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IT HAS BEEN AN "INTERESTING" EXPERIENCE 
 

This is the last Newsletter it will be our pleasure to edit. We are most grateful to all those who have helped 
make the Vice President's job easier. This "team" has been superb. The Regional Representatives have been 
loyal and dependable. The occasional letters from others have been real morale builders. 

We'll miss all these fine associations. 
We hope we may have made many lasting friends; that we have been able to contribute something toward 

the fulfillment of the aims and purposes of the American Hemerocallis Society and to the enthusiasm for our 
favorite flower in Region 6; and that those who have worked so faithfully with us the past three years will give 
equal support to Mrs. Robert Schlumpf, our new leader. - Martin McMillan 
 

RODGER CROKER PLUGS FOR MORE HELP FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
 

Shane, our 3 ½--year-old son, has shown an interest in gardening and especially our collection of daylilies. 
Each morning he has to go with me on a private tour. Already he recognizes a number by name and often runs 
to tell me that PAPPY GATES or JAKE RUSSELL is "open" today. PLUM DANDY (Lenington) is his favorite. 

The mention of his interest to Miss Edna Lankart in correspondence with her brought a package of seed of 
some very choice crosses she had made. Now he has his own seedling patch planted. 

As a younger member of the AHS, I realize the need for encouragement to our children and young people 
if we are to have an interest in gardening in time to come. 

Miss Lankart and others who have contributed time, plants and seed, should be commended for this 
encouragement. - Rodger N. Coker, Llano, Texas 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: LOCAL CLUB TREASURERS AND NON-AHS GARDENERS - Because of the 33% increase in 
postage rates and higher printing costs it has been necessary to require a minimum contribution to the 
Region's Sustenance Fund of $2.00 by non-AHS subscribers, since the AHS does not share the expense of 
non-member subscriptions. 
 
In making remittances to the Sustenance Fund it is also important that the Editor be informed whether or not 
the donor is or is not a member of AHS. The mailing list for members is furnished by the National Secretary but 
the Newsletter Editor is responsible for all other subscribers mailing labels. Your cooperation in this matter will 
help prevent errors. 
 
  

 



 

SCIENTIFIC CORNER - CROWN ROT 
Second In A Series Of Scientific Essays 
by John P. Buettner of Lake Jackson, 

Member of the AHS Scientific Committee 
 

This time I wish to write on the subject of CROWN ROT. The only problem is: I really know nothing about 
the subject! But that's never stopped me before, so here goes. The views expressed here are solely my own, 
for which I am responsible, and do not represent any general opinion held by members of the AHS Scientific 
Committee. 

There can be no doubt that, as our Hem varieties become more and more specialized and, in many cases, 
more and more inbred, their tendencies to be subject to faults or weaknesses increase just as their obvious 
superiorities show themselves. 

Does this mean that a variety has a tendency to rot, just as it has a tendency to bloom early or to multiply 
slowly? I think it does. 

To me one example will illustrate this. Miss Spalding's DORCAS has a reputation as a Hem that will rot. My 
experience with it has been mixed, but I have lost it from time to time from that cause. Mr. W. B. MacMillan's 
PRESIDENT GILES is a selfed cross of a DORCAS seedling and I don't think anyone can deny that rotting is a 
bad trait of this particular cultivar. I have grown it three separate times and it will not survive even one full 
season for me. Others have reported the same experience. 

Mr. MacMillan's introductions from the time of PRESIDENT GILES on have had to fight this problem, some 
with more success than others. Beautiful as they are, and I think there are none prettier, his breeding line has 
not yet successfully weeded out this weakness introduced into it through DORCAS. 

If the above is true, why is it true? What is there about a particular Hem that makes it weak in this one 
respect? I'm sure that I don't know. It has to be controlled by the genes if it is a matter of heredity. 

Articles in the AHS Journal have stated that the disease is caused by a fungus invading the root system 
and crown of the plant and causing it to deteriorate. If so, the systems of some cultivars must be easier to get 
into than others, since the fungi are presumed to be everywhere in the ground. 

Certainly a cut or tear in a root will offer a method of entry for the fungus, but many plants catch the 
disease that have not been injured in any way. Perhaps the texture of their roots is such that the fungus can 
more easily gain entrance. Perhaps the make-up of the outer surface of the crown varies in the rate at which it 
breaks down and this rate is higher in the more susceptible plants. 

Of one thing you can be sure: There are two things that will promote and encourage the growth of fungus. 
These are heat and humidity. It is hotter in the Northern part of our Region; it is unquestionably more humid in 
the Southern part. Any program to overcome the disease has to look at ways to offset or minimize the effect of 
these two factors. 

So I've made up a sort of list of do's and don'ts which I shall set down here. Not so much because they are 
right, as I've said before, but in the hope that they will give you something to think about. 
 
1. Please don't water too much. As a matter of fact, down along the coast, give some thought to not watering 

at all. By this I mean that, after the bloom season, say in the middle of July, the daylilies often fade slightly 
and go into a dormant type of period. They don't need water during this time. They'll let you know if they 
are getting too dry, but you'd be surprised how long they can go with no ill effects. I must give credit to Mrs. 
Lucille Williamson of Roganville for starting me on this trend of thought. 

We have had a fairly dry Summer here this year, but I have watered only once since mid-July. Now you 
may not be able to get away with this up in North Texas, but the humidity here is so high early in the 
morning that the fans gather water down in the V where the leaves join, just from the air, and this 
apparently is all they need. 

Our ground here is heavy, so it will hold water longer than will sandy soil. But I figured that if Mrs. 
Williamson could get away with it in that light soil of hers, the least I could do was to give it a try. My honest 
opinion is that most people water their Hems far too much, and, in the middle of Summer you're asking for 
trouble. 

2. A lot of hybridizers will not only use a daylily as a pod parent on the first round of bloom, naturally, but also 
load it down on rebloom. This means that the plant is putting energy into seed production through the 
months of July and August when it would rather relax and take it easy. Setting too many seed pods strikes 
me as a bad idea. The daylily is bound to be weakened and more susceptible to disease from such 
treatment. This practice may be fine in the North, where the rebloom scapes go into the cooler Fall 



 

 

weather, but it's a long, hot Summer here. Though I have no data to show that plants which are heavily 
used as pod parents are more susceptible to crown rot than others, I believe it to be true. 

3. It has always seemed to me that the use of Summer mulch in our climate just has to be a necessary thing. 
The ground is cooler because the direct rays of the Sun are kept off it. Of course, the daylilies do a pretty 
good job of shading themselves if planted closely together, but mulch should do a more effective job. But I 
must admit that, on those mid-Summer days when we get a little shower early in the morning and then the 
Sun comes out and literally fries that water into the ground, I'd sure like to be able to run out there and jerk 
that stuff from the ground until the bulk of the moisture has evaporated from the surface. The increase in 
humidity right at the surface of the ground just has to be tremendous under those circumstances and 
having the ground exposed to the air would enable it to return to normal quite a bit sooner. But I guess you 
can't have your cake and eat it, too. 

4. Most of us try to get our garden reshuffling done as soon as possible in order to let the newly replanted 
fans settle themselves before cold weather comes. A lot of loss comes from dividing and replanting too 
soon. I rarely plan any sort of concentrated activity until after October 15th. It would be earlier, of course, in 
North Texas, but the same qualitative statement applies. 

You are providing a natural opening for fungus by dividing or otherwise cutting into clones while the 
weather is still warm enough for the spores to remain active and multiply. The fan has somewhat hardened 
itself off from such attack in the process of growth but becomes immediately exposed again when divided. 
Fungus activity drops off very, very sharply with cooler temperatures, so it sure helps to wait. 

 
We hope this narrative will stimulate some of you to improve the manner you grow Hems, or at least give you 
an additional appreciation of the CROWN ROT problem. If it does, then I think this will have been worth the 
space in your Newsletter that it has taken. - John P. Buettner, Lake Jackson 
 

COMING EVENTS 
 
National Convention, Atlanta, Georgia ............................................................................... June 18-20, 1970 
Annual Meeting, Region 13, Baton Rouge, Louisiana ........................................................ May 22-24, 1970 
Annual Meeting, Region 6, Date and Place will be announced later 
 

REGION 13 (LOUISIANA) TO HOLD ITS 1970 MEETING IN BATON ROUGE 
 

Tentative plans are being made for the 1970 Region 13 Meeting to be held in Baton Rouge, according to a 
report from by Ruby Campbell in the current Region 13 Newsletter. 

According to the report, present plans call for a May 22-24 date, with headquarters at the Bellemont Motor 
Hotel. The proposed tour gardens include those of Edith Sholar, Jim and Adele McKinney, Mrs. H. H. Howell, 
Ed and Margie Beckham, Clarence Crochet, Mrs. T. N. Ferris, Mr. John Cockerham, and Bill Monroe. Other 
gardens may also be open for off-time visiting. A slide show, possible Exhibition Judges Refresher Course, 
luncheon, and banquet are being discussed. 

Mr. Ed Beckham is Chairman of the event; Mr. and Mrs. James McKinney and Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Crochet 
are in charge of registration, while Mr. Fred Buchanan and Mr. Joe Mertzweiller are to handle the Slide Show. 
 

AND THAT'S HOW THE COOKIE BREAKS 
 
We lost several Hems to the drought, some of our best ones, but I think all the ones in the back beds I 
intended to throw away look like the middle of Spring. - Joyce Lewis 
 



 

EMMA MIDDLEBROOKS 
 

During our tenure in the office of Region 6 RVP, Mrs. Emma Middlebrooks of Shreveport, LA, became a 
warm and helpful friend. Others of her many friends in Region 6 mourn with us at her tragic and untimely 
death. 

Mr. William R. Stutson, Region 13 RVP and close associate of Emma in the Shreveport Hemerocallis 
Study Club, has dedicated his last issue (Fall, 1969) of the Region 13 Newsletter to her memory. We repeat his 
comments here: 

"This issue is dedicated to the memory of Emma Middlebrooks, member of the Board of the American 
Hemerocallis Society, organizer of the Hemerocallis Study Club, and promoter of Hemerocallis throughout 
Louisiana and the nation. Mrs. Middlebrooks will be greatly missed, especially in this area, for it was she who 
held the philosophy that it can be done, and we can do it. 

So many times when we were a little hesitant in taking on a program such as a Regional Meeting, National 
Convention, or even a fund raising campaign in our club, Emma always stood up and made us feel the 
necessity of such a plan, and she worked with us until it was finished successfully. 

Then I must mention her love for children, though she had none of her own. Mrs. Middlebrooks never forgot 
my children at Easter, Christmas, or Valentine's Day. There was always a card or a small gift for them on these 
occasions. 

There were some who disagreed with her and at times I was among that group, and she recognized our 
right to disagree. For only a person who is accomplishing something gets criticized and only those who dare 
take a stand and voice opinions of their own 'incur the wrath of others.' 

Emma Middlebrooks will not be forgotten. Each time we have a Regional, National, or any kind of meeting, 
we will, in our mind's eye, get a glimpse of Emma waving to us across a garden of daylilies." 
 

MARGARET KANE LAUDS SAN ANTONIO'S FIRST HEMEROCALLIS SHOW 
 

The San Antonio Hemerocallis Society offered its first exhibit to the people of the area on June 21st. This 
educational show was staged at Central Park Mall, a beautiful new shopping mall where a 20-foot fountain 
provided a wonderful background. 

Each exhibitor brought their flowers in suitable containers, many choosing the orchid tubes set upright in 
Styrofoam bases. These appear to offer the best way to show individual blooms as the tubes hold the blossom 
off the base to display the curved segments, heavy substance, or other characteristic that makes the bloom 
desirable. 

Cut scapes, beautifully arranged in attractive containers, were placed at each corner, one of these used 
yellow Shrimp Plant as companion material. A tiered container contained a wealth of blossoms in unusual 
colors, still another used yellow Spotted Scuba as a background. Driftwood with inset orchid tubes made 
another eye-catching display and a collection of miniature blooms was a surprise to many spectators who had 
not had an opportunity to see the small-flowered daylilies. The tables were covered with green burlap. 

Of interest to many uninitiated gardeners was the display of growing daylilies, from seed, through 
seedlings, to bloom. The handling of proliferations by "layering" with sphagnum moss was new to many who 
were already growing daylilies but had not realized the possibilities in the proliferations. 

A display of tetraploid seedlings took center stage with those who had grown daylilies before. The heavy 
texture, large size, and exquisite color were almost unbelievable. 

The most common question asked was, "Are they orchids?" The hosts took pleasure in assuring the 
questioner that the over 400 Hemerocallis blooms on display were from plants that many consider the easiest 
to grow of all perennials. 

Needless to say, application blanks for membership were offered with several new members the result. 
The timing of the show was later than usual, resulting in many Hems that are not often seen in daylily 

shows since the usual show is set for peak blooming time. However, the range of colors shown was excellent 
since it took in the last of the early mid-season and the first of the late-flowering Hems. 

Mrs. Emma Nelson is the President of the San Antonio Hemerocallis Society. - Margaret Kane, San 
Antonio 
  



 

 

CHICAGO LAND REVISITED 
 

For those daylily enthusiasts who have tetraploid fever, the Chicago area provides a greater stimulus to 
their already intense interest than any other spot in the world. Here may be seen the handiwork of Fay, 
Griesbach, Brother Charles Recamp, Blocher, Marsh, Rudolph, and, no doubt, others. 

A visit to the gardens of these gentlemen in the Summer of 1967 provided much inspiration for a continued 
interest in tetraploids. But this year's displays showed almost incredible progress in the development of the 
tetraploid daylily. In the Marsh and Griesbach gardens, the expansion of the range of colors was very evident. 
Particularly beautiful were several deep violet and purple daylilies in the Marsh garden - a color break in the 
relatively monotonous parade of melon, yellow, and gold tetraploid daylilies. 

In the fields at Mission Gardens, where Brother Charles Recamp does his hybridizing, the quality of the 
1969 seedlings was absolutely superb. Almost any seedling at random was superior to the best currently 
available in commerce. They were wide-petaled, ruffled, and gorgeous. To be sure, the range of color was 
rather narrow - mostly melon, with an occasional yellow. Brother Charles says that he will now turn his 
attention to a wider range of colors, and the results should not be too long in coming, if past performance is 
any criterion. 

In the Fay garden, the most admired daylily was the beautiful BRIGHT COPPER which is one of his Fall 
1969, introductions. Mr. Fay, always ahead of his time, is now turning his attention to the development of a 
more graceful scape in the tetraploid daylily. The most strenuous objection thus far offered to the tetraploid 
daylily is the rather (or sometimes extremely) coarse scape which supports the flower. Mr. Fay is working to 
put an "S" curve in the scape. This, he says, was consciously bred into the tall bearded irises many years ago, 
and can also be bred into the daylily. Excessive thickness can also be bred out of the tetraploid scape. 

Local hybridizers should take note of these trends in the development of the daylily. We, who live in the hot 
areas of the country, must also work for greater fertility in the tetraploids, since many of the commercially 
available varieties are extremely reluctant to produce seed in our climate. - Dr. Robert Miller, Dallas 
 

PERFORMANCE REPORT FROM TYLER 
 

July 15th, and here in Tyler it is the 25th consecutive day when the temperature has exceeded the 100 
degree mark. There has been no rain since May and most daylily gardens observed recently are in a pitiful 
condition. Here in my own yard, the daylily beds have been cleaned up, cultivated and watered regularly. 
Daylily bloom compares to the usual August bloom and many that should be repeating are not showing new 
scapes. This year the list from which I select my 25 favorites is a bit shorter. 

AVA MICHELLE, FULL REWARD, CARTWHEELS, NOBILITY, and BLONDE BUTTERFLY continue to 
bloom on the first scapes. The repeaters in this class are JAKE RUSSELL, KERRY, HEAVENLY PROMISE, 
LEXINGTON, RARE TREASURE, LIME PAINTED LADY, MYRA HINSON, ANTEBELLUM, CELEBRATION, 
WAGON TRAIN, and PRESIDENT RICE. 

The best red repeat is on WAR EAGLE, BLACK FESTIVAL, CAREY QUINN, BESS ROSS, and 
SKIATOOK CARDINAL. In the colorful combination of gold and red are ELEGANT EMERS, MERRY SUN, and 
PAPPY GATES. 

I am amazed at the beauty of many melons after a full day in the sun and the best of those repeating are 
CLARENCE SIMON, SPARTACUS, MULTNOMAH, MARY LESTER, MELON BALLS, DORFAY, PAGAN 
BEAUTY, MARY LAWRENCE, and MYSTIC MOOD. Equally good in pastel pink are ANNIE WELCH, BAMBI 
DOLL, DOROTHY JANE, SOFT MUSIC, INCOMPARABLE, and LOVE THAT PINK. Stronger shades in pinks 
are MAY HALL, SEA GOLD, DORCAS, GRECIAN GIFT, ANGEL CHOIR, and ROSETTA. 

So many of the newer varieties that should be re-blooming are not - just the well established varieties. A 
look out the window and others that I see blooming are SUMMER LOVE, RUFFLED PINAFORE, FRANK 
WILLIAMS, DOUBLE DECKER, CASHMERE, SHALOM, BELLE OF LITTLEFIELD, CAPRI, DAZZLING EYE, 
MENTONE, and last but not least, some of my own numbered seedlings. - Mayme Hill, Tyler 
 
MRS. PAUL REICHERT, of Waco, who participated in the bus trip to the National Convention in July, suffered 
a severe stroke while visiting her daughter in Houston, September 21st. She is in Memorial Baptist Hospital 
"Downtown," Houston. 
  



 

GROWING HEMEROCALLIS IN THE GREENHOUSE FOR WINTER HYBRIDIZING 
 

At our greenhouses we have been growing Hemerocallis inside for over ten years. There have been many 
interesting developments through these years. The methods of raising plants have not changed too much, only 
the cultivars have been changed. 

For greenhouse culture I like to pot mature two-ramet plants in six-inch deep clay pots, with a potting 
mixture of good loamy high organic soil. We have always used forty-watt incandescent bulbs spaced three feet 
apart, three feet above the pots. These lights are turned on by a time-clock from ten p.m. until two a.m. to give 
supplementary light per day during the winter. If one does not have a time-clock one can turn on the lights from 
six p.m. to ten p.m. - which is quite satisfactory. 

We find a night temperature of 60 to 65 degrees is sufficient. 
The consideration of cultivars for winter flowering brings up many interesting factors which we have 

observed over this period of time. 
First, I have classified Hemerocallis according to the time they flower outside during a normal growing 

season. Here are some helpful examples; our growth starting date at Ruckersville, Virginia, is figured as March 
15th. APRILET starts flowering on April 23rd, so I call it a 7 week cultivar. QUEEN OF GONZALES starts to 
bloom May 23rd and is called a 10 week cultivar. JAKE'S MARY starts to flower June 28th and is called a 15 
week cultivar. Plants potted and brought into the greenhouse can be expected to flower in the same number of 
weeks as they did outside. 

Flowering can be manipulated by changing the night temperature in the greenhouse. JAKE'S MARY can be 
forced into flower as a 13 week cultivar by raising the night temperature to 75 degrees. It is helpful to be able to 
change the night temperature when you want to flower new seedlings which have not bloomed outside before. 
That is, you can delay or force a cultivar by two weeks by increasing or lowering the night temperature. To give 
you an example, we are flowering 11 week cultivars in the greenhouse at the present time but want to be able 
to cross what will probably be a 14 week cultivar. We have moved the 11 week plant to the cold, 55 degree, 
end of the greenhouse and have the 14 week cultivar in the warmest spot. They will bloom at the same time. 

We find working with cultivars in the greenhouse that plants which take longer than 16 weeks to flower are 
not really worth the effort. 

Second, cultivars for greenhouse growing come under three classifications. They are evergreen, light-
response dormant, and temperature-dormant cultivars. Semi-evergreen and evergreen can be considered the 
same in this project. Light-response dormants are those plants which do not lose their leaves but continue to 
grow under the supplementary light conditions mentioned earlier. Examples are CRESTWOOD ANN, MARY 
TODD, ARRIBA, ALLEGIANCE, and WAR EAGLE. 

Temperature-dormants are those cultivars which must have six weeks of cold treatment, below 50 degrees 
at night. By December 10th at Ruckersville we have had sufficient low temperature outside at night for the 
dormancy requirements. These plants will then start into growth nicely when brought into the greenhouse and 
placed under supplementary lights. If these plants are placed in the greenhouse in October the plants just 
"stand still" until the following Summer. CHETCO is temperature-dormant. 

When we first started to flower Hemerocallis in the greenhouse we used the diploids ANN RUSSELL, 
ELFIN, APRILET, FLAVA, and other early blooming cultivars. Now in 1969, we are using cultivars from 
colchicine induced tetraploids of these early diploids. Some tetraploid seedlings are four generations removed 
from the original treated cultivars. With the use of the greenhouse in this development phase we have been 
able to improve the branching, flowers, and blooming of the extra early flowering Hemerocallis. - Frederick M. 
Benzinger in the March, 1969, Region 12 Newsletter 
 

HYBRIDIZING TREATISE TO BE CARRIED IN NEWSLETTER 
 

Mr. Martin Standard of Metairie, LA, has furnished us with a very interesting and informative discourse on 
hybridizing. Unfortunately it reached us after our bloom season had ended so we have held it over for use in 
the Newsletter prior to our 1970 pollen daubing adventures. Be sure to look for it. If you have not been able to 
come up with a winner, this article will give you a lift. Look for it - and read it thoughtfully! 
  



 

 

NEW SOCIETY LAUNCHED AT PLEASANTON 
 

In response to an invitation from Mrs. H. G. Howard, the RVP and Mrs. McMillan met with an enthusiastic 
group of Hemerocallis growers in the home of Mrs. Howard, Sunday afternoon, October 12th, for the purpose 
of organizing a Hemerocallis Society. 

Mrs. Howard had perfected all arrangements for the meeting, including newspaper publicity, and had 
actually obtained signatures of most of the prospective members, so instead of the necessity of attempting to 
"sell" the group on the idea of organizing, it was only necessary to set up a temporary organization, get the 
names and addresses of those desiring to belong to the Society, and appoint a committee to draw up a set of 
By-Laws. 

Most of the afternoon was spent in looking at slides and discussing various facets of growing and 
displaying Hems, programs, and answering questions. 

Several members of this new Society are also active in the San Antonio Hemerocallis Society and expect 
to continue their membership in this club. It is expected that a fine spirit of friendship between the members of 
these two Societies will be maintained and that the Societies will work together in harmony for their mutual 
interests. The officers and members of Region 6 welcome this new Society. 

Temporary officers selected to head this new group are: Mrs. H. G. Howard, President; Mrs. E. B. Jeeter, 
Treasurer; and Mrs. Louise Oliver, Secretary. Mrs. Howard appointed the following to form the Constitution and 
By-Laws Committee, to report back to her when the document is ready for submission to the group: Mrs. Marie 
Jay, Mrs. Lela Cowser, and Mrs. Katy Crocker. 

Names and addresses of the sixteen members of this new organization are as follows: Mr. and Mrs. H. G. 
Howard, 215 Fount St., Pleasanton 78064; Mr. and. Mrs. E. B. Jeeter, 417 Lantana Lane, Pleasanton 78064; 
Mrs. Louise Oliver, 416 Lantana Lane, Pleasanton 78064. Other members are: Mmes. Jay, Cowser, Crocker, 
Helen Campbell, Fannie Miller, Mae Freeman, Beatrice Copeland, Fay Andrews, Sunshine Bryant, Given 
Shearer, and Wilhelmina Truell, all of Pleasanton. 
 

BROWNWOOD SOCIETY OFF TO GOOD START 
 

The Heart of Texas Daylily Society met October 17th with 11 present. This is a gain of three members 
since being organized. Mr. Collie showed slides of the Houston Meeting and local Hems. We find members are 
interested in seeing slides of their own gardens and are willing to pay for them. 

We are all glad to say we have a new male member, Mr. Claude Sharron, who will be our new Secretary-
Treasurer. Mrs. Sharron also joined. Mrs. Felton Dewbre was elected Program Chairman. - Mae and Malcolm 
Collie 
 

ELIZABETH KENT BERGIN 
 

Mrs. Joe L. (Elizabeth) Bergin died October 15, 1969, in a local hospital after a lengthy illness. She was 
prominent in Dallas gardening and club circles, being a member and former President of the Musical Arts Club, 
The Flower Arrangers Garden Club, and the Iris Society of Dallas. 

She was a former Vice-President and State Membership Chairman of the American Iris Society; an 
accredited show judge, and an Iris Garden and Exhibition Judge. She belonged to the Council of Accredited 
Flower Show Judges and the American Hemerocallis Society. She also was a member of the Dallas 
Symphony League, Dallas Civic Opera Guild, and the First Methodist Church. 

At the conclusion of her term of office as Regional Vice President of the American Iris Society, Region 17, 
both Joe and Elizabeth were presented with life memberships in the AIS. In 1966, the Iris Society of Dallas 
presented Elizabeth the coveted Stella B. Chapman Award in appreciation of her outstanding service. The 
requirements for receiving this award are so high that no other person has ever been so honored. 

Recently Mrs. Bergin had been working with the Dallas Park Department in establishing an Iris garden at 
Samuel Park, where most of her own Iris will be transplanted. It was her desire that any memorial in her honor 
be contributed to this project. Miss Mabel Wilkerson, 832 North Winnetka Ave., Dallas 75208, has agreed to 
accept these contributions. - Mabel Wilkerson, Dallas 
  



 

SPECIFICATIONS FOR MALCOLM COLLIE AWARD CLARIFIED 
 

I have been thinking of the confusion that I and some others found ourselves in when voting for the 
Malcolm Collie Award at the Houston Meeting. As you know the Award is given for BEST SMALL-FLOWERED 
HEMEROCALLIS HYBRIDIZED BY A REGION 6 GROWER SEEN GROWING IN A TOUR GARDEN AT A 
REGION 6 MEETING. But when we looked at the many beautiful and outstanding daylilies that day we tended 
to forget that the Award is for SMALL-FLOWERED and even sometimes miscalculate the size in inches. 

So may I suggest that hereafter the ballots to be used in voting for this Award be printed with a measuring 
scale graduated in ¼” increments to 4" long. BLOOMS MEASURING FROM 3" to 4 ½” ARE CLASSIFIED AS 
SMALL-FLOWERED. That will enable everyone to correctly select the proper size bloom for which to cast their 
vote. 

I wish I had a glowing report of the many things that this fledgling Heart of Texas Hemerocallis Society in 
Brownwood is doing, but alas, this youngster is only now beginning to crawl and I don't know how much 
pabulum it will take to get it to the walking stage. But in a more serious light - although we have no past 
performances to show the world, we are looking forward to a great and useful future in the daylily world. 

We are looking forward to the next Newsletter and the next daylily growing season and last but far from 
least we are looking forward to next year's Regional Meeting and seeing all the people we have learned to love 
and the many new ones to love. - Malcolm Collie, Brownwood 
 

SUSTENANCE FUND REMAINS STABLE 
 

Contributions to the Region 6 Sustenance Fund received during November and December are being 
handled as 1970 gifts. Mr. Joyce Lewis, Region 6 Treasurer, reports such prepayments by the Charles 
Waltermires, formerly of Everman, Texas, now living in Walters, Oklahoma; Mrs. O. P. Harris, Taylor; Mrs. H. 
A. Coe, Kountze; Mrs. C. C. Springfield, Huntsville; and Mrs. Vernon Hill, Nacogdoches. 

It would be nice if we were able to turn over a sizeable check to Mrs. Robert Schlumpf when she takes over 
the Vice Presidency come January 1st. If the activities of the Region were well financed the work of its officers 
would be lightened in no small degree and more effort could be devoted to needed programs, the Youth 
Program, for instance, or the organization of local Daylily Societies. When making out that Christmas shopping 
list, include a check to the Region's Treasurer, and please don't forget to send in your renewal to Mrs. Mollie 
Wheeler, our hard-working National Secretary and custodian of the Society's membership roster. 
 

TEXAS BUS TO ATLANTA TO LEAVE DALLAS JUNE 14th 
 

Though not complete - tentative plans are for the busload of jolly Texas Hemmers to start rolling early the 
morning of June 14th toward Atlanta for the AHS Convention, with Ken at the wheel. We plan to go by way of 
Shreveport, West Monroe, and will spend our first night at either Jackson or Natchez. Ken's address has been 
requested by many. 

Plans are to visit several outstanding gardens and make an antique shop or some point of historical 
importance on our way; arrive in Atlanta on the afternoon of Wednesday, June 17th, in time for members of the 
party to "do as they please" Wednesday night and most of Thursday. You may nightclub, sightsee, visit, or just 
plain rest. 

Leaving Atlanta Sunday morning, June 21st, we will tour the Carolinas - with a visit to the famous Old 
Salem Restoration - coming home by way of Tennessee, thus making a complete loop. We want to see as 
much of this beautiful country as we can on our return trip. 

There will be games, sing-songs, eats, and drinks as before. While some money still remains in the "Kitty," 
all of the calendars (1970) are not sold and we will welcome any suggestions you may nave to add to this fund. 

Several have already sent deposits for a seat on the bus. Those having gone either of the past two years 
have until November 15th to claim their seat, After that, those on the waiting list will have a reserve seat, in 
order as they are received. We already have three on the waiting list. Fifteen dollars deposit will hold your 
place. I hope to have the price of the bus in the next Newsletter. 

Again looking forward to another year of fun and good fellowship. - Lula Mae Purnell, 2926 Maple Springs, 
Dallas, Texas 75235 
  



 

 

FRESH FROM THE GARDEN 
 

THE DAYLILIES here (Nacogdoches) have been so lovely - but didn't last long. We have had one of the 
hottest and driest Summers in my memory. I still have a few blooming (September 4) - MARIE MONROE, 
LIME PAINTED LADY, SOFT WHISPER, HELLO DOLLY, and others. 

I'm sorry that I couldn't let you know about our Daylily Display. The date was changed several times and 
then the lady in charge of it went on vacation - we had two day's notice - Sibel Gregory took over and we really 
had a beautiful display. I didn't even get to invite our Lufkin neighbors. Many here in town didn't know about it 
until the last moment. 

The same officers were elected for the coming year. We have our By-Laws straightened out so that the 1st 
Vice President is Program Chairman, and the 2nd Vice President is Membership Chairman. - Mrs. Vernon Hill, 
Nacogdoches 
 
IT'S BEEN DRY and hot here all Summer and is still hot (September 17th). It's rained all around but missed us. 
The daylilies under the shade look good but those in the Sun are really beat. I've lost a few, too. I had a good 
bloom season after having nice rains in April. - Nedra West, Riviera 
 
THERE'S SO MUCH TO DO that sometimes I question the wisdom of our hobby, especially when my husband 
takes such a dim view of the long hours required, however, when I get them all tucked in with pine needles it's 
a good feeling to know there will be so much beauty come Spring. 

Mrs. Jack Fisher comes to us from Austin and we feel so very fortunate in having her lead our group this 
year. Incidentally, we are especially proud of our new members, most of them are young and are accepting 
responsibilities this year. We recently added four very enthusiastic members from Texas City. They would like 
very much to organize a Daylily Society at that point, but as yet have not been successful. 

At our next meeting we plan to have a plant sale - this is primarily for our new members - we always do 
very well and our new members really do appreciate the opportunity of buying good daylilies at a low price. We 
have to give the Garden Center 10% for their Trust Fund, but that's a pleasure. - Marion Turner, Houston 
 
I HAVE HAD much crown rot this year. I am trying Green Light Brown Patch Control on it and it seems to be 
working. I have found when, in a large clump, the infected part is dug out and drenched with a solution of 6 tbs. 
to a gallon of this preparation it seems to help. I am going to try to get a gallon of it and drench the whole 
garden in an attempt to nip this stuff in the bud before next season as it seems to be getting worse. My 
seedlings are coming along fine under fluorescent lights. - Mildred Schlumpf, Houston 
 

GULF COAST HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY ENDS YEAR'S ACTIVITIES WITH SLIDE PROGRAM 
 

The Gulf Coast Hemerocallis Society had its last meeting for the season, September 13th, in Nederland, 
with a covered-dish supper followed by a slide program by Mrs. Lucille Williamson of Roganville which included 
slides of new daylilies, Region 6 Meeting gardens, and some taken at the National Convention in Austin, 
Minnesota. 

The Gulf Coast Hemerocallis Society plans to stress garden visiting in next year's program, with one 
chartered bus tour to an outstanding grower. Members will be urged to attend the Region 6 Meeting as well as 
the National. We plan to have literature, Journals, and Yearbooks on display at night meetings to encourage 
members to join the National. - Mrs. W. B. Fullen, Beaumont 
 

TEXAS ROUND ROBINS 
 

The Robins are still in flight over our big state and the "friendship by mail" of its members is certainly 
worthwhile. At the present time we have openings in two of our Robins for new members. Anyone who would 
like to join, please let me hear from you. - Lula Mae Purnell, 2926 Maple Springs, Dallas 75225 
  



 

INTER-SOCIETY ROBIN COULD BE VERY BENEFICIAL 
 

In a recent issue of this Newsletter it was reported that Mrs. Howard Cooke, of Lake Jackson, the Region's 
Secretary, suggested that local Societies and their members would be benefited by the creation of a Robin 
Program involving the presidents and/or representatives of the individual groups. 

Such a program would provide for the exchange of information, ideas and experiences not readily available 
from any other source. 

The RVP frequently receives requests for program suggestions, and undoubtedly many members in the 
local Societies are interested in what their sister Societies are doing - information he is not always able to 
provide. 

For any who would care to explore the possibility of organizing an Inter-Society Robin, here is a list of the 
Region's Senior Daylily Societies, their Presidents and/or representatives: 

 
Athens Area Hemerocallis Society, Athens: Mrs. Claude Boyd, Jr., 1010 E. Tyler Street, Athens 75751 
Austin Hemerocallis Society: Mr. Bill Ater, 5908 Dunbury Drive, Austin, 78723 
Brazosport Hemerocallis Society, Lake Jackson: Mr. A. T. Mann, P.O. Box 7, Wharton 77488 
Big Country Daylily Society, Abilene: Mrs. Clyde Daniel, 2441 Swenson, Abilene 79603 
Central Texas Hemerocallis Society, Waco: Mr. Perry Potts, 4909 Crestwood Drive, Waco 76710 
Corpus Christi Hemerocallis Society: Mrs. Herbert Weeks, 4726 Blundell, Corpus Christi 78415 
Dallas Hemerocallis Society: Mrs. Stephen Testa, 6303 Monticello, Dallas 75214 
Gulf Coast Hemerocallis Society, Beaumont, Mrs. Thelma Mimms, Rt. 2, Box 291, Kountze, Texas 77625 
Heart of Texas Daylily Society, Brownwood, Mr. Malcolm Collie, 3903 4th Street, Brownwood 76801 
Hemerocallis Growers of Dallas: Dr. Robert Miller, 4507 Holland, Dallas 75219 
Houston Area Daylily Society: Mrs. Jack Fisher, 5843 Southminster, Houston 77035. 
Houston Hemerocallis Society: Miss Margaret Standard, 3105 Lawrence, Houston 77018 
Lufkin Hemerocallis Society: Mrs. R. T. Roebuck, 925 Sayers, Lufkin 75901 
Nacogdoches Hemerocallis Society: Mrs. Vernon Hill, 2017 Rayburn Dr., Nacogdoches 75961 
Pleasanton Hemerocallis Society: Mrs. H. G. Howard, 215 Fount Street, Pleasanton 78064 
San Antonio Hemerocallis Society: Mrs. Emma Nelson, Blanco Road & Cadillac Drive, Rt. 10, Box 77C, 

San Antonio 78213 
Sweeny Hemerocallis Society: Mrs. Stanley Hyer, Box 98, Sweeny 77480 


