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PROMOTE - ENCOURAGE - FOSTER - GOOD WORDS TO LIVE BY 
 

WE COME now to the beginning of a new year, a propitious time to take stock of ones past 
conduct - a proper time to draw up a Balance Sheet of individual accomplishments - both good and 
bad. As a basis for this self analysis, let's begin by reviewing the purpose for which our National and 
most of the local Hemerocallis Societies were brought into being. 

Article II of the Constitution and By-Laws of the American Hemerocallis Society states that the 
"Purpose of the Society shall be to PROMOTE, ENCOURAGE, and FOSTER the development and 
improvement of the Genus Hemerocallis, and the public interest therein, by all suitable and 
appropriate means." The membership of this organization has the right to expect that every member 
of the Official Board; every Chairman of a National Committee; the Regional Vice Presidents; every 
Judge, whether Exhibition or Awards and Honors; and every officer of a local Hemerocallis Society 
should diligently and without mental reservation work to achieve these ends. 

So let us all, both Chiefs and Indians, draw up a Balance Sheet - on one side showing our 
accomplishments - the other the things we should have done - and didn't. 

Let's begin by setting forth the number of invitations we have extended to people to join the 
National or a local club in 1967, then the answers to such questions as: 

1. Did I upgrade my garden last year? 
2. Did I keep a well-groomed garden to impress the "non-believers" who came by? 
3. Have I freely shared my "know-how" with others less knowledgeable? 
4. Did I cooperate when asked to furnish plants for establishing a public garden? 
5. Do I consistently send in my ballot for the "100 Best?" . 
6. Have I been prompt in answering letters from Regional and National officers who may have 

written me in the interest of Hemerocallis? 
7. Do I regularly attend the Regional and National Meetings? 
8. Have I supported Regional activities by making regular contributions to the Sustenance 

Fund? 
9. Have I consistently shown a willingness to counsel with or otherwise assist the officers of 

the AHS in the performance of their duties when called on? 
10. Do I conduct myself in such a manner that others may wish to follow my example? 

 

After having completed this yearend Balance Sheet - take a very candid look at it! Analyze it carefully! 
If it is lacking in any of the ingredients of which a Hemerocallis grower should be proud - this New 
Year offers a "second chance." 
 

Happy is he who at the end of the year has something beautiful to remember from his yesterdays, 
and something good to hope for from his tomorrow. - Nuggets 



NEWS AND VIEWS FROM MISS EDNA 
 

The New Year arrived at last and all is covered with frozen sleet. I have been hibernating for many 
days so don't expect anything too earth shattering to flow from these typewriter keys - my thinking 
section has not thawed out at this time. As usual, I did not have time to complete half of my 1967 
projects but as the years go by, I attach more and more importance to my motto, "Never do today 
what can be done tomorrow." 

I never have I worked so hard as in 1967, but don't worry, things will probably be worse in 1968. 
This year I will have two daylily gardens and they are exactly 150 miles apart. Some of you just have 
to go out in the backyard to see what's new but I will have to drive 150 miles. Since most of my 
seedlings were left in Waco, I will have to make the trip every week - after all that work I sure don't 
want to miss anything. 

I am fixing to see just how tough daylilies are. I moved four car loads of my best ones over here in 
late Fall - the last one, the first week of December. A month later we had snow, sleet, rain, and 15 
degrees here in Tyler. I sure hope they haven't heaved out of the ground, but as long as the ground is 
frozen, I have no intention of going out to see. As I stick my nose outside the door and icicles form, I 
decide that further mass moving will have to wait until late March. Any planting around here until then 
will be the moving of my miniature roses and a few others. I will move a few choice small trees, one 
being a crimson Locust. 

I saw some Cypress trees around here and since they were new to me, I just had to add one. 
Soon as it thaws out I plan to add several native Holly trees. They grow huge here and in late Fall and 
early winter are covered with red berries. 

I have a large shaded bed made up especially for the Hems I can't resist buying during bloom 
season. I do not like buying the expensive varieties when blooming and it sure is better to wait and 
get them in the Fall - if you have that much resistance - but knowing myself pretty well, I imagine I will 
have this shaded bed filled before Fall arrives - even if I have to get in on the poverty program to do 
so. This may be pretty good thinking after my wild spending streak last year - what with buying a 
home, putting up 550 feet of stockade fence around my backyard and numerous other things like an 
electric door lift on my garage door. A double metal door can get mighty heavy so after talking it over 
with myself, my back won out. This may make me ineligible to participate in that poverty program but 
don't knock this gadget - on a cold, rainy day it is worth the price of ten good daylilies. 

Those girls who are putting on the Region 6 Meeting at Lufkin this year came by for a visit right 
before Christmas and was I ever glad to see them: We had a real nice visit and you better believe me 
when I say we are going to have a really exciting Meeting this year. Besides seeing this beautiful East 
Texas, you are going to see and win gobs of Hems, see some lovely gardens, and meet all your Hem 
friends again. Our Meetings are one of the highlights of the Hem season and I wouldn't miss them for 
anything - Oh, well, if I should break a leg or something like that! 

Now they tell me! They tell me there are BOB CATS in the woods behind my house, and it may be 
true as I have lost my beautiful white Persian and my Maltese cats since moving here. Since I have 
my seedling patch outside the back of the stockade fence, I may be the only hybridizer in the USA 
who has to carry a rifle in one hand and pollen in the other. Maybe I will "bag" those CATS before 
Hem time - anyhow the old trusty rifle is at the back door ready to go. 

I believe Betty, Gladys, and Edgar Brown are leading the Region 6 field in work on tetraploids. I 
hear glowing descriptions of those produced by Northern hybridizers but I have seen much prettier 
tetraploids in the Brown garden than any offered for sale to the public by Northern growers. Frankly, I 
am tired of the same old golds, melons, and yellows, so until some more different colors come along 
and are offered for sale, I shall just struggle along with the diploids and hope for a white or a true 
blue. 

As mentioned in my Fall Price List, it is doubtful that I will put out another one but I plan to run a 
long sale ad in our next Newsletter. 

I will leave you with this bit of wisdom - money won't buy everything, but the things it won't buy, I 
don't use much anyhow. - Edna Lankart, Waco 



  
COMING EVENTS - E&OQL* 

 

Region 6 Meeting, Lufkin, Texas ............................................................................. May 24 and 25 
Region 13 Meeting, West Monroe, Monroe, LA ...................................................... June 7, 8 and 9 
National Convention, St. Louis, MO ........................................................................ July 4, 5 and 6 
Hemerocallis Show - Athens Area Hemerocallis Society ........................................ Date pending 
Hemerocallis Show - Austin Hemerocallis Society, at Garden Center .................... Date pending 
Hemerocallis Show - Brazosport Hemerocallis Society .......................................... Date pending 
Exhibition and Garden Tour, Central Texas Hemerocallis Society, Waco.. ............ Date pending 
Hemerocallis Show - Corpus Christi Hemerocallis Society ..................................... Date pending 
Hemerocallis Show - Hemerocallis Growers of Dallas, at Garden Center .............. June 9 
Hemerocallis Show - Lufkin Hemerocallis Society, Angelina Hotel ......................... .May 24 
Hemerocallis Show - Houston Area Daylily Society, at Northline Mall .................... Date pending 
Hemerocallis Show - Houston Hemerocallis Society .............................................. Date pending 
Exhibition - Natchitoches Hemerocallis Society, at Fredonia Hotel ......................... Date pending 
Hemerocallis Show - Sweeny Hemerocallis Society ............................................... Date pending 
(*) - Errors and Omissions Quite Likely: 
 
As indicated above, there's a lot of activity planned for 1968 in Region 6. All 14 of the local Hem 
Societies indicate Tours locally and Pilgrimages out of town, maybe. 
 
REGION 13. Annual Meeting to be held in Monroe, LA. Headquarters - Holiday Inn, 2102 Louisville 
Ave., Monroe. Registration - June 7. Tours - June 8 and 9. Registration Fee $12.50 per person - 
includes buses, two luncheons, and a banquet. Registration Fee should be sent to Mrs. E. B. Turner, 
Route 3, Box 145, Monroe, LA, 71201. 
 

LUFKIN SOCIETY READY FOR TREMENDUOUS INVASION OF HEMMERS IN MAY 
 

Although the 1968 Regional Meeting is almost four months away, the Lufkin Society, sponsor of 
the event, has released a tentative outline of what may be expected during the two glorious days of 
fun, fellowship, and feasting. Expecting more than 200 people to be in attendance, the original plan to 
headquarter the festivities in one of the local motels was changed and the Angelina Hotel was finally 
selected where ample room is available, no matter how great the demand may be. 

Friday and Saturday, May 24 and 25, are the magic dates. Registration fee of $8.00 covers cost of 
Banquet and one luncheon. 

Friday's schedule provides for Registration from 1:00 to 7:00 p.m.; Flower Show; Awards and 
Honors Judge's Clinic, Banquet; Business Meeting; Drawing for Plants and a Slide Show. 

Saturday's activities begin at the Angelina Hotel, where at 7:30 a.m. delegates will leave for the 
Tour Gardens. The morning Tour will include the gardens of Mr. and Mrs. Truman Largent, Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Scott, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kennedy, Mrs. R. T. Roebuck, and Mrs. Jessie B. O'Quinn. After a 
12:30 Luncheon at the Angelina, cars will leave for the fabulous Hemerocallis collections of Mrs. 
Lucille Williamson at Roganville. 

Those who wish to make their reservations now may send their remittances to Mrs. Largent, 
General Chairman, Route 5, Box 325, Lufkin, Texas 75901. Early registrants will be privileged to draw 
for a free plant from a select group that has been made available, among which are CLARENCE 
SIMON, MARY MERRITT, ANNIE WELCH, CLYDE HYDE, and HEAVENLY HAVILAND. 

Hotel Reservations should be made by writing direct to your choice of the four listed here. 
Angelina Hotel, Meeting Headquarters, rooms $4.00 up and $6.00 up. 
Holiday Inn, 2 persons, $12.00; 4 people, 2 beds, $4.50 per person. 
Petty's Motel, 2 in room;$12.00; 4 in room, $4.00 per person. 
Sun in Pines Motel, 2 in room $12.00, 4 in room $3.00 each; 6 in room, $2.50 each. 
Complete details will be carried in the April-May-June Newsletter which will be out around the 15th 
of April. 



A TRIBUTE OF THANKS 
 

If you happen to enjoy reading the Region 6 Newsletter, then you should know that not a great 
deal could be said for it were it not for the unselfish help it has received from people eager to serve 
from all over Texas. And we'd like for everyone to know who they are: 

From South Texas: Mrs. Frank West, Riviera; Mrs. B. H. Westervelt, Corpus Christi; Mrs. Stanley 
Hyer, Sweeny; Mrs. Howard Cooke, Mr. Forrest Hall, and Mr. John Buettner of the Brazosport 
area. 
From Houston: Mrs. Russell Turner, Mrs. Ben Wheeler, Mrs. Mel Thomas, Mr. Carl Sauer, the late 
Mr. Robert Schlumpf, and Mrs. Robert Schlumpf. 
From San Antonio: Mrs. Sam Montgomery, Mrs. I. R. Mercer, and Mrs. Claud C. Smith. 
From Austin: Mrs. James Fomby and Mrs. Jack Fisher. 
Far West Texas: Mrs. E. J. Exum, Lubbock; and Mrs. B. J. Robbins, Idalou. 
Central Texas: Mrs. Shy Osborn, Clyde; and Mrs. Clyde Daniel, Abilene. 
Panhandle Area: Mr. Phil Sanderson, Amarillo. 
From East Texas:  Mrs. D. Brookshire, Nacogdoches; Mrs. Truman Largent, Lufkin; Mr. Joyce 
Lewis, Athens; and Mrs. W. N. Hill, Jr., Tyler. 
Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell, Dallas, has given unsparingly of herself as has Miss Edna Lankart, of Waco 
and now of Tyler, the Region's Publicity Director. 
Come to think of it, we'd imagine every one of these enthusiastic and loyal daylily folk would 
appreciate an occasional "Thank you for a job well done" note. 

 
FALLEN LEAVES 

 
Hearts are always saddened by the loss of someone dear, and we grieve with the loved ones left 
behind. 

Willie Williamson, husband of Lucille Williamson, Roganville, January 15, 1968 
Jessie B. O'Quinn, husband of Mary Fay O'Quinn, Lufkin, January 3, 1968 
Dr, George McMahan, brother of Mrs. L. L. Springfield, member of Hemerocallis Growers of 
Dallas, December 31, 1967 
Murphy N. Greenwood, husband of Jo Greenwood, Dallas, November 18, 1967 
Allen F. McClanahan, brother of Mrs. Fred R. Acrey, Dallas, November 7, 1967 
William M. Ransoms, husband of Mrs. Clara Ransome, Dallas, November 6, 1967. 

 
MRS. MOLLIE WHEELER, National Secretary, in a recent letter, suggested that some of our 
members may not be aware of a local Society within commuter distance of their homes and that we 
should list the locations of local Societies for the convenience of any who might care to visit and/or 
become a member of the group. At this early date we do not have all the Yearbooks of the local 
Societies in Region 6, but we feel sure if anyone interested would write the person we have named in 
the Society nearest them, they will be furnished with the Where’s and When’s of the Club's meetings: 
Sweeny, Mrs. Stanley Hyer; Brazosport, Mrs. Howard A. Cooke; Houston, Mrs. Russell Turner or 
Mrs. Mel Thomas; Beaumont, Mrs. L. W. (Madelene) Knowles, President of the local club; Lufkin, 
Mrs. Robert Scott; Nacogdoches, Mrs. D. Brookshire; Athens, Mrs. Joyce Lewis; Austin, Mr. Bill Ater, 
President of local club; Waco, Mrs. R. Dentler, President, lives at Taylor; Abilene, Mrs. Clyde Daniel; 
Corpus Christi, Mrs. B. H. Westervelt; Dallas, Mrs. Stephen Testa and Mrs. M. L. Blanton. If there's 
no Society nearby, let's talk things over. Maybe we can do something about it. - The Editor 
 
NEXT ISSUE, carrying all the information about the Regional Meeting at Lufkin, May 24-25, will be 
mailed the week of April 15th instead of May 1st so those planning to attend may have ample time for 
readying themselves. 
 
  



 

 
 

DAYLILIES FOR THE GOVERNOR'S MANSION. One hundred CRADLE SONG daylilies were 
presented to Mrs. John Connally, Wednesday afternoon (November 22, 1967) by the Austin 
Hemerocallis Society to be planted in the gardens at the Governor's Mansion along with 100 
MELLOW CREMES sent by the Houston Hemerocallis Society and 100 GOLDEN DEWDROPS 
assembled and shipped by Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell of Dallas. Miss Annie T. Giles was Chairman for 
collecting the Hems in Austin. Shown making the presentation, l. to r. are Miss Giles, Mrs. William 
Bohn, President of the Austin Society, Dr. C. W. Hall, member of the Society's Civic Projects 
Committee, and Mrs. Connally, the Governor's wife. The choice of varieties selected for incorporation 
in the freshly landscaped grounds of the Mansion was prompted by Mrs. Connally's desire for 
evergreen varieties in shades of yellow. - Mrs. J. L. Fomby. Photo, courtesy of Miss Giles. 
 

"BRAZOSPORT," that widely acclaimed MacMillan Hem seen at the Regional Meeting last year, will 
again be offered for sale this Fall by the Brazosport Society, according to Mr. Forrest Hall who is 
handling the sale of this plant for the club. 
 

FOR THE BIRDS. Now about those birds - during these blizzard conditions, they are about to eat us 
out of house and home. I've filled our feeders a couple of times today. I've run out of maize. Now I'm 
having to shell and grind some corn I brought back from Ohio - the little spoiled stinkers won't pick it 
off the cob when I hang it in a tree - but just let me grind it - Oh, Brother! Shy counted 9 papa red 
birds yesterday. - Mrs. Shy Osborn, Clyde 



NATIONAL SLIDE PROGRAM BACK IN OPERATION 
 

During the time of changing the headquarters of the National Slide Custodian from Florida to Lake 
Jackson, rental of programs from the Slide Custodian came to a halt. But now the change has been 
accomplished, new programs have been added to the slide library, and the new headquarters is 
ready for business, according to Forrest Hall, Slide Program Chief. 

Four types of programs are available: (1) Slides of Hemerocallis that should do good in Region 6, 
and, (2) Landscape and Garden Scenes. Programs selected from No. 1 or No. 2 are $5.00 each. 

Type (3) A more sophisticated program, prepared by John P. Buettner of Angleton, Texas, who 
will be remembered as the genial Co-Chairman of the 1967 Region 6 Meeting, entitled "Chlorophyll in 
Flowers," should be of special interest to hybridizers or those expecting to try their hand at making 
crosses. This program is also available at $5.00. It is a program of from 30 to 40 minutes, 
accompanied by explanatory slides. 

Type (4) Several programs of a more or less scientific nature prepared by Dr. Walter Hava and 
others for the AHS are also available now. See Page 15 of the July- August-September, 1967, 
Journal for information about these very special programs. 

Mr. Hall has sent out a plea for slides of the very latest daylilies, either as gifts or as loans. If this 
cannot be arranged, then let him know what you have and he will pay for a copy. We need to replace 
some of the old slides. 

With Mr. Hall now in full charge of the National Slide Program, it is to be expected Region 6 will be 
generous in its support. The success of the program depends as much on shutter bug cooperation as 
on those who make use of the completed programs. 

Those desiring more information about either the slides or slide programs, write Mr. Hall at 109 N. 
Shady Oak Drive, Lake Jackson, Texas, 77566. He will be most happy to answer your inquiries. 
 
MRS. H. G. FISHER, outgoing President of the Sweeny Hemerocallis Society, has an impressive 
record of service to the young people of her area. In addition to being Vice-President of the Brazoria 
County Council of Garden Clubs, she is Chairman of Junior Garden Clubs for District IV of Texas 
Garden Clubs, Program Consultant for the Sweeny Girl Scouts, and co-sponsor of the Senior Girl 
Scouts. 
 
I HAD DAYLILIES in bloom until December 24th. NOUGAT, PETITE, FASHION PLATE, and STAR 
Of EVENING all had scapes although the flowers were not as pretty as they were during warmer 
weather. - Mrs. Claude Gore, Mexia 
 
THE LUFKIN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY has spread its wings to include a daylily planting on the 
grounds of the nursing home at Diboll. If our count is correct this makes the 5th public planting by this 
very active group. Diboll is a city of 5,000 on Highway 59, 12 miles south of Lufkin. 
 
TO SHOW CHAIRMEN: Those not familiar with some of the Special Awards which are available 
to accredited shows and desiring to avail themselves of them, see Pages 6 and 7 of the 1964 
edition of the Judge's Handbook and Page 16 of the July-August-September, 1967, Journal. 
Additional information may be secured by writing Mrs. Royal A. Ferris, Jr., Chairman of the 
Exhibition Committee of the American Hemerocallis Society. 
 

NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS - 1968 VINTAGE 
 
NOT TO pay over $25.00 for a daylily - unless seen first. 
NOT TO brag on your own Hem creations - they may be dogs to others. 
NOT TO cross every daylily in the garden - unless you have another 40 acres 
NOT TO look for garden help - who can afford it - or find it 
NOT TO work 12 hours a day - who's that young any more 
NOT TO be ugly to Hem visitors - even if they pick your best seed pods 
No, don't be ugly to them - just shoot 'em! - Edna Lankart, Waco 



  
LOOKOUT ROCKPORT - HERE WE COME! 

 
Last year we traveled nearly 5,000 miles on business concerning Hemerocallis. It was our 

privilege to meet with eight of our 14 local Societies and to address six garden club and religious 
groups in the interest of our flower. 

We anticipate considerable traveling this year, too, not only to visit established Societies but to 
unorganized groups in areas where Hemerocallis Societies ought to be installed. 

On April 3 we will be in Austin to present a program. This will be an evening meeting (7:30 p.m.). 
On March 7 we will be the guests of the Corpus Christi Hemerocallis Society and will address the 
group at its morning meeting. 

Depending on circumstances, either going or coming, we will make a few quick calls on friends 
along the way, especially at Lake Jackson where we had the time of our lives last season. 

And while we are on the Coast we have every intention of wetting a few lines, not that we have 
anything special against those coastal fish, but if I can out-smart enough of them to smell up a frying 
pan we’ll eat 'em up and down their finny backs! 
 

IMPROVE OR DISAPPROVE 
 

To those growers of Hemerocallis who neglect to occasionally upgrade their gardens it will soon 
become apparent that discerning gardeners, no matter what their current obsession, will find your 
planting of little interest - unless, of course, one chooses to establish an historical garden! 

This does not mean that for a Hem garden to be interesting its owner must keep up with the 
Jones. Not at all! Ours is a fun flower and no one should go on a diet to save pennies to acquire a 
plant priced beyond their normal ability to pay. We've seen many small gardens far more interesting 
than some of the touted large ones. 

Most of the varieties listed on the popularity poll are within the reach of most pocketbooks, so why 
be content to grow that old tawny double, PURPLE WATERS, ROSALIND, and other antiques when 
varieties such as CARTWHEELS, FRANCES FAY, LUXURY LACE, JAKE RUSSELL, FULL 
REWARD, and DORCAS can be had for a dollar or so. 

A few well-chosen varieties, given the proper cultural environment, judiciously mixed with 
companion plants, complimentary to the colors of the Hems (the Hems won't mind), with a 
background of healthy evergreen shrubs, could be the ingredients of a garden that is the envy of the 
neighborhood. 
 

BARGAIN PACKAGE 
 

"Let's urge all our garden friends to join AHS this year in time to receive the new Hemerocallis 
Handbook being prepared in cooperation with the American Horticultural Society," so writes Mr. 
George Pettus in the Fall Hemerocallis Journal. 

It's official, now - the Handbook will be issued along with the usual Yearbook which will be limited 
to items of prime importance. 

The impact of this new book is already being felt in Region 6, as we witness an upsurge in new 
AHS members in the Southwest. Trust Texas and New Mexico gardeners to recognize a bargain. 

About half the non-AHS subscribers to the Region 6 Newsletter in 1967 have already sent in their 
checks for a National membership! In true Texas spirit it should be expected only those too old and 
feeble to pick up a pencil will fail to renew their membership in order to get this FREE Handbook. 

Renewals may, of course, be sent at any time, but contrary to Miss Edna's philosophy, please 
don't put off until tomorrow that which could and should be done today! The new Handbook should be 
in the library of every gardener, especially the grower of Hemerocallis. 
 
AT LONG LAST, Mrs. Clyde Daniel, President of the BIG COUNTRY HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY, is 
out of her cast and can come and go around the house without a brace. - Mrs. Shy Osborn 



AN EDITORIAL 
 

Last year when the Lufkin Hemerocallis Society persuaded the Mayor of their town to set aside a 
day for the recognition of our favorite flower, it is possible not a great many people became 
concerned outside the Lufkin area. Blood pressures, in the main, remained normal. 

People have lived through rainy days, Arbor Days, Frontier Days, even Dog Days, so why get 
excited over a Daylily Day! 

For the Hemerocallis enthusiast, however, there is a great deal to get excited about, for the 
designation of a Special Day during daylily bloom season creates numerous opportunities to bring it 
to general attention. 

To celebrate this Special Day, local growers, either collectively or individually, could put their 
gardens in readiness for public viewing, promote free guided garden tours, prepare beds and have 
plants ready for planting on this official Hemerocallis Day, a public planting in some prominent 
location, i.e., park, hospital or rest home grounds. 

The number of projects that could be exploited on this special day is limited only by the number of 
Hemerocallis gardeners participating, their ingenuity, and imagination. 

Local newspapers generally are alert to the news value of worthwhile community projects (Note 
picture of the Governor’s Mansion) and will extend a helping hand whenever asked to do so. 
 

ROCKING CHAIR GARDENING 
Hallie Mercer, San Antonio 

 
My favorite hobby on a cold, winter day, 
Is to dream up a garden for April and May 
By the warm fireside in my old rocking chair 
With all the late catalogs from near and far. 
I drift in my dreams to a sylvan retreat 
Where the food is hot and ready to eat, 
Where pots and pans always wash themselves 
And scattered books climb back: on the shelves. 
Where gardens are always neat and clean 
And Hemerocallis is the reigning queen. 
At this dreamer's haven it's eternally Spring, 
An ideal place for a winter day's fling. 

 
"PROGRESS" SMOTHERS BEAUTY 

 
Highway construction in Wichita Falls will soon blot out the beautiful Iris and Hemerocallis gardens 

of Mr. and Mrs. Z. G. Benson at 2211 Denver which for nearly two decades has attracted visitors from 
all sections of the U.S. 

Mr. Benson enjoys a National reputation as a hybridizer of fine Irises and in recent years has done 
considerable work with Hemerocallis. His small flowered red, LITTLE PAPOOSE, J. C. 1965, was 
introduced in 1966. Mr. Ben's seedling patch is something to behold! Ten outstanding cultivars were 
registered last year. Hemerocallis gardeners will experience a tragic loss if this discerning hybridizer 
and his fascinating garden should not be reestablished - hopefully in Region 6. 
 
MRS. FORREST (Ruby) HALL is making a quick recovery, we are most happy to announce, from 
surgery in mid-January. 
 
DOLLIE WHEELER and I have pushed our seedlings and expect to have a high percentage of first-
year bloom. Those tiny, three-week-old plants looked pitiful when we transplanted them in August, but 
you should see them now after foliar feeding them every two weeks. (We're not feeding during this 
freezing weather). - Mrs. Russell Turner, Houston 
  



HOW THE VOTING WENT 
 

In 1966, in Region 6, the Popularity Poll winners were: 
 
48 JAKE RUSSELL 34 SATIN GLASS 31 LUXURY LACE 
37 DAZZLING EYE 31 LIME PAINTED LADY 30 CARTWHEELS 

97, or 19% of the Region's members voting 
 

Last year the winners were: 
 
56 JAKE RUSSELL 49 SATIN GLASS 47 LUXURY LACE 
56 LIME PAINTED LADY 47 CARTWHEELS 41 DORFAY 

135, or 27% of the Region's members voting 
 

The number voting in the 1967 Poll increased by 8 the number voting in 1966, but approximately 
three out of four of the Region's members still failed to use their ballot. 

Ten of the Region's 46 Awards and Honors Judges also failed to vote in 1967. 
 

Mrs. W. G. (Lucille) Williamson, Box 157, Roganville, 75971, will conduct the Slide Show at our 
forthcoming Regional Meeting and asks that slides for the Show (not to exceed 10 per member) be 
sent to her in time for them to be arranged and processed well in advance of the Meeting date. If you 
have slides you would like to have Mrs. Williamson show, why not send them now while you are 
thinking about it. To delay may be to forget. All slides will be returned to senders after the Meeting. 
 

NOW WE'RE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
 

We were released from a local hospital after a two-week "vacation" just in time to begin work on 
this Newsletter. Hospitals are wonderful institutions - all those pretty nurses -and the modern doctor 
can perform feats of real magic. 

As I was coming out from under the anesthetic, I became aware of several doctors and nurses 
hovering about me. One doctor appeared to be taking notes as another surgeon dictated. "This is like 
a business meeting," I said. "You seem to have a secretary, Dr. S. is evidently a VIP and I guess you 
other fellows are Members of the Board, but what am I?" "You, Mr. McMillan," came a prompt reply, 
"are Chairman of the Finance Committee.” - Adapted from "Possums, Politicians, and People" by 
Wheeler McMillan. 
 

BOB CATS - BIG THICKETS - PINEY WOODS 
 

Last week, Ida Mae and I celebrated the first sunny day that came our way in weeks by making a 
popcorn call on Miss Edna Lankart at her new home in Tyler. To say we were captivated by what we 
saw would be the understatement of the month. 

While her mansion (it really is) has been built on a plot of ground reclaimed from the surrounding 
jungle, we had no trouble at all in finding it. Cherokee Trail winds through a new development in an 
area of impressive estates. Piney woods, Sweet Gum, Dogwood, native Holly, and other East Texas 
trees blanket the hilly terrain. What a sight this section of Tyler must surely be come Spring. 

Miss Edna's new home sits on a 2-acre plot which she has almost completely enclosed with a 6 
foot stockade fence. Within this enclosure are her display beds, a covered patio (in the planning), a 
pavilion similar to what she has at Waco (also in the planning), and native trees and shrubs left 
standing in fascinating groves. 

To the rear of the stockade fence are the seedling beds. These separate her grounds from what 
appears to be an untouched thicket, in which Miss Edna swears wildcats thrive. 

It takes about three years, we are told, for a freshly landscaped and planted garden to reach its 
beautiful best, so we are going to watch the development of this newest of the Region's better 
gardens with more than passing interest. 



THE WHYS AND WHEREFORES OF ROOT TRIMMING PROCEDURES 
 

Whether or not to trim the roots of Hemerocallis depends upon the time of year you are 
transplanting them. If you have already selected the new varieties you wish to add, order them as 
early as possible for early Spring delivery. By doing this, they will probably bloom for you at their 
regular bloom season and trimming the roots may not add or detract from their performance. 

On the plants you receive in late Spring or during bloom season, it is my opinion that you will do 
better by trimming the roots back to about two inches. Try this on cheaper varieties first and see if 
they don't do better. If you have dug up a plant that was planted several months ago, you will find that 
it has lost all of its original roots and is growing new ones. This is especially true when Hems are 
planted right before Summer hot weather. It is possible that the dying of all these fleshy roots may be 
conducive to rot since I have noticed varieties with extra fat roots seem to be more subject to rot. 

I do not think it is necessary to trim roots on varieties like LAVENDER BONANZA which have 
long, thin roots as they do not seem to be subject to rot and increase fast without trimming the roots. 
Many varieties will just sit and not increase - they are feeding on their roots and not growing new 
small feeder roots. If you trim the old roots back, they will grow new ones and as they do the top 
increase will be noticeable. Some will naturally increase slowly no matter what you do. It is best to 
discard these varieties and not waste space on them. 

FALL TRANSPLANTING. In transplanting in the Fall and early Winter, as I did this year, I believe 
it is better to leave all roots on the plants. There is always a possibility that it will get cold before they 
are established and they can feed off the old roots during the Winter. Fall transplants do not seem to 
lose the old roots like they do when warm weather arrives. The root systems of the evergreen 
varieties will not grow and increase when the weather is cold so nothing would be gained by trimming 
their roots and forcing them into new growth during the winter. - Edna Lankart Waco 
 
MRS. WILLIAM BOHN, retiring President of the Austin Hemerocallis Society, has recently been 
elected Treasurer of the Violet Crown Garden Club. - Mrs. J. L. Fomby, Austin 
 
BILL ATER is the new President of the Austin Hemerocallis Society. This honor and responsibility is 
somewhat overshadowed by a job his wife took last Summer - Executive Secretary and Treasurer of 
the future Homemakers of America for the State of Texas. Bill says the postman thinks they have 
opened up a new substation at the office he built for her adjoining the den. - Mrs. Leatha Cooke, Lake 
Jackson 
 

ANOTHER FLOCK OF ROBINS READYING FOR FLIGHT 
 

"We hope by the time you receive this Newsletter to have another Region 6 Robin in flight," this, 
according to Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell, Region 6 Robin Director. "We have three very interested people 
ready to go." Forming the nucleus of the new Robin are: 

Mrs. Pyrtle Garrison, Brownwood, grower of 400 varieties and numerous seedlings. She's 
concerned in getting more people interested in Hemerocallis in the Brownwood area. 

Mrs. Lois Blacklock Hubbard, who lives on a farm 30 miles from Corsicana, 35 miles from Waco, 
and 35 miles from Hillsboro, where her nearest neighbors who grow daylilies live, so she's 
looking forward to participating in a "Hemerocallis-Club-by-Mail." 

Mrs. George C. Marshall, Silsbee, is a new member of the American Hemerocallis Society. She 
bought her first daylily last year. Now she's looking forward to the making of new gardening 
friends and learning more about what has become her favorite flower. 

"It's an interesting trio," opines Mrs. Purnell, "One any Hem grower should be happy to collaborate 
with. "Come, fly with us. Please do write me. Join in the flight of this, the second exclusive Region 6 
Robin." 

The Region's first Robin, headed by Mrs. Howard (Leatha) Cooke, Lake Jackson, is going full 
blast and the Newsletter is proud to include in this issue "feathers" from this young Robin. They're on 
the back page. 



CONTRIBUTIONS TO SUSTENANCE FUND START ROLLING IN 
  
Members of Region 6 thank all the contributors to the support of Regional activities without whom the 
membership would be limited to two Newsletters a year and other promotional activities would 
probably be placed on a very strict diet. Your fellow Hem growers are hoping everyone will do their 
full part. Contributors as of January 15 are: 
 
Abilene  
Mrs. D. Gaines 
Corpus Christi  
Mrs. Theodore Webber 
Dallas  
Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell 
Mrs. Richard Robertson 
Mrs. Arthur Trott 
Mrs. Jay Warner 
Denison  
Mrs. T. L. Chambers 
Diboll  
Mrs. I. R. Hannah 
Houston 
Mrs. J. B. Callahan 
Mrs. Jim Dezendorf 
Mrs. Jewel Goettee 
Mr. & Mrs. Medvin Hall 
Mrs. J. J. Harrison 
Mrs. L. A. Rosch 
Mrs. Russell Turner 
Mrs. Ben Wheeler 
Mrs. E. J. Wood 
Lake Jackson 
Mr.& Mrs. John Buettner 
Mr.& Mrs. Howard A. Cooke 
Mr.& Mrs. Raymond Early 
Mr.& Mrs. W. D. Everett 
Mrs. J. T. Humphries 
Mrs. C. E. Keener 
Mrs. Delores Klaus 
Mr. & Mrs. E. E. LaGasse 
Mr.& Mrs. A. T. Mann 
Mrs. W. D. Prescott 

Mr.& Mrs. John Ramey 
Mr.& Mrs. A. F. Rodriguez 
Mrs. & Mrs. J. E. Rupe 
Mrs. George Sheffield 
Mrs. James Slaughter 
Mr. & Mrs. L. R. Smith 
Mrs. S. D. Stratton 
Mrs. F. D. Tarrant 
Lufkin 
Mrs. A. B. Allen 
Mrs. Homer Duncan 
Mrs. Jack Kennedy 
Mrs. Truman Largent 
Mrs. Jessie B. O'Quinn 
Mrs. R. W. Riley 
Mrs. R. T. Roebuck 
Mrs. J. S. Salagaj 
Mrs. Jack Scott 
Mrs. Robert Scott 
Mrs. R.  W. Scott 
Mrs. Buford Smith 
Mrs. Ben F. Vaughn 
Marlin 
Mrs. Joe E. Johnson 
Mexia 
Mrs. Claude Gore 
Zola Hardison 
Orange 
Mr. Edgar Brown, III 
Paris 
Mrs. Sallie Rowden 
Richmond  
Mrs. E. J. Barton 
Roganville  
Mrs. W. G. Williamson 

Rosenberg  
Mrs. John Jenka 
Mrs. J. O. Vencil 
Sweeny  
Mrs. Donald Campbell 
Mrs. Naomi Carwile 
Mrs. H. G. Fisher 
Mrs. Stanley Hyer 
Mrs. Mabel Jackson 
Mrs. Elmer Slay 
Taylor 
Mrs. F. F. Holman 
Mrs. R. W. Presler 
Mrs. Kirby Vance 
Tyler  
Mrs. W. N. Hill, Jr. 
Miss Edna Lankart 
Waco 
Mrs. Frank Davis 
Mrs. Ruby Martin 
Mr. Q. Perry Potts 
Mrs. B. E. Roberts 
Mrs. F. A. Waldrop 
Wichita Falls  
Mr. Z. G. Benson 
Woodville  
Mr. J. L. Cruse, Jr. 
Out of State  
Mr. & Mrs. Paul R. Stephan, 
Columbus, Ohio 
Mr. W. B. MacMillan, 
Abbeville, Louisiana 
Mrs. Louise Simon, 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

 
Please snip off REGION 6 SUSTENANCE FUND  on this line 
 
Martin McMillan, RVP Region 6, AHS 
6706 Lupton Drive 
Dallas, Texas 75225 
 
Sure, I want to receive all four 1968 Newsletters as well as help with the other Regional activities, so 
I'm happy to contribute $  for this purpose. Here's my check! 
 
Be sure to give Signed   
ZIP CODE      
 Address    
 
Region 6 Newsletters are assembled and edited exclusively for AHS members living in Texas and 
New Mexico. Others desiring to receive it may do so by making a contribution to the Sustenance 
Fund of not less than $2.00. 



QUOTABLE QUOTES FROM CIRCLE SIX ROBIN 
 

"For several years I've been crossing for lavenders, blues, and purples using DOROTHY 
FRENCH, NIRVANA, NOSTALGIA, LUXURY LACE, BLUETTE, etc. I have about three that bloomed 
last year I liked well enough to hold for further observation. I have some exotic blacks from BRAHMS, 
DOOMSDAY, EBONY PRINCE, DARK STAR, NEVERMORE, and RAVEN. The best miniature to 
bloom in my garden was CURLS, a lovely little thing." - Hallie Mercer, San Antonio 

"Leatha, about the time you were planting your last seed (first week in December) I was racing 
against time to transplant my '67 seedlings. I gave away fistfuls and still had too many. I had such fun 
planting them and they have grown so fast, despite one of the driest and hottest Summers and Falls I 
can remember." - Eunice Marshall, Silsbee 

"I've had good late bloom. BESS ROSS hasn't stopped since June - in fact I saw a bloom on it 
yesterday (November 29) - as well as LITTLE CHERUB. RED CUP just finished another repeat. I 
understand Hems got some publicity over the state recently from the Governor's Mansion." - Bill Ater, 
Austin 

"I hope all members of our Robin can come to our Regional Meeting next May 24-25 and we can 
have a single table for them at the Banquet. This Fall surely has been dry, but we have had a good 
rain recently and have been busy since. My favorite colors are pink and melon, but I never saw a 
daylily I didn't like a little bit and I can see some good in all of them." - Leota Largent, Lufkin 

"A lot of my old ones have been replaced with newer ones such as BUDDY, LAVENDER FLIGHT, 
SERENATA, DREAM MIST, WILLIAM MUNSON, BELOVED COUNTRY, RAVEN BEAUTY, FULL 
REWARD, HARRY WIRICK, PRICELESS TREASURE, WINNIE THE POOH, BLOND GODDESS, 
BOLD LAD, DISTANT SHORE, and STYLISH GREETING. I have REGAL BEAUTY and I love it, 
ORIENTAL PRINCESS, DEAREST NAME ,and many more, also 18 tetraploids. I just can't wait for 
the blooms again." - Loree Meagher, Dallas 

"We had a plant auction at our December meeting. We made $45, though many didn't remember 
to bring plants to sell. It's a good way to raise money quickly - lots less bother than a general public 
sale. I'm still transplanting seedlings (12-9-1967), and putting out my new acquisitions. One of my 
problems this time of year is shortage of bloom. Only Gerberas, given me by a friend, have really 
done well and are blooming right now. I just won't take care of Chrysanthemums for pretty Fall bloom. 
I am going more and more to fern collections for shady areas. I love Amaryllis and cross them half-
heartedly. If only they stayed in bloom longer!" - Leatha Cooke 
 
1968 SUBSCRIPTION RATES for out-of-state residents and non-AHS members shall be $2.00 for 
the four issues of the Newsletter. We regret this increased cost is necessary to bring about a more 
equitable condition in the financing of the Newsletter. It should be understood, the AHS bears part of 
the cost of the Newsletters to its Region 6 members. 
 


