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VICE-PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 
Greetings Hem Friends: 
 
After a Winter with some of the coldest weather we have had on the Texas Gulf Coast in many a year 
there is now a feel of Spring in the air. One is tempted to purchase plants, fruit trees, mulch, and fertilizer 
and last but not least, new daylilies. So far we have had a lot of rain and my heavy soil holds the moisture 
and just about the time it dries up enough to work the beds we have another rain and then I have to wait 
still longer. It won't be long now before we will start searching eagerly for the first scape. Have you noticed 
that one day you carefully check and there is not a scape in sight and then the next day or so they just 
seem to pop up much like Jack's Bean Stalk? 
 
I am hoping that 1970 will not bring as much crown rot as 1969 did for me. In desperation I gave my beds 
a good application of 10% Terrachlor granules at the rate of 4-1/2 lbs. per 100 sq. ft. I am told this is good 
for approximately 9 months. This material sells under the trade name of Turfcide. Crown rot started in my 
garden in 1967 while my late husband was so ill. We had first planted the beds at our new home in the 
Fall of 1965. In 1967 there was a little crown rot, in 1968, still more and quite a bit in 1969. This leads one 
to believe it is progressive. 
I heard a lecture by a well known authority on soil recently and he said that when we use too much 
chemical fertilizer we get our soil off-balance, then our plants become weak and prey to all kinds of 
insects and diseases. He said it would take about 3 years to reverse the trend but that it could be done by 
using mostly organic material for feeding and mulching. He recommended steamed rice hulls as an 
excellent mulch, not only for flower beds but for lawns as well. Cottonseed hulls, dried grass clippings, 
compost, or any good mulch which is eventually worked into the soil will encourage earthworms and will 
aerate the soil. He said our soil has to breathe and if we have the right conditions present, the necessary 
organisms for a healthy soil will take over. That is Nature’s way. He suggested we might use a little 
chemical fertilizer with the organic. As he expressed it, we have good bacteria and bad bacteria in our soil 
and usually the good combats the bad but when we get the soil off-balance, the "bad guys" take over and 
kill the "good guys" and then we are in trouble. 
This is my first Newsletter. At first I wondered what I would put in it but material started coming in and I 
feel the result is a newsletter that will prove interesting to beginners as well as experienced growers. It is 
due to a number of items that had to be included at this time, such as our Regional Meeting and our bus 
trips to Atlanta. 

  



 There are also articles on hybridizing which would not be so timely in a later newsletter. Future letters will 
not be this long. 
 
Mr. Martin McMillan is a difficult man to follow as his Newsletters were all excellent, but with the help of all 
of you I think we can have some pretty good ones. My thanks to all of you who have taken the time and 
trouble to write articles for this Newsletter. Keep up the good work. 
Last Fall I followed Lucille Williamson's advice and sprayed my garden with Malathion. She says you 
should spray in the Fall for aphids and thrip and not wait until Spring. I will repeat it in late Spring and see 
if this controls the aphids. (That is if the Sharpstown wind will let me.) 
I hope that many of you are planning on attending the Region 6 meeting in Dallas, June 5-6. They are 
planning a wonderful program for us and I am sure that you will find it worthwhile. 
Texas is planning two buses to Atlanta, Georgia, for the National Convention. Many interesting stops will 
be made along the way to and from the Convention. One bus will originate in Dallas, leaving there on 
Monday, June 15. The other bus will leave Houston on Tuesday, June 16. Each bus has a different 
itinerary, both interesting. Elsewhere in this newsletter, the complete information will be given on both 
buses, advising whom to contact, amount of fare, etc. If Georgia can do it, so can Texas. Georgia had two 
buses to Minnesota last year. So come on and let's show them what Texas can do. At this writing I believe 
the Dallas bus is just about filled but we have some space available on the Houston bus. 
 
Please keep the material coming in for future newsletters. I need all I can get. I hope this coming daylily 
season will be the best ever for all of you. 

 
RVP Region 6

 
 
A LITTLE SEED WHO DARED 
 

By Nancy Wood, Houston 
 
A little seed down deep in the ground 
Stretched itself, then looked around 
and said, It's been a long dark night, 
"I think I'll reach up to the light 
And see what goes on up above." 
So he gave a push and a little shove 
And he came right out of his earthly grave 
And there he stood alone and brave 
Because he'd been so bold as to dare 
To try to join the world out there. 
 
Then the stem grew and a bud unfurled 
And he proudly shouted, "Hello World, 
I'm a daylily now and I am full grown 
The world is my oyster, the world is my own." 
You too can grow as the little seed grew. 
Whatever you are, its all up to you. 

 
 
 
COMING EVENTS --- Region 6 Meeting, Dallas, Texas - June 5-6, 1970 
  

  



DALLAS TO HOST REGION 6 MEETING 
 
The Hemerocallis Growers of Dallas extend a most hardy invitation to all members of Region 6 and their 
friends to meet with us on June 5th and 6th for our annual Region 6 Meeting. Headquarters will be at the 
beautiful North Park Inn, 9300 North Central Expressway. This is near Dallas' fabulous North Park 
Shopping Center and near to several of the many beautiful Hemerocallis Gardens that will be open for 
your pleasure, and to the awe-inspiring painting of "The Miracle at Pentecost." There is nothing like it 
anywhere in the United States. 
Your Host Society will sponsor a Flower Show on Friday afternoon, open to the public from 1-5, and 
invites anyone in the Region to enter named specimens, seedlings, and artistic arrangements. A schedule 
may be obtained by writing to: Mrs. Marcel Jones, 8158 Barbaree Blvd., Dallas, Texas 75228. We will 
have the usual Friday night Brag Night. Anyone wishing to show slides please send them to: Mr. F. W. 
Hall, 109 North Shady Oaks, Lake Jackson, Texas 77566, by May 15. 
Dr. Robert Miller is President of the Hemerocallis Growers of Dallas and Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell is General 
Chairman, with Mrs. W. D. Owen as Co-Chairman. 
Mr. W. O. Luse, 3419 Navajo Court, Dallas, Texas 75224, will be in charge of gift plants and will 
appreciate anyone who is willing to donate gifts for the drawings to please let him know as soon as you 
can as we would like to list the plants in our program. You may bring the plant or a card will be given to 
the lucky person. The first 25 to register will be given the opportunity to draw for several very special 
plants and can also participate in the regular drawing. 
Mr. Kenneth H. Henson, 7124 Stefani Dr., Dallas, Texas 75225, as Publicity Chairman will appreciate 
your assistance in obtaining publicity in your local papers and will assist you with any needed pictures or 
other material if you will contact him. 
There will be an Exhibition Judges Clinic on Saturday afternoon, so anyone needing to take a Refresher 
or to become a new judge may take advantage of this opportunity. Region 6 needs more judges in more 
parts of the Region. 
 
Saturday morning will be spent in visiting four of our lovely gardens. None of these gardens were on the 
tour at the National Convention in 1965. They are: 
Mr. and Mrs. U. G. Winniford and son Herman, 7122 Hazel Road. It will be hard for you to believe this 
garden is only two years old. Rows and rows of the best, well known, hems grown to perfection - 
tetraploids and seedlings long to be remembered and the miniatures and small flowered ones are not 
forgotten. This is the home of the adorable miniature BERTIE FERRIS and in Herman's special plot you 
will see that our youth group is our coming hybridizers. You won't want to leave, and we will let you stay 
as long as we dare. 
The M. W. Norton, Jr. garden at 4215 Rosa Road, long famous for the most beautiful Iris to be found in 
the city, can lay claim also for their beautiful Hems. Each year they add a large number of the very newest 
and best in the country. Only last Fall they added 70 new ones. Many that cannot be seen elsewhere in 
this vicinity. And when you see Mrs. Norton's new seedlings you will truly say she has a green thumb. 
The adorable little city garden of Mr. and Mrs. C. Neal Meagher, 11375 Rupley Lane, will make even 
those who only have a small plot to plant envious. It will be hard for you to believe that so many of the 
better named varieties along with tetraploids and a few miniatures, hobnob with lovely seedlings and 
many companion plants. 
And now from our typical City Garden, we will take you out into the country to visit the large Country 
Garden of Mrs. W. K. Russell, 2115 Denton Drive, Carrollton. We plan to stagger the buses in the first 
three gardens, but there will be plenty of room in the large garden for all to arrive at the same time. Beds 
in front, on the side, and in the back will allow you to spread out and view the many named varieties and 
the rows and rows of seedlings of not only her own, but of others. Not only will you see daylilies, but a 
typical Texas feast will be served before returning you to the air-conditioned North Park Inn. 
  

  



Since Dallas is blessed with so many outstanding Daylily Gardens, it would take a week or more to visit 
them all. But besides the four chosen for Tour Gardens, a number of our members will have their gardens 
"open" and will be looking for you to come see them. There will be a time to visit on Friday and Saturday 
afternoons and on Sunday morning before leaving for the Hughes. The lovely gardens of Mr. and Mrs. Jay 
Warner and Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Roquemore are within walking distance of each other. Also the gardens of 
Mrs. Royal Ferris, Jr. and Dr. Robert Miller are near to each other. There are the gardens of Mr. and Mrs. 
Martin McMillan and Mrs. Richard Robertson that should not be missed as well as several others who will 
have out the welcome sign. Guides or maps will be furnished if you so desire. 
We are sure you will be delighted to know that Mr. Bill Monroe will be our guest speaker for the Saturday 
night banquet, with Mrs. Robert W. Schlumpf, our new RVP presiding. There will be a special table 
honoring our Youth Group. With Mrs. Royal A. Ferris, Jr., and Mrs. C. Neal Meagher in charge of food and 
housing you may be sure you will be well taken care of. 
 
The official meeting will end Saturday night, but plans have been made to visit some of the open gardens 
before leaving to visit the well-known and beautiful Hughes Garden at Mansfield. This event will also be 
the yearly picnic of the Hemerocallis Growers. We will need to know how many will stay for lunch so will 
appreciate that information when you send in your registration. 
Space will not permit me to list all of the Chairmen that are working to make your visit with us in Dallas 
one to long be remembered, but I have saved for last our very important Registration Chairman. Please 
send your Registration of $14 (after May 15, registration will be $16.50) to: Mrs. Elmore M. Klenk, 5500 
Northwest Highway, Dallas, Texas 75220 
 
 
 
 

REGISTRATION BLANK 
 
Name   
 
Address   
 
Are you a Robin?   
 
Are you in the Youth Age Group?   
 
Do you plan to go to the Hughes Garden on Sunday?    
 
 
 
With an early Easter, we look forward to an early bloom season, so Y'all come!! and let's have a rip-
roaring good time !! 
 

Yours for fun and fellowship, 
 
 Lula Mae Purnell, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMING EVENTS - American Hemerocallis Society Convention, Atlanta, Georgia, June 18-9-20, 1970 

  



WHAT'S NEW IN 1970 
 

Edna Lankart 
 
What's new in 1970? First and most important, we have a new Regional Vice-President that we can be 
very proud of and one that will meet all requirements for a top-notch leader for our great Region 6. I'm 
sure that most of you already know Mrs. Robert W. Schlumpf but if not, you have a future treat in store for 
you. I have known Mildred for many years but became better acquainted with her on our two week tour of 
Hawaii in November and am now even more certain of her qualifications to make Region 6 a grand 
leader. 
 
If you will read the GUIDELINE FOR RVPs in the next Journal, you will see there is quite a bit of time and 
work involved in being RVP and editing a Newsletter - it is compensated only by the gratitude and 
assistance of all members. Be generous with your contribution to the Regional Expense Fund and when 
sending your contribution to Mrs. Schlumpf you might include a few lines or paragraphs or an article that 
you think would interest other members - be generous in sharing your knowledge, also. You may also 
wish to make suggestions as to how you think our Newsletters might be improved. Remember, your RVP 
edits the Newsletter but YOU, the members must write most of it. 
 
It has come to my attention that very little material is received for our National Publications and we must 
do something about this, also. In order to help our Editor, Mrs. Parry, I will be conducting a survey in the 
next Journal to find out what our members would like more of or less of and what suggestions they have 
for making our publications more interesting to ALL members. These suggestions will be compiled and 
every effort will be made to encourage members to send in articles, short items, or anything of interest to 
National Membership. You will have the first chance to speak up so let me hear from you - anything you 
have in the way of material or suggestions of who could write material, would be greatly appreciated. 
 

ARE WE BECOMING DAYLILY FARMERS? 
 
I imagine many of you read the Editorial by Mr. Howard Coleman on page 3 of the October-November-
December Journal. It started me to thinking and when I start thinking, it usually ends up with a session at 
the typewriter as there is nothing I like better than a good controversial subject. 
 
I must say that Mr. Coleman really "socked it to us" poor backyard hybridizers, but in a way, I could see 
his point but I wonder how welcome he will be in these gardens in the future. Let us hope it will be taken 
as intended - constructive criticism, and we do need that to open our eyes at times. Personally, I like to 
visit the gardens of the hybridizers - it is fun and exciting to evaluate their seedlings and as an added 
attraction, they are usually the ones that have the latest named varieties on display. I don't even care if 
they are planted in rows. I think our big problem is that we are so hyped on daylilies that we begrudge 
other flowers space in our garden. I remember when Mr. and Mrs. Winniford and Dr. Miller from Dallas 
came over to visit my garden. Mr. Winniford saw a whole round bed of Amaryllis and said, "Do you mean 
you are going to let them have all that space?" To which Mrs. Winniford mentioned that it was doubtful 
that they would have any grass left in their backyard before long. That's just how us daylily lovers are and 
we enjoy it so what could be so wrong with hybridizing when it gives us so much pleasure. The way I look 
at it is - it doesn't cost us a thing to visit a garden so what do we have to lose. It doesn't hurt to just look at 
those $50 and $100 daylilies - no one is forced to buy them. Yes, we find many were not worth the price 
but we can't always see them growing in a neighbor's yard first so we have to invest our money to see 
what will do well for us. 
  

  



What's New in 1970, Continued 
 
Now for being agreeable I certainly do agree that we are getting away from the main purpose of growing 
daylilies and that is for their landscape value. We are putting much too much emphasis on a pretty bloom 
rather than a large established clump covered with blooms. It is regrettable that so few of the hybridizers 
will let a seedling grow into an established clump before they introduce it. Actually they do not know if it 
will make a good garden clump or not. Too little emphasis is placed on plant habit also - for a long show in 
your garden, they should have good branching with many blooms per scape or have the ability to produce 
many scapes - many of the newer introductions have neither and seem to be much less healthy than the 
older varieties. My old garden at Waco was allowed to grow up with very little care, due to the fact that 
there were just too many to give much care to them. This is certainly a good way to separate the good 
garden varieties from the rest. Many of the clumps were large and were a picture when in full bloom - 
even with hardly any fertilizer or extra water. With the same lack of attention, some sat there and sulked 
or if they did make a large clump, the amount of blooms they produced did not warrant their taking up 
space in the garden. A good tried and true garden variety must have the ability to perform well without a 
lot of extra attention. Over the years, I have observed quite a few daylilies growing in my gardens and 
some of them remain with me even though they are certainly not the latest and most highly 
recommended. Listed below are some that I can still see blooming in beautiful large clumps. What could 
be better for a beautifully landscaped garden for those who are not concerned with the very latest and 
wish beauty at a budget price? None of these are over $2.00 and most $1.00 or less. 
 
From Region 6 Hybridizers (Texas) 
 
ROSIE MEYER ( Alexander) Early, grand-branched bright red that repeats 
DEL FUEGO (Hughes) Many large deep red blooms. Good plant habit 
JAKE RUSSELL ( Russell) An all-time great in pure lemon of perfect form 
DORFAY (Williamson) Well branched deep melon - very prolific bloomer 
GOLDEN MEDALLION ( Hughes) Many blooms of very brilliant gold 
BITSY (Melinda Warner) A miniature yellow that reblooms all season 
VERDE PLATA (Hughes) Silvery green, round full flowers - fast increase 
 
From Region 13 Hybridizers (Louisiana) 
 
CHRIS RITCHEY (Simon) The very best, super-branched large yellow. Great! 
HAPPY SUNSHINE (Pittard) Very showy brilliant yellow. Carries well 
PAPPY GATES (Gates) A blend of gold and rose that is one of the best 
LAVENDER BONANZA (MacMillan-Lankart) A beautiful large lavender pink 
PURPLE SPLENDOR (Pittard) One of the best true purples - much needed color 
GRAND CANYON (Farris) One of largest blooms of yellow and tan. Very good 
COMANCHE CHIEF (Gates) Very different molten bronze - a beauty and repeats 
JUBILEE PINK (Spalding) A clean true pink that is well liked 
LUXURY LACE (Spalding) Ruffled delicate lavender - winner of all awards 
ELEGANT EMBERS (Gates) Deep bronze, overlaid crimson. A real show 
 
From other Regions  
 
LOUISE RUSSELL (Fay) Well branched pink. One of the best pinks 
SWISS STRAWBERRY (Wild) Beautiful rose red, reblooms often. A must when seen 
SUMMER INTERLUDE (Hall) Still one of the best reds at any price 
PRESIDENT RICE (Claar) Ruffled large golden yellow. Always good 
ROSEMONT (Hall) Well branched coral red. Reblooms often 
MATINEE (Childs) Low very ruffled yellow. Many scapes and blooms 
SPANISH BEAUTY (Hall) Lovely bright rose pink. Many blooms and repeats well 
THERESA HALL (Hall) A pink and gold that covers itself in blooms 

  



JOHN BUETTNER EXPLAINS POLLEN PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Before I try to say anything constructive this season, I do want to set the record straight about the rather 
lengthy contribution on the subject of crown rot which appeared last time, and in particular on its title, 
"Second in a Series of Scientific Essays." I've decided that Mr. McMillan was gently pulling my leg, but do 
want to make it clear that you aren't going to get scientific essays from me, not by a long shot. Just 
comments and opinions, that is all. Their value you will have to decide for yourselves. 
 
Since I have received several comments and queries about the photos of daylily pollen which were shown 
in the latest issue of the Journal, I might elaborate a little on them and the instrument used to take the 
pictures. A Scanning Electron Microscope bears no resemblance at all to the normal light microscopes 
with which pollen counts are normally done. It is a massive and highly specialized electronic instrument 
that is finding ever-increasing use in the medical research field, the chemical industry, and related areas. 
One costs about $70,000 and fills up most of a small room, so you are unlikely to find them in many home 
workshops. 
 
In taking pictures like those shown, the Scanning Electron Microscope has two striking advantages. One, 
its high magnification - objects can be photographed up to 50,000 times their actual size, far beyond what 
one can obtain from the most powerful light microscopes. Second, its great depth of field, or the distance 
over which the object you are looking at will stay in focus. As some of you may know, the greatest 
disadvantage of a normal microscope is that the higher the magnification you go, the narrower becomes 
the range within which focus is possible. Or in other words, if the surface of the object you are looking at is 
rough (as a pollen grain is), you cannot see all of the surface at one time. You can see the hills or the 
valleys, but you cannot see them both. You could not see all of a grain of pollen in a light microscope 
even if you could achieve the necessary magnification, for this very reason. The depth of field of a 
Scanning Electron Microscope is up to 1,000 times greater for the same magnification than a light 
microscope. 
 
But the real question most of us interested in Hemerocallis should be asking is, "What can this device do 
for us?" Dr. Darrow had a stab at this with the questions he posed along with the photographs. Will you be 
able to tell whether pollen is fertile or infertile just by having such a photo? If you could take a single grain, 
slice it in half (this is possible), and look at the inner cross-section, what would it show? Would such 
pictures of fertile and infertile pollen be different? If so, would they suggest a way to convert infertile 
varieties to fertility? Can we benefit from examining other portions of a plant in detail - the root, for 
example? Is there any difference in the pollen of tetraploids and diploids except size? We currently are not 
certain of the answers to any of the above questions. Perhaps here is one way we can learn more. 
 
 

 
FROM REGION 13 NEWSLETTER 

 
By C. J. Babineaux 

 
It is unfortunate, as with many hobbies, that many Hem fanciers are overcome by "Jones-ism" and "status 
seeking" and soon forget their original purpose for growing daylilies. It is hoped that these plants would 
continue to promote in man such virtues as perseverance, charity, humility, and kindness. If they become 
instruments of selfishness, vanity, jealousy, and greed, then their use to man is in vain. 
 

***************************** 
 
MIDDLE AGE is when you want to see how long your car will last instead of how fast it will go. 
  

  



DALLAS BUS TO ATLANTA 
 
The bus will leave Dallas early on Monday, June 15. The first stop will be in West Monroe, LA, where 
there will be a picnic and a visit to the lovely Gates Garden, then on to Satartia, Mississippi, for a visit to 
"No Mistake Plantation," the beautiful plantation home of Ethel Smith. The night will be spent in Jackson, 
Mississippi, so that a visit to the famous Mynelle Gardens can be made on Tuesday morning. Then on to 
Georgia. Tuesday night will be spent at the Callaway Gardens. Wednesday morning tours will be made of 
the John Burch, Jr. Garden and Frank Child's Garden. Arrival in Atlanta will be shortly after lunch on 
Wednesday, June 17. On Sunday morning the bus will leave for the Carolinas - visiting the gorgeous Iron 
Gate Garden and probably some other outstanding gardens on the way to the old historical Winston-
Salem Restoration. From there visits to The Hermitage, Lookout Mountain, and several daylily gardens, 
including Dr. Peck's will be made. 
 
The last night of the trip will be spent in Memphis and if a few hardy souls are still going strong they may 
take a boat trip on the Mississippi River. Arrival back in Dallas will be the afternoon of June 24th. 
Reservations are already made at the Sheraton-Biltmore Hotel in Atlanta, (headquarters hotel) and a 
complete itinerary of all the motels along the way will be sent soon. 
The bus fare for this tour will be $60 each - this includes the extra expense of having the tables and 
clothes rack installed. Some money available left from last year for coffee, doughnuts and a lot of other 
things that help to make our trip more fun. A large percent of our group have been on one or both of our 
other Texas Bus Trips and know what is in store for us - and again our jolly driver, Ken Miller will be our 
"pilot". 
 
 Lula Mae Purnell 
 

HOUSTON BUS TO ATLANTA 
 
The proposed itinerary of the Houston Area Daylily Society charter bus to the National American 
Hemerocallis Society Convention in Atlanta, GA, will leave Houston at 7:30 a.m., June 16, 1970 
(assembly point to be designated later). It will proceed through Beaumont (picking up passengers) to 
Abbeville, LA, (MacMillan Garden) thence to Baton Rouge, LA, McKinney and Sholar Gardens, time 
permitting), then to Meridian, Mississippi, for an overnight stop. Wednesday, June 17th - Leave Meridian 
about 7:30 a.m. and go through Birmingham to Mt. Olive, AL, Mrs. W. B. Hardy Garden, then to 
Fayetteville, GA, John Burch, Jr. Garden, then to Jenkinsburg, GA, Frank Childs Garden arriving in 
Atlanta some time after dark. June 18-19-20 - Convention in Atlanta. 
Sunday, June 21st -- Leave Atlanta 8:00 a.m. to go to Signal, Mountain, TN, Parry Garden. From Parry's 
to Murfreesboro, TN, Dr. Peck’s Tetraploid Garden thence to Memphis for an overnight stop. Monday, 
June 22 - Leave Memphis about 8 a.m. for West Monroe, LA, Gates and Pittard Gardens, and to Calhoun, 
LA, Kilpatrick Garden. Shreveport will be the next overnight stop. Tuesday, June 23rd - The Stutson and 
Hyde Gardens are our prospective targets there. Upon leaving Shreveport for Beaumont we may have 
time for a garden on the way. From Beaumont back to Big H - Official end of trip. Bus fare will be $50. 
This is transportation only. Accommodations will probably be Holiday Inns with reservations made for the 
group. Lodging is reportedly about $16-18 per double room. Reservations have been made also for our 
group at the headquarters Hotel, The Sheraton-Biltmore in Atlanta. Our deadline is May 10th. We must 
have all reservations in before that time. We are requesting a $15 advanced reservation fee. Our aim is 
30-40 passengers. 30 will be the minimum for the trip. 
We are hoping to pattern our trip in the style of the Dallas bus of the last two years. Hopefully we'll make 
it. Please send inquiries to: 
 
 K. G. Wheeler, 9613 Dalecrest, Houston, Texas 77055 
  

  



CHECKING TETRAPLOID POLLEN WITHOUT A MICROSCOPE 
By Marshall Wheeler, Austin, Texas 

 
The purpose of this note is to describe a convenient method of comparing pollen of colchicine-treated 
seedlings with known tetraploid pollen (CAPTAIN REID is my standard). Briefly, I mount the two pollen 
samples onto an old, discarded 2 x 2 color slide using scotch tape, and then compare the images when 
projected side-by-side. When enlarged this way, the seedling pollen either appears to be the same size as 
the tetraploid pollen, or only about half as large (sometimes a mixture occurs). The usual difference 
between diploid and tetraploid pollen is almost as great as that between the capital and small "o" of the 
typewriter - O versus o. When seen projected, the grains appear opaque to black, and do not show the 
detail which is seen in a true photograph (see Figure 6, p. 175 of the Daylily Handbook). 
In practice I put some tetraploid pollen on a narrow strip of the tape, tapping the anther lightly (too much 
pollen makes the image too dense), and then apply it to one-half of an old color slide (it is best to use one 
that has little or no color on it). Then I fix a similar strip with seedling pollen and mount this alongside the 
other one. To be sure which side is which I make a tiny pin prick on one side; when projected this shows 
clearly as a small spot of bright light. Either the usual transparent tape or the better "Magic Mending Tape" 
can be used; the latter makes the images a little sharper. 
 
Since pollen grains are so small, projection over a short distance does not make the individual grains 
appear large enough to study. Even when projected across two large rooms, the apparent image size is 
rather small. I solved this difficulty by aiming the projector at a large mirror placed as far from the projector 
as possible; this way, the image is aimed back again by the mirror onto the screen beside me, with 
increased enlargement. With a distance of 30 feet from projector to mirror, plus the added 30 feet due to 
reflection, I find that the images of the pollen grains are large enough for easy comparisons. 
 
Editor's note: 
Recently in "Hints from Heloise" I saw where someone had removed the emulsion from old slides by using 
cotton swabs dipped in Clorox, then used the blank slides for printing their titles for slide shows. I tried it 
and it can he done. It makes the mount a little messy but that of course will not show when projected. 
Another suggestion is to carefully remove the film from the mount and soak for a period of time in cold 
water. Then the emulsion will slip right off. Dry it off and return it to the mount. 
 
 

NEWS FROM LUFKIN 
 
We have had a good year although during the first part of 1969 we had too much rain followed by a 
drought the rest of the year. We planted daylilies at our new zoo, the Court House and donated plants for 
the new hospital at Groveton and Loop 287 Church of Christ. We made money enough from a bake and 
rummage sale to pay for a trip which 8 or our ladies took to Louisiana during the blooming season. 
We purchased TWENTY THIRD PSALM, WHITE FORMAL, RED BARON, SPEAK SOFTLY, BETTY 
BENNETT BROWN, and others from Mr. and Mrs. James McKinney. We spent the night in Baton Rouge 
and the next morning we went to the Simon Garden where we purchased several - LITTLE RAINBOW, 
RITCHIE ROSA, etc. Our next stop was at Mr. W. B. MacMillan's where we bought KING OF KINGS and 
HALLELUJAH CHORUS. 
We have all lost some plants this season and as with everyone else they were the newer ones . Our 
President for 1970 is Mrs. R. T. Roebuck. We added one new member at the November meeting and two 
others plan to join us. 
 

Winnie Kennedy, 
Lufkin Hemerocallis Society 

  

  



THE BENEFITS OF AHS AND REGIONAL MEMBERSHIP 
Mrs. Richard Robertson 

 
Mrs. Milton F. Berry and I joined a local Daylily Society in early 1958 and followed it 
soon with membership in the American Hemerocallis Society. In May of that year, 
Houston hosted the National Convention and off we went to it. (Incidentally it hasn't 
been surpassed). At that meeting we asked the National Secretary about the 
checklist that was being highly advertised at the meeting. We were told we would 
not get too much out of it unless we hybridized. We did not, and do not now, 
hybridize, but we soon found that the checklist was the one thing we wanted most 
from National. 
The checklist gives valuable information: name of hybridizer, the cross, date, height, 
evergreen or dormant, etc. Besides this, addresses of hybridizers are given in the 
current issue. These bits of information I find vital in choosing and/or planting certain 

varieties. Having used mine so extensively (I've worn out one copy of the oldest checklist) I do not 
understand how anyone does without the information given. 
With a membership in the American Hemerocallis Society one is automatically a member of the Region. 
Four National Journals and four Regional Newsletters are important additions to one's library. Advertisers 
and/or commercial growers, supply lists or catalogs on request. Also with these publications one keeps up 
to date on meetings that can be attended and important information on culture, varietal comments, 
popularity polls, National Awards, etc. 
Attendance of these meetings gives one the opportunity of seeing new varieties firsthand and meeting 
hybridizers and growers. I've gotten to the point where I seldom buy a new variety until I see it. 
After a few Regional or National gatherings, each one turns out to be "old home week." (Mr. Wilmer Flory 
says he never saw so much "hugging" going on). Whether at a special meeting or not, an AHS member is 
always welcome in an AHS garden. 
An additional inducement for National membership is the opportunity to belong to a Round Robin group. 
These Round Robin letters make for a very personal relationship with a limited group of growers. These 
Robins deal with various categories of interest and may be chosen for their category. Robin members 
often meet at National or Regional meetings and lasting friendships are made. All daylily growers are not 
fortunate enough to have a local Society but in either instance membership in the American Hemerocallis 
Society proves most rewarding, and in my opinion necessary. 
 
Editor's Note: 
 
Beginning March 1, 1970, Region 6 is starting a membership drive with the following 
prizes being offered for obtaining the most members for the American Hemerocallis 
Society and Region 6. 
 
For the Club obtaining the most new members:  
1st Prize - A copy of the Handbook. 
2nd Prize - A set of 25 color slides of new daylilies. 
 
For the individual obtaining the most new members: 
1st Prize - A $25 daylily 
2nd Prize - A $15 daylily. 
 
Contest ends November 1, 1970. All new memberships must be sent to the RVP so records may be kept 
on the number sent in and by whom. The RVP will forward the memberships to the National Secretary. 
 
So lets all get busy and see how many new members Region 6 can add. 
  

  



AUSTIN ACTIVITIES 
 
The Austin Hemerocallis Society completely restructured the Frank Merritt Memorial Garden which it had 
planted some eight years ago at the new Howson Branch Library at 2500 Exposition Boulevard. At the 
time 86 clumps of 30 different cultivars were planted and Mr. C. E. Rowe (now deceased) carefully 
labeled each clump. A planting chart had been made and all members of the Society donated plants and 
participated in the planting. 
The bed is approximately 18' x 30' in size and sloping toward the sidewalks along two sides. Much of the 
soil had washed away, and despite the care which the Library maintenance crew had given the bed, grass 
and weeds were beginning to take over. 
 
A Sub-Committee of the main Projects Committee, of which Dr. C. W. Hall and Mrs. William Bohn were 
Co-Chairmen, was appointed by Bill Ater, President, to assume responsibility of this Memorial Project. 
Miss Lillian Peek was named Chairman and Mrs. Calvin G. Reeves Co-Chairman. 
 
After a conference to determine what was needed and with the approval of the City Librarian, the Howson 
Branch Librarian, and "Friends of the Library," a contribution of $50 for the project and a donation of brick 
to match the building from the Butler Brick Co., a graduated curb of 7 or 8 inches at the low sides was put 
in last July. 
 
In November, all plants were removed, cleaned up, and separated. The bed was forked up and 
restructured by adding 3 yards of sandy loam, a 50 lb. bale of Canadian peat, 15 lbs. superphosphate, 15 
lbs. bone meal, and 10 lbs. each of copperas and cottonseed meal and working these ingredients well 
together. The bed was then replanted according to the original chart in order that the labels could be 
replaced correctly. Then to finish it off, over 100 earthworms were planted in the bed, and advised to take 
care of it. Leftover plants were donated to the Men's Garden Club for their sale at the annual Boutique, 
which is a money-raising project for the Austin Area Garden Center. 
 
 Mrs. J. L. Fomby 
 
For the third consecutive year Austin has had a finalist in the Mabel Yaste competition. Mrs. Oliver P. 
Harris was second place winner with her entry, "Journey to the Moon." Mrs. Harris was a fourth place 
winner in 1968 and Mrs. H. C. Kilpatrick placed third in 1967. 
 

A NEW DISPLAY GARDEN FOR REGION 6 
 
Lucille Williamson, one of our leading hybridizers in Region 6, has donated over 1300 daylily plants to the 
beautiful Bevis Skinner City Park at Kirbyville, Texas. It is just South of Kirbyville on Highway 96 so don't 
miss it if you are in this area during bloom season. The park has been named for the Chief of Police and 
will be maintained by the city. Lucille is helping to landscape the park as well as supplying the plants. She 
has also donated two ducks for the small lake in the background and will donate Cannas and a plum tree. 
 
 

************************ 
 
 
There is evidence that earthworms consume eggs of harmful insects in the soil, but an amazing bit of 
research indicates that they are a regulating factor in the case of damaging fungi. 
 

Organic Gardening - Rodale 
  

  



AS THE ROBINS FLY IN TEXAS 
 

Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell 
Robin Director, Region 6 

 
Yes, it’s fun to be in a Robin and our Texas Groups are going strong. Only one new member has been 
added recently and we have room for several new members in two of our groups. Pleasanton has a new 
Society, organized when Mr. and Mrs. McMillan made a visit and assisted them in forming a group. This is 
from our new Robin, Mrs. H. G. Howard who is also the President of the Society. 
"We named our Society ‘The Happy Time Daylily Society.’ It is proving to be just that, even during these 
Winter months. We meet the second Monday of every month and our membership has grown from 16 to 
20 already." 
 
"When my daylilies are in bloom I take my flashlight and go out and see the ones that stay open late at 
night." 
 
 Pearl Hammond 
 
"I have had a wonderful season of bloom, it seemed to rain just when the daylilies needed it. Now I am 
having good rebloom. I have a seedling of my own that is a puzzle, small, wonderful branching, and 
blooms all the time. Excellent substance and colorfast but narrow petals and I do not care for the brilliant 
color except across the garden. I have always looked down my nose at any that were listed 'garden value' 
but am keeping this one for that feature - what we will do for our own." 
 
 Annie T. Giles 
 
"From the Houston Meeting I went home with the Joyce Lewis family and we went to Lucille Williamson's 
and she really has some adorable 'ponies.' RUTHIE AND BUFFY are two I simply much have." 
 
 Lula Mae Purnell 
 
"In the little ones, I adore BITSY (Warner), BARON (Sheets), CURLS (Kraus), GOLDEN BUTTERFLY 
(Hancock), HENNY PENNY (Jones), and PARELEE (Hancock), it is so different with those quilled petals 
in the middle." 
 
 Mrs. Shy Osborne 
 
"I have found out that FRANCES FAY always gives its seedlings short scapes." 
 
 Pyrtle Garrison 

 
NEWS FROM WACO 

 
The Central Texas Hemerocallis Society has 28 Active members. Activity started January 27th with Mr. Q. 
Perry Potts showing slides of last year's flowers from gardens of the members. These included both 
registered clones and seedlings. 
Mrs. Frank M. Taylor gave a review of the article "Exploration for New Daylilies in South Korea and Japan" 
(June 10-23, 1969) by Shiu-ying Hu as published in the Oct.-Dec. Hemerocallis Journal. 
Several members are planning attendance at the National Convention in Atlanta, GA, in June. Our new 
officers are: President - Mrs. Claude Gore, 1st Vice-President - Mrs. T. Frank Davis, Secretary - Mrs. John 
Cowell, Treasurer - Mr. Paul H. Reichert, Parliamentarian - Mrs. Roosevelt Dentler, and Historian - Mr. F. 
D. Coppin. 
 F. D. Coppin 
 
COMING EVENTS --- Region 13 Meeting, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, May 22-23-24, 1970 
  

  



ENCOURAGE OUR YOUTHS' INTEREST IN HEMEROCALLIS 
 

Mrs. Neal Meagher, Youth Chairman 
 
There is a great need for interesting young people in daylilies not only in Region 6, but in all Regions. We 
have plans in the making for forming several Youth Societies. Dallas has one that is doing exceptionally 
well under the guidance of Mrs. Dora Klenk. If you know some young people in your area whom you think 
might be interested in starting a young people's club, please get in touch with Mrs. Neal Meagher, 11375 
Rupley Lane, Dallas, Texas 75218. The Dallas group has a very interesting hybridizing project underway 
and a year or so from now we will begin to see the results. Following is the pledge given to members of 
the Youth Group: 
 

A PLEDGE TO OUR YOUTH 
 
We will recognize your worth as a member, help you to strengthen your sense of belonging. Respect your 
right to be yourself and at the same time help you to understand the rights of others. 
Help you to develop innovation and imagination, so that you may have the opportunity to freely create. 
We will encourage you always in your endeavor to grow Hemerocallis. 
We will provide you with rewarding opportunities, so that you may develop your talents and contribute 
much toward a better Society. 
 
A certificate of membership in the American Hemerocallis Society for our youth is an assistance in 
meeting adult responsibilities. 
"So may our youth grow in joy, in faith in God and in man, and in those qualities of vision and of spirit that 
will sustain us all, and give new hope for the future." 
 
Children - "are people beginning to be, and they are people inventing tomorrow." 
 
The Dallas Youth Group has a special hybridizing program underway and we shall look forward to their 
success. They are working with BITSY and GOLD THIMBLE. 
 
At the Convention in Austin, Minnesota, it was very noticeable how many gray heads were among the 
members. We need young people to take over this great work when many of us have to lay aside our 
garden tools. 
 
 
 

GULF COAST HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY OF SOUTHEAST TEXAS 
 
The first meeting of the new year will be in the Woman's Club in Nederland, Texas, on Saturday, April 1, 
1970. This will be a covered-dish supper and probably a slide program. Our program is not complete at 
this writing but the Committee is working on the details now. We usually visit members' gardens in 
Beaumont, Port Arthur, Groves, and Bridge City and have one chartered bus trip to an outstanding 
garden. Several of our members have signed up for the Dallas Bus Trip to the National Convention in 
Atlanta. From the tentative plans Mrs. Purnell has already made, it seems we are in for another treat this 
year. We are also looking forward to the Region 6 Meeting and hope more of our members can attend this 
year. Daylilies in this section of the State look pretty sick right now but come a few warmer days and they 
will quickly green up. We had some 18 and 19 degree temperatures here which is pretty low for us. We 
are looking forward to the coming daylily growing season which means meeting old friends and making 
new ones. 
 
 Mrs. W. B. Fullen, Beaumont, Texas 
  

  



DISMAY IS . . . 
 

By Carl Sauer 
 
DISMAY IS  .... losing that prized hem to crown rot 
 
 .... on a day of special visitors in your garden, the "best" ones will not be in bloom until the 

next day 
 
 .... showing your latest acquired hem ($25) to a visitor and hear him say, "I've had one like 

that for 5 years" 
 
 .... seeing the thrip and aphid damage on blooms and plants and realizing your mid-Winter 

spray program was neglected again 
 
 .... watching one of your choice Hems dwindling away 
 
 .... buying one named "PINK SO AND SO" and seeing it bloom -- just another melon 

variation 
 
 .... discovering "the seedling," only it melts by mid-afternoon 
 
 .... even though faithfully keeping all records of pod and pollen parentage one of your most 

outstanding "babies" has to be labeled .."Records Lost" 
 
'DIS'MAY is .... the month I'm eagerly anticipating seeing many new seedlings, new Hems, old and new 

Hem friends, attending "Regionals," Nationals," etc. 
 
 .... and not only 'dis' May but also 'dis' June and July 
 
Editor's Note: Send in your pet "Dismays" - limit 3 per person. For "Dismay" considered best, a worthy 

seedling will be awarded. Contest ends August 1, 1970. (Judges: Mildred and Carl) 
 

DISPLAY GARDENS IN REGION 6 
 
A very special thanks to the members of Region 6 that sent in reports of your plantings at the many 
locations in the Region. You may feel very proud to know that our report was the only one sent in to AHS 
last year and the Board was very pleased with the knowledge of so many public displays. 
I could not have made this report without your help so won't you please again, even though you sent in a 
report last year, send in another report? The Board wants to know not only about the plantings, but how 
they are being cared for. 
 

Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell, 
Chairman Display Gardens, Region 6 

 
 

MY PRAYER FOR 1970 
By Hallie Mercer 

 
Thank you, Heavenly Father, for the year 1969 
Thank you for loved ones and friends who have been most kind. 
Thank you for something to look forward to 
Thank you that there's always work to do. 
Thank you for the brave little birds that sing. 
Thank you for the hopes of another Spring. 

  

  



HYBRIDIZING TETRAPLOIDS 
and 

STORAGE OF POLLEN 
Gertrude Smith 

 
1969 was a gloriously successful hybridizing year for me and my tetraploids, so in appreciation for the 
help of my friends, Mr. Orville Fay, Dr. Griesbach, Brother Charles Reckamp, Dr. Margaret Alexander, Mr. 
Carl Sauer, and all the others whose articles and comments in the Journals contributed to that success, 
I'm writing this article in the hope that it will help others who are interested in hybridizing Hemerocallis, 
especially the tetraploids. In the Spring of 1969 we had some very warm weather in February and March 
so I was very fortunate to have some early bloom, starting April 22 with many cool, crisp mornings, just 
right for pollinating the tetraploids. Each day there was more bloom, until April 29 most of my tetraploids 
were in bloom and I was the busiest bee in the garden. Almost every bloom pollinated set a pod. Since 
temperature is one of the most important external factors in pollinating the tetraploids, it means, here in 
the Southwest, getting up around 4:30 a.m. and getting the pollen on before the sun brings the 
temperature up. To facilitate this early morning work, a check was made the evening before to see what 
would bloom the next day, a list made of crosses to make and the pollen to be used. Up and checking my 
list, the pollen was taken out of the freezer or refrigerator to warm to room temperature while I went out to 
check again the blooms to pollinate. Often in the early morning the humidity was high so to protect the 
crosses a small aluminum cap was used, which Dr. Griesbach showed us how to make. Cut a 3/4 inch 
strip of aluminum foil into squares, take the little square by one corner and twist it around the sharp end of 
a pencil and you have a tiny, very light-weight, cone shaped cap which can be dropped over the stigma 
after pollination. Press it gently together and it will hold in wind or rain to protect your cross. 
 
The advantage in using stored pollen is that you always have available the pollen you want to use for a 
certain cross even though that cultivar is not yet in bloom or has already bloomed out. Pollen collected 
and stored in the freezer will be viable for use the next year. I seemed to have more success with stored 
pollen than fresh last year. Perhaps the stored pollen was used more because it was always available. 
 
Dr. Margaret taught me the following method to collect and store pollen in the freezer for the next season: 
The pollen is collected on a clear, cool morning when it is ripe and fluffy - remember you have to get there 
before the bees. A kitchen paper towel, folded twice into a square with the name of the cultivar from which 
we take the pollen is used. The stamen carefully removed from the flower so as not to disturb the pollen 
on the anther and each placed separately on the towel so they do not touch, since the stamen ends are 
moist and must not come in contact with the pollen. It is placed in an air-conditioned room until it can be 
processed for storage. A card table is very convenient and will hold paper towels and pollen from several 
cultivars. 
 
To store the pollen a #2 gelatin capsule is used. With a fine sharp needle three tiny holes are made in the 
top of the capsule. Holding the large end of the capsule in the right hand, the stamen in the left, the pollen 
is carefully removed from the anther which will be hard and smooth if the pollen is ripe. Every care must 
be taken to get no foreign particles into the capsule. It is best to store pollen from only two anthers in each 
capsule. If it is very special and only a few flowers are available from which to collect pollen, then store 
pollen from each anther in a separate capsule. 
 
If you have a nice druggist as I have, ask him to save the desiccators - small capsules placed in large pill 
bottles to keep the medication dry and usually discarded when the bottle is opened. We have never been 
able to find any other source of the desiccators. Using a three inch square of aluminum foil, place a 
capsule of pollen and a dessicator side by side in the center and wrap air-tight. Write the name of the 
cultivar and date on a small slip of paper, put it in a snap-top pill bottle, drop the packaged pollen 
in and store in the freezer for the next season or in the refrigerator for this season. 
 

  



To use be sure the package has warmed to room temperature before opening as a cold capsule will 
collect moisture when opened, the pollen grains will explode and no longer be viable. Never put the pistil 
of a flower into the capsule as it could be moist. I use a round toothpick, trimmed on one end to make a 
little dipper, to put the pollen on the stigma. If at first you don't succeed, try and try again and that is what 
Carl Sauer did until he found a source of plant hormone - recommended by Dr. Griesbach to use with the 
tetraploids that are slow to set seed pods in our climate. With this hormone KATHLEEN ELSIE RANDALL 
set six pods, GERTRUDE SMITH three, and CRESTWOOD ANN two big fat pods with six and nine seed - 
none had set a pod for me before. 
 
In all, over four hundred and fifty tetraploid seeds were harvested, dried for a few hours, treated with 
Arasan Fungicide and stored in little plastic bags in the refrigerator. (Howard Hite method). Early in 
October about three hundred and fifty seeds were planted and germinated almost one hundred percent, 
all growing and doing fine. "If that's not success, then it don't snow in Chicago in the Winter-time!" 
 
Editor's Note: 
 
The name of the hormone named in the above article is 3-Indole Acetic Acid and may be purchased from 
Curtin Scientific Company, 4220 Jefferson Ave., Houston, Texas 77023. One gram sells for $2.00 and 5 
grams for $4.80 plus postage. It is mixed at the rate of 100 mg. (1/10 of a gram) to 1 liter (approximately 1 
quart) distilled water. Apply several drops in the throat of the blossom intended for hybridizing one hour or 
more before pollinating. 
 
 
 

REGION 6 WELCOMES PLEASANTON OUR NEWEST SOCIETY 
 
The newest Daylily Society of Region 6 was organized in Pleasanton in October, 1969 with a membership 
of 16. By the time of the regular meeting of the Society in January they had a membership of 20. The 
group is enthusiastic and they have a variety of programs at the monthly meetings. They are looking 
forward to a plant sale in February and a flower show and garden tour in the Summer months. 
 
 Reported by Mrs. R. D. Copeland 
 
 

 
REPORT FROM HENDERSON COUNTY SOCIETY 

 
Our President gave lectures on Daylilies to several garden clubs. Although our gardens suffered from a 
prolonged drought, Mrs. Claude Boyd had a BITSY to bloom late in October. Our members exhibited 
blooms for Flower Shows around the county. The Joyce Lewis's celebrated their 25th Wedding 
Anniversary recently. 
 
 
 
 
 
By actual count it has been discovered that where synthetic fertilizers are used the angle worm population 
declines, sometimes almost to the vanishing point. 
 
 Organic Gardening, Rodale 
  

  



The following article has appeared in the Region 10 Newsletter but was also submitted to Mr. Martin 
McMillan for use in the Region 6 Newsletter. Mr. McMillan was unable to use it at the time and passed it 
on to me. I feel that it is worthy of reprinting. 
 

HYBRIDIZING - HOPE! FAITH! AND CHARITY! 
By Martin Standard, Metairie, LA 

 
Another daylily season approaches, bringing the months in which we face up to realization and leave 
behind those beautiful dreams of the long Winter nights, those dreams in which we could see row after 
row of "champions" among our new seedlings. The excitement of expectation is a good feeling and a 
tremendous source of energy. It makes us work harder than we ever thought we could and makes us 
spend dollars we did not know we had. I know, because I have traveled the road and being an 
enthusiastic person by nature, I am perhaps more prone to dream than the average. But, sad to say, the 
greater our expectations the greater our disappointment when the results are in - if we do not fully 
understand the meaning of our results. 
Last year I could hardly stand to look at some of the seedlings that I produced from very beautiful parents. 
You may have experienced the same thing, and we both may experience it again this year. Part of the 
trouble is, that with each year’s progress we continue to raise our sights and this makes it extremely 
difficult to attain our expectations, but more important is the fact that the scientific odds rule out any 
chance of producing a large percentage of "improved" seedlings. When being realistic, I know that it will 
be a miracle if I get more than thirty "keepers" out of my 3,000 new seedlings which will bloom this year; 
and out of this thirty I should not expect more than five or six to be top notch, and possibly none better 
than their parents. Once I did not understand the why of this terrible fact and I am sure that most of our 
beginning hybridizers do not, which realization prompted me to bring this message to them, because from 
my correspondence it seems that a large percentage of our members are interested in this fascinating 
side of the sport to some degree. In bringing this message it is my hope that when they realize how really 
difficult it is to produce an "improved" daylily and the odds that are against doing so, they will understand 
what an accomplishment they have really made when producing even one fine seedling. And further, that 
they will recognize their good fortune in producing only 70% "dogs" instead of the scientific normal of 90% 
or more. 
 
None of us believes that we are going to produce just one outstanding flower. We let our hearts run away 
with our judgment and get the false idea that because we breed from two of the very best parents in 
existence each seedling is going to be an improvement over everything else we have seen, and if they are 
not, then we get discouraged and throw those parents away and try another set at equally high prices. 
 
The truth is that even when we are using really superior parents it is a rarity to produce a single seedling 
that will be better than either of those parents. But let me hasten to say that it is not necessary to produce 
seedlings better in every respect than superior parents to have fun, and after all, isn't it only "fun" we are 
seeking? 
If you have any other idea, such as making money, you will be better off buying Government Bonds. 
When I cease to enjoy hybridizing I will certainly stop it. 
 
This difficulty in making any appreciable progress in a single year of seedlings is why it has taken us 50 
years and millions of seedlings to bring the daylily to its present state of perfection. But while we may not 
produce one that is in all respects better than either of its parents, we will produce many of worthy quality, 
and the better parents we use the more worthy seedlings we will produce. Some will look like their pod 
parent and some will look more like their pollen parent. Others will show a combining of the qualities of 
both parents and it is in this "combining" quality that we are most likely to find our dreams fulfilled, 
because it was our hope in selecting the two parents that we could add all of the good qualities of the one 
to all of the good qualities of the other. To combine all of the good of each would be like getting 13 spades 
in a bridge hand and this I have not done in 65 years. Yet let's not get discouraged too quickly. We do not 
have to have all of the good qualities. There are many lovely flowers somewhat less than perfect just as 
there are lots of winning hands in bridge that do not have 13 spades. 

  



We who are familiar with cards will realize that it is "pure chance" what kind of a hand we draw from a 
deck of cards, and so it is in producing hybridized daylily seedlings. EXCEPT that in the case of cards 
there is nothing we can do about all of the low (undesirable) cards in the deck from which our hand is to 
be drawn. While in the production of daylily seedlings there is much that we can do to improve the "deck" 
of genes from which we draw our genes for the new seedlings. We can, by careful breeding, using 
accurate pedigree records, eliminate a great many of the undesirable genes so that there is almost no 
chance that our seedlings from those parents will inherit the characteristics of those bad genes. 
 
In my opinion it is as important to eliminate the undesirable genes as to add the good ones. Selfing and 
line breeding is the scientific way of segregating the genes, both the bad ones and good ones. It is a slow 
process, taking four or five generations to clear out a bad fault, but it can be done and for proof you need 
go no further than to consider the spectacular food plants being developed by the commercial plant 
breeders. They have sweetened our cabbage, enriched our carrots, and made tomatoes so tough that 
they can be picked with a mechanical picker. There is not a single doubt that competent breeders could 
likewise produce any shape, size, or color of daylily that we describe to them, but it will take a scientific 
breeding program with lots of know-how, thousands upon thousands of seedlings, and money to back the 
program. 
 
My message is that we who are hybridizing for fun and breed only a few hundred seedlings should not be 
too disappointed if we do not accomplish the same spectacular results. Rather, we should be delighted, 
when we produce any outstanding seedling. So as our Summer days come and go, enjoy to the fullest the 
fun of hybridizing, keeping in mind that you are above average if more than 5% of your seedlings are 
worthy of keeping and if 1% of them are as good as either parent. Remember that if you are really 
breeding from outstanding parents, your seedlings have some pretty tough competition because those 
parents themselves were the choice out of many thousands of seedlings produced by an experienced 
breeder. 
Take for example the old Master hybridizer, Mr. W. B. MacMillan - with all his knowledge and pedigreed 
stock to breed from, and with raising possibly 20,000 per year, he seldom produces more than three or 
four in any year that are equal or superior in every way to those he is breeding from, but because he is 
breeding from pedigreed stock he does produce a relatively large percentage of beautiful flowers. You too 
can produce some beautiful flowers but don't be too discouraged if you fail to conquer the world with a 
handful of seedlings. Just have fun. 
 
Whatever your past results, you can greatly increase your future chances of producing lots of beautiful 
seedlings by watching very closely for those parents which work well together. There is a factor which we 
shall refer to as "compatibility" that is most influential and once you find such a combination of parents, 
you should repeat that cross many times because the chances are very great that they will again produce 
something fine. Most parents carry a wealth of color genes and if you find a pair of parents that produce a 
cream of outstanding form, repeat the cross the next year and it may produce a pink, rose, or yellow of the 
same fine form. For example, I produced a nice butter yellow this year from two parents which had no sign 
of yellow in them, but one of the grandparents had. 
Another thing that you will find is that if you make fifty crosses, using nothing but excellent parents, nearly 
all of your good seedlings will come from just a few of those crosses, perhaps less than five. This is the 
compatibility factor I am referring to. 
  
Many outstanding parents never produce a seedling worth keeping because the breeder never finds a 
mate that they will combine with properly. The only way you can use such a parent is to cross it with its 
very close relatives. 
 
On the other hand, there are a few parents which will work well with a large number of other plants - 
generally that is because they themselves are very strong genetically. Mr. W. B. MacMillan's PRESIDENT 
GILES is such a parent - it worked perfectly with dozens of other parents for him, and has worked well for 
me and for Mr. William Munson - it is a "selfed" seedling and when they are good they are usually VERY 
good. Mr. Mac has another parent that works perfectly with many, many others and has produced fifty or 

  



more very beautiful seedlings - it is his Wh-1-66 which was registered ANGEL WHISPERS. It is the pollen 
parent of EDNA SPALDING MEMORIAL which is one of the top two or three that Mr. Mac has ever 
produced. So from those several new ones you bought last year, try many crosses in hopes of finding the 
right combination, and if you do not hit it the first year, try again the following year. Try a parent as both 
pod and pollen parent as they sometimes work better one way than the other. 
 
Another excellent procedure is to work within "families." Mr. MacMillan considers his MOMENT OF 
TRUTH the finest seedling he has produced to date. It is off of CHOSEN ONE x ROBERT WAY 
SCHLUMPF. The pollen parent of CHOSEN ONE is the same seedling as the pod and pollen parent of 
ROBERT WAY SCHLUMPF, the latter being a "selfed" seedling like PRESIDENT GILES. This is a perfect 
example of what can be accomplished by working within a family. It is one of the soundest principles to be 
followed in the breeding of either plants or animals. Many of you who have read my pedigrees know that 
nearly all of my best seedlings are closely related and that I fully subscribe to the principal of working 
within genetic families. 
 
Best wishes to you in a truly wonderful hobby. 
 
 
 

 
THE BEAUTY OF TODAY 
By Nancy Wood, Houston 

 
A woman's work is never done or so they say 
And that is right, yet comes the day 
When beds unmade and floors un-swept 
And dishes stacked in the sink are left 
While hurrying feet to the garden bound 
To see God's glory all around. 
As daylilies open their sleepy eyes 
Tall stately ladies, Queens they are 
They rule my day. 
And friends afar come by to chat, 
Then stop to stare 
At all the beauty they see there. 
When in my little fence-bound world 
The seed to bud, to flower unfurled, 
The cares of yesterday all faded away, 
Before the beauty that is today. 

 
 

******************************************************* 
 
 
SO YOUR EFFORTS are criticized? Congratulations! You have either done something intelligent, or 
abstained from doing something foolish. 
  

  



CLONAL TREATMENT OF HEMEROCALLIS WITH COLCHICINE 
 

By Lucille Warner 
 
Mildred Schlumpf has asked me to describe and discuss our method of treating our Hems. Much of this 
will be a repetition of the article we wrote in the 1969 Yearbook of AHS. However, we will go into greater 
detail at this time. 
In September of 1967, we planted 1,000 clones for treatment. We planted single divisions "high" so that 
the entire crown was exposed and the beginning of the protruding roots barely showed above ground. 
After the plants were completely established, approximately 6 weeks, we cut each plant to within 1/4" - 
1/2" above the crown, hollowed each one out, and filled the small, hollowed-out cavity with 1% colchicine 
with an eye-dropper. After the initial recovery began, and before the first hard freeze, we mulched the 
plants lightly, one to two inches of mulch. 
It appeared that the only plants lost were those which had inadvertently been cut lower than 1/4" above 
the crown. The recovery was rapid, and the visual effects were most impressive. 
The only two aspects of our treatment which are different from other methods of clonal treatment are: 1) 
The plants chosen for treatment are lined out and treated in the open ground. 2) We treat with 1% 
colchicine in lieu of a weaker solution. The treatment of the clone in the open garden allows the plant to 
be in its natural habitat when it is subjected to the devastating effects of colchicine. 
In the Fall of 1968 we treated 1,800 clones, and Melinda treated 300. In 1969 we treated 700. These 
included selected named varieties, and the balance of our diploid seedlings. These are planted in groups 
according to treatment, and are labeled so that the visiting gardener may identify and distinguish between 
the full tetraploid and the treated clone and the method by which the clone has been treated. If it is 
confusing to the inquiring and visiting gardener, then we trust it will be pleasant confusion. 
 
All our display beds of named varieties have been converted to display beds of treated named varieties. 
These include: GREEN FLUTTER, EMPIRE, IRENE FELIX, CLARENCE SIMON, FULL REWARD, 
BESSIE BELLE COOPER, MAY HALL, JUBILEE PINK, SYMPHONY IN PURPLE, GAY GENELLE, 
GERALDINE, NOB HILL, WINSOME LADY, GUARDIAN ANGEL, SARALOU MERRELL, RENEE, 
PINK FLUFF, SLEEPING BEAUTY, HORTENSIA, HE COMFORTS ME, HEAVENLY PROMISE, SONG 
OF DAVID, COUNTRY MUSIC, CHOSEN ONE, DOWN SOUTH, GREEN VALLEY, BETTY BENNETT 
BROWN, SYMPHONY IN RUFFLES, VIOLETTA, CURLS, SWEET GEORGIA BROWN, STEP 
FORWARD, PURPLE SPENDOR, BORGIA, GOLD THIMBLE, ZIPPETY, A GO GO, LOVERLY, BASES 
LOADED, MISS OLA, BITSY, FAWN, BATTER UP, MATTIE MAE BERRY, ANGEL, PIZZA, SNOOPY, 
LAVENDER BUBBLES, LAVENDER FLIGHT, FLUTED CHALICE, DANCER'S IMAGE, LEE ANN 
HUGHES, MAXINE HAYCOCK, BEWITCHED, MACK THE KNIFE, MARGARET CORNELIUS, 
LAVENDER LADY, and LUCY. Several of these are guest plants which we have treated at the request of 
their hybridizers. 
In one display bed, for our comparison and for the comparison of the interested guest, we have planted 
side by side the treated and untreated clone of three hybrids. We chose for comparison LOVERLY, our S-
65-400 raspberry, and our W-66-560 lavender. 
Of the ones treated in 1967 and which bloomed in 1968, there were 13 treated clones which crossed with 
full tetraploids. There are 63 seedlings which should bloom in 1970 from these crosses. 
There should be an abundance of bloom in 1970. All the clones treated in 1967 and 1968 should bloom, 
and a percentage of those treated in 1969. There will be repeat bloom on the 1,000 full tetraploids which 
bloomed in 1969. There will be approximately 500 new tetraploid seedlings to bloom in 1970. 
In the full tetraploid crosses (ones which had their first bloom in 1969) we were particularly enthusiastic 
about a cross of (LUCRETIOUS x CAPTAIN REID) x (CRESTWOOD LUCY x CRESTWOOD ANN). All 
the seedlings were in shades of pink, and three of them were a rich plum color, deeper than pink but not 
quite red. Then there was a cross of KATHLEEN ELSIE RANDALL x (CRESTWOOD ANN x Fay 61-5), of 
which two seedlings were small-flowered in a delicate blending of pink and melon, and one a large-
flowered seedling with much the same form as HEAVENLY PROMISE in the same delicate blend of pink 
and melon. 
The welcome mat at Hem'd Inn will be out in 1970, as always. Particularly for Region 6, as you attend the 
Regional Meeting. 

  



HEM'D INN - 534 Aqua Drive, Dallas, Texas 75218 
 
JAY WARNER LUCILLE WARNER MELINDA WARNER MCCONNEL 
 
Jay, Melinda and I invite you to include HEM'D INN in your itinerary for 1970. The welcome mat will be out 
while you are attending the Region 6 Meeting. Come by on your way to National in Atlanta, Georgia; or 
just come by anytime because we would enjoy having you. Our expected bloom will include: 

1,000 tetraploid seedlings, rebloom from1968-1969 
500 tetraploid seedlings, first year bloom 
1,000 clones, treated with colchicine in 1967 
1,800 clones, treated with colchicine in 1968 
300 clones, treated with colchicine in 1968, by Melinda 

 
Tetraploid seedlings will be sold this year, as in 1969, for September delivery, tagged as to color and 
parentage: 

Selected red, pink or melon tetraploid seedlings......................................... $5.00 each 
Selected yellow or orange tetraploid seedlings ............................................. 4.00 each 

 
Warner diploid hybrids still being grown are: 
ANGEL, small-flowered yellow, J. C. 1969 ............... $10.00 
FAWN, golden brown miniature .................................... 5.00 
PIZZA, gold miniature ................................................... 5.00 
SNOOPY (yellow miniature, J. C. 1967) ..................... 10.00 

MATTIE MAE BERRY (yellow miniature, J.C. 1966) . $7.50 
ZIPPETY, pink small yellow miniature, J.C. 1966.........5.00 

 
A GO GO, lavender small-flowered, (J. C. 1965, Melinda's) ............................................................... $5.00 
 
Minimum order $15.00, $1.00 postage, this applies to named varieties or seedling orders. Our early bloom 
will be April 15-May 15. Our mid-season bloom will be May 15-June 15. 
 

***************************************************************************************************************** 
ADVERTISING RATE FOR NEWSLETTER 

  
1 page (57 lines approximately) ................ $12.50 
1/2 page (29 lines approximately).................. 7.00 
1/4 page (13 lines approximately).................. 4.00 
By the line ........................................................ .35 

Deadlines 
1st quarter issue...............................  January 15th 
2nd quarter ............................................ April 15th 
3rd quarter....................................... ....... July 15th 
4th quarter .......................................  October 15th 

 
Circulation 

 
Approximately 600 in Region 6 
Approximately 60 out of state 

 
Tear off on this line 

 
REGION 6 SUSTENANCE FUND 

 
Mrs. Robert W. Schlumpf, RVP Region 6, AHS 
7803 High Star Drive 
Houston, Texas 77036 
 
I will be happy to support the Newsletter and the other activities of Region 6. 
 
My contribution $  
 
Signed    
 
Address  
 

  



CONTRIBUTORS TO THE 1970 SUSTENANCE FUND 
 

Austin 
Mr. B. F. Ater 
Mrs. William Bohn 
Mrs. Lillian Brown 
Mrs. James L. Fomby 
Mrs. Guy Gates (Leander) 
Mrs. B. A. Goodfriend 
Mrs. C. W. Hall 
Mrs. 0. P. Harris (Taylor) 
Mrs. H. C. Kilpatrick 
Mrs. John F. Lanier 
Miss Lillian Peek 
Mrs. Calvin G. Reeves 
Mrs. Julius Schutze 
Mrs. T. E. Stone, (Georgetown) 
Mrs. Hugo Schmidt, (Rockdale) 
Miss Mary Catherine Wilcox 
Brazosport 
Mrs. J. C. Brockman, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Buettner 
Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Cooke 
Mr. and Mrs. Cooper Davis 
Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Denham 
Mr. Raymond Early 
Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Everett 
Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Hall 
Mrs. A. L. Hammond 
Mrs. J. T. Humphreys 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Keener 
Mr. and Mrs. E. E. LaGasse 
Mr. and Mrs. A. T. Mann 
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. McIver 
W. B. Prewitt 
Mrs. John Ramey 
Mrs. F. L. Raynor 
Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Rupe 
Mr. C. F. Schreiber 
Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Scruggs 
Mrs. George Sheffield 
Mr. James L. Slaughter 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence R. Smith 
Mrs. S. D. Stratton 
Mrs. F. D. Tarrant 
Mrs. T. A. Walker 
Dallas 
Mrs. Royal A. Ferris, Jr. 
Mrs. Neal Meagher 
Robert P. Miller 
Mrs. Nellie Joe Trott 
Mr. U. G. Winniford 
Helotes 
Sandra G. Chaney 
Houston 
Mrs. Harry Archer 
Mr. Jack Carpenter 
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Carr 
Mrs. Bertha Cone 
Mrs. Keith L. Croft 
Mrs. Jim Dezendorf 
Mrs. Jack Fisher 

Mr. and Mrs. William Gerald 
Mrs. Virginia Goldupes 
Mr. and Mrs. M. E. Hall 
Mr. F.A. C. McCulla 
Mrs. R. L. Newman 
Mrs. Nadine Pursell 
Mrs. Ilse Richardson 
Mr. Carl Sauer 
Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Schaefering 
Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Schlake 
Mrs. R. W. Schlumpf 
Mrs. Oliver Senior 
Mrs. Helen Spiller 
Miss and Mrs. Margaret Standard 
Mrs. F. M. Thomas 
Mrs. J. Q. Vencil 
Mrs. A. B. Walkinshaw 
Mrs. Ben Wheeler 
Mr. and Mrs. K. G. Wheeler 
Mrs. Nancy Wood 
Huntsville 
Mrs. C. C. Springfield 
Kountze 
Mrs. H. A. Coe 
Lufkin 
Mrs. Sam Bennett 
Mrs. Homer Duncan 
Mrs. Roy C. Hopson 
Mrs. Jack Kennedy 
Mrs. Truman Largent 
Mrs. Jesse O'Quinn 
Mrs. R. W. Riley 
Mrs. R. T. Roebuck 
Mrs. J. S. Salagay 
Mrs. R. G. Scott 
Mrs. Jack Scott 
Mrs. Robert Scott 
Mrs. Hub Trevathan 
Mrs. Ben Vaughn 
Mexia 
Mrs. Claude Gore 
Nacogdoches    
Mrs. Vernon Hill 
Pleasanton    
Mrs. Helen B. Campbell 
Mrs. R. D. Copeland 
Mrs. Pearl Howard 
San Antonio 
Mrs. J. R. Mercer 
Mrs. R. L. Shields 
Sweeny 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley E. Hyer 
Miss Betty L. Davis 
Waco 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Reichert 
Chillicothe, Ohio 
Mrs. Ray Larrick 
Walters, Oklahoma 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Waltermire 

 
Lets add to this list in the next issue of the Newsletter. Prices continue to rise and this increases the cost 
of the two extra Newsletters. 
 

  



A FEW BASIC RULES FOR GROWING DAYLILIES 
 
These rules are too often taken for granted by one who has grown them and learned by trial and error 
what to do and not to do. 
1. Never plant too deep, not more than an inch below the crown, for in getting rooted they are pulled 

deeper into the soil. If they fail to bloom, check to see if they are too deep. 
2. When you plant a big, healthy division, don't be surprised if it gets smaller for awhile, for in putting 

down roots the plant has to live off the top. 
3. Don't worry about the roots being cut off when you receive them. They are more useful in anchoring 

the plant than anything. While the plant is getting started, the roots supply food and water. If you 
should dig the plant a month later, you would find an entirely new set of roots while the old roots were 
mere shells. 

4. Never put nitrogen under a plant as you put it out for it will burn the roots. The plant will benefit more 
later by an application of fertilizer. 

5. Never judge a daylily on a one-year plant The second year you will see quite a difference in size and 
height of bloom as well as number of buds. 

 
Since nine out of ten people who grow daylilies can't resist cross-pollinating their favorites, we would like 
to give you the best formula for planting. The following was developed by the Horticultural Department of 
Cornell University: 
 

CORNELL MIXTURE 
 

4 gallons of Vermiculite or Terralite 4 tbs. agricultural limestone 
4 gallons peat moss (fine) 4 tsp. superphosphate 
1 cup of 5-10-5 or 6-8-6 fertilizer 

 
Put in flats and cover seeds with 1/2 inch or less of either mixture or sand. I prefer sand. Cover with burlap 
and water through the cover until most of the young sprouts start coming through the burlap. When taken 
out of the flats to line out, there will be enough Vermiculite clinging to the roots to ward off the shock of 
being transplanted. The burlap is not a necessity, but it does hasten germination. A newspaper over the 
planting for a few days would help. 
 

Mary Lester in the Greater Atlanta, 
Georgia Hemerocallis Society Newsletter, May 1969 

  
QUESTION AND ANSWER DEPARTMENT 

 
With this first Newsletter I should like to start a new question and answer department. I think it would be of 
great help to our beginning daylily enthusiasts. So if you have any questions please send them to me and 
I will include them in the next Newsletter with any answers received in the third letter. Of course if I am 
able to come up with any of the answers in the meantime, I will print them in Newsletter #2. 
 
Here are a few questions I invite our members to send in answers to for the following Newsletter: 
A - Name and describe 5 daylilies that you would recommend to the beginner. 
B - Do you think tetraploids will eventually replace diploids? 
C - What has been the most effective daylily used in your hybridizing program? 
 

********************************** 
 
I cannot stress enough the need for all of us to vote in the Popularity Poll this year and every year. It takes 
so little time and unfortunately so many of us let the time go by and fail to send in our vote. You do not 
have to be an Awards and Honors Judge to vote in the Popularity Poll. It is open to all members of the 
American Hemerocallis Society. 

  



We need more Awards and Honors Judges in Region 6 and if you feel that you meet the requirements 
which I shall list below please write to me listing your qualifications and I will send you a form to be filled 
out and returned to me. Of course, it helps to take the Awards and Honors Clinics which are usually held 
at our Regional Meetings but it is not required. 
 
Qualifications for becoming an Awards and Honors Judge: 
You must be able to travel and visit gardens other than those in your own locality. You should know and 
grow Hemerocallis and above all, be sincere in your voting. 
 
Most of us visit many gardens during the blooming season so there must be a number of us who could be 
prospective Awards and Honors Judges for our Region. 
 

********************************** 
 
I wish to take this opportunity to thank all those who have assisted in the compiling of this Newsletter. I 
would like to especially thank Mr. Martin McMillan whose suggestions and pointers have been of great 
value to me. Mr. K. G. Wheeler of Houston has assisted with the proof reading and suggestions, also 
assembling, and mailing the Newsletter. 
 
I hope that because of its length you have not found the Newsletter boring but after due consideration I 
felt that I could not omit a bit of it this time. 
I ran into a snag right in the beginning since I had typed all of the pages and when I took it to the printer, 
found that with my conventional typewriter and regular ribbon, it was not sharp enough copy to reproduce 
well. So, with Mr. Wheeler's help, I obtained an electric typewriter with a carbon ribbon and typed the 
entire letter over. So if you tire of reading, just think of how tired I got typing. 
 
I welcome your comments, suggestions, and criticism. I shall continue to do my best and hope to turn out 
interesting Newsletters. After all it is up to you. You are the only ones who can make them interesting. 
Please continue to send in items of interest and short articles. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
RVP Region 6

 

  


