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Region 6 is, indeed, an area of contrasts. While it may be snowing in the Panhandle, Hemerocallis are 

beginning their annual parade of color along the Coast. Here, in Dallas, March weather set the evergreen 
cultivars back and halted growth on the deciduous kinds. Nevertheless, most letters we have received reflect a 
feeling of excitement for the season just a few short weeks away. 

In May, all roads will lead to Houston. We have just returned from an inspection of the tour gardens and 
they look great. Growing conditions in Houston have been excellent and the gardens show the results of many 
hours of labor. The program for the Regional Meeting is in its final form. The Welcome Mat is out. The Houston 
Area Daylily Society is providing a splendid array of entertainment and anyone who has ever enjoyed the 
hospitality of Houstonians knows they can depend on having a wonderful time. 

Plan early and make certain not to miss this one-a-year gala event. Bring the family or invite a guest. Our 
Meetings are open to anyone. 

With the appointment of 10 new Awards and Honors Judges the Region's hybridizers should expect to see 
more Judges this year. When a hybridizer is blooming a thousand or more seedlings a year, one visit is 
certainly not enough to cover all the seedlings which may be worthy of evaluation, for more often than not, an 
excellent new plant may not be in bloom on the day of a Judge's visit. Judging should not be a hit or miss affair 
and a sincere Judge should make sure by asking the hybridizer if he has seen everything in his seedling patch 
worth looking at before closing his notes on his garden. 

Garden Judges are eligible to work wherever Hems are grown, but this does not relieve them of the 
obligation to hunt out and evaluate the good seedlings in their own Regions before seeking worthwhile 
seedlings in other areas; and while a good Judge keeps abreast of a representative number of the better 
cultivars in commerce, the better to evaluate the cultivars that might be considered for awards, they should be 
aware that many gardens, both private and commercial, in their own Region are growing an appreciable 
quantity of plants from other Regions. By taking advantage of these gardens they may be able to not only save 
on traveling expenses, but have more time to spend in the gardens of their friends and neighbors in Region 6. 

Let us hope all our Judges will put first things first and make sure no seedling or cultivar of a Texas 
hybridizer ever fails to get recognition if recognition is merited. 

Elsewhere in this Newsletter is a plea for help in the interest of founding more local Daylily Societies. Ours 
is a "fun" group so the more people participating in our hobby the more enjoyable our own participation is likely 
to be. Please read this article thoughtfully and take it as a personal invitation to help your RVP in this very 
worthwhile promotional work. 

It is not too late to plan a show. If an accredited show is not in your stars, then surely an Exhibition can be 
staged. This would not involve a great deal of work or very much expense, yet would serve to bring our flower 
to the attention of other gardeners in a dramatic way and just might influence some of them to become one of 
us. 
 
 

SEE YOU ALL IN HOUSTON ON THE 23rd AND 24th OF MAY! 
  



  

CARELESS USE OF CHEMICALS CAN CAUSE PHYSICAL ILLS 
By John P. Buettner, Member, Scientific Committee, AHS 

 
The title at the beginning of the first offering from this section was entitled, "Scientific Committee - What 

For?" It is with mixed feelings that I announce that the answer to that question is still pending, at least I think it 
is. In the past three months I have heard from exactly one kindly soul, Mrs. Nelson from Port Arthur who 
expressed interest in some sort of helpful contribution from this department. Not being the type who is easily 
discouraged, I intend to take silence as assent to put just about any doggone thing into this section of the 
Newsletter that I've a mind to, and that can cover a lot of ground. Please address all complaints to the attention 
of the Regional Vice President and not to this department. ("Well! Well! - Ye Editor) 

In conversations I've had with people who use colchicine for inducing tetraploidy, the question of safe 
handling often comes up. So I thought it pertinent to inject a few of my own thoughts into this matter of safe 
handling of chemicals, not solely colchicine, but also the many insecticides, fungicides, and what have you that 
are available these days. 

It isn't enough to tell someone just to be careful when they use something. To me, unless a user has some 
knowledge about how a material can be injurious to their health, or what particular aspect of their contact with it 
they need to know more about, they will simply not use the substance at all. 

Almost all garden chemicals are marked in some way to show that they are poisonous. This very plainly 
means that one should not swallow them, no matter how hungry they may be. But I feel quite safe in saying 
that, of all the temporary illnesses brought on by the use of such chemicals, virtually none are caused by the 
fact they are eaten or drank. 

The sources of harm that are most common are: (1) for liquids, the absorption of small quantities through 
the skin from spilled solutions, and (2) for powders, breathing small quantities of the extremely fine particles 
that most sprayers create. 

Most persons, I think, do not consider that many liquids can be absorbed very rapidly through ones skin. 
But it is true that most materials of the types used for garden chemicals or in which these chemicals are 
dissolved to make them easier to handle do have the ability to be rapidly taken into the body through the skin. 
With most spillage, the amount is not nearly great enough to bother an individual but it is an excellent practice 
to wash ones arms and face thoroughly after contact with these chemicals. 

Practically the same thing applies to fine powders, sprays, or mists, for often enough they can be breathed 
into the system to create slight headaches, nausea, etc. Very little of the substance is actually taken into the 
lungs, but that which is, is so efficiently taken into a person's system that the body's tolerance can soon be 
reached. Absorption thru the body tissues is still the chief means of travel for the materials. 

It should be remembered that, just as some people are more susceptible to colds or other common 
illnesses than other people, so each person's tolerance to chemicals with their body varies. What might make 
one individual very ill could well be almost unnoticed by someone else. There are those who cannot stand the 
slightest odor of some chemicals and they probably should stay away from them. 

It may sound rather out of character to say that chemicals for gardening are now better than ever. But they 
really are. Fertilizers are more specific to the needs of plants, insecticides are killing a larger percentage of 
what they are supposed to kill while harming fewer and fewer of those living things that are beneficial. One can 
now buy a material suitable for almost any garden need that they have. So, if the average person can combine 
a knowledge of what is available with a little appreciation for the best methods of handling and dispensing 
these materials, they'll be a lot better off. 
 
BIG COUNTRY DAYLILY SOCIETY continues to grow, its March 17th meeting had an attendance of 31 
people. Big plans are being made for pilgrimages to local gardens, to Clyde, and to Brownwood. Expect a good 
representation at the Houston meeting. - Mrs. Clyde Daniel, Abilene 
 
112 Region 6 members have not sent Mrs. Wheeler their Renewal. Maybe you think you have. It would be a 
good idea to check to see! This issue of the Newsletter is being sent to you anyway. 
  



 

THOSE PLANNING TO ATTEND THE REGIONAL MEETING AT HOUSTON SHOULD READ THIS NOTICE 
CAREFULLY 

 
As has been announced, Headquarters for this year's Regional Meeting is at the Holiday Inn, 3131 West 

Loop. However, those who have attempted to make reservations for this event through Holiday Inn Offices, 
other than the Headquarters location, may have been advised there were no accommodations available. 

This has come about because the Holiday Inns now use a computer system for handling their advance 
reservations and so cannot differentiate between our members and others desiring rooms at the time our 
Meeting is in progress. 

Rooms have been reserved for our people. So those wishing to stay at the Headquarters Inn should write 
to it direct. State that you are part of the group converging there for the May 23rd and 24th Meeting of Daylily 
(not Hemerocallis) growers, and be sure to ask for a confirmation of your reservation. Address your letters to: 
Reservation Desk, care of Mrs. Audrey Flournoy, Holiday Inn, 3131 West Loop S., Houston, Texas. 
 

GUEST PLANTS 
 

An impressive array of Guest Plants will be smiling at garden visitors on the tour at the Regional Meeting in 
Houston. Many growers sent guest plants directly to the tour gardens rather than to the Guest Plant 
Committee, hence a complete list of growers and the plants they sent is not available as this Newsletter is 
being composed. However, prominent among the list of plants displayed in the Guest Beds are creations by 
Mrs. Creel Brockman, the Hughes Gardens, Mrs. Jack Kennedy, Martin McMillan, Mrs. Jessie O'Quinn, Mrs. 
Pat Quarles, and Mrs. Lucille Williamson. 
 

 
EXHIBITION JUDGES, PLEASE NOTE 

 
If your certificate expires this year, you must take a refresher course in order to have it renewed. The Exhibition 
Judges Clinic to be held at the May Regional Meeting at Houston is for your convenience in attending to this 
important matter. Information imparted at these clinics is important, not only to Exhibition Judges and those 
desiring to become bench judges, but to anyone who ever expects to enter exhibits in an Accredited Show. 
Clinics are open to all Meeting visitors. 

 
GARDEN CENTER IS SETTING FOR AUSTIN HEMEROCALLIS SHOW 

 
The Austin Hemerocallis Society will hold its Annual Show in the new Garden Center on May 31st. In 

addition to the show, visitors will have an opportunity to walk the paths of the extensive daylily planting on the 
Garden Center's grounds which are beautifully landscaped. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Ater have a new daughter, LAURA ANNE, born last November 26th. 
Mrs. H. C. Kilpatrick's Wild-Kilpatrick seedling, which won the AHS Achievement Medal at our show last 

year has been named WILD TEXAN and will be for sale in her garden this Summer. 
Mrs. Guy Gates has a pretty seedling, No. 64-11, which won a Revere Bowl at our show last June 1st (best 

seedling of her own cross). It is spidery in the gold color class, has ruffled edges on both petals and sepals, 
and is about 36" tall. She still receives favorable comments on a small near-white seedling with the "reserved" 
name SNOW BABY. It is about 20" tall with a 3" flower, holding up well during the day. - Mrs. J. L. Fomby 
 

DALLAS YOUTH SOCIETY ELECTS OFFICERS 
 
While the Dallas Young People's Hemerocallis Society has yet to devise a Constitution and By-Laws, it is 
holding regular monthly meetings and has elected its officers who are: Miss Karen Metzger, President; Norman 
Stinson, Treasurer; and Miss Mary Lou Burris, Secretary. Provision is being made for competing in the Show of 
the Hemerocallis Growers of Dallas at the Garden Center in June. 
  



  

IN MEMORIAM 
 

The daylily world lost another gifted hybridizer with the passing of Mrs. J. W. (Neva) Alexander, a Charter 
Member of the American Hemerocallis Society. She was perhaps better known for her SOUTHERN PRIDE, a 
prolific yellow; ROSIE MEYER, an excellent red; MILDRED SCHLUMPF and HELEN SPILLER, both golden 
yellows. 

Also among her creations were PRISSY MISS, a miniature yellow; DALE ROCKETT, a lovely pastel; 
GRAPE FESTIVAL, a mauve; IRISH BELLE and ALTA LOMA, both large and showy. 

Neva was born in Magnolia, Arkansas, June 6th, 1894. She attended school there and when she was 17 
years of age the family moved to Frederick, Oklahoma, where she later met and married Mr. Alexander. She 
became interested in daylilies around 1944 and began hybridizing three years later. 

The Alexanders moved to Alta Loma, Texas, in the late forties where they maintained a 4 acre plot in 
daylilies. In 1965 they moved to Harlingen. 

Neva was hospitalized this last December in Galveston. Following surgery and a period of convalescence, 
she was stricken with pneumonia. She passed away in the hospital, January 25th. 

Mrs. Alexander is survived by two daughters, both living in Lubbock; three sons, all of Galveston; and 
thirteen grandchildren. - Mildred W. Schlumpf, Houston 
 
ROBERT BRYCE MEAGHER, only son of Mr. and Mrs. Neal Meagher of Dallas, died February 20th. 
 
ROBERT L. NEWMAN of Houston, died December 21st, survived by his wife. 
 
FRIENDS OF THE HYER FAMILY of Sweeny extend  their sympathy in the loss of the grandmother of Miss 
Betty Davis, daughter of Mrs. Hyer, who passed away at her home in Georgia, February 25th. Miss Davis 
cared for her grandmother in her last days but is now back home in Sweeny. 
 

REGION 6 GAINS TEN NEW GARDEN JUDGES 
 

Mrs. Pearl Hancock, Chairman of the Committee responsible for the Awards and Honors Judges of AHS 
has just released the list of Garden Judges for our Region; of the 48 names on the roster, ten will be evaluating 
cultivars for National honors and awards for the first time. They are: 

Mr. B. F. Ater and Mrs. John F. Lanier, both of Austin; Mr. F. D. Coppin of Waco; Mr. F. W. Hall, Lake 
Jackson; Mrs. Stanley E. Hyer, Sweeny; Mmes. Truman Largent and Robert Scott, Lufkin; and Mrs. Loree 
Meagher, Dr. Robert Miller and Mr. U. G. Winniford of Dallas. 

Mr. Phil Sanderson has recently moved to Waco from Amarillo which leaves the Region short of one Judge 
in the Panhandle area. San Antonio is without Garden Judges - at least three are needed there, and the 
Beaumont and Houston areas are short of Judges. Among other areas needing resident Judges are Abilene, 
Corpus Christi, and Tyler. 

A Judges Clinic has been programmed for the Houston Meeting and everyone interested in learning more 
about the qualifications of a good daylily, whether aspiring to become a Garden Judge or to acquire more 
knowledge about our flower is urged to attend. 
 

STRICTLY FOR POLLEN DAUBERS 
 

Mrs. Kirby Vance of Taylor uses a cone made from a shred of aluminum foil shaped over the tip of a lead 
pencil and placed over the tip of the pistil after applying the pollen. This prevents insects, wind, or rain from 
molesting the pollen until it has time to act. Now comes the suggestion which may be easier to do. Cut an 
ordinary soda straw into convenient lengths, fold one end over and push down over the pollinated pistil. 
  



 

PROGRAM 
 

ANNUAL MEETING - REGION 6 
 

Houston, Texas, May 23-24, 1969 
 

Mrs. Ben F. Wheeler, General Chairman 
 

Friday, May 23rd 
 

12:00 - 5:00 p.m. Registration, Holiday Inn, 3131 West Loop, South 
1:30 - 5:00 p.m. Exhibition Judges Clinic 
1:30 - 5:00 p.m. Awards and Honors Judges Clinic 
 

Dinner not Programmed 
 

7:30 - 8:30 p.m. Slide Show 
8:30 - 9:00 p.m. Panel Discussion with Question and Answer period 9:00 - 10:30 p.m. - Continuation of 

Slide Show 
 

Saturday, May 24th 
 

7:30 - 8:00 a.m. Buffet Breakfast 
9:00 a.m. Board Buses for Garden Tours - Five Gardens on Tour 

Cold drinks in each garden 
1:00 p.m. Lunch - Wheeler Garden 

Drawing for Gift Plants and Balloting for Awards 
 

7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Banquet 
8:30 - 11:00 p.m. Business Meeting and Program 

Presentation of Awards 
Close of Meeting 

 
Registration Fee $13.00 - Registrants will be eligible for drawing of gift plants. 

Mail checks to: Mrs. Russell Turner, 7140 Appleton, Houston 77022 
Headquarters Holiday Inn, 3131 West Loop (Richmond Avenue Exit), Houston 77027. 

For room reservations, write to the Holiday Inn at the above address. For rates, inquire at 
any Holiday Inn. 

Any Questions? Write Mrs. Ben F. Wheeler, 10024 Shady Lane, Houston 77016 or Phone: 713-695-3532 
 

Please tear off on this line and mail 
 

REGISTRATION BLANK 
 

Mrs. Russell Turner, Registrar 
7140 Appleton, Houston, Texas 77022 
 
Enclosed is $   (12.50 each, $13.00 after March 1st) to cover the Registration Fee for   persons 
for the 1969 Regional Meeting. 
 

Name   
 
Address   
 

The first 50 Registrants will be eligible to draw for a newly registered daylily. Registration Fee entitles registrant 
to breakfast, luncheon, banquet, bus seat on the tours, refreshments in each Tour Garden, and other 
scheduled events except, Clinics. Make your own hotel reservations. Headquarters will be the Holiday Inn, 
3131 West Loop, South. 



  

THE TOUR GARDENS AT HOUSTON BECKON 
 

In the February Newsletter a brief look was taken down the paths of the gardens to be toured at the 
Houston meeting. If this was not enough to whet your appetite, then consider this list of lovelies, groomed for 
the total enjoyment of pilgrims to this gala occasion. 
 
In the Harrison Daylily Garden: 
(Fay) EMPEROR'S ROBE, PINK SUPERIOR 
(Hall, D.) EXALTED RULER, LOVE THAT PINK, NEW 

LOVE, PINK LIGHTNING, SOFT WHISPER 
Harrison) BEAUTIFUL ISLE, GLOWING SPLENDOR, 

RUFFLED HEIRESS, RUFFLED JAKE 
(Williamson, L.) COUNTESS LORAINE, COURT 

SPLENDOR, GREEN FLUTTER, LAVENDER DOLL, 
RASPBERRY FRILLS, RASPBERRY RAPTURE 

(MacMillan) HEAVENLY HAVILAND, MARIE BABIN, 
SHALOM, TWENTY THIRD PSALM 

(Williamson-Sheffield) BOLD MAGICIAN, MARIE ADOLIA 
 
In the Two Sauer Gardens: 
(Bro. Charles) LOYAL SUBJECT (tetraploid) 
(Fay) GOLDEN SURREY, MARY TODD, MOON TEMPLE 

(tetraploids) 
(Lambert) ROZAVEL, DOROTHY LAMBERT 
(Lankart) FABULOUS FAVORITE 
(MacMillan) BESSIE BELLE COOPER, BETTY BENNETT 

BROWN, CLARENCE SIMON, ETHEL BAKER, 
HALLELUJAH CHORUS, HEAVENLY HAVILAND, HE 
COMFORTS ME, MARGARET ANN, MARY MAE 
SIMON, MARY MERRITT, NORMA WALKER, 
ROSEMARY STROMAN, TWENTY THIRD PSALM, 
VIOLA PARKER 

(Schoonover) MODERN TIMES 
(Spalding) GALA DAY 
 
In the Schlumpf Garden: 
(Harrison) LOVE AND KISSES, RUFFLED JAKE 
(Lankart) FABULOUS FAVORITE 
(Lenington) LOLLABELLE, WHITE FORMAL 
(MACMILLAN) CLYDE HYDE, HEAVENLY HAVILAND, 

JOYFUL HEART, ROBERT WAY SCHLUMPF 
(Marsh) PRAIRIE BEAUTY 
(Powell) QAPAW TRIBE, TIMELY TOPIC 
(Schlumpf) BATTLE FLAG, BIOPSY, PONY BOY, PONY 

GIRL, NEW REGISTRATIONS: GRAPE CORDIAL, 
GREEN FRILLS, KATHRYN AULT, LIME BOUQUET, 
MARY MAYBELLE, MORNING BEACON, SARALOU 
MERRILL, VIRGINIA BURROW 

(Spalding) GLOBE TROTTER 
(Williamson) GREEN FLUTTER, RASPBERRY RAPTURE 

In the Wheeler Garden: 
(Crochet) MARY CROCHET 
(Cunningham) FLIRTATION WALK 
(Fay) ENSANGUINE, PRINCESS BOUQUET 
(Gates) WAY OUT, WINSOME LADY 
(Hall) EXALTED RULER, PINK LIGHTNING 
(Howell) BATON ROUGEAN 
(Jones, F.) HI PARDNER, PILLOW TALK 
(MacMillan) BRAZOSPORT, CLARENCE SIMON, CLYDE 

HYDE, ETHEL DAVIS, LAURA LEE SUTTON, MARIE 
BABIN, ROSEDALE RHYTHM, SYMPHONY IN 
RUFFLES 

(Pittard) GLAMOUR QUEEN 
(Wild) HELLO DOLLY 
 
Mrs. Wheeler probably has the finest display of double 
daylilies in the country. 
 
Every tour garden will have an extensive planting of 
exciting seedlings, many being held for increase of stock for 
registration and introduction. 
 
Region 6 Hybridizers are growing many of their better 
seedlings in the Tour Gardens Guest Beds. 
 
The beautiful memorial to Robert Schlumpf presides over 
the Schlumpf Garden. 
 
Registration Fee pays for the tour buses, refreshments, and 
three meals: Buffet Breakfast, Luncheon, and Banquet. 
Two separate clinics are slated, one for bench judging and 
one for garden judging; a slide program and a Question 
and Answer period have been provided so there will never 
be a dull moment. 
 
Several members of the host group's sister Society in 
Houston have extended invitations to visit their gardens 
while in town. 
 
Headquarters motel is easy to access. It is located at the 
intersection of Highway 59 (Southwest Freeway) and Loop 
610. All roads leading into Houston intersect one of these 
freeways. 

 

Luncheon and gift plant drawings will be held in the Wheeler Garden. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

BE PREPARED - YES, BE PREPARED TO EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED AT THIS YEAR'S REGIONAL 
 

Those who have been fortunate enough to attend a Region 6 Meeting during the past several years, and 
especially those who have experienced Houstonian Hospitality during Regional and National get-togethers of 
daylily people will in all probability be found at this year's assemblage in the Bayou City. 

The Houston Area Daylily Society, host of the Meeting, appointed the inimitable Dollie Wheeler to 
Chairman the event and Mildred Schlumpf was chosen as her assistant. Nothing has been spared to make this 
year's two-day round of festivities an outstanding occasion. 

Usually, one knows in advance what to expect at one of these Regional Meetings, but Dollie, bless her 
heart, promises some extra curricular entertainment. Of what it will consist has been kept a close secret, even 
from the RVP. That it will be "Way Out" is an almost certainty, for anyone who has ever met or worked with any 
of the ingenious and imaginative members of the host Society must know how unpredictable they can be. 

Last year, we were asked to Judge in the Horticultural section of the club's show, and, believe it or not, we 
wound up as an Artistic Judge, working with some of Houston's finest Artistic Judges. And you know 
something? We don't know a lot about flower arranging, but we do know we had a bushel of fun! 

So everyone who likes to look at beautiful plantings of well-grown daylilies - hundreds and thousands of 
them - who wants to see an impressive number of new and award winning seedlings and registered cultivars, 
who aspires to acquire more knowledge about our favorite flower, and who would enjoy two glorious days of 
garden tours, clinics, slide programs, gab fests, and hilarious fun, do plan on spending May 23rd and 24th with 
the rest of us humbugs in Houston! 
 

 
QUALITIES OF A GOOD DAYLILY 

 
The Awards and Honors Judges Clinic slated for the Regional Meeting at Houston in May will concentrate on 
the features of the modern daylily - emphasizing qualities Garden Judges should evaluate to determine 
whether or not a cultivar is worthy of a vote for one of the several awards offered by the AHS. The subject 
matter of the Clinic will be presented in three sections: A short lecture period followed by a round table 
discussion of a select number of cultivars projected in color on a screen, and finally practice judging under field 
conditions, in the Schlumpf garden. Hopefully, all 48 Garden Judges of this Region will participate in this 
exercise, but everyone who takes pride in growing a garden discerning eyes might envy, should also avail 
themselves of this Clinic. Since  admission to this class will be without cost, anyone planning to attend should 
bring pencil and paper. 
 

 
 

RABBITS JOIN PARADE OF GARDEN PESTS 
 

We live and learn. I have never seen a rabbit eat any but yellow daylilies until this past year. They have 
eaten all our 1968 seedlings even with the ground as fast as they grew, that is, all except one, a tetraploid. 
Some of these tetraploids must be tough . . No one else seems to be having rabbit trouble, at least I haven't 
heard about it. My particular breed of rabbits are field-grown specimens. I guess they were weaned on 
daylilies. - Mrs. Ben (Dollie) Wheeler, Houston 
 
YOU WILL FIND my contribution to next year's Sustenance Fund herewith. I am determined to get things done 
before the last minute. I'm sending out my Christmas and New Year's cards now. Last year I became ill and 
didn't get them mailed. I hope to be able to attend the Regional at Houston, come May and several other 
members of our new Society plan to go, also. We are very proud of our landscape project - a whole bed of 
daylilies at the Baptist Hospital. - Hallie Mercer, San Antonio 
  



  

HOW TO WIN NEW MEMBERS AND ASSURE THEIR CONTINUED INTEREST - IN FOUR EASY LESSONS 
 

In early January, Mr. George Pettus, our new National Membership Committee Chairman, sent each of the 
Society's RVPs a questionnaire on the general theme of how to win and/or hold new members. 

Answers to the questionnaire were duly received by Mr. Pettus - and tabulated. We have the results of this 
tabulation, the answers being grouped under four general categories (Numbers preceding answers indicate 
numbers of letters mentioning the particular subject.) 
 

A. What methods or techniques of getting new AHS Members have you found that work well in your 
Region? 4. Gift of plants to prospective members; 4. Urge Regional and local Hem club members not in 
AHS to all join National; 2. Solicit members from garden clubs; 2. Develop youth programs and 
organizations; 1. Urge hybridizers and commercial growers to solicit new members; 1. Start more local 
Hem clubs; 1. Membership blanks in Hem catalogs; 1. AHS promotional material at flower shows; 1. 
Prospects seeing well grown new Hems in gardens; 1. Gift memberships; 1. personal contacts with 
prospects; and 1. Hem lectures to gardening groups. 

 
B. What have you found useful in assuring that members of past years renew their memberships? 2. RVP, 

as well as Secretary, acknowledge and welcome new member; 2. Membership renewal solicitation in 
Newsletter and at shows; 2. One of our renewal problems is aging of members; 1. High renewal rate 
(70%) after gift memberships; 1. Poor renewal rate after gift memberships (This contradicts previous 
suggestion); 1. Make Regional activities interesting for all members, full participation; 1. Membership 
has varied interests, have something interesting for each; 1. Reminder of renewals at local club 
meetings; and 1. Suggest start Membership Committee for Region to contact non-renewals. 

 
C. Are there things not currently done by AHS that you feel it should be doing (assuming budget limitations 

aren't exceeded) to stimulate membership growth? 2. Beginners section in Journal needed; 2. Use of 
$1 and $2 daylilies in garden borders should be emphasized; 2. More Hem shows, they create lots of 
interest; 1. Articles to guide and mature the new member; 1. Make extra prior Journals available for 
promotion. 

 
Regional Meetings should be open to any non-member who pays the Meeting fee. Recommend 
members wishing to, to bring guests; 1. Question and Answer section in Journal; 1. Wider range of 
Journal and Newsletter article subjects, more on landscaping, arranging, etc.; 1. Mail reminders to 
those not renewing; 1. Find out why non-renewals are dropping out; 1. Need Newsletter articles 
urging more participation in AHS activities; 1. Local clubs should urge harmony and participation 
over self interest within their group; 1. Regions should hold more judging clinics; and 1. Better 
attendance of National Officers and Directors at Regional Meetings. 

 
D. Are there things AHS is doing that you recommend be modified (or stopped) to facilitate membership 

growth? 2. Too much emphasis on $50 newest daylilies scares beginners; 1. Some members remark, 
"I'm too old to start with tetraploids;" 1. Too many Journal articles do not appeal to novice; 1. Regional 
Newsletters might be eliminated and Journal expanded with money saved; 1. Many members don't 
know Journal and Newsletter arrival schedule, hence think it is late in arriving; 1 Members without 
newest Hems are embarrassed to write about older ones; and 1. Eliminate more printing errors and 
omissions from all our publications. 

 
(Ours is an infant Society and like the proverbial prune has a lot of wrinkles yet to be ironed out, but the Official 
Board, the RVPs, and a lot of the Society's dedicated Judges and growers are working on it.) 

 
ATHENS MEETING WELL ATTENDED 

 
The annual Athens Hemerocallis Society's big East Texas get-together was well attended with people 

coming from as far away as Jefferson. Mrs. Royal A. Ferris of Dallas, and Miss Edna Lankart of Tyler, 
President and Vice President, respectively, of the American Hemerocallis Society were present. Mrs. Hugh A. 
Purnell of Dallas, was in charge of the program. A period of fellowship with refreshments followed the 
meeting's close. 



 

COMING. EVENTS 
 
National Convention, Austin, Minnesota  .......................................................................July 24, 25 and 26, 1969 
Convention bound Bus leaves Dallas ....................................................................................................... July 22 
Regional Meeting, Houston, Texas ..................................................................................................... May 23, 24 
Accredited Show, Athens Area Hemerocallis Society, in First State Bank Building ................................. June 4th 
Accredited Show, Austin Hemerocallis Society, in Austin Area Garden Center ...................................... May 31st 
Accredited Show, Hemerocallis Growers of Dallas, in the Dallas Garden Center, Fair Grounds ............. June 8th 
 

"THERE IS NO INTEREST . . ." 
 

One of the most frustrating aspects of heading up almost any organization that comes to mind - even a 
specialized plant society as is the American Hemerocallis Society - is the difficulty, often impossibility, of 
securing the needed assistants to carry out even the basic programs necessary for the good of the Society. 

Where your RVP has received the assistance asked for, progress has been made, as witnessed the new 
Societies at Abilene and San Antonio. Instead of only two Societies the Region should be boasting of no less 
than ten new organizations. 

We have written people in Albuquerque, Lubbock, Midland, San Angelo, Odessa, Victoria, and a number of 
other areas, asking for help in planting Societies in their communities. Often our letters remain unanswered! 
But when we do get a reply the typical answer has been, "There is not enough interest here." 

It is human nature to say "No" to any new proposal or product the first time it is presented, and a vast 
number of people are not familiar with the MODERN daylily so although they may enjoy gardening, they may 
not be particularly interested in a new flower. But we also know that any city of, say 20,000, contains a 
potential Hemerocallis Society and. that enough people will step forward to be counted if the opportunity to 
participate  is made available to them. 

No one can be expected to know all the likes and dislikes of a community of even a thousand homes, yet 
those who write us in answer to our plea for help evade the issue by saying, "There is no interest here!" 

By what miracle, not readily understood by us, are people able to penetrate the minds of their friends and 
acquaintances, to say nothing of the thousands of folk living in their respective cities, and thus set themselves 
up as authorities on the thinking of their neighbors! 

In all fairness, it should be said that interest in our flower is not readily apparent except when Hem growers 
congregate in a local Society or at the Regional Meetings and National Conventions, but the record shows that 
even in a rather small community a Hemerocallis Society can become a reality if someone cares enough to 
take a few minutes necessary to lay the groundwork for an organizational meeting. 

Let's look at the record: At Abilene, only about 1 in every 3,500 people there belong to its local Hem Society 
and the club continues to grow; in Austin, the ratio is 1 to 5,500; in the Beaumont area, 1 to 2,400; Lake 
Jackson, 1 to 450; Lufkin, 1 to 800; at Nacogdoches, 1 of every 700 residents belong to its Hem Society. So 
regardless of the apparent lack of interest in our flower, a healthy, robust Hemerocallis Society is a distinct 
possibility in almost every sizeable city in our Region. 

The basic principle is that if enough people can be reached and told about an impending meeting of local 
gardeners to see slides and learn something about our flower, some will come if for no other reason than 
curiosity, and from this number sufficient personnel will normally be found to staff and operate a local Society. 

No one can foretell who these folk will be, but they will come forward and will be heard from if given the 
chance. But if we delay our attempts at organizing local Societies until "THERE IS ENOUGH INTEREST," we 
are wasting our time in wishful thinking. 
  



  

DEMAND FOR SLIDE PROGRAMS OUTSTRIPS SUPPLY 
 

Forrest Hall, National Slide Custodian, continues to plead for slides of new Hems, Hem plantings, and 
other material he can use in building programs for the ever growing demand. Calls for these programs are 
coming in, nationwide, according to Mr. Hall, and Region 6 hybridizers should be alert to this opportunity-to 
have their new things seen by gardeners everywhere through the Society's Slide Rental Service. 

Whenever a picture of a daylily of distinction is made, cameramen ought to consider taking some extra 
shots for the Slide Custodian. Texas hybridizers have "got 'em" and people ought to be exposed to them. A 
few slides of a new and desirable cultivar scattered through several programs sent out by the Slide Custodian 
should help to bring the recognition Region 6 pollen daubers ought to be receiving. 

This should prove an effective, inexpensive method of advertising Region 6 creations. 
 

Could you see God as you looked into a rose 
Tossing its head when the South wind blows? 
Where hollyhocks were blooming beside a humble home 
Could you picture it a castle though it had no gilded dome? 
 
As you gazed upon a (day) lily and studied its chalice 
Could you hear the angels in their golden palace? 
 
I could! 
 
So I thank God for a garden, for woodland flowers and trees and birds! 
Life is sweet - I find contentment that I can't express in words! 
Sort of feel a closer union with this Presence we call God 
When I see that life is springing up from each cranny, cleft and clod. 

copy of an old poem submitted by Mrs. Shy Osborn, Clyde 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT - REGION 6 
 

When Mr. Joyce Lewis became Treasurer of Region 6 he "inherited" an empty bank account, but due to the 
enthusiasm created by Miss Edna Lankart, contributions to the Region's "Sustenance Fund" were for the first 
time in the Region's history sufficient to not only pay for the Newsletter, but for the office expense of the RVP, 
as well. Office expenses involved overprinting of stationery, second sheets, postage, staples, typewriter 
ribbons, and other incidental expenses incurred in carrying on the Region's business - a matter of $53.70. 

Advertising revenue helped swell the Sustenance Fund and at the end of the first year of operation, Mr. 
Lewis reported a balance on hand of $263.66 - Accounts Payable, $53.70 - a net balance of $209.96. 
 

Statement of 1968 Operation 

Expenses: 
1/1 American Horticultural Society Dues ...... $ 15.00 
2/19 Newsletter ............................................ 139.21 
5/21 Newsletter ............................................ 173.75 
7/21 Promotional expense, Bus .....................  25.00 
8/16 Newsletter ...........................................  199.76 
11/ 6 Newsletter...........................................  107.00 
Office Expense, 1968 ..................................... 51.66 
  
Total expense ............................................. $711.38 
 

Receipts: 
1/29 ............................................................ $219.00 
5/15 ...............................................................  99.00 
5/20 .............................................................  201.00 
9/30 ...............................................................  90.05 
11/ 7 ............................................................  193.80 
 
Total Receipts ............................................ $802.85 
Net Gain ..................................................... $  91.57  
Previous Gain ............................................. $209.96 
Balance on Hand, 1/1/1969 ........................ $301.43 

 
Included in the income of both years of operation are the allowances of 5¢ per letter for each of two 

Newsletters per year and revenue from advertising, amounting to about $85. Had it not been for our 
advertisers, the net gain for last year would have been practically wiped out. 

It is always a comfortable feeling to have a little money laid aside for emergencies. But we would hope the 
membership will not feel complacent and fail to continue its support of the Sustenance Fund. 



 

If we are successful in the Youth Program there should be efforts made to keep alive a mounting 
enthusiasm for our flower by our youngsters, possibly by establishing a system of Awards and Honors for 
excellence in various daylily activities. 

If we are successful in securing a place to establish a Regional Test Garden, no doubt this would involve 
some expenditures. We would hope most will agree with these projects and will continue their generous 
support, as have the following: 
 

Abilene 
Mrs. D. Gaines Short 
Atlanta 
Mrs. L. B. Taylor 
Bastrop 
Mrs. Earl Denman 
Bay City 
Mrs. E. R. Williamson 
Beaumont 
Mrs. C. A. Knight 
Brownwood 
Mrs. Edith Dewbre 
Mrs. Pyrtle Garrison 
Bryan 
Mrs. Jewel Covington 
Carrollton 
Mrs. William K. Russell 
Clute 
Mrs. H. P. Ingvardson 
Corpus Christi 
Mrs. E. A. McCampbell 
Dallas 
Mrs. Milton F. Berry 
Mrs. Kenneth Foree 
Mrs. Brice Gaston 
Mrs. L. E. Hughes 
Mrs. Steven Hurst 
Mrs. Elmore Klenk 
Mrs. Raymond McIver 
Mrs. Neal Meagher 
Mrs. Alvin Mosse 
Mrs. Chas. H. Rekerdress 
Mrs. Richard Robertson 
Mrs. A. D. Roquemore 
Mrs. Arthur L. Trott 
Miss Mabel Wilkerson 
Denton 
Mrs. R. R. Thomas 
Freeport 
Mrs. B. L. Powell 
Mrs. O. L. Walker 
Gonzales 
Mrs. J. R. Collins 

Houston 
Mrs. Harry Archer 
Mrs. Bertha Cone 
Mr. Jack Carpenter 
Mrs. Horace C. Feagin 
Mrs. C. T. Gordon 
Mr. & Mrs. M. E. Hall 
Miss Dixie K. Harris  
J. A. McCulla 
Mrs. A. C. Meyer 
Mrs., Robert L. Newman 
Mr. John B. Peal 
Mrs. L. L. Price 
Mrs. Nadine Pursell 
Mrs. Ilse Richardson 
Mr. Carl Sauer 
Mrs. R. W. Schlumpf 
Mrs. Bessie Senior 
Mrs. Helen Spiller 
Mrs. Margaret B. & Miss Margaret 
C. Standard 
Mrs. Frank Taylor 
Mrs. Mel Thomas 
Mr. A. M. Unger 
Mrs. Ben Wheeler 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Wheeler 
Mrs. Anne Wolford 
Idalou 
Mrs. Elizabeth Robbins 
Jefferson 
Mr. David Flesh Jasper  
Mrs. Beryl Oteri Kountze 
Mrs. Audria Hart 
Mrs. Thelma Mimms 
Lake Jackson 
Mr. James Scruggs 
LaRue 
Mrs. W. K Carson 
Midland 
Helene Miley 
Newton 
Mrs. Maggie Sheffield 

Pasadena 
Mr. & Mrs. Vim. F. Gerald 
Mr. John B. Peal 
Mrs. Nadine Pursell 
Port Arthur 
Mrs. K. W. Schulze 
Rockdale 
Mrs. Hugo Schmidt 
Roganville 
Mrs. Lucille Williamson 
Rosenberg 
Mrs. Oliver Senior 
San Angelo 
Mrs. B. W. Greer 
San Antonio 
Mrs. Sam Montgomery 
Mrs. Cora S. Offer 
Mrs. R. L. Shields 
Mrs. Stella W. Whipp 
Seagoville 
Mrs. I. D. Thompson 
Seguin 
Mrs. W. C. Byrd 
Silsbee 
Mrs. Beatrice Fosha 
Mrs. George C. Marshall 
Talferner 
Fitts Plant Mart 
Taylor  
Mrs. Kirby Vance 
Texas City 
Mrs. Jack O'Hara 
Tyler 
Mrs. W. N. Hill, Jr. 
Waco 
Mrs. James E. Fitts 
Mr. & Mrs. Loren Graham 
Mrs. Jack McClintock 
Waller 
Mrs. C. E. Brant 
Wharton 
Clytie Hudgins 
Mrs. S. E. Malone 
Wichita Falls 
Mrs. L. B. Seymour 
Woodville 
Mr. J. L. Cruse 

 
   



  

FRESH FROM THE GARDEN 
 
LITTLE CHERUB bloomed February 1st and it was most welcome. Catalogs are beginning to come in and I 
have ordered RUFFLED CUTIE and LULA MAE PURNELL. I don't think I'll buy any more since I have about 
600 cultivars now, plus seedlings. The Sweeny Hemerocallis Society had a plant sale recently but bad weather 
prevented much participation, however the club managed to make about $40. I gave my baby son in the Air 
Force 65 plants to be planted near the base at Sumter, South Carolina, which doesn't help Texas much but it 
will make it look more like home to a lot of boys there. - Mrs. Stanley (Jessie) Hyer, Sweeny 
 
I JUST DISCOVERED the first daylily scape! It is 15 inches tall and on one of my seedlings. Hurray! The bloom 
season is coming extra early this year. I have added a dozen named varieties this month (March) besides the 
ones I got last Fall. - Hallie Mercer, San Antonio 
 
DAYLILIES IN THE GULF COAST REGION are looking fine; some aphid and thrip signs, but scapes are 
beginning to appear on some of the older varieties. Our first meeting of the season (Gulf Coast Hemerocallis 
Society) will be held on April 5th at the Woman's Club in Nederland at 6:00 p.m. We will have a covered dish 
supper and Mrs. Lucille Williamson of Roganville will show slides. Our garden tours start in May. - Mrs. W. B. 
Fullen, Beaumont 
 
CROWN ROT - "One of the most frequent causes of crown rot is improper watering during the hot Summer 
months. However, some plants seem to be more susceptible to it than others. When we plant a new daylily 
during the Summer, we are careful not to let water stand in the crown. If the plant happens to be a new 
expensive variety we feel it worthwhile to provide a shade for it until we are certain it has started to grow. There 
is little one can do once rot gets to the crown except to dig it up and throw it away." - Mrs. H. G. Plato 
(Oklahoma) in Region 11 Newsletter 
 
MISS EDNA LANKART was the guest speaker at the March meeting of the Corpus Christi Hemerocallis 
Society. A pilgrimage to the garden of Nedra West, Riviera, is planned for May. One of our members, Mrs. 
Alfred O'Brien, lost her husband in December and is now living at Mt. Carmel Home. We have a large planting 
of daylilies there. We still plan to plant on the new Museum Grounds, but the architect from New York is 
holding us up. We're waiting for his plans. - Mrs. Herbert (Bernice) Weeks, President Corpus Christi 
Hemerocallis Society 
 
MRS. JACK KENNEDY is the new President of the Lufkin Hemerocallis Society. 
 
MRS. ROOSEVELT DENTLER, past-President of the Central Texas Hemerocallis Society, was in a very bad 
car wreck December 21st and received a whiplash and a back injury. Her car was a total wreck. At the January 
meeting of the Society a committee composed of Mrs. Oliver P. Harris, Taylor; Mrs. Paul Reichert, Waco; and 
Mrs. F. E. Holman, Taylor, was appointed to work with Mrs. Loree Meagher, Regional Director of the Youth 
Program. - Q. Perry Potts, Waco 
 

MOLE DETERRENT 
 

Reports of mole damage appear on the increase. According to an article in the January-March-April, 1963, 
Journal, "A promising means (of control) seems to be the planting of Euphorbia lathyrus (Mole-plant as it is 
sometimes called) in various spots around the garden. This is a hardy biennial that seeds itself and grows 
about two feet in height and the symmetrically arranged leaves are narrow and blue-green. It is claimed that 
moles will not go within sixty feet of it because of a toxic secretion the roots are said to give off. Users claim 
they have had no moles since using these plants except dead moles they've discovered when cultivating their 
gardens. Seed of this Euphorbia or Mole-plant is listed in the catalog of the Harry E. Saier Seed Company, 
Diamondule, Michigan, at 30¢ per packet. 
  

LAST CALL 
Those wishing to send slides for the Slide Program at the Regional Meeting should send them at once to 
Forrest Hall, 109 N. Shady Oak Drive, Lake Jackson, 77566, who is in charge of this event. Early receipt of the 
slides to be shown will permit of time for Mr. Hall to edit and arrange them properly for showing. 



 

 
SAN ANTONIO SOCIETY ENTERS SECOND YEAR 

 
The San Antonio Hemerocallis Society continues to grow. We have been organized one year, now. Two 

new growers joined recently and we have several more prospects. New officers will be elected in May. 
Several of us plan to be in Houston for the Regional Meeting, I visited with Mrs. Wheeler two weeks ago and 
saw her preparations and her beautiful garden. I brought home several cultivars including PINK FLUFF and 
DOUBLE CHALLENGE. I hope to see all of you in Houston. - Emma Nelson, President, San Antonio 
Hemerocallis Society 
 

CENTRAL TEXAS HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY ELECTS NEW OFFICERS 
 

Our Hemerocallis society met in regular session March 25th. Mrs. F. E. Holman gave the program. Officers 
for 1969-1970 were elected as follows: Mrs. Claude Gore, President; Mrs. Paul Reichert, 1st Vice President; 
Mrs. F. A. Waldrop, 2nd Vice President; Mrs. W. L. Johnson, Recording Secretary; Paul H. Reichert, 
Treasurer; Mrs. Frank Davis, Reporter; F. D. Coppin, Historian; Q. Perry Potts, Slide Chairman; and Mrs. 
Roosevelt Dentler, Parliamentarian. 

Beautification project: Planting of daylilies at the Heritage House, located near the Nell Pope Garden 
Center. Future meetings will feature excerpts from the Hemerocallis Journal and the Newsletter, members will 
be encouraged to attend National and Regional Meetings as well as to tour as many gardens as possible 
during the blooming season. 

This year our society will be well represented at both the National Convention and the Regional Meeting. - 
Mrs. Paul H. Reichert, Waco. 
 

MRS. VERNON HILL REPORTS ON CHALLENGING PROJECTS IN NACOGDOCHES 
 

We are making plans to cooperate with the garden clubs by giving daylilies to beautify any projects they 
have. We would like to make Nacogdoches the Daylily Capitol of Texas. We want a display garden here - a 
sort of park - where everyone can see these beautiful flowers. I know this is just a dream so far but we are 
working on the idea. 

More daylilies are being planted on the hospital grounds, the ones we have there were so beautiful last 
year, and well taken care of. We also have a new nursing home here that we are planning to landscape with 
daylilies. Mrs. Henry Mast is sponsoring this. 

Things have been going real well here. Our last two meetings were especially good. One new member has 
been added to the Society's roster. 

We hope you will visit our flower display - and gardens, too. We haven't decided for sure when this will be 
but will let you know. - Mrs. Vernon Hill, Nacogdoches 
 

WILLIAM GERALD OF HOUSTON TURNS AUTHOR 
 

The Houston Hemerocallis Society, like national television, began the second half of its year's activities 
with an excellent program by Mr. F. W. Hall, AHS Slide Custodian. Slides were shown of last year's Region 6 
Meeting at Lufkin, the 1968 Region 13 Meeting at Monroe, the National Convention at St. Louis plus, many 
beautiful daylilies. 

Mr. William Gerald has written a pamphlet, "Growing Daylilies in the Houston Area" which is being placed 
in the Houston Garden Center. They will be available to anyone who may be interest in our flower and would 
like to know more about daylilies. The Houston Society also presented a copy of the new Daylily Handbook to 
the Library of the Garden Center. 
 



  

GARDENS EVERY JUDGE AND PILGRIM SHOULD VISIT THIS YEAR 
 

The list of Region 6 Hybridizers on file with the RVP is probably not complete and the gardens of these 
pollen daubers are not the only ones worthy of a discerning daylily grower's attention, but within these borders 
of green hedges will be found almost every worthwhile cultivar in commerce as well as thousands of exciting 
seedlings. Whenever garden tours are planned make sure to arrange to see as many of our Hybridizers 
gardens as time and distance will permit. Here they are: 
 
Mrs. L. Mabry Adams, Cleburne 
Mr. Z. G. Benson, Wichita Falls 
Mrs. J. S. Brockman, West Columbia 
Mr. Edgar Brown, III, Orange 
Mrs. W. K. Carson, LaRue 
Mrs. John Carwile, Sweeny 
Mrs. Bertha Cone, Houston 
Mrs. Royal A. Ferris, Jr., Dallas 
Mr. David Flesh, Jefferson 
Mrs. Guy D. Gates, Leander 
Mr. William P. Gerald, Houston 
Mrs. J. J. Harrison, Houston 
Mr. Ed Horn, Houston 
Hughes Gardens, Mansfield 
Mrs. Marcel Jones, Dallas 
Mrs. E. E. LaGasse, Lake Jackson 
Mrs. W. N. Lake, Texarkana 
Miss Edna Lankart, Tyler 
The Joyce Lewises, Murchison 
Mr. A. T. Mann, Wharton 
Mrs. I. R. Mercer, San Antonio 
Mr. Martin McMillan, Dallas 

Mrs. Stanley Millegan, Round Rock 
Dr. Robert Miller, Dallas 
Mr. & Mrs. W. M. Norton, Dallas 
Mrs. Jessie B. O'Quinn, Lufkin 
Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell, Dallas 
Judge Guy Rogers, Wichita Falls 
Mrs. C. M. Quarles, Tyler 
Mr. J. E. Rupe, Bay City 
Mrs. William K. Russell, Carrollton 
Mr. Carl Sauer, Houston 
Mrs. Robert Schlumpf, Houston 
Mrs. Maggie Sheffield, Newton 
Mr. L. R. Smith, Freeport 
Mr. Russell Thomas, Denton 
Mr. A. M. Unger, Houston 
Mrs. T. A. Walker, Bay City 
Mr. C. L. Waltermire, Everman 
Mrs. Jay Warner, Dallas 
Mrs. Frank West, Riviera 
Mrs. Ben Wheeler, Houston 
Mrs. W. G. Williamson, Roganville 
Mr. U. G. Winniford, Dallas 

 
 
 

 
TWO NEW CATALOGS AVAILABLE  

 
In the confusion attendant to getting settled in her new home at Tyler, Miss Edna Lankart may have missed 
sending her current pricelists to some who may wish to receive one or both of them. Two lists are available, 
one is her Regular Listing, the other containing nothing priced more than $1.50. If you failed to receive one of 
these lists, and would care to have one, drop her a card for the one you desire. 
 
Write: Miss Edna Lankart, Lankart Gardens, Route 4, Cherokee Trail, Tyler, 75701 
 

 


