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VICE-PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 

1970 has drawn to a close and with several Winter months still ahead we can spend our time mulling 
over daylily catalogs, planning what we will add to our collection this year, looking at the slides we took 
last season, and feeling as though we can hardly wait for daylily season to come. 

We have just had one of the coldest spells here in Gulf Coast Texas that we have had in a long time. 
We had freezing rain, a little sleet, and one whole day that the thermometer went no higher than 30

o
 all 

day. Yesterday it started warming up and today it has been fairly nice. The daylilies look none the worse 
for the wear and unless we have something worse, I imagine they will come through without any great 
amount of damage. Daylilies can take it better than most any other type of plant. 

My Christmas was spent in Sacramento, California, with my son and his family. We had some cold 
weather out there, too. They have had a lot of snow in the mountains. 

Looking back I would like to register my bit on the plants which impressed me most last daylily season. 
Of those we saw in Atlanta I believe I liked JAKARTA (Whatley) best. I also liked SHADY LADY (Owen). 
JAKARTA was such a rich yellow with lovely green throat and excellent substance. SHADY LADY was a 
light yellow with a very showy dark eye. For those who like the little ones TOY TIME (Hardy) was 
impressive. It was a dark red-purple, well branched, and small flowered. NOVELTY NUMBER, another of 
Mrs. Hardy's proved interesting to me. It looked as if it could have had some of Mrs. Alexander's 
LAUGHING CLOWN in its background. BERTIE FERRIS (Winniford) is another small one, rich, deep 
melon, and a form exactly like a large daylily but very tiny. It is on my want list some of these days. A 
great number of Mr. MacMillan's daylilies have been well covered elsewhere in this Newsletter so I will not 
touch on those except to again say that his ROBERT WAY SCHLUMPF has been a joy to me in my own 
garden. 

If you are interested in doubles, you must make a trip to Mrs. Ben Wheeler's Daylily Nursery in 
Houston. She really has them, any type you want and a number of colors. Dollie also has a number of 
other outstanding daylilies. 

Mrs. Lucille Williamson who specializes in small daylilies had a number of very good ones this past 
season. A small purple one she had planned on naming Little Grapette was one of the best I saw there 
but she found the name already taken so will have to find another. 

Martin McMillan's RADIANT DAWN was quite lovely in my garden last year. Best wishes to all of you 
for a great 1971. 
  

 
Sincerely, 

 
 



 

I VOTE FOR THE MINIATURES 
Rodger N. Croker 

 
Like the statement phrased in that delightful musical OKLAHOMA, "I'd like to say a word for the 

farmer," I would like to say a word for the miniatures. 
Garden visiting is the most interesting aspect of daylilies, as far as I am concerned, but I find it most 

disappointing to visit a garden where the little ones are not grown or where only a few of the very old ones 
are grown. Receiving a catalog or daylily list is also disappointment epitomized when it is void of the 
miniature ones. 

The old classic miniatures still serve a rather important place in my garden. LILLIPUT, GOLDEN 
CHIMES, THUMBELINA, PINNOCHIO, and RINGLETS appear cheerfully each season to remind us that 
they were among the first. RINGLETS has probably figured more in the lineage of the modern miniature 
than any other, with such descendants as: LULA MAE PURNELL, RED MITTENS, BANTY, CURLS, 
MELON BALLS, LITTLE RAINBOW, TOYLAND, CUB SCOUT, BARON, and VADA PARKER. 

Possibly one reason for miniatures being slower to catch on is that for so many years the color range 
was basically limited to golds, yellows, and oranges, but today new varieties have appeared in almost 
every color to be found among their larger counterparts. To mention a few older ones that are excellent 
garden varieties, with a high bud count and many with reblooming qualities, one would have to mention 
CORKY, which is a bit tall, but just keeps blooming. Others are PLUM DANDY, a pretty, deep wine that 
adds a different note of color; DOLL DANCE, a long-blooming gold; TINY MISS, another gold that stands 
out; RUFFLED CUTIE, a yellow with that HORTENSIA style of ruffling; JENNY WREN, a brown with a 
wine halo that offers something different; and EGYPTIAN ELF, a henna color that is beautiful combined 
as a border with that new Pfitzer Canna, Stadt Fellbach. 

The top miniature grown in our garden is BITSY, which has bloomed 5 times for us the past two years 
and that is 12 or 15 scapes at a time each time. The reblooming quality exemplified here should be bred 
into other daylilies. 

Another newer one is BLACK PEARL (Knower). There may be another in this deep black maroon, but 
I have yet to see it. This dark beauty stays low and proves to be very sunfast. 

GINGER PEACHY (Lankart) is a newer one in an unusual gingered peach color with a red halo that 
may, in some gardens, exceed the miniature size. But it shows up everywhere I've seen it grown. 

To add that red color is RED MITTENS (Heinemann), a tiny red that grabs a special spot in your heart. 
INKSPOT (Walker) is another red in a slightly larger size that forms a pretty clump and performs well. 
BUMBLE BEE (Williamson) is low and a cream with a wine eye. RASPBERRY PIXIE (Williamson) is a 
lavender-raspberry that's making a hit with all who see it. 

LAVENDER BABY, LITTLE WART, CHOICE CHILD, and WANETTA are lavenders that add much in 
that color class, though green-throated purple WANETTA seems to take the lead in the beauty contest of 
this group. Ours is planted in a bed of mostly lavenders and purples and it takes visitors' eyes first. 

For the lover of the near whites, there is WHITE RUFFLES (Simon),a pretty form with a brief pale flush 
of pink on the near white flowers. KEITHIE (Garren) is a light cream that fits a special niche in the garden 
and quickly becomes a garden favorite. WINNING BABY (Williamson) is a floriferous lavender pink that 
multiplies rapidly and stays at a low height. 

So, there is a wide color range for one to select from to dress up that area around the base of a bird 
bath or in the rock garden, or even to use as a border in front of larger flowered varieties. 

********************** 
 
A father says his teenage son took an aptitude test. He was found to be suited to retirement. 
 

********************** 
 
An old-timer is a person who remembers when charity was a virtue, not an organization. 
  



 

REMINISCENT OF THE DALLAS BUS TOUR, JUNE 1970 
By J. D. Coppin 

 

Southern Living - November 1970, carried a story on F. D. R.'s Warm Springs Home. 
National Geographic - December 1970, enlightened us with "Old Salem-Morning Star of Moravian 

Faith." 
On December 11, 1970, UPI gave us a story, "Giant Wreath Hoisted Atop Stone Mountain" (Georgia): 

A Christmas wreath nine stories tall and containing a quarter-mile string of lights is being hoisted into 
place around the Stone Mountain Memorial carving of Confederate leaders. The wreath will be made up 
of more than 300 trees and the lighted words, "Peace on Earth" will crown it. 

Waco Tribune-Herald - January 1, 1971, revealed that Parke County, Indiana, revels in bridges. The 
county holds a Covered Bridge Festival each year to honor historic bridges - 36 covered bridges in the 
county. (At Callaway Gardens we crossed on a covered bridge to view the exotic plants in the greenhouse 
and to behold SHADY LADY, ATTA BOY, KING'S GRANT, AND CHAPPLE). 
 

1971 OFFICERS FOR BRAZOSPORT HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY 
 

President - Mr. J. P. Buettner, First Vice-President - Mrs. K. G. Wheeler, Second Vice-President - Mrs. 
Ed LaGasse, Secretary - Mrs. O. L. Walker, Treasurer -Mr. J. S. Scruggs. 
 

GARDEN RAMBLINGS 
by 

Mrs. Paul J. Offer 
 

In re-reading the Newsletter of July-August-September, 1970, I felt that I was one of the guilty ones in 
not sending in information on the wonderful garden visits Paul and I made this past season. Not only did 
we visit Region 6 gardens but some in other Regions, as well. 

In reviewing my notes, I find that in the lovely garden of Mrs. Gertrude Smith there were many 
outstanding specimens, mostly tetraploids. Gertrude has really gone in for them and gives a wonderful 
program on them. She gave this program for the San Antonio Daylily Society and also for the Shasta 
Garden Club and I heard many compliments. I saw a HEAVENLY HARP seedling (Bro. Charles 
Reckamp) which was gorgeous melon with four blooms and good branching, a NOAH'S ARC seedling 
(Bro. Charles Reckamp) which Gertrude said was one of the most fertile tetraploids. NORTHBROOK 
STAR (Fay) was a beautiful huge yellow - very fertile. LADY CYNTHIA (Fay) sets seed well and has 
perfect branching. SUE BOOTH (W. Quinn Buck) is a beautiful rust and yellow tetraploid. Gertrude is 
doing a lot of hybridizing with tetraploids and always plants the best cultivars in her garden. 

Paul and I went to see Bro. Charles Reckamp's garden in Techney, Illinois, this Summer. However, it 
was too early for blooms and he was on vacation. 

In Mrs. Paul A. (Margaret) Kane's garden I saw many lovely daylilies in bloom. MYRA HINSON 
(Whitten), a precious near white miniature was doing its bit. Several clumps put on a lovely show. It has 
good texture and short stems. LAVENDER BONANZA (MacMillan-Lankart) was lovely, too. 

In Pleasanton, Texas, we visited several gardens and particularly enjoyed the Daylily Show the Happy 
Time Daylily Society had. Their arrangements were lovely - one in particular was a “Circus Ring" made 
with LAUGHING CLOWN (Alexander). I have since received this addition to our garden. Mrs. H. G. 
Howard sent it to me. She certainly is doing a wonderful job as President of that Society. 

We visited the gardens of Gilbert H. Wild and Sons in Sarcoxie, Missouri, and saw many acres of 
daylilies in bloom. We saw them hybridizing daylilies and they had some beauties in the seedling beds. I 
especially liked WINNING WAYS, GERALDINE DEAN, HEMISFAIR, and hundreds of comparable ones. 

In Shreveport, Louisiana, we saw the Oriental Garden of Bill Stutson and enjoyed many lovely blooms 
such as PRAIRIE THISTLE (Stutson), DOCTOR ARMISTEAD (Stutson), CELESTIAL LIGHT (MacMillan), 
and many of his seedlings. 

Next time I must take more detailed notes as one forgets after having seen so much in one bloom 
season. We are working hard on our garden too as well as other members of the San Antonio 
Hemerocallis Society. We now have 295 named varieties - some "tetraploids" too. We have about 100 
seedlings which have not bloomed yet and can hardly wait for bloom season. We hope we won't be 
disappointed. 



 

 
PLEASANTON REPORTS 

By Mrs. R. D. Copeland 
 

The Happy Time Daylily Society have had a good year, meeting every month with a membership of 
21. Our Society is now being recognized by the city as they have asked us to assist in city beautification. 
Pleasanton has three entrances and we have been asked to take one of these as our project. 

We have planted daylilies at the school, courthouse, and a nice large bed at the fire house. Our plans 
are to set out more daylilies in the Spring. 

At our November meeting we had a slide show featuring daylilies taken in the gardens of our 
members. At our December meeting we had a covered-dish luncheon at the home of Mrs. Ruby Bryant, 
with Mrs. Fannie Miller as co-hostess. The home was beautifully decorated for the occasion. We 
exchanged daylilies as our Christmas gifts. Everyone had a good time. The January meeting will be 
installation of new officers. 
 

ANSWERS TO MRS. R. M. LEE, MAGNOLIA, TEXAS 
Edna Lankart 

 
1. About the change in seedlings, I have not found a real drastic change in them but most of the change 

comes when they are transplanted from the crowded seedling rows. If one shows any promise at all, I 
take it out of the seedling bed and give it a better spot in the yard. Very often it will improve the second 
bloom season. For one thing when given more space it may branch better and not be as tall. There 
are many cases where a bloom was lovely in the seedling patch but when given rich soil it was not 
nearly as good. Maybe we tend to be too good to them and over-feed them as this will often make the 
colors fade or melt and also make the blooms smaller. I refer especially to an oversupply of nitrogen 
which makes for beautiful plants but smaller blooms. In any event, the proliferation will always be the 
same as the parent in the same soils and under the same conditions. It is interesting to note that when 
we have a late freeze we will have more proliferations that season, depending upon fertility of soil and 
moisture which contribute to proliferations. In poor and dry soil, we have very few. 

 
2. In regard to a seedling being exactly like one parent, it is possible to get many that are similar but 

usually there are some distinguishable characteristics that will be different. Maybe a bloom will be 
practically the same but the chances of getting the scape the same height, bud count the same with 
texture and substance being equal, the chances are very slim. To many they may look the same but to 
one with experience in hybridizing they are different. I know many of you hybridizers have had a 
choice seedling that you feel is distinctive and one that has never been out of your garden but 
invariably you will have visitors who will look at it and say, "Oh, I have that one." I love garden visitors 
but those who tell me this are not my favorites. This is an expression that usually proves our lack of 
knowledge on the subject. 

 
3. In regard to planting on a mound, I'm afraid Mrs. Lee does not completely understand what we mean 

by this method of planting and I hope to find a picture showing how this is done. Actually we do make 
a mound but this mound is down in a hole where we have mixed the soil well. The top of this pointed 
mound is about an inch below the existing soil level. By spreading the roots over this pointed mound, 
the roots all point slightly downward and the crown can be firmed over the mound. Leaving air pockets 
under the crown with maybe roots doubled back under the crown will often cause crown rot. So you 
see we do not mean the mound is above the soil and the roots are down in the soil and not left near 
the top to bake in the Summer or freeze in the Winter. 

  



 

IMPRESSIONS OF THERE AND HERE 
By Betty L. Davis 

 
Has anyone ever asked you what daylily impressed you most in your garden visiting? Do you need to 

think? Please let me share some impressions with you of my visiting that you may enjoy this year when 
you accept the invitations from the ones mentioned, to come garden visiting. I witnessed a hybridizer‟s 
dream come true when I visited with Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Rupe of Bay City. The form they had been working 
for was found in #211-AC, a brown so tightly rolled and overlapping that the sepals and petals appear as 
one piece. What a lovely salmon pink was 302-AD. A heavy branched red with green throat is #71-AC. 
Ruffled and rolled is #217, a yellow that you go back to study just before saying, "I'll visit again soon." 

While you are in Bay City, Mrs. T. A. Walker has a shaded garden and really enjoys showing her 
daylilies to you. She has registered some famous ones; among them are the unbeatable INK SPOT, 
LITTLE RED THIMBLE, and HANDSOME LAD which will remain popular for many, many years. 

If you enjoy miniatures let us visit with Mr. and Mrs. A. T. Mann of Wharton. If you find one or several 
you simply must purchase you will find that others have had the same idea. I asked what their two best 
cultivars were and he replied, "the public has graciously accepted SCRAM GRAVY and SEAWILLOW." 
We grow all of their registered ones and we wish you did, also. 

I've been given the honor of writing an article on Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Early's yard in 1971. What fun 
this is going to be! Let me give you a preview of some: #68-Pi-22, a triangular creamy pink that is ruffled 
and heavy textured. Making a striking appearance was #69-GO-20, a dark gold with purple eye. I saw the 
one that is to be Mrs. Early's namesake. They have many, many more. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. R. Smith have been working for heavy branching and when you see #69-26, a ruffled 
dusty pink and #70-44, a pink blend you will see that their efforts have paid off. POCO VINO a wine with 
apple green throat was greatly admired by many visitors. 

The John Ramey's have named BABY JACK that has good branching. Here you may see some small 
flowers such as #3-28, an orchid pink and #2-68, a melon. They grow many of the latest introductions. 

Mrs. Wilma LaGasse chose for sheer lavender beauty WL69-109 and WL65-6, a mandarin red for 
branching. ROLLING TIDE (LaGasse-Denham) won a rosette this year. 

The F. W. Hall's have registered a few. I saw their LAKE JACKSON and SEABEE blooming. Since Mr. 
Hall is Slide Custodian he just might have a slide of their named ones for you to see if they aren't in bloom 
the day you visit. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Buettner have the welcome mat out and many seedlings for you to view. #67-J-3-4 
is a low growing ruffled near white and #67-J-441-1 is a huge triangular gold with strong scapes. John 
found the daylily to bear his name and will proudly show it to you. I believe it is an Unger-Wheeler 
registration. 

The H. O. Johnson's of League City have a garden we adore and always visit. Here you may see 
AUNTIE BAY, which is a rainbow blend of colors and BETTER THAN, a red which also is a ribbon winner 
in shows. 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin McMillan of Dallas pick suitable names such as SHEER MAGIC and 
INCREDIBLE. Their #212-66A, apricot melon and RADIANT DAWN impressed me. 

The U. G. Winnifords have many that were enjoyed at the Regional. BERTIE FERRIS I just had to 
have and admired were GREEN FLIGHT and SQUEAKY. 

For a country stroll, visit with us (Hyer's and Betty), Stanley's HT-1 is a light orange tetraploid that has 
persistent rebloom. Mother and I enjoy small flowers and miniatures and are proud of H-68, a ruffled 
yellow miniature, H69-1 is a small flower we are thinking of naming. It has proportionate branching and a 
different color. Many seedlings are growing and await your comments. 

It seems I've been impressed by garden visiting and I'm sure you will be, also. The most impressive 
daylily I've seen is 266-XIT (Rupe). It is a uniform, well proportioned purple that has several blooms open 
at one time and holds well in the sun. 

See you in someone's garden this bloom season. 
  



 

PHYSIOLOGY 
By 

Nancy Wood 
 

Recently scientific research has proved that plants as well as people react to TLC, "Tender Loving 
Care." One plant spoken to in sweet tones of love and appreciation developed and grew vigorously while 
another treated with disgust (in rough, unloving words) withered away and died. Now, I could have told 
them this years ago since my husband knew and practiced this to rid the place of plants he didn't like. He 
constantly nagged them with his dislike until they drooped and died. I soon learned if I wanted one to 
survive I must first convince him that he wanted it, also! Once when he said, "I don't like white flowers." I 
said, "White flowers make the yard appear cooler. On a hot sweltering day when you are sitting in air-
conditioned comfort, watching your ball games on TV, would you deprive the dogs (who have to stay out 
in the yard in the heat and stand guard) the cooling effect of white flowers blooming around?" Now, we 
have white flowers and someday may even have white daylilies. 

Once he killed a yellow Jasmine plant that lived at the corner of the yard. He did this by telling it how 
he felt about it being there every time he mowed around it. The poor thing finally had all it could take of his 
displeasure and it died. All my loving care could not make up to it for the mistreatment it received through 
his man-sized words since he spent more time mowing around it than I did admiring it. 

One night when trying to go to sleep, I started counting the weeds that I had pulled and destroyed that 
day. The thought of plant reaction came to me, how they tend to respond to words of love and hate. 
"This,” I said, “might work in reverse - on weeds." Why not? Just hate 'em and tell them so and keep on 
telling them "like it is." So I began my campaign with the following: 
 

LINES TO WEEDS AND PESTS 
 

Whatever to the weed was said? 
"You're welcome to my flowerbed" 
What caused the bugs to come and dine? 
On lovely yellow daylily wine? 
They say that flowers hear you speak, 
Even respond to love in Greek. 
Do critters have a listening ear? 
"If so, you slob, get out of here!" 
And weeds, listen to what I say 
I hate you more and more each day 
So die, you tacky ugly things, 
You lousy bugs and flying wings. 
You're trouble and I love you not 
And all the little "uns" you begot. 
I'm telling you just how I feel 
Lie down and die, you dirty deals. 
Now that I've said my hateful bit, 
Let's see how they respond to it! 

Nancy Wood 
 
The government is concerned about the population explosion - but it's also true that the population is 
concerned about the government explosion. 

********************** 
Ad in a Summer resort newspaper: "Wanted - two boys who know nothing about the minimum-wage law 
to mow and clip my lawn." 

********************** 
Any boy who is eager to mow the lawn is too young to. 

********************** 
Setting a good example for children takes all the joy out of middle age. 



 

  
NEWS FROM NACOGDOCHES 

By 
Mina Hill 

 
We have made a very good start on our new year with one new member. New officers were elected as 

follows: President - Mrs. Paul Stephens, First Vice-President -Mrs. Allen Moss, Second Vice-President - 
Mrs. Kyle Fitch, Secretary - Mrs. Norman Muckleroy, Treasurer - Mrs. V. C. Carr, and Reporter - Mrs. W. 
S. Gregory. 

Almost all of our members have planted new daylilies in their gardens this past Summer and Fall. One 
member planted sixty new daylilies. I planted twenty and hope to get several more this Spring. 

We are having beautiful weather for this time of year. Until the 18th of December I had daylilies 
blooming. I am looking forward to another lovely season of daylilies. 

********************** 
 

READ RED ROBIN REPORTS ON FAVORITES 
 

Dear Robins: In a note today, Miss Edna asked us to list daylilies we saw growing in our Region that 
made an impression on us and why. This is to furnish material for Mrs. Schlumpf to use in the Newsletter. 
Since it will take only a short time to do this I'll send it around and separate from the Robin. That way we 
can get it in to her early. 
Rodger N. Croker - Llano 
1. BITSY - Warner - A small yellow miniature that has everyone on its side because of its reblooming 

qualities. (For me it bloomed 5 times). 
2. TOM BOY - Branch - A dark raspberry that recurves. Its velvety finish literally glows across the 

garden. 
3. VIOLA PARKER - MacMillan - A huge rose, with a green throat that extends out into the petal and 

sepal area. This one is a real eye-catcher. 
4. ANTEBELLUM - Munson - A pale yellow with such wide petals that it looks unbelievable at a first 

glance. Showy! 
5. BLACK PEARL - Knowles - a blackish maroon, sunfast miniature that is different than anything else I 

have seen in a miniature. 
6. MILANESE - Munson - a huge coral tetraploid that was one that attracted my attention - a good 

garden variety in a clump. 
7. RED MITTENS - Heinemann - a small, low red miniature that must be seen in a clump, where it readily 

proves a winner. 
Foncine Hensley - Ore City 
1. WINNING WAYS - Wild - tall 32", wide overlapping petals that are long and rounded. Very ruffled - the 

most beautiful greenish yellow with small green throat - tops all yellows to my way of thinking. 
2. TWENTY THIRD PSALM - MacMillan - the most beautiful diploid yet seen. 30-36" tall - pale pink with 

rosy halo above a greenish yellow throat. 
3. DONCASTER - Claar-Parry - 26" vibrant 6" red, very heavy and velvety - very beautiful and 

sometimes has extra petals and sepals which only increase its effectiveness in the garden. 
4. BIG DEAL - Childs - about 28-34" tall - striking huge light red, erect scapes, very pleasing. 
5. VELVET GEM - Waltermire - 30-34" - another beautiful velvety red, well named. Large, deep, deep 

red. 
6. CHARLES STANDARD - Standard - 24-26" very beautiful deep rose pink, ruffled, has pleasing green 

throat, very wide petals with a flaring form. Color resembles ETHEL BAKER but it isn't as creped. 
7. L 24-647 - Lankart Seedling - 30-36" - a beautiful raspberry in the small flower class (3 1/2 to 4"). The 

flower is small for the tall plant but it was literally covered with flowers over a long period of time and 
the effect was most pleasing in the garden. You didn't notice the size of the flower because the 
profusion of bloom was outstanding. 

8. CASTILLION - Fischer - 24-26" huge gold that fairly glistens in the garden. Blooms late in the season. 
Plants very vigorous and low growing. 



 

 Mae Collie - Brownwood 
1. PEACEFULLNESS - Munson - about 28". It is a lovely creamy, rolled back light yellow, different, very 

ruffled 
2. PEACH PINWHEEL - Hall - Creamy pink melon - blooms over long period 
3. TWENTY THIRD PSALM - MacMillan - described above. 
4. EXALTED RULER - Hall - 32", huge 8" ruffled creamy coral - rose throat, wide petals heavy substance 

- repeats. 
5. VIOLA PARKER - MacMillan - described above, lovely flower. 
Pyrtle Garrison - Brownwood 
1. EXALTED RULER - Hall - described above - By far my best performer. 
2. PRAISE BE THINE - MacMillan - 26' peachy pink, rebloomed 
3. COLOR SPLASH - Spalding - 18" good performer - rebloomer, pink with a nice green throat. 
4. CLARENCE SIMON - MacMillan - 28" rebloomer and a must even if you don't like melons - It is 

different. 
5. EMPERORS ROBE - Fay - 28" gorgeous orchid rose blend. Excellent for use in hybridizing. 
6. RASPBERRY FRILLS - Williamson - Bright ruffled 24" raspberry. A very heavy bloomer with good 

increase. Visitors favorite, also. 
GlennaBelle Osborn - Clyde 

I hardly feel qualified to do this since I had the privilege of going "daylily" visiting but once this Summer 
- and I don't have any of the new higher-priced ones. However, these are bright in my memory: 

1. TWENTY THIRD PSALM - MacMillan - an ethereal breathtaking beauty. Pale pine with a deeper pink 
eye or halo. If I can get but one daylily next year this will be it. 

2. BITSY - Warner - dainty, heart-stealing miniature. Light, clear yellow. Excellent performer, reblooms. 
3. CHIPPER CHERRY - Hall - proves they don't have to be big to be beautiful. A clear, jewel-toned red in 

a medium size. Reblooms. 
4. MARIE BABIN - MacMillan - Huge, gorgeous shocker in deep cream with large, dark purplish eye. In 

reblooming class. 
5. LAVENDER BONANZA - MacMillan-Lankart - Lovely soft orchid-pink in a large, wide-petaled flower - 

Reblooms. 
6. RAVEN BEAUTY - Lankart - A dark, dark blackish-red with a velvety, sooty overlay, and a golden-

orange light burning in its heart. Reblooms. 
7. KING'S GRANT - Childs - A deep, rich, luscious melon. Large and wide-petaled. In the reblooming 

class. 
8. JUBILEE PINK - Spalding - A deep, pink, medium size flower, so lovely in clump. 
Marian E. Daniel - Abilene 
1. WINNING WAYS - Wild - 32" greenish yellow with green throat. Petals long and rounded that overlap - 

ruffled - good bloomer. 
2. TWENTY THIRD PSALM - MacMillan - 30-36" pale pink with rose halo and greenish yellow throat. 

Long bloom season. 
3. CLARENCE SIMON - MacMillan - 28" large melon self with green throat, pink blush, reblooms. 
4. MARIE BABIN - MacMillan - Huge bloom of deep cream with bold raspberry halo, eye-catcher - 

reblooms. 
5. SONG OF DAVID - MacMillan - 18" high, 5 1/2" bloom - light pink self, blooms early, also was one of 

the last to bloom in October. 
6. PRAISE BE THINE - MacMillan - 26" very large peachy pink with chartreuse throat - Long bloom 

season. 
Lois Blacklock - Hubbard 
1. BITSY - Warner - described above 
2. MARIE BABIN - MacMillan - described above 
3. TOM BOY - Branch - described above 
4. REBOUND - Pittard - 20" - 6" gold self. 
5. MUTED MELODY - Munson - For its large size and coloring 
6. MOON CREATURE - 1969 registration. It is different, recurved sort of spider effect. 
 



 

7. LOVELY AGAIN - Romine - 1970 - Reblooms and is tiny. 
8. APPLEMELON - Kieferle (as is MOON CREATURE) - name reserved. Beautiful coloring of ripe apple. 

About 4 or 4 1/2" flower. 
Thresa Holmes - Clyde 

Most of the Hems I have listed have already been described and I have not grown them, just enjoyed 
them in other gardens. 

1. BITSY - Warner 
2. LITTLE WART - Spalding - Small light purple with green throat - a real cutie. 
3. RED MITTENS - Heinemann 
4. RASPBERRY FRILLS - Williamson 
5. JUBILEE PINK - Spalding. 
6. RAVEN BEAUTY - Lankart 
7. CHIPPER CHERRY - Hall - I love those reds. 
Christine Short - Abilene 

Lucille Warner's tetraploid seedlings made a big impression as tetraploids were new to me and I did 
not know they could be so ruffled or have borders of darker colors or come in so many lovely colors. 
Lucille's enthusiasm, friendliness, and patience in explaining the tetraploids was a delightful 
experience I shall never forget. 

1. 7-120 - Warner seedling - A large ruffled rose with darker rose edge. 
2. VIOLA PARKER - MacMillan - A striking huge rose with a green throat. 
3. MOMENT OF TRUTH - MacMillan - A near white with the greenest throat I've seen and lovely to look 

at - some ruffles, too. 
4. WINNING WAYS - Hall - The wide ruffled petals and the greenish yellow color are most appealing. 
5. CLARENCE SIMON - MacMillan - A large melon, the prettiest thing I grow. 

********************** 
 

REPORT FROM THE AUSTIN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY 
 

We are proud to announce that one of our members, Mrs. Oliver P. Harris, of Taylor, Texas, has won 
the Mabel Yaste Silver Bowl for 1970. The theme of our show was "Horoscope of Hems" and her entry 
was Scorpio - The Scorpion. 

The date of our annual show for next Spring is June 5, 1971. It will be held at the Austin Area Garden 
Center. We have not yet decided on a theme for the show. Mrs. Guy D. Gates, whose seedling won the 
silver bowl at our local flower show last Spring has registered it under the name of JOLLYVILLE ROSE. 

Our group installed new officers at our annual Christmas party at the home of Mr. and Mrs. C. G. 
Reeves. Officers are as follows: 

President - Mr. B. F. Ater, First Vice-President - Mrs. John F. Lanier, Second Vice-President - Mrs. J. 
L. Fomby, Third Vice-President - Dr. C. W. Hall, Secretary - Mrs. C. G. Reeves, Treasurer - Mrs. 
Arthur J. Edwards, and Parliamentarian - Dr. H. C. Kilpatrick 

 
IN MEMORIAM 

 
Sympathy is expressed to Mrs. J. C. Reynolds in the loss of her husband on September 28th; to Mr. 

Paul H. Reichert in the death of his wife, Elta, on December 1, 1970; to the family of Mrs. Fey McClintock 
who expired on December 10, 1970. 

Mrs. Paul H. Reichert was quite an ardent daylily fan and a former Vice-President of Central Texas 
Hemerocallis Society. 

Mrs. Fey McClintock was a member of Central Texas Hemerocallis Society and several other garden 
clubs, was a life judge of landscapes and flowers of Central Texas Judges Council, was a board member 
of Texas Garden Clubs, Inc., and did publicity for Waco Council of Garden Clubs. 
  



 

SHARED LETTERS 
 

Edna Lankart shares with us portions of letters received from daylily friends. 
 

Mrs. R. M. Lee - Magnolia, Texas writes, "I think it would be rewarding for our Texas hybridizers to be 
mentioned more often. I do not get to attend Regional Meetings or visit many of the large gardens but 
would like to tell about some Texas daylilies I grow. I used to visit the Russell Gardens nearby and 
recently visited the Harrison and Wheeler Daylily Gardens in Houston. I do grow many from other 
hybridizers in Texas and prefer them to many of the highly touted „furrin‟ daylilies. 

“My soil is sandy and I must constantly add organic material to it. I have stopped using commercial 
fertilizer and only had two cases of crown rot since, but no one has had as much in this area as two years 
ago.” 

"I've tried to grow all the Texas daylilies I could afford and while they are not the latest and most 
expensive they are superb and have good garden value. Mrs. Wheeler has so many beautiful daylilies - I 
would love them all and Mrs. Harrison also has many beauties but a favorite is RUFFLED HEIRESS, a 
clear, ruffled, yellow that is wax-like and has a green throat. Mrs. Wheeler has a numbered seedling from 
BIG MAMOU that is so large and rich in colors of brown, red, and orange that at first you think „I don't 
believe it‟." 

"Maggie Sheffield's BOLD MAGICIAN and MARIA ADOLIA are both lovely - the first being a large 
creamy yellow blend with light tan eye and green throat. The latter is a low growing large peach pink. 
GOLDEN LINDA and GOLDEN TESSE are both really good bright golds from Hughes Garden. Mr. 
Hughes is noted for these brilliant golds that can be seen for blocks. Many of the Russell daylilies are 
among my favorites. What could top the very large bright red GEORGE RUSSELL in a well grown clump 
and BLACK HORSE, a deeper red is a beauty. I have a clump of CREAM GIANT planted by RAVEN 
BEAUTY (both Lankart) and they are spectacular together. CREAM GIANT is so robust and vigorous and 
the huge pale cream blooms are perfection. The very dark sunfast RAVEN BEAUTY also makes a show. 
These are my favorites from the Lankart Gardens. I love BRAZOS BLOND (Lankart). It is so pale and 
lovely and also BRAZOS SPLENDOR (Lankart), a brilliant red and wonder why they are relatively 
unknown. - Quote from Edna Lankart, „This proves a point I have always contended - These daylilies were 
introduced at a low price since they multiplied fast so they did not sell well. Folks are funny - they 
complain of high prices yet will not buy one that was not introduced at a high price‟." 

"I can't Imagine a daylily garden without LAVENDER BONANZA (MacMillan-Lankart). It grows like 
crazy and is so beautiful, a large lavender pink. I think each year the flowers can't top last year's size and 
quality, but they do. (Edna, this is also a wonderful parent for those who wish to hybridize and I have 
never known it to rot)." 

"I figure that any daylily that does well in my poor sandy soil will flourish in a garbage dump. I hope 
others will grow these lovely daylilies - all are in the modest price range and perform beautifully. I use 
Pansies, Anemones, and Ranunculus with my daylilies for Spring beauty. I have tried other flowers but 
they seem to crowd them.” 

"I do all of my yard work since I lost my son last year. My daylilies helped me a lot during this period of 
grief." 
 

Mr. Anel Unger, Houston, Texas writes, "My KAY HUGHES (light cream, flushed pink) is in the 
background of about 80% of my seedlings. It has PRESIDENT GILES in it and when crossed with 
PRAIRIE THISTLE (lavender) I have never failed to get keepers in shades of pink, lavender rose, and 
even purple. Using EMPERORS ROBE extensively in breeding, I have some beauties. I have about 16 
seedlings I hope to treat and not a cream in the bunch, two purple, two reds, etc. A cross of (LAVENDER 
FLIGHT x PLUM LINE) x EMPERORS ROBE gave me my MPE 7-244, an orchid rose which I think far 
prettier than EMPERORS ROBE. 

********************** 
Jim Terry - Hattiesburg, Mississippi comments on daylight saving time. "Personally I hate it - it merely 

takes away from me the little time I formerly had in the mornings. Heretofore in the Spring and Summer I 
have risen at 5 a.m. daily, which gives me approximately an hour of work outside before leaving for work. 
This made it possible just before 8 a.m. to make any pictures I wanted to take, also make a few crosses. 



 

Now, if I arose at 5 a.m. it would really be 4 a.m. and black as midnight outside so I sleep until 6 a.m. and 
I am left with no free time to work outside at all - it is too early to take pictures, the daylily pollen is not 
ripe, and some varieties are not even wide open that early. This means my hybridizing is limited to the 
weekends only - not that it matters, for I need more seedlings just about as much as I need another hole 
in the head! 

(Jim's comments on tetraploids a few years back and still true, I feel.) “With the tetraploids having 
twice as many chromosomes, the inference naturally is that you have many times more chance of getting 
something good from a tetraploid as a diploid. Has it occurred to anyone but myself that YOU ALSO GET 
MANY TIMES MORE CHANCE OF GETTING SOMETHING BAD? It isn't how many sets of 
chromosomes are involved in the crosses, but what is behind these chromosomes in the ancestry. It 
would seem from the writings of the tetraploid „pushers‟ that all tetraploid seedlings are good. It simply 
isn't so! Many tetraploid seedlings are good but in the same patch that produced that good one, you will 
find many times more „dogs‟ than you will find in a diploid patch." 

Comments from Edna - Jim, it looks like Uncle Sam is really trying to make daylily hybridizing a hobby 
for the Social Security set or those wealthy enough to retire at an early age or those with a night job. I just 
can't imagine life without spending the morning hybridizing and taking pictures of my daylilies and I'm not 
saying which of the above three categories I fall under as actually none completely apply to me - I'm 
retired but not wealthy. 

There must be some mental telepathy going on in our Region as in the last Newsletter I complained 
that none of our members were commenting on Region 6 tours and daylilies and along comes three 
excellent commentaries from our RVP, Mildred Schlumpf; Martin McMillan; and Rodger Croker. Believe 
me, after you have made some contribution to the Region and AHS you feel more a part of it so lets hear 
from more of you out there. 

********************** 
 

ATTENTION ALL AWARDS & HONORS JUDGES! I know all of our readers would like to know the 
favorites of our Awards & Honors Judges. I have limited this to them because it is their duty to visit 
gardens and evaluate daylilies. In the National POPULARITY POLL, 110 members of our Region voted 
with the following being the seven top favorites: CLARENCE SIMON, RENEE, GREEN FLUTTER, LIME 
PAINTED LADY, JAKE RUSSELL, BITSY, and ANNIE WELCH. These are the favorites of the general 
membership of Region 6. I would like to see how the votes for favorites of our Awards & Honors Judges 
would compare. If each will drop me a card or letter and tell me what your three favorites were in 1970, I 
will be glad to publish the results as we have enough judges to make it interesting if all will reply. At first I 
thought to limit it to the one favorite but thought this a bit mean and also two seemed a little miserly so 
have made it three to give you a little more choice. This need not be one you grow but limit it to those you 
have seen in an established clump. It need not be limited to the latest varieties or the most expensive so 
do not let this govern your choice. I hope you will all sit right down and give this some thought - send your 
three favorites to Edna Lankart, Rt. 4, Cherokee Trail, Tyler, Texas 75701. 

********************** 
 

LUFKIN REPORTS 
By 

Mrs. Truman Largent 
 

We had rather a bad season in 1970. The blooms were small due to the dry weather. After it started 
raining they began to improve and we had quite a bit of late bloom. Several of us lost some of our daylilies 
from dry rot I suppose. 

Our club went on a two-day Pilgrimage over in Louisiana during bloom season. We saw some 
beautiful daylilies there. We went to Mr. Bill Stutson's, Clyde Hydes', Mrs. Otto Barron's, Ethel Baker's, 
Mrs. Tom Rhome's, and Mr. Tanner's gardens. They were having more rain than we were and their 
gardens were lovely. 

Our new President for 1971 is Mrs. R. W. Riley, 1803 Ellis Ave, Lufkin. I am looking forward to the next 
Newsletter. This has been a short year since our gardens were not up to par. 

We are working on a new display bed at the Angelina Mall, a new shopping center. 
 



 

EXCERPTS FROM FIRST MINIATURE AND DWARF ROBIN 
Betty L. Davis 

 
RED MITTENS is certainly one of the top reds to date. WEE WILLIAM MULLIS really sounds 

adorable. CHILDREN'S PRAYER is such an adorable name. KEITHIE is one of my favorites. HONEY 
DOLL is a true mini. TINY BUBBLES really looks like tiny bubbles. Lula Mae Purnell 
 

SAHARA SONG was really breath-taking. BITSY, ANGEL, SNOOPY, LITTLE WART, and ZANGY 
really put on a show of blooms. Mattie Mae Berry 
 

BORDER SPECIAL is one of the most consistent low ones I know. BEAUTY MEDLEY, is a great 
apricot pink double. I wish we had more miniatures that do as well as LITTLE WART.  
 John David Miller 
 

BRASS BUTTONS is a darling true miniature. WEE WILLIAM MULLIS is outstanding and different. 
CHILDREN'S PRAYER is one of the finest small flowers I grow. SARALOU MERRELL is a lovely border 
plant and reblooms. RED MITTENS performs well. WINNING BABY puts on a good show. LITTLE 
CAMEO is a fine miniature. Mrs. Benton Thomas 
 

BURGUNDY BOY is one of the best small flowered daylilies in my yard. I've started a "friendship bed" 
and would like a plant of LULA MAE PURNELL, also MATTIE MAE BERRY. GUARDIAN ANGEL is a 
good near white. Mrs. Marvin Garren 
 

A few I've added to my collection: CHRISTOPHER ROBIN, RUFFLED CUTIE, GREEN FLUTTER, 
BITSY, and LITTLE DOVE. TOM BOY was so pretty. DOLL DANCE surely bloomed well. KEITHIE has 
done grand and LULA MAE PURNELL is one of the very best. Mrs. A. C. Park 
 

LULA MAE PURNELL has behaved perfectly. MATTIE MAE BERRY and AUNTIE BAY bloomed 
profusely. KEITHIE just outdoes "himself" on performance. LITTLE WART, MYRA HINSON, INK SPOT, 
SHEER MAGIC, and LUXURY LACE are hard to beat for performance. A must have for each of you is 
BERTIE FERRIS. Miss Betty L. Davis 

********************** 
 

REGIONAL MEETING - REGION 13 
 

Maxwell's Garden will host the Region 13 Meeting in 1971. Activities will include a barbeque luncheon; 
daylily drawing; gifts; and guest speaker. Send Registration Fee of $7.50 per person to: Maxwell's 
Garden, Olla, LA 71465. We are advised that motel accommodations are nearby. Motel reservations 
should be made direct. 

********************** 
 

AUSTIN CALLS FOR GUEST PLANTS 
 

Mr. Bill Ater reports that the guest beds can still use more plants for the 1972 Region 6 Meeting in 
Austin. They have received several generous shipments of guest plants earlier last Fall, yet they have 
room for more. He states that they will welcome plants in the Spring as well as the Fall because they want 
every hybridizer to be able to exhibit their plants. 

Tour gardens promise to be in fine condition for 1972 with many new plants added and in a wide range 
of color. Begin now to think about coming to Austin the first weekend in June 1972 for the Region 6 
Meeting. 

 



 

MEXIA GARDEN CLUB PLANTING DAYLILIES 
By J. D. Coppin 

 
Mexia Garden Club with nine members affiliated with Central Texas Hemerocallis Society is planting a 

second daylily garden at the Gibbs Memorial Library in Mexia. Their goal is at least 300 varieties. (Is 
variety the proper word?) 

Mrs. Claude Gore, President of Central Texas Hemerocallis Society and a resident of Mexia, is 
directing some Junior Gardeners (ages 8-9) at Forest Glade School to plant a daylily bed in front of the 
Forest Glade School, Mexia. 

********************** 
 

HEM LINES 
 

You remember that in the last Newsletter we announced the start of a new column? Well, Mr. Marshall 
Wheeler of Austin suggested that in view of the present-day controversy over the Mini, Midi, and Maxi, he 
thought the above title would be appropriate. We agreed so this will be the first issue. Don't forget to send 
in your short paragraphs on interesting items. Editor 
 

When REGAL AIR first came out in Wild's catalog, I fell in love with it and ordered it immediately. I had 
used it in numerous crosses but never got its best until used with FABULOUS FAVORITE of Lankart. 
From this cross I have gotten early, blue-reds and some very interesting purples. I plan to register several 
of these seedlings, as many Hem lovers came back several times to see the unusual colors and quality of 
this cross. 

Incidentally, Edna's SOUTH SEA CORAL is a wonderful addition to anyone's garden. The color is truly 
coral and is very showy. My sweet little BERTIE FERRIS is multiplying very fast and as Fall moves in, I 
find myself impatient for our next bloom season. Loree Meagher 

********************** 
If your garden is known to have snails or slugs, checks should be made frequently this Winter to 

determine if they are eating on daylily clumps. If the weather is warm during the Winter, they continue to 
devour plants the same as they are known to do during the regular growing season. Being Winter 
gardeners are likely to grow careless, only to find in the Spring that the crowns have been eaten up on 
daylily clumps, which can prevent blooming or even kill newly started plants. 

Deciduous plants are much more likely to be affected than evergreen varieties, since the foliage is 
young and tender at this time of year. Rodger N. Croker 

********************** 
This information is from "Mulching with Newspapers Is Here to Stay!" by Maurice Franz in Organic 

Gardening. Since newspapers make up a large part of our garbage which is becoming an ever increasing 
problem it was suggested that we use them for mulching. They are readily incorporated into the soil, 
thereby adding humus and they are certainly a cheap form of mulch. Some of the ways others have used 
them are as follows: 

1. Laying them out in varying thicknesses of unfolded sheets, leaving space for rows or planting in 
holes punched through the paper. 

2. Shredding or tearing the sheets into a fine aggregate which can be easily handled in beds and 
borders, also around trees and shrubs. 

3. Using them as a liner under materials to conserve moisture. 
4. Burying them with the family garbage in selected areas after tearing them into very small 

fragments. 
5. Converting them into a highly mobile, flowing slurry by combining them with water in a pulping 

machine. 
If layered in 5-6 thicknesses and lightly covered with soil they help to keep the weeds down and 
conserve moisture as well as returning humus to the soil. Editor 



 

PERFORMANCE OF LITTLE CHERUM 
 

Rebloom in November after a wonderful Spring performance - On November 24, 1970, the 
temperature dropped to 24

o
. On November 29, 1970, there were three beautiful blossoms at one time. 

********************** 
MISTAKES WILL HAPPEN - But why must you give them so much help? 
 
Every man should keep a fair-sized cemetery in which to bury the faults of his friends. 
 Henry Ward Beecher 
Fall down ten times, pick yourself up eleven. - Japanese Proverb 
 
DIET: A short period of starvation preceding a gain of five or ten pounds 
 
Never give up a man until he has failed at something he likes. Lewis E. Lawes 

********************** 
 

GIBBERELLINS FOR HEMEROCALLIS? 
by 

John Buettner - Scientific Committee 
 

A couple of years ago, when I first offered to Mr. McMillan the undertaking of the job of providing a 
little scientific comment in these Regional Newsletters, I also inserted into the current Newsletter a 
request for ideas or topics that the members would be interested in. The only reply that I received was 
from a lovely lady from the Port Arthur area who thanked me for writing the notes and asked a general 
question about the function of gibberellic acid in plant growth. 

She has not gotten an answer to her question yet, and may not now, but we'll have a go at it anyway. 
The delay is due to the fact that I know nothing about the subject under consideration but since that hasn't 
stopped me before, there is no reason to delay further. Actually, from perusing past issues of our Society's 
Journals, the few comments on this subject have been led by Miss Dorothy French of Houston. In the 
Yearbook issue of 1962 she mentions success in using it as a growth stimulant for newly transplanted 
plants and small seedlings. She obtained noticeable improvement in flower quality without increase in 
scape height. In the last issue of 1968, she mentions practically the same type of improvements - 
achieving larger blooms with more intense coloration, but this time at the cost of additional scape height. I 
have been meaning to discuss her experiences with Miss French before writing this but for a variety of 
reasons, all of them poor, have not done so. 

On a somewhat unrelated application, about the same time as the first article cited above, Fred 
Benzinger, who was already working with tetraploids, used gibberelin on some newly-divided plants of the 
tetraploid, CAPTAIN REID, and obtained rapid multiplication of the small fans from that point on. This is 
the only effect he mentions, and it is interesting that this is something Miss French specifically states she 
did not observe. But this is probably not as contradictory as it might at first seem. 

Let me say first that the gibberellins, like chlorophylls, are a class of compounds, not just one. So they 
probably serve differing functions in plant growth. Gibberelic acid is only one of these; a recent article I 
glanced through listed seven different gibberellins. While most of the literature talks of these chemicals as 
growth "stimulators," a more proper term for their function perhaps should be growth "regulators.” And the 
study of just how this regulation is accomplished is proceeding very actively now. 

The most well-known and studied function of the gibberellins is in the area of scape growth and 
formation, which they do greatly enhance, as Miss French points out. They also do play a role in the rate 
of cell division, probably by having an effect on the strength of the cell walls and thus on the size that a 
cell may attain before it begins to divide. I am not sure whether this is the same thing as saying that they 
will increase the rate of multiplication of plants; I think so. At any rate, the chemicals do have an effect on 
the growing and dividing cells. 

Work has been done with gibberellins and their effect on flower formation. It has been proven that 
plants which will normally not flower unless they receive a certain amount of cold weather or long days 
(sunshine) can, by treatment with known, carefully controlled gibberelin solutions, be made to bloom 



 

profusely even though they have not gotten the normal cold weather or sunshine that they require. Thus 
the chemical is providing the same properties that the other exterior factors normally do toward the 
formation of flowers in the plant. 

In general, then, I think it may be stated that the gibberellins do have an effect on growth phenomena 
in plants. This would include seed germination and fertility. As far as I am aware, no one has performed 
any conclusive experiments on Hemerocallis, so whether these compounds would improve seed set on 
tetraploids or render previously infertile varieties able to set seed, I do not know. There can be little doubt, 
however, that this class of chemicals does have definite and predictable effects on the growth behavior of 
the plants on which they have been tested. As the information about them increases and becomes more 
specific, commercial products which will perform some of these tasks will no doubt become available and 
we will have a new weapon at our disposal in the study and enjoyment of Hems. 

********************** 
 

NEW MEMBERS FOR REGION 6 
  

Since the last Newsletter we have acquired more new members in our Region. Once again I ask you 
to check these names and addresses and if you find any of them near you give them a call or drop them a 
note and make them feel welcome. As your RVP, I offer any assistance I am able to give and I welcome 
you to our Region 6. 
  
Mrs. Jack Bradley 
5533 Odessa Ave. 
Fort Worth, Texas 76133 
Mrs. C. A. Brandes 
P. O. Box 168 
Telferner, Texas 77988 
Mr. Jerome Broussard 
Box 844 
Deweyville, Texas 77614 
Mrs. Agnes Davis 
2800 - 6th St. 
Port Arthur, Texas 77640 
Mrs. Thornwell Kleb 
Rt. 1, Box 182 
Spring, Texas77373 

Mrs. W.B. Lindsey 
Box 87 
Arlington, Texas 76010 
Mrs. J. J. Longmoor 
Rosebud, Texas 76570 
Mrs. E. E. Maxey 
Rt. 2, Box 144 
Bronson, Tex. 75930 
Mr. R. L. Morgan 
2905 Tangiers 
Dallas, Texas 75211 
Mrs. W. W. Morton 
Box 66 
Roby, Texas 79543 
 

Mr. W. W. Perry 
3220 Redwood Dr. 
Beaumont, Texas 77703 
Mrs. George M. Redus 
602 Mockingbird Lane, Colonial Oaks 
Devine, Texas 78016 
Mr. Herbert C. Root 
1155 Butler Road 
Vidor, Texas 77662 
Mrs. Kedron Stephens 
721 S. 5th St. 
Memphis, Texas 79245 

 
********************** 

 
A POINT OF INTEREST TO REGION 6 MEMBERS 

 
Recently along with the list of new members for Region 6, Mrs. Molly Wheeler sent the tabulation of 

members by Regions. We can be proud that Texas has the largest membership of all Regions. List 
follows: 

 
Region - 1 - 118 Region - 9 -   38 
 “ - 2 - 399 “ - 10 - 178 
 “ - 3 - 271 " - 11 - 298 
 " - 4 - 237 “ - 12 - 357 
 “ - 5 - 389 “ - 13 - 332 
 “ - 6 - 606 “ - 14 - 464 
 “ - 7 - 69 “ - 15 - 244 
 “ - 8 - 14 Foreign - 66 

 



 

THE HYBRIDIZER'S PROBLEM IS PEOPLE 
 

An address by Dr. John R. Lambert Jr. at the Region 4 Meeting, July 1970 
Borrowed from the Region 4 Newsletter 

 
We live in an age when problems beset all of us, and from all sides, and it is inevitable therefore, that 

daylily hybridizers share the frustrations and anxieties of the rest of mankind. But in all truth, it is not the 
things of human or natural creation that are the source of our malaise - the problem is not one of things 
but of us. 

The daylily hybridizer who would preserve some measure of civility, not to say sanity, would do well to 
remember this. Frankly, there are few "annoying daylilies." Badly grown, many do not perform well, but 
this is the consequence of human neglect not innate clonal mischief. 

The scape outstretched across the garden path is not the deliberate effort of a cultivar to trip the 
garden visitor, rather, it is patent failure by its grower, first, to nourish the plant properly, and second, to 
rectify such neglect by using a well-placed garden stake. 

No, the hybridizer's chief problem is people, and if some inner compulsion or outer necessity forces 
him to assume chief responsibility for registering, promoting, and introducing his creations into the 
channels of commerce, then indeed does he become heir to all the perils of the flesh. There is much to be 
said for the traditional "Ivory Tower" but few scientists and even fewer artists can afford the luxury of 
working and living in one nowadays. If nothing else, the Internal Revenue Service forces the creative 
person to attempt, at least, to capitalize on his creativity. To create a flower of beauty is not difficult - any 
hybridizer, even the novice, can find something in his seedling patch blooming for the first time that 
elevates his spirit and makes glad his heart. This is the joy of hybridizing, without which no breeder, be 
their approach scientific or artistic, could long endure the drudgery of record-keeping plus the sheer 
physical exhaustion of trying to grow anything without dependable garden help. 

But the hybridizer who is also under the compulsion of promoting and selling his creations operates 
under an additional set of limitations. In the so-called "Market Place" alas, there are people, and not all of 
them are full-to-overflowing with the milk of human kindness. Sooner, or later every hybridizer runs into 
assorted manifestations of the Seven Deadly Sins, ranging from the Pride of his chief rivals through the 
Covetousness of the Hem-collector; the Lust of -  well, let's not get into that! - the Anger of his family; 
bereft of privacy by garden visitors; the Gluttony of dealers, eager to include every newly registered clone 
in their next mimeographed list; the Envy of those who garner fewer honors from Awards and Honors 
Judges; and the Sloth of sluggish Hem-fanciers who drop in, unannounced, at lunch time and linger on 
until they get a two-hour guided tour in hottest sun. 

Now the non-commercial hybridizer can clothe himself in righteousness and make a frontal assault on 
these purveyors of venality and corruption. Doing so gives one a reputation (of sorts) and there must be 
some sort of satisfaction in knowing that, like God, one has forced sinful man out of one's own particular 
Garden of Eden. 

BUT God alone can protect the hybridizer-gone commercial who chases the "Moneychangers" out of 
his temple of trade! For these poor souls operate upon a different Biblical injunction - that of "suffering 
fools gladly." 

In truth, this is more easily said than done. Esthetic taste does differ, and nothing is more highly 
personal than an individual's response to color. Daylilies by their very nature are not of one color, but a 
series of color overlays. It follows, therefore, that one can see in them almost any color the individual eye 
is attuned to. If a garden visitor looks at red Hems through rose-colored glasses, well and good; but what 
do you do about the one who looks at everything through a film of mud? 

No less vexation it the response to form, texture, and substance. Some people, quite literally, seem 
unable to see any variety that isn't eight inches across with three inch segments, while others respond 
only to the miniatures. There are those who are put into orbit by crepe-textured, heavily-ruffled blooms, 
and those who like all Hems so long as the texture is like diamond-dusted, homogenized Yogurt. Worst of 
all are those who don't really like anything until some self-appointed critic tells them what they ought to 
like. Usually loudly enough to be heard by everyone over the ruffling pages of the inevitable garden 
notebooks and most especially, loudly enough to carry down into the innermost ear of the hapless 
hybridizer himself. Caught in such assorted cross fires, the latter - if he is smart - assumes the inane look 



 

of a baby suffering from acute gas pains! 
Small comfort, however, when the visitor, or visitors insist upon telling the hybridizer in commerce how 

to "do his thing." He can be persuaded to introduce what his clientele wants to buy, and often is, even 
though he may privately find their choices esthetically anathema. But must he publicly agree with them? 
And what happens when they disagree with each other, which they usually do? What does the breeder do 
or say when they are told simultaneously that a seedling being tested is both "unworthy" of him and his 
"finest flower?" We personally use diversionary tactics. During bloom season we have, in succession, a 
row of red Raspberry bushes, a Plum tree, a Peach tree, and a large Crabapple; and when the going gets 
rough we make a bee-line for the nearest source of self-picked fruit! 

Even so, the garden-visiting season for Hem-fanciers is a long one; and after dawn-to-dark visitations 
extending over six to eight weeks, most hybridizers are ready to throw in the compost pile all non-pod-
bearing scapes. 

Yes, the daylily is indeed our "favorite flower" although it is some comfort to recall the classic word of 
one of Raleigh's famous grand-dams, "I love to have my grandchildren visit me," she once remarked, "but 
the joy of seeing their rosy faces, when they first come to stay with us, is matched only by the joy of 
seeing their rosy bottoms as they depart!" 

********************** 
 

NEW SUBSCRIBERS AND RENEWALS TO THE NEWSLETTER 
 
Austin 
Marshall R. Wheeler 
Beaumont 
Mrs. W. W. Perry 
Belton 
Edgar Allamon 
Cleburne 
Mr. Pat Galbraith 
Clyde 
Mrs. J. T. Holmes 
Corpus Christi 
Mrs. B. H. Westervelt 
Dallas 
Mrs. M. F. Berry 
Denton 
Mr. Rudolph Fuchs 
Garrison 
Mrs. B. F. Tyler 
Gilmer 
Mrs. John M. Hill 
Houston 
Mrs. Charles B. Richardson 
Mrs. Mildred Kroulik 
Kountze 
Mrs. H. A. Coe 
LaGrange 
Mrs. Roland Froehlich 
Llano 
Rodger N. Croker 

Lubbock 
Mrs. E. J. Exum 
Lufkin 
Mrs. Jack Scott 
Mrs. R. S. Roebuck 
Mrs. R. W. Riley 
Mrs. A. G. Colburn, Sr. 
Mrs. R. C. Hopson 
Mrs. Truman Largent 
Mrs. Hub Trevathan 
Mrs. Homer Duncan 
Mrs. Jack Kennedy 
Mrs. R. G. Scott 
Mrs. Jesse O'Quinn 
Mrs. Ben Vaughn 
Mansfield 
Hughes Gardens 
Mexia 
Mrs. Claude Gore, 
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Taylor 
Orange 
M. S. Murchison 
Mrs. Wm. P. White 
Port Arthur 
Mrs. K. W. Schulze 
Riesel 
Mrs. Ella Leudke 
Richmond 
Mrs. Thomas A. Carr 

Roby 
Mrs. W. W. Morton 
Silsbee 
Mrs. Geo. C. Marshall 
Sweeny 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Hyer 
Miss Betty L. Davis 
Temple 
Mrs. Walter A. Walton 
Tyler 
Edna Lankart 
Waco 
Mrs. John I. Cowell 
Mr.& Mrs. Q. Perry Potts 
Mrs. A. B. Alexander 
Mrs. T. Frank Davis 
Mrs. Joe W. Lewis 
Mrs. F. A. Waldrop 
Mrs. Ruby Martin 
Mrs. T. V. Compton 
Mrs. W. L. Johnson 
F. D. Coppin 
Mr. Paul H. Reichert 
Mrs. James E. Fitts 
Cairo, West Virginia 
Rev. Marvin Miller 
Welch, Louisiana 
Mrs. Beyel Demarest 

  
********************** 

 
CORRECTION - The paragraph printed in the last Newsletter entitled DESIDERATA was loaned to me by 
a friend and I typed it just as it was given to me. Then I picked up the September issue of Reader's Digest 
and found the same thing under the name of "Poems of Max Ehrmann" 1872-1945. So I apologize and 
stand corrected. The one I used was in old English print on a parchment type paper and the statement on 
where it was found was at the bottom. 
 



 

On November 24, 1970, Edna Lankart, 1st Vice-President of the American Hemerocallis Society, 
spoke to the Central Texas Hemerocallis Society about new seedlings and the latest introductions, 
comparing some of the tetraploids and diploids on color, substance, and productivity. 

********************** 
 
The Central Texas Hemerocallis Society is planting daylilies in shades of yellow around the newly 

restored 1858 Earle-Harrison House in Waco. 
********************** 

 
OLD AGE: A time of life that to me is always fifteen years older than I am. Bernard Baruch 

********************** 
 
I can live for two months on a good compliment. Mark Twain 

********************** 
 
We are starting a new year - Check the last 3 Newsletters and this one. If your name does not appear, 

you have not sent in your subscription. 
 
 
Mrs. Robert W. Schlumpf 
7803 High Star Drive 
Houston, Texas 77036 
 
Enclosed please find $   for a subscription to the two Newsletters not subsidized by the National 
Society. 
 
Name   
 
Address   Zip   
 
$1.00 for Region 6 Members - $2.00 for others. If you feel that the Newsletter is worth more than $1.00 to 
you, increase the amount. 
 

 

REGION 6 MEETING 
May 28-29, 1971 
Beaumont, Texas 

 
REGISTRATION BLANK 
 
Mr. K. W. Schulze, Registrar 
4025 - 5th St. 
Port Arthur, Texas 77640 
 
Enclosed is $   $15.00 each ($16.00 after April 15, 1971) to cover registration fee(s) for   for the 
1971 Meeting. 
 
Name   
 
Address   Zip   
 
Robin?    Officer Region 6?   Officer AHS?   
 


