 

************************* 
 

HEM LINES 
 

I toured Western Tennessee July 26-30, looking for daylilies. Mrs. Eva Burch at Dyersburg had a 
number of standard varieties in blossom. They were quite pretty, planted in rows rather than landscaping. 
J. O. Tankersley at Bells, Tennessee, had some nice looking ones, also. They were large cultivars and 
well grown. Being in the process of building and moving, he invited me back to see the fulfillment of his 
dream for daylilies. I was pleased to find these displays in late July. He has tetraploids as well as diploids. 

My late season has been most rewarding in watching the repeat bloomers, even now; MISSION 
ACCOMPLISHED, DREAMY, DROPS OF GOLD, GOLDEN GIFT (3 times), WIDE EYED, 
SWASHBUCKLER, BLACK PAGEANT, seedlings from Lankart (3), Gates, Guy D., Hughes (2), 
MacMillan, and a beautiful large red that the late Mrs. Alexander brought this way. 

While in Houston in mid-July I went to Mrs. Wheeler's. As usual I was fascinated with her doubles but 
failed to twist her arm on one. I did bring back some that have rewarded me with some seed pods. They 
bloomed well for three weeks after moving them here. She had two more that I wanted but I was afraid for 
Linnie to dig into the large cultivar. I am sure that rain saved and boosted these for me. 
 F. D. Coppin 

************************* 
 

Avant Gardeners is not only the name of an Honor Roll Rated Club from District II of Texas State 
Garden Clubs, known for presenting District and State programs, but it is also the name of the latest 
introduction of a new variety of Hemerocallis, registered by Mr. Tom Hughes of Hughes Gardens in 
Mansfield, Texas, honoring this club. 

Shortly after the State Convention in San Antonio, this club adopted the Standing Cypress, Ipomopsis 
rubra, as their conservation flower and the yellow Hemerocallis as their club flower. Seeds were 
presented to each member who is growing these protected species of wildflowers in their garden. 

The search for just the right variety of daylily led them to the Hughes Gardens which they had toured 
previously, and the introduction of their very own daylily, AVANT GARDENERS. Mr. Hughes had 
perfected this variety from the parent plants, CLO GREEN and VERDE PLATTE (Green Silver), and had 
grown it from seed for several years, testing its qualities. Recently it was registered with the National 
Hemerocallis Society and presented to the members of this club to be grown in their gardens exclusively. 

AVANT GARDENERS is a large lemon-yellow self with a chartreuse throat. The petals and sepals 
have a slight crinkling and reflexing with a diamond dust texture. It is an early repeating bloomer with 
strong scapes making it an excellent garden plant as well as exhibition plant. The members of this club 
are very proud of their own Hemerocallis and can hardly wait to have the opportunity to exhibit and 
introduce it to all their garden club friends. From the Lone Star Gardener, July-August-September, 1971 

 



CENTRAL TEXAS HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY 
 

Mrs. John I. Cowell was recently installed President of the Central Texas Hemerocallis Society. Other 
new officers are First Vice-President, Mrs. James Fitts; Second Vice-President, Mrs. W. L. Johnson; 
Secretary, Mrs. Q. Perry Potts; Treasurer, Paul H. Reichert; Historian, F. D. Coppin; and Parliamentarian, 
Mrs. Claud Gore of Mexia. 

Mrs. T. Frank Davis installed the officers using multi-colored flowers to symbolize the attributes 
desired in each officer. 

Members visited the daylily gardens planted by the Mexia Garden Club at the Gibbs Memorial Library 
in Mexia and also the gardens of Mrs. Duke Pitman and Mr. and Mrs. Ken Maynard. After a tour of the 
Claud Gore's gardens, members were guests of the Mexia Garden Club at a buffet luncheon. F. D. 
Coppin highlighted the year's activities. 

************************* 
HAPPY TIME DAYLILY SOCIETY PLEASANTON 

 
This 1971 daylily season has been a rewarding one for our group. In spite of an unusually dry and hot 

Summer, our Hems kept on blooming through July and August. Many rebloomed for the first time. 
On August 28, we had a decorated car in our Annual Cowboy Homecoming Parade. Our members 

made very realistic looking daylilies to decorate the sides and back of the car. They mounted the plaque, 
which the Chamber of Commerce had awarded us the last of July, on Styrofoam fastened on the hood of 
the car. This Styrofoam base was covered with live fern and about 30 live daylily blooms. They stayed 
perfect the whole three miles. 

The officers, dressed in old-time calico dresses and bonnets, rode in the car. The judges awarded us a 
white rosette with "Honorable Mention" on it. We were very pleased with this - there were 84 entries in the 
parade. 

Just a word about the plaque. Our group took over the job of beautifying the triangle formed by the 
intersection of two roads at the Northwest entrance to our little city. A big Live Oak tree stands at the West 
side of this triangle, and the city had put a hydrant there years ago. They offered to furnish water for us. 
We set out about 650 daylily plants furnished by our members, then filled in the rest of the bed with 
Periwinkles. On the East side of the Oak we put 50 Caladiums. Daylilies set out March 15 just bloomed up 
a storm. The Periwinkles are a solid mass of blooms. Caladiums are still pretty. 

This project has had a unifying effect on our Society. Some 8 or 10 go every other Friday and work up 
there. Sometimes someone brings refreshments and we have a little "picnic" at the end of our work 
period. Others furnish plants and cooperate in other ways. The whole town and county are very 
complimentary about our project. We have met every month since we organized in 1969. Our attendance 
is very good. A plant sale is planned for October. Only two of us, Mr. Howard and I, went to the Region 6 
Meeting, but several are already making plans to go to Austin in 1972. 

Nine of us took our lunch and went to Llano in June. We enjoyed the wonderful hospitality of the 
Crokers. They have so many interesting things - a Fiddle-Leaf Fig that touched the ceiling, many African 
Violets, and three aquariums. Outside was a well landscaped yard with gorgeous daylilies flaunting their 
beauty among many interesting plants, all in the right locations. To one side of the yard were two pens. 
One held miniature white English Call Ducks with some babies. One had about 8 or 10 Bantam Chickens. 
This was a most enjoyable day for us. Our members are looking forward to getting some new plants this 
Fall, then a happy blooming season in 1972. 
 Mrs. Pearl Howard 
  

 



REGION 6 1972 MEETING 
 

Austin, Texas June 2-3 
 

At this time I have only a rough draft of the program. More will follow in the next Newsletter. 
 

Friday - June 2, 1972 
1-5 p.m. Registration 
2-5 p.m. Judges Clinic - Mrs. Bertie Ferris conducting 
7-10 p.m. Slide Show 

Saturday - June 3, 1972 
7-8:30 a.m. Registration 
Garden visitations 
7-11 p.m. Banquet. 

 
Headquarters for the Meeting will be the Chariot Inn, 7300 North Interregional Highway, Austin, Texas 

78752. Telephone, Glendale 2-8371. Gardens to be visited include Gates, Bill Ater, Audrey Lanier, and 
Schutze. Let's all plan on going for a wonderful time and fellowship as well as being able to see many 
lovely daylilies. The group in Austin is working hard so let's not disappoint them. 

************************* 
MRS. OLIVER HARRIS - COOKBOOK COLLECTOR 

 
We have just learned that besides being a gifted flower arranger, having won the Mabel Yaste Trophy, 

Mrs. Oliver P. Harris of Taylor, Texas is a cookbook collector. To date she owns some 3,000 of them! She 
says it all began 40 years ago while she was a student at Columbia University in New York City. 

Because of a class assignment requiring research on cheese, she visited a bookstore and a casual 
conversation with a cookbook-collecting gentleman there was the spark that started it all. To start her 
collection, Mrs. Harris spent all of her allowance on 17 cookbooks. Among her more unusual books are 
"Rattlesnakes Under Glass" and "How to Cook a Wolf.” Favorites include a German book, circa 1830, 
handwritten on parchment. Another is a 1934 edition of an English book, "Flowers As Food" which offers a 
recipe for Nasturtium Flower Salad. The book she considers most valuable is one she bought for 35¢, 
entitled "Texas Cook Book," and published in 1883, it features such delicacies as Cucumber Catsup and 
Egg Kisses. 

Mrs. Harris has also collaborated in writing a cookbook. While President of the Texas Club of New 
York, she wrote the Texas section of "America Cooks," which was published in 1940 and contains recipes 
from all states of the Union. 

Born in Holland, Texas, Mrs. Harris has traveled extensively and continues to search bookstores for 
cookbooks, old or new. A member of the DAR, she is also very active in garden clubs and has recently 
been given a national award for excellence in flower arranging. From "Hobby Highlights" 

************************* 
 

 
Bed-grown 1971 daylily seedlings for sale, ready now at $10 per 100. 
Pod parents include my best seedlings under number. Pollen parents 
include: EDGAR BROWN, PRESIDENT GILES, ROBERT WAY 
SCHLUMPF, HOPE DIAMOND, WINNING WAYS, THOMAS 
STANDARD, JULIA TANNER, ETHEL BAKER, VIOLA PARKER, 
HALLELUJAH CHORUS, PRECIOUS ONE, MASTERS TOUCH, 
FLEETA, RED SIREN, SAIL ON, etc. 
 

J. L. Cruse, Jr., Rt. 1, Box 69 
Woodville, Texas 75979 

 
 

 



RANDOM THOUGHTS FOR 1971  
Edna Lankart 

 
You may not have noticed that I was too busy to write my RANDOM THOUGHTS for the last 

Newsletter. One reason being the everlasting watering as it was pretty dry here but fortunately it was not 
too hot so there is always something to be thankful for. Each year the work seems to double, but my 
willingness to work certainly does not double. The thought of being lazy appeals to me more each year 
but my mail and orders keep increasing, which is just great but if your letter is not answered it is probably 
somewhere amidst the confusion on top of my desk. My hybridizing program has also increased to the 
extent that I need about ten acres to take care of my seedlings. At present they are being transplanted at 
both my Waco and Tyler gardens and if some real doozies do not show up next year, my pleasing 
disposition is subject to change without notice. 

IN REGARD TO HANDLING THE FUND FOR LIFE MEMBERSHIP FOR OUR REGION 6 RVPs - I 
am all for this but would like to suggest that we appoint someone to head this fund drive and wouldn't 
Leatha Cooke be great? They could make an appeal for donations in the Newsletter each year and 
encourage each club, as well as individual members who do not belong to a club, to send in their 
donation. I have already brought this up with the club I belong to, Central Texas Hemerocallis Society, 
and we have voted to donate a certain amount each year. We plan to have club plant sales at meetings 
for this purpose as our members are very generous about bringing plants for door prizes and plant sales. 
If we do not raise enough this way, I feel sure we can spare some from our treasury, or individual 
members may wish to contribute to this worthy cause. I feel sure that our many clubs will be happy to join 
us and make their contributions. 

About having our Texas hybridizers donate plants for Regional Auction, this will put the expense on a 
very few and I'm sure the other members would want to help, also. Many do not realize how many 
demands are made upon the hybridizers. There seems to be no end to the demand for Regional and 
National guest plants and plants for drawings. Then there is the time and expense of mailing out each 
plant when they are busy mailing out their customer orders. If they are given at the Meeting, as was the 
case at our last Regional Meeting, few realize the time, expense, and work involved in this. I know it took 
seven of us at the Brown’s quite awhile to dig, wash, labe,l and bag over 175 plants and Lucille 
Williamson brought in some 50 plants for the plant drawing. In summing this up, I believe we can make an 
appeal once a year through the Newsletter and not have to notify everyone or every club personally. 

IN ANSWER TO THE SCIENTIFIC COMMENT COLUMN BY JOHN BUETTNER: John, I'm sure you 
must have misunderstood me as I am certainly not one of those ECOLOGY NUTS and I do feel we must 
use some type of poison, but let's use the one that is the least dangerous and does the least damage to 
our daylily plants. Your mention of all sorts of "reliable" information in our Newsletters and Journals and 
wondering, "Just how much do all these people really know" - well it seems to me that our Scientific 
Committee furnishes us very little factual information and we must experiment on our own, mostly. After 
reading your one page article, I did not find that you offered us any information whatsoever to those of us 
who are becoming afraid of the new garden poisons. I have found that Dr. Richard Mansfield-Jones 
furnishes us with most of the information that is of benefit to the average gardener. He was our speaker at 
the Region 13 Meeting so I questioned him about the new ISOTOX with systemic action. He informed the 
audience that it was bad on daylilies and could be very bad on the gardener's health as well. I noticed in 
the April-May-June Region 6 Newsletter that Region 12 had also had bad results with the ISOTOX as well 
as KELTHANE and MALATHION. It seems from these reports the damage from the poison was worse 
than the insect's damage. Also, I noticed in the Region 15 Newsletter the following notice: 

 
DANGER! ISOTOX MAY DAMAGE HEMS 

 
As more and more daylily growers spray for insect control, a note of warning is given to all. Spraying 

with ISOTOX may be harmful, even deadly when used, even according to directions. Unless you have 
used this chemical previously (within the last two years as the chemical formula has changed) you should 
NOT use this for aphids and thrips. Those who visited Iron Gate Gardens this Summer saw the extensive 
damage which was the result of spraying with this chemical. Hopefully, additional information will be 
available for the next Newsletter. Van M. Sellers - Kings Mountain, NC 

 



In addition to this I had a report from my friend Ethel Smith in Mississippi. She advised she had used 
systemics around her plants in the soil and the next morning three of her peacocks "thought" they were 
dead after scratching around the plants. 

I am certainly glad to have these reports from others and if our Scientific members wish to be of real 
help, maybe they will tell us what they have experimented with and advise us as to what we could use that 
would not damage our daylilies. In the meantime, I suppose I will go on trying something else. I read 
where plants with disagreeable odors are beneficial in cutting down on insects. Anyone want to join me in 
planting garlic among your daylilies? 

GARDEN VISITING - This year, as usual, I was away from my own garden at "prime time," as they say 
on TV. I hope to stay home long enough someday to discover some real doozies in my own seedling 
patch. Maybe I am prejudiced but after all my ramblings, the daylilies I saw at our own Region 6 Meeting 
were the most beautiful. Being a guest of Betty and Edgar Brown, along with some of my favorite Hem 
folks, Vivian and Carl Sauer, we helped work (if you want to call that work) in the Brown garden so we had 
a good chance to stroll through the well planned beds of gorgeous daylilies and take pictures. The 
maddening part is that nearly 36 pictures were still in the camera when two of my cameras were stolen at 
Birmingham. 

The hit in the Brown garden was No. 72-71 which won the Annie T. Giles Regional Award. It was a 
beautiful creamy pink pastel but are you ready for this? It has bloomed double mostly since the Meeting. 
This may be good or bad, depending upon how much you like doubles and frankly, after seeing the great 
improvements Betty is making in them, I am beginning to love them. I found many different and beautiful 
tetraploids here. Edgar is making great strides in this field and with the use of converted EDGAR 
BROWN, the future should be very exciting. The best to me was his tetraploid 1-70 which has such round, 
full, and flat form and is a low grower, all characteristics we need in the tetraploid line. I discovered one 
thing here and that is that a rich soil will not always show off some daylilies in the best light. This was true 
of MEXICALI ROSE which is even lovelier in my garden where the soil is only fair. 

I visited Lucille Williamson's garden the next day and also a week later on the way to the Louisiana 
Meeting. One thing I noticed is the many very good seedlings being produced from EDGAR BROWN, 
FATSO, and HYBRIDIZER'S DREAM. Lucille has a pink that she calls her “Pink Edgar Brown” that is 
something to see but don't get excited, yet. You will have to get in line after me for a plant. I think some of 
the best were her large ruffled purple, WELCHADE, and the tiny rich purple, LITTLE GRAPETTE - both 
too scarce to put on the market now but you can dream like I do. I also loved her miniature light raspberry 
pink LITTLE IDY. Many good guest plants were seen here. One that caught my eye was a coral with a 
large bold red eye. This was CRUSE Ey 17-67. This IS different and will be introduced. I also viewed 
many of Mr. Cruse's slides which looked very good. If you are near Woodville, add this to your list of 
gardens to see. Other guest plants I liked here were GREATER DALLAS ( Ferris) - a large rich rose with 
wide white midrib that looks better than I can describe it. Winniford's BERTIE FERRIS is a real cute 
miniature but I must warn him that I have one of my own that will run it a close race. 

I was late in arriving at Maxwell Garden for the Region 13 Meeting Tours due to a contemptible car 
that chose that morning to spring a leak in the water hose or whatever. We received all sorts of "goodies" 
in our loot bag, including a grand booklet on DAYLILIES that is put out by the Louisiana Co-op Extension 
Service that is full of good information. Sorry the notes I took here "went" with my cameras but I came 
home with some good lavender and purple seedlings, also a colonial type wall clock, and huge garden 
hat. How about that? One I do remember, because I am growing it, is Maxwell's cute ruffled raspberry red 
miniature named SMALL BUSINESS. 

It was wonderful seeing my many daylily friends again at Birmingham and there was more time for 
looking and talking since I had no camera to take up my time. The folks at Birmingham really treated us 
royally and everyone seemed to have a grand time. If you will check the picture coverage in the last 
Journal, these are the wonderful people you missed seeing by not attending the Convention. Clara Mae 
Pittard and I stayed over Sunday in order to bring back plants from Mrs. Hardy. I can't remember what all I 
brought back but some I arrived home with were FLAGSHIP - Hardy which was a large bright red that I 
liked very much. Also came home with more PRAIRIE WARRIOR as this is probably my favorite large 
wide red. I have used it a lot in hybridizing and hope it produces something good next year. I had to have 
PERENNIAL PLEASURE - Hardy, a beautiful crisp ruffled yellow that won the President's Cup. It was a 
close race between it and WINNING WAYS. Of course, we bought some tetraploids but mostly numbered 

 



seedlings to work with. I had to pick up Clara Mae's bright red SHINING BEACON as it was in repeat 
bloom and a sight to see - also MacMillan's JUMBO RED which I hear is really something but have not 
seen. Clara May was really proud of the way her bright raspberry rose DAMASCUS ROAD and SEA 
WARRIOR were showing off at the Convention. I was glad they were already growing in my garden. Even 
my huge SOUTH SEA CORAL was putting on a great show there. It was a GREAT Convention but as 
usual, I was glad to get back home. 
 

There were still some blooming in my garden - among them tetraploid HEATHER GREEN, still my 
favorite pink tetraploid - also Child's CATHEDRAL BELLS, so I thought, "What do I have to lose by 
crossing them even if it is hot as heck.” Much to my surprise about ten pods set on CATHEDRAL BELLS 
from HEATHER GREEN pollen. I gathered quite a few tetraploid seed pods this year and they are all 
planted and up. I did not use any of the older "unpretty" tetraploids to work with because with my luck, 
they would all take after the ugly side. 

As you know, this is the last Newsletter from our lovely and capable RVP, Mildred Schlumpf. She has 
certainly been a credit to our Region and loved by all members. We will miss her guiding hand but we 
must turn over a new leaf and welcome our next RVP who is also a very wonderful person and well 
qualified to head our Region. He is a young man who dares to tackle three jobs at once and I know he will 
be equally as good as RVP as he is in his professions of teaching and preaching - yes, I refer to 
RODGER CROKER of Llano, Texas. 
 

************************* 
 

On. October 11th I gave a program to the Happy Time Daylily Society in Pleasanton. I showed slides 
taken during the past season at the Region 6 Meeting and the National in Birmingham. This was their 
anniversary meeting and was well attended. They have a very enthusiastic group. Mildred Schlumpf 
 

SAN ANTONIO HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY HONORED 
 

The San Antonio Hemerocallis Society received thanks from the San Antonio Garden Center for the 
gift of thirty-nine daylily plants. MYRA HINSON is planted in their newly landscaped patio area. Everyone 
eagerly awaits their blooms in the Spring. 
 Mrs. Paul J. Offer, President, San Antonio Hemerocallis Society 
 

************************* 
 

NEW DAYLILIES PROGRAM TOPIC FOR CENTRAL TEXAS DAYLILY SOCIETY 
 

Daylilies of tomorrow cited by Miss Edna Lankart at a recent meeting of the Central Texas 
Hemerocallis Society include ROBERT WAY SCHLUMPF, ROSE ROYCE, MEXICALI ROSE, and 
HEATHER GREEN. 

The First Vice-President of the American Hemerocallis Society reviewed the AHS 1971 Silver 
Convention in Birmingham and showed slides of different types and hybrids of daylilies. 

Paul Reichert reported on the Convention. Mrs. James E. Fitts reviewed the programs for the coming 
year. Mrs. John I. Cowell exhibited posters of events and awards given at the recent Dallas Hemerocallis 
Growers show. 

Hosts were Mr. and Mrs. Frank Taylor, Mrs. Clyde McCartney, and Mrs. L. M. Mabe. New members 
are Mrs. Walter Blackmon of Mexia, Mrs. Oliver P Harris of Taylor, and Mrs. Patrick Smithson of Waco. 
 Report sent in by F. D. Coppin, (From the Waco Newspaper) 
  

 



GARDEN TOURS IN 1971 
Nedra West 

 
The past season was extremely dry in the South Texas area, therefore my daylilies weren't at their 

best. Some that did make a nice showing were HOPE DIAMOND, pale wide-petal yellow; DEEP 
PURPLE; BETH STANDARD, huge creamy yellow; MARIE LOUISE RYDER, lavender eyed miniature; 
and KING OF KINGS, melon with red eye. Also beautiful were FABULOUS FAVORITE, large red; 
NAUGHTY LADY; and BRAZOSPORT, both good pinks. 

At the Beaumont Region 6 Meeting there were two choice gardens on tour, Lucille Williamson's and 
Edgar Brown's. Lucille specializes in hybridizing miniature daylilies so in her garden you may see some of 
the best of the miniatures. Her LITTLE GRAPETTE is out of this world. It is purple with darker eye and 
green throat and the flower is 2" wide. LITTLE CELENA is a very pretty pink with darker eye and green 
throat. LITTLE LILA and LITTLEST ANGEL are both pink miniatures but different. LITTLE DAZZLER is a 
small red flower. SQUEAKY (Herman Winniford) creped yellow and BERTIE FERRIS (Winniford) apricot 
are both good miniatures. Larger Hems that interested me were CHERRIE CAPRI (Williamson) large pink, 
LUCILLE GUIDRY (MacMillan) pastel blend of light yellow and pink, and BRET BARRON, large gold. 

Betty and Edgar Brown of Orange, Texas, grow the best in daylilies in their garden. Edgar's first love is 
tetraploids and Betty's is doubles. Their MEXICALI ROSE (diploid) was one of the prettiest daylilies that I 
saw this season. It is an exotic orange pink with very wide segments. A seedling #72-71 Cr of the Brown's 
won the Annie T. Giles Award . It has a wide flat form and is a blend of pink and cream. The tetraploids 
were very impressive. PINK VISION is a large beautiful pink. Others I like are #T-1-70-PE,wide peach with 
an eye and #T-2-69-PI, large pink. Outstanding doubles blooming were DOUBLE MELODY, wide pink, 
DO-51-68, light brown with an eye pattern, DO-70-69 beautiful red, and DO-42-69-G, peach colored 
double. 

I also visited gardens in Louisiana this season. The Spalding Garden was one. There I saw several 
lavender seedlings of most beautiful and unusual colors. LOVELY GIRL pink and OUR FINEST, yellow 
were both very pretty. 

In Marie Louise Ryder's lovely garden I saw many of the newer and best daylilies grown to perfection, 
but I was too busy visiting and forgot to take notes. 

The C. T. Tanner Garden is a commercial garden and features their own hybrids and also the best of 
other hybridizers. I liked his tetraploids, Tetraploid SUMMER FASHION, pale yellow with tan eye and wide 
segments and tetraploid MAIDEN VOYAGE, large wide petaled true pink. PERSIAN MARKET (Munson) 
large pink tetraploid was also good as was JACK RANDALL (Peck) and DOUGLAS DALE, both red. Mr. 
Tanner's red diploid UPROAR was beautiful again this year. REBA (Sholar) light yellow and GLOBE 
TROTTER, Spalding were both pretty. Mrs. C. T. Tanner's seedling #69-49, pale near white with a wide 
pale lavender eye pattern was beautiful. Mrs. Westervelt's Garden in Corpus Christi was lovely. I'm sure I 
overlooked many good daylilies in these beautiful gardens but maybe I'll see the ones missed next 
season. 

************************* 
TEXAS BUS - 1972 

 
Plans are going forward for our 5th bus trip to the AHS Convention. More details will be given in our 

next Newsletter. Many thanks to those who have sent in their $15.00 deposit and for the few that have 
signed up but haven't sent in their deposit. This is a reminder to please send it in at once. Hotel and Motel 
reservations must be made soon. The bus, with Ken as our driver, has been signed up for some time. 
With our trip in July this time we will not have to miss our own peak bloom. 

The sale for our bus fund was a success and we appreciate the ones who sent things for the sale and 
the ones who sent cash - (that was really great). Even with the advance in postage and other things, we 
will have "kitty money" to help out with expenses. Lula Mae Purnell 
 

 



 
  

Passengers on the 1971 Texas Bus to Birmingham pictured in W. B. MacMillan's Garden in 
Abbeville, Louisiana. 

 
MORE CONTRIBUTORS TO THE NEWSLETTER 

 
Austin 
Mrs. C. W. Hall 
Dallas 
Mrs. W. T. Greathouse 
K. G. Henson 
Mrs. Clara B. Murdoch 
Mrs. A. D. Roquemore 
Mrs. John E. Vandigriff 
El Campo 
Mrs. C. D. Bergstrom 

Houston 
Mrs. J. Chester Cochran 
Kilgore 
Mrs. R. L. Hudspeth 
Kountze 
Mrs. H. A. Coe 
LaGrange 
Mrs. Alma Froelich 
Lufkin 
Mrs. J. E. Campbell 

Nacogdoches 
Mrs. Dorothy Morris 
San Antonio 
Mrs. Sam Montgomery 
Waco 
Mr. & Mrs. Q. Perry Potts 
Opelousas, Louisiana 
Mr. Kenneth Durio, Jr. 
Cairo, West Virginia 
Rev. Marvin Miller. 

 
 You will notice from the above list our number of contributors is quite small this issue. Also, our 

treasury needs building in order that I might be able to hand over to Mr. Croker approximately the same 
amount that was handed to me when I took office. Won't you please check and if you have not sent in 
your contribution, won't you do so now? 

Through an oversight, the name of Mrs. Albert Walther, Route 2, Coupland, Texas 78615 was omitted 
from the new member list. My apologies, Mrs. Walther 

 
************************* 

 
A Government that does too much for its people can also do too much to them 
  

 



THE LURE OF THE GARDEN 
Nancy Wood 

  
Oh House, I ran away - Oh yes 
I deserted my post I confess 
When on this lovely sun-filled day 
You sternly said, "Stay, stay, 
Tidy the place, sweep the floor." 
My heart raced through the open door 
And down the garden pathway where 
The perfume of flowers filled the air. 
Oh sure, I knew I had my chores 
But shouldn't I join my heart outdoors? 
My head told me "Don't you go." 
But then my heart whispered very low  
"There's magic out there, come away 
Come out and have a lovely day." 

And all along the path I heard 
The pleading calls of the mockingbird 
The small squirrel chattered, "Come join me 
There's something new for you to see. 
There's a big red rose opened wide 
You know you should not stay inside 
On such a lively Spring day morn 
When beautiful things are getting born." 
Could I resist such siren calls 
And stay content within four walls? 
When the whole outdoors was calling me 
Bewitching words, "Come see, come see." 
I only meant to stay 'till one 
There'd be time left to get chores done. 

 
It wasn't my fault, now, after all 
For wasn't I victim of the sorcerer's call? 
And now my house, it is eventide 
My heart and I are both inside 
Not sorry that we ran away 
For we had such a lovely day 
Following the piper the flowers sent 
We had a day that was heaven lent. 
Whenever my heart runs away from its chores 
I'll just have to go and join it outdoors 
For I'm a housewife with a gardener's heart 
And never the two of us shall part. 

 
************************* 

HAPPINESS IS 
...........visiting the garden of an old friend or a new acquaintance 
...........discovering new growth around that expensive plant that you bought 
...........getting a package of daylilies in the morning mail 
...........planning a new daylily bed 
...........meeting Edna Lankart and Clara May Pittard at the same party 

 Thanks to Region 12 Newsletter 
************************* 

A nickel goes farther than it used to - You can carry one around in your pocket for weeks before you find 
something it will buy. 
 
Eat and the world eats with you, diet and you starve alone. 
 

Tear off and send to: 
 
Mrs. Robert W. Schlumpf, (Before Jan. 1, 1972) 
7803 High Star Drive, 
Houston, Texas 77036 
 
Enclosed please find $   for a subscription to the two Newsletters not subsidized by the National 
Society. 
 
Name   
 
Address   Zip   
 
$1.00 for Region 6 Members - $2.00 for others 
 
After January 1, 1972 send to: Mr. Rodger N. Croker, Box 494, Llano, Texas 78643 

 



  
DAYLILIES I LIKED BEST IN 1971 

Martin McMillan 
 

The other day the Iris Society of Dallas was holding its annual sale of Irises and daylilies in the garden 
shop of the J. C. Penny store in the Northpark Shopping Center when a lady passed by, noticed the 
display of daylilies we were trying to sell and asked, "What are those things you are selling?" Of course, 
we told her they were daylilies, whereupon she retorted, "Oh I grow them!" 

We suppose all of us are rather smug about the plants we grow, but do we know any more about the 
new Hems being introduced today than that dear lady who didn't know a daylily when she saw one. 

All too many alleged daylily enthusiasts remind us of the old farmer, who, when asked by his county 
agent if he raised any poultry, quite readily answered that he had tried to grow poultry several times but 
the doggoned chickens scratched it up! 

Region 6 is blessed with an abundance of good daylily gardens, both private and commercial, and if 
the annual Regional Meetings are out of reach, one should at least tour the good daylily gardens nearest 
their home bailiwick. 

At the Region 6 Meeting this past season the Williamson and Brown gardens were visited. In the 
Williamson garden, MacMillan's beautiful cream, CLYDE HYDE, was displaying four open flowers on a 
single scape. Wm-303, a 3" gold flower with a red eye, green cup and ruffled, recurved segments; 
RASPBERRY PIXIE, about the size of a half dollar, perched on the tip of a 12" scape, were typical of the 
many exciting Hems in this famous garden. 

In the Brown garden at Orange, Betty's doubles were at their double best - in all colors, sizes, and 
shapes. Of the many good tetraploids on display we liked Edgar's T-19-70-G best. It is a 6" gold self, 
blooms on a 29" scape, carries three branches and 41 buds. Two diploid seedlings merit special 
recognition. 66-70, a FATSO seedling in melon pink 26" - 5"- 2 1/2" - 1 3/4", touch of green in bottom of 
cup, segments creped and very ruffled; and 29-70, a 4 3/4" lavender with green cup and white midribs. 
23"- 4 3/4"- 2" - 1 1/2". The most beautiful flower in this color class we have seen anywhere. 

The Region 13 Meeting, sponsored by the Maxwell's of Olla, LA, followed the Region 6 event. We 
started early so as to tour the Tanner Garden at Cheneyville. Here we found Tanner's 69-49 now named 
SANDRA KATHERINE. This is a glamorous low growing flower with lavender influence, overlapping 
segments, green throat, veined, and nicely ruffled, 25 buds. 

We found Maxwell's garden at its peak bloom and the seedling patch filled with so many exciting 
things it was indeed difficult to pick the ONE seedling we liked best, so we just gave up and decided to go 
back in 1972 and take another look. Of those Bennie and Mattie Mae had registered, we liked ANDRA 
MILNER, a cream-pink blend with pale green cup blending into a large cream center and pink outer 
portions of the segments. The flower is creped, veined, nicely ruffled and opens flat. Dimensions: 36" - 7 
1/2" - 2 7/8" - 2"; MISSIE BEARDEN, a small-flowered lavender and cream bicolor, bright and cheerful, 
which we added to our "want" list; and PAN AMERICAN, a rose-pink with imposing dimensions: 30" - 7 
1/2" - 2 3/4" - 2". PAN AMERICAN has a large green throat, slight halo, is veined and ruffled. Segments 
are edged in cream. It's a spectacular flower and we want it, too. 

Here in Dallas, we saw the magnificent EDNA SPALDING MEMORIAL of MacMillan in the Norton 
garden. It's a 6" light greenish yellow on an 18" scape with veined and re-curved segments and extra 
special ruffling. Petals measured 2 3/4", sepals 1 3/4". 

In Mrs. E. E. Bryant's beautiful garden at Midwest City, Oklahoma, we were impressed with her INCA 
PRINCESS. As its name may suggest, INCA PRINCESS is a lovely, low growing rose red flower. It has a 
light green cup, the veined segments are slightly recurved making a perfectly round blossom. Dimensions: 
26" - 5" - 2" - 1 1/4". 

We have enjoyed growing Z. G. Benson's LITTLE PAPOOSE, a small-flowered red, for several years 
but we never realized how really glamorous it could be until we saw it in a huge clump in the Gentry 
Garden in Oklahoma City; and while in the Capitol of the Sooner State we also visited the fabulous small 
garden of Peggy Estes. Here we re-discovered MacMillan's indescribably beautiful HOPE DIAMOND 
being grown to perfection. This is a 4" light cream which opens flat and has superb ruffling. 

At the Birmingham Convention the Hems which impressed us most and broke down our last bastion of 
resistance to signing on the dotted line were in the Langdon Garden: HALLOWED VISION (Pittard) 

 



superb pink with green throat and very wide, rolled back segments. SEA WARRIOR (Pittard) 5 1/2" 
bronze with deep purplish eye and green cup and nice ruffling. 

LADY FINGERS (Peck), huge spidery yellow and pink blend with lots of green, excellent ruffling, voted 
Queen of the Birmingham Show. 

In the Hardy Garden, three cultivars by Ocie Whatley of St. Louis: JAKARTA, much has been said and 
written about this lovely creation. It is a flower of light yellow coloring with rounded overlapping segments 
and distinctive ruffling. BUDDHA, a very dark, flat-opening red with large green center, nothing we have 
ever seen is quite like it and it certainly drew a crowd. CHARBONIER, round, flat, wide-petaled light 
yellow with ruffling similar to EDNA SPALDING MEMORIAL. BUDDHA and CHARBONIER are children of 
JAKARTA. 

We hope they perform as well for us here in Dallas, come June. 
 

************************* 
 

A FAREWELL TO A LOT OF FUN 
 

Most Hem people we have come in contact with are unusually versatile. A little over two years ago 
Jean and I came in contact with a person known in daylily circles as an RVP. She needed help and we 
had some of the peculiar talents she needed to put out the Newsletter. We volunteered and had the time 
of our lives watching the Newsletter go to each one of the Region 6 members. We feel we know many 
more of you than we have been able to meet, but the labels addressed to each of you are contacts that 
we hope in time will be replaced by you at one or another of the Regional Meetings. Jean and I had a ball 
putting the Newsletter through the mechanics necessary to produce it. It was only a very small part of the 
whole but a time consuming one. Now it is over for us. Mr. Rodger Croker now takes over and we wish 
him a happy job. It is fun, but then if work can't be fun, what can? See you at the Regional Meeting. 
 Jean and Kenneth Wheeler 
 

************************* 
 
A credit card sometimes adds to the high cost of living, but more often to the cost of high living.  

 


