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THE END IS NOW IN SIGHT 

 
This is the last year we will be privileged to serve as your Regional Vice President. If the Region has 

prospered during our term of office it is because of the loyalty and the unfailing devotion to the principles and 
purposes of the American Hemerocallis Society by a faithful few of the Region's membership. We especially 
thank the following organizations and individuals for their initiative, their enthusiastic interest, their many 
priceless contributions to the "good of the Society." 

The Brazosport Hemerocallis Society, Lufkin Hemerocallis Society, and the Houston Area Daylily Society 
for hosting the Regional Meetings during the present administration. 

Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell, who "hatched" three Region 6 Robins, and whose untiring energy made possible the 
chartered bus to the National Convention last year and is presently arranging for this year's Convention. 

Miss Edna Lankart, who has handled the publicity chores of the Region so admirably and who has set such 
high standards of cooperation and conduct that all members of the Region would do well to emulate. 

Mr. Joyce Lewis, steward and disburser of the Region's money. 
Mrs. Howard A. Cooke, Secretary, whose many ideas and suggestions for the good of the Region have 

been of incalculable value. 
Mrs. Neal Meagher, whose graciousness in accepting the responsibility for the success of the Region's 

Youth Program, should prompt the involvement of every member interested in the welfare and behavior of 
young people. 

And to all these others who contributed freely of time and talent in the performance of particular tasks and 
special services - our sincere thanks: Miss Mertie Vaughn and Mrs. W. B. Fullen, Gulf Coast Hemerocallis 
Society; Mrs. Vernon Hill, Nacogdoches Hemerocallis Society; Mmes. Truman Largent and Robert Scott, 
Lufkin Hemerocallis Society; Mmes. Shy Osborn and Clyde Daniel, Big Country Daylily Society; Mmes. 
Roosevelt Dentler and Paul Reichert, Central Texas Hemerocallis Society; Mr. Bill Ater and Mrs. James 
Fomby, Austin Hemerocallis Society; Mrs. Robert Schlumpf and Mr. Carl Sauer, Houston Hemerocallis 
Society; Mmes. Russell Turner and Ben Wheeler, Houston Area Daylily Society; John Buettner and Forrest 
Hall, Brazosport Hemerocallis Society; Mr. John McLean and Mrs. Emma Nelson, San Antonio Hemerocallis 
Society. Mmes. Nedra West and B. H. Westervelt, Corpus Christi Hemerocallis Society; Mr. Phil Sanderson, 
Amarillo; and a long list of others who shared their knowledge and ideas with their fellow gardeners through the 
pages of the Newsletter. 
 
To all of these, we would again say "Thank You" and your fellow daylily growers echo our appreciation. 
 
This is the time of year when we should all take stock of our "commissions" as well as our omissions - both 
temporal and spiritual. It is a time for new beginnings - a time for the Second Chance, but is also a time when 
we should ponder over the letters left unanswered - the kind word left unspoken - the generous gesture stilled - 
the helping hand withheld. 
  



 

LIFE'S LITTLE AGGRAVATIONS - by MISS EDNA LANKART 
 

Winter has finally arrived and along with it boredom has set in. I can't seem to talk myself into doing 
anything but yard work and the season for that is over for awhile. I may have to join most Hem folk and go into 
Winter hibernation or find me some "outside" friends but you know those folk who know nothing about daylilies 
are not too high on my list of favorite people. 

Did you ever get bored enough to sit down and read the Hemerocallis Clone Journal (or Checklist) from 
end to end? Well, let me tell you it can be real fun and also educational. For instance, it gives you an idea how 
scarce new daylily names are getting when you notice some with such names as PALATLAKAHA, 
WITHLAGOOCHEE, ACKLAUAHA, and WACCAUHA. They may be real humdingers but with such names, do 
you have the feeling they will ever be that popular? 

MORE AGGRAVATIONS - While reading the descriptions you run across some listed as being from 12 to 
15 inches. You may think this is the height of the scape but actually it is the size of the bloom. I just refuse to 
believe anyone can grow them that much better than I can but if you have seen one that large, tell me about it - 
I can't always be right. 

I hate to admit that I fell for this exuberant description once and when it bloomed it wasn't even 12 inches in 
circumference - much less through the middle. Maybe we should stress the fact that a bloom is measured right 
across the center of the bloom - and we measure it in its true form and do not stretch out the segments. Right? 

Color of Blooms - Does it bother you to read about and then buy a daylily that is described as pink or rose 
(sometimes the word "pink" is even used in the name) and when you bloom it, it is just another melon with the 
slightest rose brushing hardly noticeable? If we must resort to such chicanery to sell a melon daylily, why 
continue to work with them and introduce more. There are many lovely melons on the market and I am not 
stupid enough to believe that I could improve on CLARENCE SIMON or MY KIND. 

Does it bother you to read about some named WEE and BABY as part of their name only to find they are 
actually 5 or 6 inch blooms? Why not leave these names for the miniatures? Does it bother you to find a 
beautiful name wasted on a daylily that would not attract attention in a patch of BLANCHE HOOKER? No 
offence meant to old Blanche as it doesn't look bad when it is the first one to bloom, but next to our more 
beautiful new ones it sure has the blaahs. Does it bother you to grow one listed as under 30 inches tall and 
when it blooms, the bloom looks you right in the eye? Of course, too much nitrogen, rain, or shade may cause 
this, so give them one more chance before discarding them or giving them to someone who likes the tall ones. 

Pests and Such - Moving to Tyler was a good move as Tyler has more beauty to offer than most any town, 
but when you move you actually just get different kinds of obnoxious weeds and pests. When my friend Mrs. 
Shy (Glenna Belle) Osborn was over here we noticed some little raised trails and right off she informs me I 
have MOLES, and a few days later someone informed me the mounds of dirt near the road were GOPHERS 
and that sure made the day for me. What do I do, Glenna Belle? She is the authority on pesky critters, you 
know. Oh, well, into each life some rain must fall. But looking ahead on the bright side, there has been hardly 
any Summer rot here - so far. Maybe it is the more acid sandy soil and living on the side of a slight slope, there 
is good drainage. There is also less sweltering heat and more rain. Now if I can only get some of Marsh's 
beauties like PRAIRIE MAID or PRAIRIE HILL to not dwindle away and get HORTENSIA to increase, I will be 
real happy as they are lovely farther North. Just being this much farther North has made a difference with 
some of the puny growers. 

NOW IS THE TIME TO go out on less miserable days and mark all dormant named varieties and 
seedlings. Hybridizers in Region 6 grow both types and may want to cross two evergreen rather than dormant 
varieties. I know I should say deciduous rather than dormant and that I should also say clone rather than 
variety but with me it's "to each his own." One of the few compensations of middle age is saying what comes 
natural. And speaking of middle age - many of us between 45 and 60 consider ourselves to be middle aged  
but how many folks do you know that are 90 to 120 years old? 
  

COMING EVENTS 
 
National Convention, Austin, Minnesota ................................................................... July 24, 25 and 26, 1969 
Convention bound Bus leaves Dallas ....................................................................... July 22 
Regional Meeting, Houston, Texas ........................................................................... May 23, 24 
East Texas Get-Together, Athens ............................................................................ March 16 
Accredited Show, Athens Area Hemerocallis Society ............................................... Date to be announced 
Accredited Show, Austin Hemerocallis Society ......................................................... Date to be announced 
Accredited Show, Hemerocallis Growers of Dallas ................................................... Garden Center, June 8 



 

ATHENS GROUP TO AGAIN HOST BIG EAST TEXAS GATHERING 
 

The first big event for Hemerocallis growers will be the annual get-together of East Texas folk at Athens, 
sponsored by the Athens Area Hemerocallis Society. The date has been set for 2:00 p.m., March 16th, and the 
meeting will be held, as usual, in the Community Room of the First State Bank of Athens. Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell 
will be in charge of the program, "Let's Grow Daylilies." 

These meetings, coming as they do before serious gardening begins, are always enjoyable occasions and 
well attended. The fellowship is great, the programs always interesting and instructive, the refreshments 
unexcelled - and everybody is invited! 
 

BUSY YEAR AHEAD FOR GULF COAST SOCIETY 
 

Catalogs are beginning to arrive and the Gulf Coast Hemerocallis Society members are coming alive again 
after several frosts in the area. 

Several members of the Society cooperated in planting some 150 daylilies in the gardens of the Vidor 
Nursing Center, at Vidor, this past month. 

Our agenda for the coming year, a chartered bus to Houston for the Regional Meeting is planned as are 
visits to the garden of Mrs. Lucille Williamson, Roganville, and those of local members in the Beaumont, Port 
Arthur, and Orange areas. 

Four members of the Society have already signed up for the Gold Eagle Bus trip to Austin, Minnesota, in 
July for the National Convention. 

On March 1st, there will be a Symposium, sponsored by the Beaumont Council of Garden Clubs, in which 
daylilies will be featured by one of the clubs. There will be seeds, seedlings, plants, mulches, and posters 
showing blooms displayed on tables in the booth, with members there to talk with interested people. There will 
also be Hemerocallis literature on display to encourage AHS memberships. We had this same set-up last year 
and had a wonderful response. 

It is time to spray or dust in this area. Many have reported aphids are with us again. A spray or dust of 
Malathion will control them. - Mrs. W. B. Fullen, Beaumont 
 

REPORT REQUESTED ON DISPLAY GARDENS 
 

Please, send me reports of all of your public plantings in Region 6. We must get a report in by March 15th 
to receive proper credit. I know we have a large number of both groups and individuals doing a lot of planting 
around public buildings and other places. Whether or not a planting has been reported in the past, do not omit 
it in your current report. If pictures, especially black and white, are available they will be very much 
appreciated. Let‟s have the best report in AHS - "let's brag a bit." - Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell, Region 6 Display 
Garden Chairman 
 
I will certainly be glad when Spring gets here as this inactivity is horrible. All I do is eat, watch TV, and get fat. - 
Edna Lankart, Tyler 
 
At the suggestion box, the boss said, "I wish employees would be more specific. What kind of kite? What 
Lake?? 
  



 

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE - WHAT FOR? 
by John Buettner 

 
Ever since I was appointed to fill the post of the late Bob Schlumpf as Region 6‟s representative on the 

AHS Scientific Committee, I've been searching through my mind for something I could do - some activity I 
could perform - some service I could offer to the members of this Region. It has long been my opinion that the 
National Committee does an excellent job of providing useful scientific information on the National level, chiefly 
through the Journals, of course, but also through the fine slide programs that are available to all local Societies 
(and unfortunately, are used by all too few). 

But the Committee, obviously, much as it would like to, cannot supply needed opinions and information to 
everyone who would like them. Dr. Hava has neither the time nor the energy for such a task. So it seems to me 
that this leaves it up to the Committee members in each Region to do what they can to satisfy the members‟ 
needs for assistance and opinions on matters that they cannot readily find out for themselves. And in Texas, I 
guess that means me. 

If I were to, at random, walk up to twelve individual members of Region 6 and ask, "What has your AHS 
Scientific Committee ever done to help you better enjoy your hobby?" I dare say that fewer than four would be 
able to think of anything. Not that this is anybody's fault, but if we can do something about it, we ought to try. 

My first effort along this line has been to ask Mr. McMillan's permission to have a little "Scientific Corner" 
column in each Newsletter. It could serve as a forum for discussion of any general breeding or hybridizing 
problems unique to the Texas and New Mexico areas; or it could confine itself to a discussion of the more 
technical aspects of the growth and make-up of Hemerocallis; or it could serve as a question and answer 
section of the Newsletter. In short, I guess it could do whatever the members want it to do. I have plenty of 
background material to get the project off to a good start and would be responsible for editing and supplying 
the material to our Regional Vice-President. 

So I should like all who care to, to drop me a brief note in the next couple of months with your reaction to all 
this. If you think the idea is worthwhile, I would appreciate your opinions on what the content of the column 
should be or how it should restrict itself. After all, we certainly don't want to start something that very few will 
get anything out of. If this effort is not going to interest and be useful to most of the members who read the 
Newsletter, then we shouldn't take up valuable space in the Newsletter with it. 

Please note my correct address below. de have moved since the Journal came out and the address given 
there is no longer valid. Thank you very much. - John Buettner, 116 Begonia, Lake Jackson, Texas, 77566 
 
FRIENDS of Mrs. Grover Ledwell, Dallas, extend their condolences in the sudden passing of her husband. 
 
MRS. J. W. (Neva) ALEXANDER of Harlingen, one of the five Texans whose name appears on the roll of 
Charter Members of the American Hemerocallis Society, is reported to be in the intensive care unit of St. 
Mary's Hospital, Galveston. 
 
MR. W. B. (Bill) MACMILLAN, Abbeville, LA, one of the best loved members of the daylily fraternity, is 
convalescing at his home after having suffered a stroke, recently. 
 

I had an idea which may help to cement the Region's local Societies together. Why not a Round Robin for 
them? I do think it would have value - exchanging ideas about programs, trips, and so on. - Leatha Cooke, 
Lake Jackson 

 
The Big Country Daylily Society  will have pilgrimages to Clyde and Brownwood and a good representation 

at the Regional Meeting at Houston is expected. I am hoping to have a good show of some of the newer plants 
I acquired last Fall - put in about 60 different cultivars - Mrs. Clyde Daniel, Abilene 

 
Our plants all look really good - they have had plenty of good rain. I will have some nice things for you next 

year. I have several to name and register of my small ones next year that you will like. I have received over 
100 new named ones this past Fall. - Lucille Williamson, Roganville 
  



 

REGIONAL HOSTS EAGERLY AWAIT INFLUX OF VISITORS 
 

For the past several years, Region 6 has been blessed with a series of superbly managed Regional 
Meetings, and this year will be no exception. Dollie Wheeler, Mildred Schlumpf, and their committees have 
completed their preparations - the program for the 2-day event is perfected - and the RVP has ordered fair 
weather. 

Those who have attended past National and Regional events in Houston are not going to miss this one. 
They know Houstonians spare no effort to see that their visitors have nothing less than the best in eats, 
entertainment, transportation, and other items essential to the conduct of an enjoyable occasion. 

The two clinics, one for Garden Judges, the other for Exhibition Judges, will be open to all who wish to 
attend. Exhibition Judges whose term expired at last season's end should take this opportunity to attend this 
Clinic if they desire to have their judgeships renewed. 

There'll be the usual slide program but with a difference, it will be interrupted by a question and answer 
period. 

Dollie promises plenty of entertainment at the Saturday night Banquet, and if you know Dollie, you know it's 
gonna be good! 

Refreshments will be plentiful in each of the five tour gardens, while some lucky Hemmer will draw a 
winning number for a plant selected from among those that are to be given away. 

The complete program will be printed in the next Newsletter which is planned for April 27th. 
The Meeting will be held Friday and Saturday, May 23rd and 24th, with Headquarters at the Holiday Inn, 

3131 West Loop (Richmond Ave. exit just North of its intersection with Highway 59). Room reservations and 
rates may be obtained from any Holiday Inn. 

Please fill out and mail the Reservation Blank found later in this Newsletter. 
 

CHARTERED BUS TO NATIONAL CONVENTION NOW ASSURED 
 

What with reservations already made and those promised, the proposed chartered bus trip to the National 
Convention via Chicago is virtually assured. Reservations will be held in the order received so to avoid 
disappointment the $15 deposit for the bus fare should be sent right away. While it is proposed to charter a 48-
seat bus, riders will be limited to 40 to permit easy circulation among the passengers and an un-crowded trip. 

It is estimated the round trip will cost only $45 since the plant sale last Fall provided money for coffee, 
doughnuts, cold drinks, etc., in unending quantities both going and coming. To you bridge players and "42" 
champs, be prepared to defend your titles! 

The bus is scheduled to leave Dallas early Tuesday morning, July 22nd, and will arrive back in Dallas in 
the evening of Monday, July 28th. The first night out will be spent in the St. Louis area - reaching Chicago the 
following day where visits to the gardens of Fay, Marsh, Bro. Charles (Mission Gardens), Rudolph, others as 
time permits, are planned, and reaching Austin Thursday afternoon. 
 

Early Registration - a Must!! 
 

I must make reservations for Motel accommodations for Tuesday, Wednesday, and Sunday nights. This is 
something that cannot be left to chance. They must be made well in advance to be sure everyone is provided 
for. So when you send in for your bus reservation be sure to let me know whether or not you desire a 
roommate - twin beds - 3 to a room - one double bed - etc. You will, of course, make your own reservations at 
the Convention city. 
 

Dallas Folk Will Entertain Out-of-Towners 
 

The Dallas folks will be glad to entertain those coming from out of town. If you would like a "bed" the night 
before we leave and/or after we get back to Dallas, just let us know. 

Our jolly driver, Ken Miller, will again be at the wheel. Do let me hear from you right away so that final plans 
can be made. 

Yours for lots of fun and fellowship. - Lula Mae Purnell, 2926 Maple Springs, Dallas, 75235, Telephone 
526-9820 
  

 



 

MIDDLEBROOKS SITS WITH REGION'S YOUTH PROGRAM PLANNERS 
 

Mrs. L. W. Middlebrooks, Shreveport, Chairman of the Special Services Committee of AHS, met with a 
group of planners for the Region's Youth Program in the home of the RVP, Saturday afternoon, November 
18th. Others attending the Meeting were Mmes. Royal A. Ferris, Jr., newly elected President of AHS, Hugh A. 
Purnell, Martin McMillan, Neal Meagher, Director of the Youth Program, and the RVP of Region 6. 

Mrs. Middlebrooks discussed the National Youth Program and told something of what has been 
accomplished in other Regions. An informal discussion followed and the "conference" concluded with an 
agreement that the Region 6 Youth Program could best be inaugurated by enlisting each of the 15 local 
Hemerocallis Societies in Texas to engage in a cooperative effort to organize and sponsor Young People's 
Daylily Societies in their respective areas. 
 

MRS. MEAGHER SUBMITS PROGRESS REPORT 
 

Dallas, January 16 - Dear Mr. McMillan - Much interest is being shown in the Youth Program here in town. 
Mrs. Elmore (Dora) Klenk has consented to be the sponsor for the local Youth group and most of the meetings 
will be held in her home. 

All of the children and grandchildren of the Hemerocallis Growers of Dallas are being contacted for the first 
meeting, which will be held on January 25th. This will be at 10:00 o'clock on Saturday morning so that each will 
have an opportunity to attend. Each or the other Societies in the Region has been contacted, and though some 
groups have not begun their Spring activities, several have expressed an interest in the venture which is quite 
encouraging. 

Plants are being donated to our local youngsters by Hughes' Garden (GOLD THIMBLE) and by Mrs. Jay 
Warner (BITSY), so they will have two good miniatures to start hybridizing with. - Loree Meagher, Director 
Youth Program 
 

"I AINT AROUND NO MORE!" 
 

This is the time of year when the IRS gets friendly again and Molly, bless her heart, begins compiling the 
list of names to be included in the Yearbook. We are reminded of the fellow who on receiving good old number 
1040 wrote the local office of IRS that he wanted such waste of the taxpayer's money stopped, that he had 
advised it four times that he was dead! 

There will probably be some who joined AHS last year because of the new Hemerocallis Handbook who 
will play "possum," too. We shall miss them! For there is strength in numbers, but theirs will be the bigger loss. 

Just as a daylily garden bursts forth in new brilliance each morning in its season of bloom, constant 
changes and improvements in our flower and in the activities of the National and Regional programs are 
occurring, even now. Yesterday's dreams are tomorrow's realities. 

The hundreds of people, the core of the American Hemerocallis Society, who work, sometimes long hours, 
without pay other than the delight they enjoy in helping to bring more beauty to your gardens, we think, merit 
not only a "pat on the back" but a sharing in the costs of the publications and programs that have been devised 
for your benefit. 

Ours is a specialized plant Society. Its influence is worldwide - its interests cover every phase of gardening 
- its members are more than mere gardeners, they are the elite in a special kind of horticultural activity. 

To keep abreast of the exciting new colors, forms and patterns of new cultivars, the 100 most popular 
flowers, the results of the Awards and Honors Judges, etc, new methods of cultivation, new fertilizers - there is 
no better way than to continue Society membership. Where else can one get so much information and down-
to-earth pleasure than in the pages of the Journal, the Yearbook and the Regional Newsletters - for so little. 
If your renewal is sent in now, it won't be forgotten later - and Mollie - well Mollie would be delighted to add 
your name to the Society's roster of active people. 
 
ONE CONSOLATION about taxes is that we don't have to pay on what we think we're worth. 
  



 

AS THE ROBINS FLY IN REGION 6 
 

With Spring just around the corner, the Robins in Region 6 are on the wing - and a right chipper bunch of 
birds they are - with plans to visit many more gardens and to meet each other in Houston at the Regional 
Meeting in May. We now have four active Robins and here are a few notes from some of the letters: 

From the newest Robin the "Bobbin Robin" with Mrs. Thelma Mimms, Rt. 2, Box 291, Kountze, 77625 as 
leader. 

"Robineers seem to have so much fun at Convention time while getting to know each other better. I was 
fortunate to be on the Gold Eagle bus from Dallas to the Convention and must say we had a wonderful time 
and am looking forward to going to the 1969 Convention in Minnesota. Daylilies seem to thrive in the coastal 
area. During the past few years we have been taking our overflow to our beach home on the Bolivar Peninsula. 
Last year the bloom was beautiful despite the winds and the colors seemed to be brighter." - Mrs. Claudia 
Fallen 

"We were using several kinds of mulches, but after visiting the Louisiana gardens last year, we changed to 
pine needles. Like it very much." - Berta Johnson 

"I haven't had to fight moles, but I got rid of armadillos with Castor Bean seed. I use hay with a little 
cottonseed meal to mulch." - Edith Dewbre 

"I use cane litter for mulch as there are no pine needles close by. Rice straw is good. Try raking your 
leaves in a pile or row and running over them to shred them. It works really well." - Pearl Hammond 

"I do not like to mulch with oak leaves as they have a tendency to pack and do not let the plants breathe 
and multiply - so I go to my nearest neighbor, one mile away, and get pine straw. I have better luck with it, 
however, I have used cottonseed hulls - buy it by the 100 lb. sack and 20% is cottonseed meal. This gives the 
plants a pick up. I am also fighting moles - I put Castor Bean seed in the runs but do not know if this will do the 
job or not; maybe some of you may have a good remedy." - Thelma Mimms 

Notes from the “Read Red Robin”: 
"Last year I lost many Hems due to crown rot. I believe deep planting may be one reason. I've planted 

everything shallow this year and so far have not lost any to crown rot. It would be nice if we would all „Share 
the Spare‟ - it would make our gardens friendship gardens and save our pocket book also." - Lois Blalock 

"I have increased daylilies successfully by cutting the old brown stump under the crown. How long it will 
take these to bloom, I do not know". - Roger Coker 

"Clorox works well on rot in Hems. One part Clorox to 2 of water." Christine Short 
"Did not dig mine up that had rot - scraped it out and put powdered sulphur on with success". - Mae Collie 
"Had very poor germination this year on seed. I refrigerate mine." - Pyrtle Garrison 
Notes from “Circle 6 Robin”: 
"Bill, I liked your slogan 'Don't work harder, just work smarter.' So I just thinned out my seedlings and left 

most of them where they were planted. Next year I'm going to plant my seed farther apart and it won't be such 
a waste." - Eunice Silsbee 

"I'm really daffy about exotic black Hems and ordered Edna Lankart's BLACK RASPBERRY. The slide 
showed it to be a blackish red." - Hallie Mercer 

"I added ANNIE WELCH, AFTER SUNSET, LAVENDER FLIGHT, GREEN GLITTER, SARA LOU 
MERRILL, HOLLY SUE, and REGAL ROSE which is a child of HOLLY SUE and the cross back is throwing 
some very beautiful seedlings for the Waltermire's." - Bill Ater 

"I've added RALPH HENRY, TWENTY THIRD PSALM, LITTLE RAINBOW, BETTY BENNETT BROWN, 
and SONG OF DAVID. My husband says I can't dig any more beds, but he didn't say I can't edge them, so I 
just dig another row." - Leota Largent 

"I lost TWENTY THIRD PSALM just as it was beginning to look good. I have no explanation for it except 
that I wanted it so badly. I have a lot of fast-growing babies from REGAL AIR and an off-color seedling of mine. 
I don't know how I can stand to wait two years to see what I've got." Loree Meagher 

Notes from the "All Texas Robin”: 
"Strange to say that with all the dry weather I had some bloom on the Hems most of the Summer and 

during the Fall everything. put on a show." - Annie T. Giles 
"I am crossing miniatures on the doubles. Hope I may get a good double miniature. One cross has been 

LITTLE RED THIMBLE on BALLS OF RED, another has been LULA MAE PIRNELL on DOUBLE 
CHALLENGE." It's lots of fun - and very worthwhile to be a Robin. I am looking forward to chirping with you in 
Houston this coming May. - Lula Mae Purnell, Region 6 Robin Director 

Note: For obvious reasons, Robin chirps are limited to items designed to help other gardeners in the 
culture and enjoyment of our flower. - Editor 



 

TEN APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR AWARDS & HONORS JUDGESHIPS 
 

The large increase in AHS memberships last year has opened up opportunities for more Region 6 people 
to serve the Society as Garden Judges. In answer to a call for volunteers to fill this increased need, ten 
applications have been received and it has been the pleasure of the RVP to recommend these fine daylily 
growers be accepted: 

Mrs. Stanley Hyer, Sweeny; Mmes. Largent and Robert Scott, Lufkin; Mrs. Neal Meagher, Mr. Ury G. 
Winniford and Dr. Robert Miller, Dallas; Mrs. John Lanier, Jr., and Mr. Bill Ater, Austin; Mr. Forrest Hall, Lake 
Jackson; and Mr. F. D. Coppin, Waco. 

Based on a ratio of one Judge to ten members, the Beaumont-Orange-Port Arthur area needs 6 additional 
Judges; Houston needs 3; Corpus Christi, 2; Lufkin, 1; Waco, 1; San Antonio, 3; Abilene, 1; Fort Worth, 1; and 
Wichita Falls, 1. 

Many have expressed an interest in Garden Judging but fear they lack the necessary qualifications. Among 
the features of the 1969 Regional Meeting will be an Awards and Honors Judges Clinic which will be open to 
those attending the Meeting and all gardeners who aspire to an Awards and Honors Judgeship or merely want 
to acquaint themselves on what to look for in a good daylily should attend. 

All Garden Judges of record, as well as the newly appointed ones, should also attend this Clinic. It will be 
entertaining as well as instructive for slides will be used to illustrate the good and bad qualities of our flower. 
 

NACOGDOCHES GROWERS CHOOSE NAMES FOR THEIR GARDENS 
 

Naming of gardens is important, I think. Mrs. Cooper Pierce has her garden named, "Hidden Valley;" Mrs. 
Brewer's garden is "Contented Acres;" mine is "Glenwood Gardens." We are planning to take slides of our 
gardens this year, and have a show. 

We have heard from Mrs. Meagher about the Youth Program. I hope we can do something about it. I like 
the idea. - Mrs. Vernon Hill, President, Nacogdoches Hemerocallis Society 
 

W. D. EVERETT, LAKE JACKSON, FINDS CLEVER WAY TO AVOID WORK 
 

At the annual meeting of the Brazosport Hemerocallis Society all went well until - A. T. Mann became 
President; Mrs. C. E. Keener, 1st VP; Mrs. Celestine Stratton, 2nd VP; Mrs. E. E. LaGasse, Treasurer - and 
then the Secretary's job came up for grabs. 

Believe it or not, that hard-working, eager-beaver husband of mine stepped forward and accepted the 
honor (?) - that is, he would do the job if I'd take all the notes for the minutes! 

These officers were installed at our January meeting. Forrest Hall presented the program, using one from 
his collection of slide programs which are available to all groups. We enjoyed a gift plant exchange and 
refreshments by the out-going officers. 

Wilma LaGasse reported a membership of 46, with several good prospects for more. We are looking 
forward to your program for our April 13th meeting, and the Regional Meeting at Houston. - Mrs. W. D. (Emily) 
Everett, Lake Jackson 
 
 

We have a big planting of daylilies at the Mt. Carmel home and will add to it this year. A trip is being 
planned to the garden of Nedra West at Riviera in May. The plant sale netted about $125 which we think was 
pretty good. - Gertrude Westervelt, Corpus Christi 
  



 

REGIONAL TOIR GARDENS OFFER WIDE ARRAY OF THE NEW AND UNUSUAL 
 

Harrison Daylily Garden. This is both a commercial and hybridizer's garden. Among the Harrison 
registrations are RUFFLED JAKE and LOVE AND KISSES, garden aristocrats by any standard. Look for 
seedling No. 171-67 and No. H36-65. This garden covers an area of about two acres and embraces many of 
the best cultivars, those of Lucille Williamson, Edna Spalding, W. B. MacMillan, Orville Fay, David Hall, and 
others. 

In the two Sauer Gardens, HALLELUJAH CHORUS and a dozen or more of W. B. MacMillan's things will 
be featured as well as several "unusual numbered seedlings" from Mr. Mac's nicer rose colored and near white 
ones. Cultivars from the gardens of Lambert, Spalding, Schoonover, Bro. Charles, and Fay make conspicuous 
showings. 

We have seen Carl's 1968 seedlings - but let him tell about them. "Our 1968 seedlings furnished several 
beautiful surprises and excitements. Best of all was our No. 8-63, a most ruffled lavender rose with a 
background of LAVENDER FLIGHT, EMPEROR'S ROBE, TWENTY THIRD PSALM, and PATSY RUTH. Then 
from a 2-seed pod of LADY CYNTHIA X a pink tetraploid of Edgar Brown's we were thrilled with T-8-49, not 
only because it is a nice rose colored one but evergreen, too. 

There are several dozen keepers from 1967 bloom, a few which may be introduced. Of special note is 
BP7-428, a different shade of blue-purple, excellent branching, etc. 

Treat yourself this May and enjoy, not only the ones mentioned and several hundred seedlings yet to 
bloom, but also the other fine gardens on tour." 

Mildred Schlumpf, modestly has not reported on her own fabulous creations, either those registered or 
under number, rather she has stressed the guest plants she is hosting including the Hughes Garden's DADDY 
TOM. Among Mildred's collection of Hems are selections from the creations of Harrison, Spalding, MacMillan, 
Lenington (including LOLABELLE, winner of the 1968 President's Cup Award), Marsh, Williamson, Powell, and 
Lankart. 

Dollie Wheeler is growing a long list of Hall, Fay, MacMillan, Gates, Williamson, and other well-known 
cultivars, but last year when we visited her garden we were impressed by her own indescribably beautiful 
seedling patch. Be sure to look for her 14-16, a "strawberry" rose; 10-101, wide-petaled, clear, pale pink to be 
registered NANCY WOOD; 99-0, apple-wine red, round 5 ½” flower with piqued edges(a new pattern); 18-8, 
brassy gold transparent through color look; and many new colors - strawberry orchid, purple wine-red, true 
clear red - shades that are new everywhere. 

And then there will be a thousand new seedling doubles: And her DOUBLE TALK, DOUBLE JOY, 
STACKED TAFFY, DOUBLE KISSES, No. 9-91 (apple red, full, loose-center with wide outer petals), and No. 
9-92 (purple red, stiff, very ruffled). We saw them, yet don't believe it. 

Space permitting, we will attempt to give a more complete listing of the plants to be seen in the tour 
gardens in the next Newsletter. 

Visitors to the 1969 Regional will probably see more good cultivars, more better grown plants, and a more 
diversified selection of plants in this one area than can be seen in any other one location, and in far less time 
and expense. 
  

Please tear off on this line and mail 
 

REGISTRATION BLANK 
 
Mrs. Russell Turner, Registrar 
7140 Appleton, Houston, Texas, 77022 
 
Enclosed is $   ($12.50 each, $13.00 after March 1st) to cover Registration Fee for   persons for 
the 1969 Regional Meeting. 
  
The first 50 Registrants will be eligible to draw for a newly registered daylily. Registration Fee entitles registrant 
to breakfast, luncheon, banquet, bus seat on the tours, refreshments in each of the tour gardens, and other 
scheduled events except, the Judges Clinics. Make your own hotel reservations. The Holiday Inn, 3131 West 
Loop, is Meeting headquarters. 
  



 

NEW SAN ANTONIO SOCIETY LAUNCHES BEAUTIFYING PROJECT 
 

The present project of the San Antonio Hemerocallis Society is that of beautifying an area at the Baptist 
Memorial Hospital. Although this area is in front of one building of the hospital, the patients in the building 
across the street will be able to see and enjoy the planting as well as the passersby. There were many fine 
plants donated by members of the Society and more promised, so we can beautify and promote Hemerocallis 
elsewhere in the city. 

The ground work, the really hard work of the project was taken care of by the Committee of Paul Offer, W. 
T. Fitzgibbons, and Russell Whipp. They also planted the beds in a neat and orderly manner. 

The Society has a convenient and centrally located meeting place now at the corner of Richmond and 
Camden streets. Guests are always welcome at 2:00 p.m. on the second Sunday of each month. Programs 
feature slides of Hemerocallis and landscaping with Hems, and several fine speakers have been lined up. At 
each meeting members bring choice or unusual blooms so we can admire and discuss them. 

The past six weeks have been busy ones for the President. She and son, Ross, have moved to the 
country, 4 miles north of Loop 410 on Blanco Road. Having two acres of land, there is plenty of room for 
plants. We've been moving Azaleas, Camellias, Rhododendrons, Hemerocallis, and Irises and hope to have 
them all planted before it gets cold here. - Mrs. Emma Nelson, San Antonio Hemerocallis Society. (Written in 
October) 
 

DISPLAY BEDS AT AMARILLO GARDEN CENTER NOW READY 
 

Mr. Phil Sanderson, who is directing the daylily display garden project on the grounds of the freshly 
completed Garden Center, reports that the bed is ready but planting cannot start until Winter's end in April. The 
area to be used for this planting is approximately 20' x 70' and is located adjacent to the main building and the 
greenhouses. 

According to the Amarillo newspapers, the Hemerocallis is the City's Official Flower. It is especially well 
adapted to growing conditions in this Panhandle city and is being cultivated successfully in many of the city's 
parks. 

A meeting has been called for April 27th in the Garden Center to consider the organization of a local Daylily 
Society. The Region 6 Vice President has promised to be present to assist. 

Mr. Sanderson has worked long and diligently to get a Hem Society for his city and the display garden at 
the new Center. Region 6 enthusiasts will no doubt show their appreciation by offering plants to help with the 
Garden Center planting. Donors are asked to write to Phil Sanderson, 3701 Fleetwood, Amarillo, 79109, or to 
the RVP who will be glad to take gift plants with him on his Amarillo trip. 
 

IT'S A G-O-O-O-D FEELING! 
 

It's nice to have a little money laid aside for emergencies, and during the past two years the Regional 
Treasury has been able to report a small balance. Mr. Lewis reports that, as of January 1, there is a balance of 
$301.43 in the bank! 

Of necessity, Regional expenses have been confined to the publishing of the Newsletter, a membership in 
the American Horticulture Society, and minor office and organizational necessities. 1968 disbursements 
amounted to $711.38 - Receipts $802.85 which included the subsidy of 50¢ per member to help with the cost 
of the Newsletter. 

This year, depending on the generosity of the membership in supporting the Sustenance Fund, it may be 
possible to devise and finance awards or trophies of some sort to catch the attention of young people and to 
interest them in the Region's Youth Program. A special fund is being set up for this purpose. 



 

The support of Regional activity by the early contributors to the Sustenance Fund helps to insure future daylily 
activities in the Southwest. The following people are commended for "lending a helping hand."  
Abilene 

Mrs. Clyde Daniel 
Austin Hemerocallis Society 

Mr. B. F. Ater 
Mrs. William Bohn 
Mrs. Lillian Brown 
Mrs. J. T. Fomby 
Mr. & Mrs. Guy D. Gates 
Miss Annie T. Giles 
Mrs. B. A. Goodfriend 
Mrs. C. W. Hall 
Mrs. Oliver P. Harris 
Mrs. H. C. Kilpatrick 
Mrs. John Lanier, Jr. 
Miss Carol McAden 
Miss Lilian Peek 
Mrs. Calvin Reeves 
Miss Mary K. Wilcox 
Mrs, Katherine Edwards 
Beaumont 

Mrs. W. B. Fullen 
Brazosport Hemerocallis Society 

Mrs. S. F. Barr 
Mrs. Creel Brockman 
Mrs. John O. Buchanan 
Mr. John Buettner 
Mrs. Howard A. Cooke 
Mr. Raymond L. Denham 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Early 
Mr. W. D. Everett 
Mr. & Mrs. F. W. Hall 
Mrs. Medwin Hall 
Mrs. A. L. Hammond 
Mrs. J. T. Humphreys 
Mrs. C. E. Keener 
Mrs. E. E. LaGesse 
Mr. & Mrs. A. T. Mann 
Mr. J. H. McIver 
Mrs. L. P. O'Bryan 
Mrs. Anna Prewitt 
Mrs. John Ramey 
Mrs. F. L. Raynor 
Mrs. A. F. Rodriguez 
Mr. & Mrs. J. E. Rupe 

Mr. Charles F. Schrieber 
Mrs. George Sheffield 
Mr. Lawrence R. Smith 
Mrs. S. D. Stratton 
Mrs. James Slaughter 
Mrs. F. D. Tarrant 
Mrs. T. A. Walker 
Mrs, C. W. Whiteker 
Clyde 

Mrs,, Shy Osborn 
Corpus Christi 

Mrs. B. H. Westervelt 
Dallas 

Mrs. Jewel Crudup 
Mrs. Shelby Dodd 
Mrs. Royal A. Ferris, Jr. 
Mrs. Jo Greenwood 
Mrs. Eva Hogg 
Mrs. Marcel Jones 
Miss Florence Peake 
Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell 
Houston 

Mr. David W. Jacquith 
Houston Area Daylily Society 

Mrs. E. J. Barton 
Mrs. Jim Dezendorf 
Mrs. Jack Fisher 
Mrs. J. J. Harrison 
Mrs. Mildred Kraulik 
Mrs. L. A. Rosch 
Mr. Carl Sauer 
Mrs. Ben Wheeler 
Mrs. E. W. Wood 
Lufkin Hemerocallis Society 

Mrs. Sam Bennett 
Mrs. Ted Collins 
Mrs. Homer Duncan 
Mrs. Lee Gibson 
Mrs. I. R. Hannah 
Mrs. Jack Kennedy 
Mrs. Truman Largent 
Mrs. Jesse O'Quinn 
Mrs. R. W. Riley 
Mrs. R. T. Roebuck 

Mrs. Jack Scott 
Mrs, Robert Scott 
Mrs. R. G. Scott 
Mrs. Garland Stone 
Mrs. Hub Trevathan 
Mrs. Ben F. Vaughn 
Nacogdoches 

Mrs. Vernon Hill 
Mrs. Anna Belle Reid Tyler 
Orange 

Mrs. Edgar Brown 
Ore City  

Mrs. Gilbert Hensley 
Pasadena 

Mr. Grover C. Alvey, Sr. 
Rosenberg 

Mrs. J. Q. Vencil 
San Antonio 

Mrs. Hallie Mercer 
Sweeny 

Mrs. Stanley E. Ayer 
Tyler 

Miss Edna Lankart 
Victoria 

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Bohn, Jr. 
Waco 

Mrs. Ruby Martin 
Mr. Q. Perry Potts 
Mrs. Paul Reichert 
Mrs. B. E. Roberts 
Wichita Falls 

Mr. Z. G. Benson 
 
Out of State 

Mrs. H. G. Baker Homer, 
Louisiana 
Mrs. C. P. Barney 
Shreveport, Louisiana 
Mrs. Otto Barron 
Minden, Louisiana 
Mrs. John W. Miller 
Serepta, Louisiana 
Mrs. Carl Knight 
Monroe, Louisiana 
Mrs. Ray Larrick, 
Chillicothe, Oregon 

 

Please zip off on this line and mail 
 

REGION 6 SUSTENANCE FUND 
 
Martin McMillan, Regional Vice President 
6706 Lupton Drive, Dallas, Texas 75225 
 
Enclosed please find $   to help with the expense of the two Newsletters not subsidized by the 
National Society, the Young People's program and other activities. 
 
Name   
 
Address   
 
Region 6 Newsletters are edited exclusively for AHS members residing in Texas and New Mexico. Others 
desiring to receive the Letter should make a contribution to the Sustenance Fund of not less than $2.00. 



 

DEMAND FOR SLIDE PROGRAMS EXCEEDS SUPPLY 
 

Along with the ever growing popularity of our flower is a corresponding demand for more and more 
Hemerocallis programs and it is the duty of the National Slide Custodian to comply with these requests. Mr. 
Hall does not have enough slides to build enough programs to conduct a smoothly operated enterprise. 

Carrying out the duties of the Slide Custodian is a labor of love and Forrest is doing a splendid job - but - 
listen: 

 
Dear AHS Members, 
There comes a time in every venture when some help is needed. Well, we will come straight to the point - 

we need slides for the slide program. We have more calls for slide programs than we can supply. 
It seems to us this would be a good way for the hybridizer to get his daylilies known over all the 15 Regions 

in the Society. We would prefer slides of the newer things as these are what the clubs are asking for as well as 
for good landscape and garden scenes. 

These slide programs are being used not only by Hemerocallis Societies, but by garden clubs, housing 
project landscapers, and vocational agricultural schools all over the USA. 

There is really a strong demand for these programs. So please, if you have any extra slides send them to 
your Slide Custodian as a gift of love for your favorite flower. 

P.S. - We want to thank the ones who have already sent slides for the slide program. THANKS! - F. W. 
Hall, Slide Custodian, 109 N. Shady Oaks Dr., Lake Jackson, 77566 
 

MRS. W. K. CARSON REGISTERS HEMMIE AWARD WINNER 
 

Mrs. W. K. Carson of LaRue has registered her seedling, #66-19, which won the Malcolm Collie Hemmie 
Award at the 1968 Regional Meeting in Lufkin. As you may remember, it is a light lavender pink with a bold 
purple eyezone, green throat, about 4" in diameter. Its name? ANGEL CHIMES. 

She has also registered an early, large buttercup yellow self, GOLDEN WINDOWS. It's a low grower with 
heavy substance, sun resistant, and ample branching. 

Mrs. Carson, her daylilies, and her "calves" live a short distance out of Athens on the Jacksonville highway. 
Her seedling patch is a thing of rare beauty and her hospitality unequalled. A visit to her garden is a long 
remembered event. She should name and register more of her "pets". 
 
SYMPATHY is expressed for Mrs. Neal Meagher (Loree) in the loss of her sister at Atlanta, Georgia, last 
November 11th. 


