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HI FOLKS ! ! 
 
The year 1963 is almost history now and as we look back over the coldest and driest winter 
- and the hottest and driest summer, we again feel thankful for the hardiness of our beloved 
daylily. Wait! Don't jump on me with both feet, saying, "I've never lost as many Hems in my life," yes, 
from all over the Region - and out of the Region for that matter, it is true the loss has been great but 
even at that - how does it compare with other plants? Especially at this time of year - when it takes a 
lot of stamina to take our Texas sun. But let us ask ourselves if we are in part to blame - a quote 
from Mrs. F. Mel Thomas of Houston, "Everyone is losing Hems right and left, in fact right now we 
are all asking, What's happened to the hybrid vigor? Most of us can't afford $25.00 for a Hem for 
one season, yes, we have been given beauty - but we have lost the ease of culture which is why so 
many of us started to grow them in the first place." 
 
No longer can we claim that the daylily is the lazy man's flower and I feel that we are certainly "rocking 
the boat" when we leave the impression that if we don't discard all our Hems that are ten years old or 
so, we are behind the times and our gardens are not worth seeing. I feel that certain older varieties are 
classics and that a well grown clump is usually more beautiful than a single scape on a newly planted 
variety. We need BOTH - the OLD and the NEW to enjoy our gardens - and why have a garden if you 
can't enjoy it? 
 
Have you noticed that usually it is an older variety that wins the "Queen of the Show" in most of our 
Shows? When I give a program to a group that I hope to interest in the growing of daylilies, I certainly 
do not show films and recommend TOO many of the new expensive varieties. As we go from 
Thanksgiving into the Christmas season, let us pause and give thanks for common things. 
 



WE ARE LUCKY 
 

How easy it is to sit and grumble 
When we should sing a song 
That we have three meals a day to eat 
To keep us well and strong 
How easy it is to wail and whimper 
When we should laugh instead 
That we have a roof to shelter us 
and each a clean warm bed 
So lucky we are to have good eyes 
To guide us along the way 
Secure in the love of the Heavenly Father 
Who hears us when we pray! 
 
Pat Vardel 

 
WE DIDN'T MAKE IT. 

 
So near - and yet so far - we failed by only 30 - reaching our goal of 500 members in AHS Region 
Six with a membership of 470 of the 3052 members of National. We had only 139 members to vote 
in the Popularity Poll - lets make a New Year's Resolution that we will all vote next year. We have 39 
Awards and Honors Judges - and three of those did not vote for 1963. To any wishing to apply to be 
an Awards and Honors Judge, I must have your application in time to send it in by January 1st. 
 

REGION SIX 25 TOP VARIETIES IN POPULARITY POLL 
 

Name of Variety Breeder Votes 
 1. JAKE RUSSELL Russell 101 
 2. LUXURY LACE Spalding 64 
 3. FRANCES FAY Fay 61 
 4. LIME PAINTED LADY Russell 56 
 5. COSETTE Milliken 54 
 6. RARE CHINA Hall 53 
 7. CARTWHEELS Fay-Russell 44 
 8. DORCAS Spalding 41 
 9. BRIGHT DANCER Spalding 40 
10. DUCHESS OF DALLAS Hughes 40 
11. WAR EAGLE Hall 40 
12. LOUISE RUSSELL Fay-Russell 38 
13. PLAYBOY Wheeler 34 
14. FAIRY WINGS Lester 33 
15. SALMON SHEEN Taylor 32 
16. P I L L OW  TALK Jones 31 
17. BESS ROSS Claar 30 
18. GRECIAN GIFT Spalding 30 
19. SIDESHOW Russell 29 
20. SOUTHERN PRIDE Alexander 29 
21. SATIN GLASS Fay 28 
22. ALAN Claar 27 
23. MARSHA RUSSELL Russell 27 
24. JAKE’S MARY Russell 26 
25. LAUGHING CLOWN Alexander 24 



PESTS vs. INSECTICIDES 
by Mrs. Marvin G. Garren 

 
I have had very little trouble with pests and disease among my daylilies, but did have some thrip 
damage to buds and blooms about three years ago. Since then I have sprayed once or twice during 
February with Malathion and eliminated that trouble. However, since there was no above ground 
growth among the deciduous ones during February this year and since it was so cold I didn't 
bother to spray the rotten nasty mess that was the evergreen ones. Even so, as March approached 
and new growth started, I sprayed small clumps and poured the mixture from a watering can into the 
large clumps. 
 
All the time I was doing this, I felt guilty because I knew that the poison I was applying to kill the aphids 
would also kill beneficial insects and bacteria. And, that maybe those poisoned bugs would be eaten 
by birds and toads that are protecting my garden from harmful insects. 
 
I am doing all the research work that I can spare time for in regard to the control of insects and 
disease in plant life. I am finding that the common marigold should rid my soil of nematodes. The 
plants and blooms should be chopped up (a rotary mower with mulch attachment or a compost grinder 
will do this) and worked into the soil. Granulated sugar will destroy nematodes by dehydrating 
them. The objection of some to this method might be the expense, but compare the price of 
sugar with the price of insecticides. An effective preventative against nematodes is a 
porous, airy soil which can be brought about by the use of organic matter worked into the soil. 
 
There are many condiments on our pantry shelves that can be used for the control of aphids and 
thrips. Among those are cayenne pepper and garlic powder. Compare the price of these with the 
price of insecticides if you think they are too expensive, or maybe you want to grow them in your own 
garden. 
 
Nicotine is another material which is effective in the control of many garden pests. If you prefer, this 
can be bought under the name of "snuff" or you can buy the powder at garden stores. You in the 
tobacco growing area could save your own tobacco dust. This is a material I always use around aster 
plants to prevent blight. 
 
Wood Ashes have proved to be effective against sucking insects. Many of us remember when our 
mothers saved the soot from the top of the wood stove to apply to the young cucumber and squash 
plants in the early spring. Quassia chips have proven effective against sucking insects or if you prefer 
a tea may be made from them and used as a spray. These may be obtained from leading seed houses 
if you cannot find them locally. 
 
Before the day of automatic washers, homemakers saved the wash day suds to help keep their 
flowers healthy. Today we can still purchase strong laundry soap or better still, save our kitchen 
grease and make some old fashioned lye soap to be used for suds baths for our plants. 
 
There are on the market garden or patio lamps designed to attract night flying insects. It is 
predicted that as the people become aware of the danger of poison our insecticides are not only to 
wild life but to humans as well, many of the manufacturers of the sprays and dusts that are now on the 
market will turn to the manufacture of sprays and dusts that will be equally effective against pests and 
at the same time will be safe to use. 
 
Far more effective in the garden than any spraying program is the practice of sanitation. Keep your 
garden healthy by keeping your soil well fed and conditioned. The same practice as that applied to 
the human body works in the garden and just as a healthy body is able to ward off dangerous bacteria 



and germs, so is the healthy plant. 
 
Before Rachel Carson's book "Silent Spring" was published, I was made aware through a very bad 
experience of what poisonous insecticides are doing not only to our wild life but to the human body, 
as well. I was suddenly inflicted with a rash that caused my entire body to swell. The doctor insisted 
that it was a drug allergy, but since I had taken no drugs of any kind, he came to the conclusion that 
it was caused by poisons contained in fruits or vegetables I had eaten. My brother who owns a 
nursery had a much worse experience from arsenic poisoning from spraying. At the moment, a friend 
is suffering from an allergy which causes her lips to swell. Her doctor thinks she is getting it from 
foods, since she has teen taking no drugs. Today is a day of allergies. Could our poison 
insecticides be the villain which has keyed this situation? 
 

AHS TO HAVE A CHARM 
 
Members of Region Six will be pleased to learn that we now have a Charm for our bracelets, as most 
other plant Societies do. It has the AHS Seal embossed on one side, plain on the other for engraving, 
gold, slightly larger than a quarter, for the price of $5.00. For $5.25 you may have a pin type fastener 
instead of the ring at the top. I understand that it will also be made in sterling silver but do not have 
the price. They will make wonderful gifts and may be ordered from our secretary. 

Mrs. Olive M. Hindman 
404 Weigle Avenue 
Sebring, Florida 

 
Also, please remember to send your 1964 dues to the same address. All new members will receive 
the 1963 Fall Journal - why not give a membership as a Christmas gift to some good gardener friend 
that does not now belong to AHS? 
 
Speeding motorists should remember that it’s better to be a little late down here than too early up 
there. 
 

A LITTLE OF THIS AND THAT 
 
Mrs. Carl F. Volland of Glenford, Ohio, made a cross of the common BLUE HOSTA onto the daylily 
PINK DAMASK - she got a pod with several seeds, so we will be anxious to know what the bloom will 
be. 
 
Mrs. Ralph Eisenmayer of Springfield, Missouri, made a cross with a Trumpet Lily, three seeds came 
up, one bloomed, and she reports it was very pretty. 
 
The above makes one think of one of the Country Parson’s sayings, "We laugh at men who try wild 
ideas and fail - but accept as normal all those who didn't even try." And also the old saying, "A person 
is not a failure until he stops trying" - so why not have a little fun and maybe we will come up with 
something new. 
 
All good gardeners know that our soil must have the following basic things - and what each gives to the 
plant. 
 

All Soil Must Have 

Nitrogen Leaf and Root Growth 
Phosphates Flowers, Berries, Fruit 
Potash Aids Hardening and Maturing 
Trace Elements Iron, Copper, Sulphur and Magnesium 



 
But do we all know that too much Nitrogen for the daylily may result in more foliage than 
bloom? And, that those of us that love the small daylilies should give them more phosphate 
fertilizer - as too much nitrogen and heavy manures will cause them to grow too tall. 
 
In the past many of our very tiny Hems have been tubular shaped but we are now getting many small 
ones that are perfect duplicates of their larger kinfolks - and even some small doubles. 
 
Mr. Robert B. Wynne of Raleigh, North Carolina, who has hybridized some lovely miniatures has 
found two miniature doubles worth registering, they are DOUBLE GLOW and DOUBLE GOLD. Both 
of these are in the border of my guest bed for the 1965 AHS Convention. 
 
More people are becoming interested in the double daylilies since a number of hybridizers have been 
working to improve them, and I have been asked if there is a pink double. I am sure there must be 
several but DOUBLE CHALLENGE (Kraus), is a very pretty rose pink. 
 
M rs. Creel Brockman writes that the West Columbia Garden Club, wishing to gain new growers and to 
promote more beauty in their area, donated free daylilies to the residents who would like to grow them 
and to help beautify their city. 
 
If anyone should happen to have a calendar for 1908 you might plan to use it again for it is interesting 
to note that every day and date of 1908 matches those of 1964 - after 56 years they're both 
the same. 
 
At this time I am sure that most everyone has put their garden to bed for the winter and it is the time 
when we enjoy the lovely slides and pictures taken while our daylilies were at their peak. It is a way to 
re-live and enjoy our gardens even with ice and snow outside - and again, may I suggest to you 
that next year you plan to take a few good clear black and white pictures. I have had numbers of 
calls for photos to be used for publicity and have not been able to comply. And now as we look 
forward to another spring I would like to share with you this poem by Myrtle Elizabeth. 
 

There is something about a garden 
Just watching things that grow 
That teaches heaps of lessons 
Which God wants us to know. 
There's something about the earth 
As spading turns it to the light 
That brings content within the heart 
and makes the world more bright 
There is something about the planting 
Placing in a row each tiny seed 
That gives birth anew to faith and hope 
To replace the urge for power and greed 
There is something about the watching 
Day by Day for bits of green 
and great the joy that comes along 
As unfolding leaves are seen 
There is something about the gathering 
of blooms so richly grown 
Oh, its so much fun to give bouquets 
Picked from that garden all our own! 

 



IN MEMORIUM 
 
Region Six has been made sad by the passing of a number of our members, and the loved ones of our 
members. 
 
Mrs. E. A. Young of Beaumont passed away on August 20. Mrs. Young was an AHS Exhibition 
Judge. To the many friends that have visited their lovely garden - this charming hostess will be missed. 
And to Mr. Young, we extend our sincere sympathy. 
 
Mr. E. Bagly Atwood of Austin, passed away in October. He and Mrs. Atwood have long been active 
members in the Austin Hemerocallis Society. To Mrs. Atwood and friends and loved ones, may we 
express our sympathy at this time of your bereavement. 
 
Mr. E. M. Klenk, though not a member of The Hemerocallis Growers of Dallas, was always with Mrs. 
Klenk - and is greatly missed by his Dallas friends. Though not well enough to tour the gardens, he 
may be remembered as the gracious gentleman at our Region Six Meeting in Houston and at the 
AHS Meeting in Shreveport. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Hammond of Angleton, and their son Richard and a daughter-in-law, Mrs. James 
Hammond, were involved in a two-car collision near Nashville, Tennessee, on November 3. Mr. 
Hammond was pronounced dead on arrival at the hospital. Mrs. Hammond and other members of the 
family were badly hurt, but as of last report, were doing nicely and should be at home by now. Mrs. 
Hammond is an AHS Exhibition Judge and active in Hemerocallis as well as other Garden Club 
Activities in that area, and recently was presented an achievement award for her work with the 4H Club 
in Brazoria County. 
 
To the loved ones of these, and any others that we may not have received word about, please accept 
our heartfelt love and sympathy, and know your friends in Region Six do care. 
 

MEET YOUR NEW RVP 
 
Your New RVP really needs no introduction - Miss Edna Lankart, who will take over the job on 
January first has been Regional Publicity Director for the three years that I have served as your RVP. 
 
Edna is well known over the Region, having attended all of our Regional Meetings as well 
as judging in many of our Shows. She is both an AHS Awards and Honors Judge and Exhibition 
Judge. While her address is Waco, Texas, she really lives at Asa, twelve miles out of Waco, where 
her very lovely garden is toured each year by many garden clubs and friends. She not only grows 
the latest and best of the newer daylilies as well as the best of older varieties, she has many 
beautiful companion plants. Her commercial planting near the home of her parents, is really a colorful 
sight during the blooming season. And to be able to enjoy her Hems at any season, she has a 
wonderful collection of slides that she has taken all over the country. May I urge that you give her the 
love and support that you have given to me during the past three years. 
 

THANK YOU 
 
As we come to the "Turn in the Road" may I again say "Thank You" for your cooperation and support 
during my term as your RVP. I have enjoyed your many letters, and since I have not been able to bring 
myself to destroy them, I shall now be able to re-read them during the cold, bad, winter months and 
re-live the time and beauty of the year that we all look forward to, each year. 
 
I have enjoyed being your RVP and treasure all the lovely friends that I have made. Maybe I will now 



have time to keep the weeds out of my garden, for I am trying to make it as pretty as I can when you 
will be my guests in 1965. And since I will serve as Publicity Chairman for the National 
Convention, I will again need your help and support, to welcome AHS members all over the country, 
as they again visit Region Six for their Annual Meeting. And to the other RVPs, let me say how much I 
have enjoyed your Newsletters and since I have a complete file of them, it will be a great privilege to 
re-read and re-enjoy them, and to the following that have sent contributions for the Newsletter 
since the summer, may I express my appreciation. 
 
 
Mrs.  Alex Baker Rt. 1, Box 63 Mission, Texas 
Mrs. John Carwile 401 Third Ave Sweeney, Texas 
Mr. & Mrs. W. W. Cone 5023 Pease Houston, Texas 
Mrs. W. D. Everett No. Shady Oaks Dr Lake Jackson, Texas 
Dr. & Mrs. C. S. Hall 1401 Woolridge Dr Austin, Texas 
Mrs. John D. Hammer 4621 Bay to Bay Blvd Tampa, Florida 
Mrs. Carl O'Neal Box 830 El Campo, Texas 
Mrs. Jessie B. O'Quinn 605 Traylor Lufkin, Texas 
Mrs. J. D. Shipman 5000 Cedar Springs Dallas, Texas 
Mrs. L. R. Sublett  602 Depot El Campo, Texas 
Mrs. A. M. Tallman 3312 Childress Ft. Worth, Texas 
Mrs. Nellie Joe Trott 7137 West Lake Dr Dallas, Texas 
Mrs. T. A. Walker 2720 Fifth Ave Bay City, Texas 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay E. Warner 534 Aqua Dr Dallas, Texas 
Mrs. H. W. Weaver 530 E. Hampton St Darlington, South Carolina 
 
 
 

When good Friends walk beside us 
On the trails that we must keep 
Our burdens seem less heavy 
And the hills are not so steep 
The weary miles pass swiftly 
Taken in a joyous stride 
And all the world is brighter 
When Friends walk by our side. 

 
So my wish to you is that your Christmas shall be blessed with joy and that the coming year will bring 
to you great happiness 
 
 
 
Sincerely yours 
 
 
Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell 


