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Hi Folks !! At long last - "Spring has Sprung" and isn't it a welcome time"? Instead of the Old Time 
Spring Tonic of Sulphur and Molasses, Hem Folks will be enjoying the healing power of digging in the 
dirt and finding the first blooms of many of our old time favorites like old BLANCHE HOOPER, 
QUEEN OF GONZALES, JUDGE ORR and little GOLD DUST. (A whole row in bloom for some time 
with most of the blooms staying open two days, because of the cool weather). Because of this early 
blooming habit many have saved themselves from the compost and as many of our hybridizers are 
working for both early and late bloomers, many of the country cousins are being invited to hob-nob 
with their more beautiful and younger kin. 
 
As the old saying goes, "We couldn't enjoy the sunshine if we didn't have the rain," and so goes the 
fact, "that without the winter we couldn't have the Spring." This winter has really been the test and 
everywhere we hear praise for the hardiness of the daylilies but I am afraid this is one year when we 
Southern Folks will have to bow to the whim of the weather on our pride in the lovely evergreens - 
and let us hope we may have learned some things about their care, as a result of what has 
happened. One thing for sure, we do now know - THE TOPS SHOULD BE CUT OFF as SOON as we 
can get to them after they freeze - and not be left on - as many thought, for protection - at our Region 
Six Meeting in Beaumont May 18 and 19 - please be ready to pass on your experience - and let us all 
try to help each other. 
 
From all reports, even though the HEMS TOOK IT better than most of our other plants, reports show 
there has been more lost than we have ever had. In my case, I did not lose a single established plant 
but lost many late Fall planted ones that had not had time to get established. 
 
In one of "Today's Chuckles" I think we will find the following to be true - "Experience! What you 
imagine you have until you get more." And may I conclude my little bit of ramblings with this little 
verse as a tribute to many of our older and stand-by Hems - - 
 

"Let me grow lovely, growing old- 
So many fine things do; 
Laces and Ivory, and gold and silks need not be new 
There is healing in old trees (and Hems) 
Old streets a glamour hold 
Why may not I, as well as these 
Grow lovely, growing old"? 

 
Karl Wilson Baker 

 
The Dallas folks are already at work on plans for the 1965 AHS Convention. Guest plants will be most 
welcome - please write to: 
 

Mrs. Jay E. Warner 
534 Aqua Drive 
Dallas, Texas 

 
for information. 



GULF COAST HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY IS ROLLING OUT THE RED CARPET TO WELCOME 
US, MAY 18th and 19th 

 
I would like to meet in person, every one of you, in Beaumont - how about putting your cares away 
and come for the fun and fellowship you will receive when you share with your fellow Hem Fans at 
our Region Six Meeting. Do send in your $8.50 registration to, 

Mrs. H. L. Tyer, 3606 Blackman Lane, Beaumont, Texas 
so that they will know how many to prepare for the chicken barbecue luncheon in the Williamson 
yard, the Banquet at the Holiday Inn Motel, and how many BUS SEATS to reserve. If you have never 
attended a Regional Meeting you really don’t know what you have in store for you, and for those of 
you who have, need I say more? 
 
Mr. J. B. Bishop, 2218 Neches Avenue, Beaumont, is general chairman. 

 
PROGRAM 

 
Friday, May 19, 1962, 4-7:00 p.m. - Registration, Holiday Inn Motel 
7:30 p.m. "Brag Night" Slide showing. Bring slides of YOUR Good Ones! 
"Camera Bugs" and early visitors welcome in any of the gardens Friday. 
 
Saturday, May 19, 1962, 7-9:00 a.m. Registration, Holiday Inn Motel 
7:15 a.m. - Leave Holiday Inn by bus or car for garden tours 
8:00 a.m. - Mr. and Mrs. Robert Curtis Garden, Corner Green and Canal, Nederland 
9:00 a.m.- Mrs. H. J. Coffman Garden, Dixie Blvd., Nederland 
10:00 a.m. - Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Williamson Garden, Walden Road, Beaumont 
12:00 Noon - Chicken Barbecue luncheon served in Williamson Garden 
1:00 p.m. - Mr. and Mrs. J. V. Hoyt Garden, 4700 Avenue A, Beaumont 
2:00 p.m. - Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Bills Garden, 8205 White Road, Beaumont 
3:00 p.m. - Mr. and Mrs. Grover Comstock Garden, 5620 Concord Rd., Beaumont 
 
Visitors return to Motel 
 
7:30 p.m. - Banquet, Holiday Inn, Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell, Vice President Region 6, presiding 

Guest Speaker - Mr. W. E. Monroe, Baton Rouge, LA, Registrar, American Hemerocallis 
Society 

 
For Motel accommodations contact Holiday Inn Motel, 2095 11th St., Beaumont. Rates will be: 

$8.00 - double room, one person 
$10.00 - double room, two people 
$10.50 and $11.00 - two double beds - two people 
$14.00 - two double beds - four people 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
A Garden is a thing of beauty - and a job forever. 

* * * * * * * * 
Uncle Mat who moved to the city says he gets mad each morning having to spend a quarter to park 
his car, so he won’t get fined $2.00 while paying a dime for a nickel cup of coffee. 



HOUSTON TO HOST REGION SIX MEETING IN 1963 
 

I am happy to announce that our Region Six Meeting for 1963 will be in Houston and that live-wire 
group is already making big plans to entertain us - in May of 1963 - and they hope to have your guest 
plants early - so that they may become established. 
 
Mr. Carl Sauer sends the following: 
 
GUEST PLANTS are requested to be sent anytime NOW UNTIL JUNE 15 
And from September 15 to November 15 
Limit 6 - Registered or under number. 
 
Registered Varieties - it is desired that none be sent that were registered prior to 1960 
 
Send plants to Mrs. F. Mell Thomas, 1944 Pasadena, Houston, Texas 
 
IN MEMORIAM 
 
We wish at this time to express our sympathy to Mrs. Joe Lynn Towns, in the recent loss of her 
husband - may these words from our beloved poet, Pat Vardell, express our feelings better than I 
can. 

Grieve not, my dear, if God has called 
The one you loved away; 
He may have been needed for a bigger job 
Just who are we to say? 
So hug to your heart those memories 
That are yours alone to keep; 
He'd rather you'd smile and work and love, 
Than sit in your room and weep. 
 

OUR REGION SIX HYBRIDIZERS 
 
In this newsletter we are to honor two more of our Region Six Hybridizers - Mrs. J. W. Alexander, 
Reprint, Pioneer Newsletter, 1960. 
 
"Beauty is as Beauty Does", seems to be the slogan at Mrs. J. W. Alexander's garden at Alta Loma, 
Texas. We saw her hems in 1959, and again both times we were impressed with PERFORMANCE, 
and by performance I mean enduring substance; defiance of our hot Texas sun and wind; and 
continuing bloom. 
 
One of the prettiest sights I saw anywhere this spring was a whole: row of MILDRED SCHLUMPF, 
beautiful, sturdy, and even the single division plants were sending up the second round of blooms. 
Other familiar favorites we saw again were IRISH SMILE, a lovely, big pastel, widely branched, 
interesting in form, completely individual; HELEN SPILLERS; SOUTHERN PRIDE; and FLOWER 
CARPET. Then there were the newer ones, GRAPE FESTIVAL, a symphony of lavender, raspberry 
and purple; and the huge pale yellow MAYOR HOLCOMBE. 



In the seedling rows there was a raspberry with a cream midrib and green throat - mM - which was 
outstanding. A pastel (I describe it as a buff-melon) with a green throat, 313-M, ruffled, exquisite form. 
B-36 a rose pink multiflor which was knocking itself out blooming. We "Ooh'd" and "Aah'd" and I 
snapped pictures. 
 
As we drove away I asked my son and husband what single thing impressed them most about the 
Alexander hems. We all had the same answer - GREEN THROATS. Pinks with green throats, melons 
with green throats, reds with green throats. You name it, and Mrs. Alexander will breed a green throat 
into it. 
 
Come 1963, and we'll be trekking back to Alta Loma, Texas, to see bigger and better daylilies, to put 
our feet up afterwards and rest in a real, honest-to-goodness summer house and to visit with an 
enthusiastic and hospitable hem fan. 
 
POSTSCRIPT - SPRING OF 1962 
 
Yes, the Jay Warners were back at Alta Loma in 1961, to visit with one of our favorite people and 
admire her hems. We added to our collection: DALE ROCKET, a delicate pink with rose pink veins; 
LAUGHING CLOWN, a personality that defies description and ROSIE MEYER, the outstanding red 
we have admired and read so much about. 
 
Mrs. Alexander's precious little PRISSY MISS which won a J. C. in 1961 was really putting on a show, 
loaded with flowers, buds and seed pods. The two which stole our hearts away were L-33, a peach 
pink self, green throat, creped, a true "Southern Beauty" and B-8, a deep purple self, the nearest to 
black we have seen, wide petaled, very formal looking. This one really shook us up. 
 
We were too early for 313-M, the one we were so crazy about last year. We'll have to wait to see it 
again in 1962. 

Lucille R. Warner 
 
MR. HUGHES, DAYLILY ENTHUSIAST 
 
On the rolling low hills and prairie land near the little town of Dublin, Texas, Mr. Tom E. Hughes 
grazed and raised cattle and ran his ranch and dairy. 
 
In Dublin, he and Mrs. Hughes reared their family of five children. Over the years the Hughes family 
made lasting and devoted friends of most all the people of Dublin. Some of these, after the manner of 
small town Texans, even now would go miles in the middle of the night if they thought the Hughes 
needed them. 
 
In later years, Mr. Hughes went to work for Uncle Sam where he was manager of the dairy at the vast 
Government Hospital there. In this capacity he had plenty of fertilizer available so he grew things -  
vegetables, watermelons and cantaloupes; and then flowers, loads of flowers - Irises, fine 
Chrysanthemums, Roses and just about everything. And it was there he started growing daylilies. 
Before very long they were boiling over. 
 
So with an eye to the time he might retire, he bought a lot, or rather a farm, near Mansfield and 
started moving daylilies and other plants to this place. After this it wasn't too long until he began 
getting restless to retire so he could spend all of his time working on his daylilies, etc. Now he is doing 
JUST THAT all his time, planting not only daylilies and Iris but fruit trees and ornamentals, a canopy 
of Wisteria in front of the house and Wisteria cascading all around the house, etc. 



 
Mr. Hughes has that sparkling little twinkle in his blue, blue eyes that makes everybody his friend 
forever. Mrs. Hughes is his loyal helpmate and patiently puts up the black-eyed peas, peaches and 
everything he brings in. She keeps up with the daylilies and Irises and has her own pet flowers, too. 
But she lets him be boss and whatever he says goes - USUALLY. However, like most wives, she may 
have to put her foot down on some things once in awhile. Anyhow, they celebrated their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary a couple of years ago. 
 
One of the sons, Tom Jr., is connected with his father in the Hughes Gardens and helps, too, but his 
regular job is with the same hospital where he is manager of the greenhouses. He has recently been 
appointed General Chairman of the Daylily Convention which is to be held in Dallas in 1965. Tom is 
very capable and has that genial disposition like his father. 
 
Now this lot that Mr. Hughes bought isn't so wide but it goes back, back, back. Every year he plows 
up some more and you see new daylily and Iris beds. He tells a little tale that a friend came along and 
found him plowing one day and said, "Oh, don't stop your work for me; just keep right on." Mr. 
Hughes turned around and said, "You know if I am hoeing even with my FAVORITE hoe and a good 
looking woman comes along I stop hoeing, but when I am PLOWING if JUST ANYBODY comes 
along, I stop." 
 
One time a woman asked him what he did for grub worms. He said, "What church do you belong to?" 
She bristled up and said, "What difference does that make?” He said, “Well, I'm a cussin' Methodist." 
Mr. Hughes makes all of us gasp at the way he buys such expensive daylilies. Can't wait to buy the 
highest priced ones he can get. But people do flock out to his place to see them and often end up 
buying a lot of others that don't have such high price tags. 
 
The last two or three years Mr. Hughes really has been rewarded for all his hard work, by having 
some fine seedlings to put on display. He has won all kinds of trophies, silver trays, a silver bowl, 
junior citation, etc, to say nothing of all the blue ribbons he carried home. He has a line of yellows and 
golds that are magnificent. They are large, wide, heavy and have unbelievable branching. Long rows 
of these seedlings with so many different ones having these splendid characteristics will just make a 
person stop in his tracks. He is very fond of a melon he achieved-HG-59-78, and his DUCHESS OF 
DALLAS is one of his favorite winners, a beautiful pink with oodles of branches. 
 
Oh yes, one more thing: When they announced that Dallas would have the Convention in 1965, some 
of us were bemoaning the fact that four more of those things, called years, would put us in such a 
high bracket, age-wise, that it would sound terrible, but not Mr. Hughes! One day we were talking 
about the Nortons getting ready for the 1963 Iris Regional Convention and the Bensons getting ready 
for the 1962 Iris Convention. Mr. Hughes looked up with that little twinkle in his blue eyes and said, 
"And ME, I'm getting ready for the 1965 Daylily Convention.” 
 
To sum up, Mr. Hughes says he is just an old farmer and rancher; I say he is amazing and an 
inspiration. 

Mrs. Raymond C. McIver 



Now I think you will enjoy the following sent to me by Mr. Carl Sauer and with my apologies to Mr. 
Walker Ferguson, the author, for adding one verse - we will all agree how true to human nature. 
 

THE HEM HYBRIDIZER 
 

Some people are happy to grow what there is 
But we want to grow what there ain't 
 
If we've ever seen it, it's sure no good, 
It should be quite different or quaint. 
 
Now a blue dandelion might look pretty nice, 
Or a daffodil, sucking it's thumb. 
 
Those common old things as they always have been, 
Are only for folks who are dumb. 
 
If beards come in yellow, we wish they were black, 
Or if they are black, we want red; 
 
We just cannot tolerate things as they are, 
Do let us have something instead. 
 
The bright shining stars of a few years ago, 
Are now so completely passé 
 
It's hard to imagine how anyone could 
consider them charming or gay. 
 
A white marigold has been greatly desired 
As well as a yellow sweet pea 
 
We're striving and dobbing for a Hem that is white 
Greens and blues in the future are almost in sight. 
 
The reason is simple. As far as we know 
Those colors don't happen to be. 
 
The things that are short, we strive to make tall, 
Those naturally large we develop in small 
 
This is listed as progress, but progress to what? 
The progress is only to what we ain't got. 
 
Walker Ferguson 



This and That from your Publicity Director, Edna Lankart 
 
This is certainly the time of the year that tests one's resistance. The new daylily price lists have been 
pouring in and it takes a lot of resistance to keep from ordering from each and every one, About ten 
extra acres and a larger bank account would certainly come in handy at a time like this. 
 
It looks as if I will have to back down on my views, especially on some of "The Yankee Puny Pinks." I 
was determined to dislike them because they were such poor growers but now I find that they are 
growing like weeds but it took them two years to decide to like Texas. Now it is my opinion that if we 
can get them through the first two years and have a lot of patience, they will reward us with their 
beauty. 
 
Am still looking for your votes of your favorite daylilies, hybridized by our own Region 6 hybridizers. I 
would like to say that Carl Sauer and the Houston club are really on the ball. The members voted at 
their meeting and Carl mailed in the votes. Maybe some of the other clubs will follow suit. In case you 
do not have a checklist, I have made a list of all Region 6 hybridizers, as listed in our checklist. I do 
hope that I have not overlooked anyone. We have quite a few hybridizers as you can see from this 
list: 
 
Mrs. Lillian Allen, Mrs. J. M. Alexander, Mrs. John Carwile, Mrs. Walter P. Conway, Robert Curtis, 
Mrs. L. R. Hogg, T. E. & Tom Hughes, Mrs. Marcel Jones, Mrs. A. E. Hunt, Mrs. C. A. Knight, Mrs. R. 
C. McIver, Mrs. M. W. Norton, Mrs. D. S. Porter, Carl Sauer, Mrs. R. W. Schlumpf, Mrs. K. W. 
Schulze, Mrs. J. D. Shipman, A. M. Tallman, Mrs. Willie Mae Ridenour, Mrs. T. A. Walker, Mrs. B. H. 
Westervelt, Mrs. Ben F. Wheeler, Mrs. W. G. Williamson, Mrs. George L. Blum, Mrs. L. D. Butler, Mrs. 
J. B. Clark, Eddie Fanick, Mrs. Mary F. Stevens, Mrs. Hallie Hampton, Mrs. Willis R. Jordan, Mrs. 
Paul A. Kane, Mrs. Will Land, Mr. Albert P. Micciche, Mrs. Elizabeth Reneau, Hugh M. Russell, Mrs. 
D. E. Snow, Fred Staffel, Mrs. Alex Vaught, Dr. Jack H. Williamson, Mrs. E. W. Wood, Mrs. J. R. 
Chapman, Mrs. G. E. Holton, Mrs. C. P. Powell, E. A. Young. 
 
Send votes to Edna Lankart, Rt. 6, Box 303A, Waco, Texas 
 
We are indeed proud of our newest society, the BRAZOSPORT HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY. 
 
The newly formed Brazosport Hemerocallis Society, composed of residents of Lake Jackson, 
Freeport, and surrounding communities, had its second meeting April 1st with a field trip which 
included the gardens of Mrs. John Carwile of Sweeny and Mrs. T. A. Walker of Bay City. 
 
Mrs. Carwile is an associate member of the group, as is Mrs. J. C. Brockman, Sr., of West Columbia. 
 
The club has a built-in feature designed to insure support of AHS; at least one member of each family 
in the group must be a member of AHS, and the by-laws contain a stipulation that dues for AHS and 
the Region Six newsletter will be collected by the treasurer. and sent in by him. It also has a 
stipulation to insure maximum participation. Five of the eight meetings each year must be attended to 
maintain membership. 
 
AHS feels very fortunate to have as its director, M. F. Handley of Freeport, who is a horticulturist at 
the Dow Chemical Company's plant there. Mr. Handley is planning some research projects for AHS 
members which it is hoped will produce some information of benefit to hem growers. One of the initial 
projects is a card file of daylilies owned by members, to be kept by the secretary, Mrs. E. E. LaGasse, 
for the use of all members. Recorded will be information on source of acquisition of each variety, 
actual period of bloom, proliferation and increase habits. Several members are planning to attend the 



Sixth District meeting in Beaumont May 18-20. This is a Sunday afternoon group and is composed 
mainly of couples. Response has been so enthusiastic, it is hoped that a morning group will soon be 
organized. Three members already have 200 varieties, and others are acquiring daylilies rapidly. 
Activities planned include a "daylily trails" for the last Sunday in May and the first Sunday in June, 
which will include the gardens of Mrs. Brockman and Mrs. Carwile. 
 
Submitted by Mrs. H. A. Cooke, 58 Caladium Court, Lake Jackson, V. P. and Program Chairman 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
 
In the winter Newsletter we told that the DAVID HALL SILVER TROPHY given by Wild's Nursery, 
goes to the hybridizer in EACH Region receiving the most votes in the Popularity Poll vote. The rules 
are that it does not have to be a hybridizer in that Region but as I quote from Mrs. Henry A. Evans, 
Jr., Region 7 RVP - "Wouldn't it be nice to have one of our OWN hybridizers win it"? 
 
We have asked you to send in your votes for your 12 favorites of REGION SIX HYBRIDIZERS, 
ONLY, since not enough of you responded we are carrying it over to be reported in the Summer 
Newsletter. I believe you might find it fun to make a list of all the Hems you grow of Region Six 
Hybridizers - how about that for a program for one of you Society meetings or get-togethers? In our 
list if we have overlooked anyone (I'm sure there are a number of new hybridizers not yet listed in 
checklist), please, won't you let us know so that we may list them in the next Newsletter. 
 

INTRODUCING: 
"SPRING GALAXY" (J. C. '61) 

See it at Region 6 Meeting, Beaumont 
and at 

Region 13 Meeting, Lafayette 
$25.00 - Fall Delivery - Supply Limited 

Carl Sauer, 1113 Scanlon Bldg., Houston, Texas 
* * * * * * * * * * * * 

SHOW TIME IN REGION SIX  
 
The Central Texas Hemerocallis Society will not have a standard AHS Show but will have an 
exhibition show June 8th that is something even unorganized groups might plan to stage in some 
public place to help educate the public to the beauty of our favorite flower. 
 
June 3rd  - Houston Hemerocallis Society, Garden Center 

1500 Hermann Drive. Time 2:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
June 6th - Austin Hemerocallis Society. 
  
June 7th - Advanced Garden Study Club, Dallas 
 
June 8th - Central Texas Hemerocallis Society, Lake Air Center 

5200 Bosque Avenue, Waco. 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
June 10th - Hemerocallis Growers of Dallas, Garden Center, Dallas Fair Grounds. 
 
June 17th - Dallas Hemerocallis Society, Mall Exhibition, Park Bank 
 
Also please let me urge you to visit as many gardens as you can and do open your own garden to 



any that may be interested - The Negro Council of Garden Clubs of Dallas plan a tour to my garden 
this year, at the peak of the daylily season. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

BOSTON 
 
If anyone drives to Boston and would like riders to help with expenses or any one wishes to go with 
someone please write to me and I will try to get you "Together." The Greyhound Bus has outlined a 
lovely trip with interesting stopovers, to anyone who is interested. 
 
From MINIATURE DWARF ROBIN USE FOR OLD NEWSPAPERS 
 
Fill up a pail of water, tear newspapers into strips, several thickness at a time, stuff into pail. After 
awhile throw into your compost pile. The papers hold moisture and if compost is pulled over it to 
cover, will decompose quickly. Some have even been known to bury whole magazines. 
 
Have you ever wanted to keep the last bloom to show to some one coming next day or even next 
week? Try putting it in your deep freeze it will hold beautifully, of course it is gone as soon as it thaws. 

Nancy Park. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
OKLAHOMA - MISSOURI 1961 

by Mrs. Richard Robertson. 
Dear Eloise: Dallas, Texas, April 17, 1962 
 
I am really ashamed that I haven't written you this letter before now. You've asked for it often enough 
for me not to forget it. I must confess that I am a procrastinator of the worst sort. 
 
How sorry I was that you could not meet us in Oklahoma for the Region 11 meeting, and again how 
poor of me not to have given you the details you've been wanting. As you know Lula Mae (Purnell) 
and I first planned that we would go. (Mattie Mae Berry, you know was still not well enough to be 
gallivanting with us as usual.) A few days before we were to leave, Louise McCree (Mrs. L. R.) called 
and said she'd like to ride along. Then almost the day before, Charlyene Owen (Mrs. Wm. D.) called 
and asked for the fourth space in the car. 
 
So, on the morning of June 23, off we started in my little new Rambler - with Oklahoma City our first 
stop. It was not a part of the Regional Meeting, but we just don't go to Oklahoma without stopping in 
Oklahoma City to see Mrs. E. G. Sawyers and the Robert Shillings. 
 
Agnes Sawyers is director of the Robin I'm in and I had written her we would be there. I had been in 
her yard before this Robin was formed and my welcome then was as warm as now. I had been there 
when her SOONER GIRL and MARGARET TINDER were unnamed seedlings. They were none the 
less beautiful when we saw them this time in larger numbers. SOONER GIRL is the most delightful 
spider I've seen, without having the floppy habit of most spiders. Its substance is quite firm and both 
petals and sepals are beautifully ruffled, yellow. MARGARET TINDER (named for Agnes's mother) is 
a luscious pink. We saw Mr. and Mrs. Sawyers later when they came to Tulsa, to the meeting. 
 
I took down a good many numbers on seedlings at the Shillings’ but somehow failed to give 
descriptions. FLORA ZENOR (introduced this year) was outstanding for me. The high spot of that 
garden was for Lula Mae and the "wee ones." There were several Kraus ones, credited to Kraus-



Shilling. #K-9003 took Lula Mae's fancy so much that Mr. Shilling asked to name it for her. He 
describes it as a 21", moderate orange yellow self with brilliant yellow green throat. Lula Mae, of 
course, now has it growing in her yard. She also has 9008, of which she bought the whole clump. She 
can introduce it herself if she decides she wants to. I was fortunate enough to receive a division of it 
from her. Come see it in my yard next year when it blooms. 
 
(Louise and Charlyene were enjoying all of these lovely things as much as Lula Mae and I were, of 
course.) 
 
We took the Turnpike to Tulsa and arrived there in time to get a Motel room for the night. 
 
Next morning before the roosters crowed, we were on our way to Skiatook to have breakfast in the 
Charles Hancock garden and see their beautiful things. It rained on us a bit, but everyone scampered 
to cars and brought out rainwear and continued to look at daylilies. The rain proved not to be long 
lasting. 
 
My notes on this garden have four exclamation points after: SKIATOOK CARDINAL, SKIATOOK 
GIRL, PERI PARK and No. 60-22. I note by the 1962 price list from the Hancocks that 60-22 is being 
introduced this year as GOLDEN BUTTERFLY. My notes simply say, "very ruffled. Stays open long 
time." Mrs. H. describes it as a "soft creamy yellow with small reddish orange eyezone - never burns." 
Had I been able to, SKIATOOK CARDINAL is the one I'd have brought home with me. Wonderful red 
- a cross of BESS ROSS and WAR EAGLE. 
 
We were allowed to visit the other Tulsa gardens at a time of our own choosing, just so we got to the 
appointed place for lunch and then to Bartlesville, Oklahoma, in time for garden visits and for the 
evening meal. An interesting thing about this meeting was that there was no registration fee. We 
drove our own cars and paid for our own meals as we ate them. 
 
The luncheon in Tulsa was at the Utica Cafeteria and the meeting that followed around the tables was 
presided over by Mrs. George Cunningham, Region 11 RVP. She had just been home two or three 
days from Europe so Mr. McKeithan filled her in on things she might not know. Our Texas Miss Annie 
T. Giles, the then President-Elect of the American Hemerocallis Society (now President), gave the 
talk of the day. Door prizes were drawn and informal fun was the order of the day. 
 
The gardens in Tulsa were Bakers Acres, the Terry Experimental Farm, and Mrs. G. C. Spillers. My 
notes are full of seedling numbers for Bakers Acres and Terry's. You will remember how we enjoyed 
them. We will also remember the lovely setting at the Spillers. 
 
Arriving at Bartlesville, and finding lodging for the night, we hurried to visit the gardens of D. R. 
McKeithan and F. Edgar Rice. Mr. Wm. A. Hensley, garden was open to visitors and we were 
disappointed that our time ran out while we were at the other two. Who knows when to leave lovely 
gardens? 
 
From your own experience you know what beautifully grown Hems we found at McKeithan's. The one 
there that was causing commotion was #61-5. My notes say "melon pink, has everything:" All 
cameras were clicking and pencils were racing over notebooks. I noted in the Awards and Honors 
report that it got a J. C. by a very wide margin - and it wasn't surprising. JERSEY CREAM (Kraus '50) 
was lovely in his yard. 
 
Close your eyes and you will remember the lovely setting in the Rice garden. His plants looked 
unusually well to me this year. His clumps of the newer and finer ones were huge. His showing of 



MAY MAGIC was breath-taking. He doesn't have it labeled, lest someone with an itchy spade come 
back later to "view" it. 
 
Next morning bright and early (after a "Continental breakfast" in our Motel room) we hurried off for 
Sarcoxie, MO, and the Gilbert Wild & Sons. 
 
There we found many of our Dallas friends had arrived ahead of us the day before and taken things 
in. Soon after I got there Mr. T.  E. Hughes of Mansfield (you know), whispered to me, "Have you 
been over to the backyard yet? I want to show you the sweetest thing you ever saw." Was he 
delighted when I picked out the seedling he had in mind, H59-38. My notes say "lacy melon, lavender 
midrib, small green throat!!! The listing of it for the J. C. on the 1961 Awards and Honors shows that it 
has been named SUGAR PLUM FAIRY. So you can be on the lookout for it in this year's catalog. 
 
From this one, he and I went on down the side of the bed, where he waited for me to find H59-28. My 
notes on this say "rose, nice shape, yellow throat, faint rose halo, light ribbing, branching good, 
Beautiful." It has been named PARK AVENUE. Later I went back to it alone and Mr. Hall came over 
and stood there silently, with the most loving expression on his face, such as one sees on the face of 
a proud parent looking down on his child. 
 
Another seedling H59-24, that I liked, has now been named BELOVED BELINDA. LUCY JEAN 
(McKeithan's new one) and DREAM WALTZ were two more that I liked. Wilds were not really at their 
best bloom. It was a little early for them. A week later it was wonderful, we learned, but they are 
always behind Oklahoma with their bloom. 
 
As you know, at these affairs one goes wandering off in pursuit of his own, and often doesn't see his 
traveling companions until meal time or bedtime. We did meet for lunch in the huge air-conditioned 
warehouse, where the Wilds served a delicious, complimentary box lunch. Here more door prizes 
were drawn. Our own Dallas members won a number of the prizes. I'm not sure that I can recall all of 
them at this late date. I won Mrs. Terry's GOLDEN FROLIC, one of her extra early 15" ones that 
reblooms. In fact, in the fall after she sent it to me in October, it had two tiny blooms on it. I shouldn't 
have let it, but they were there before I knew it, they were so small. Mr. and Mrs. Jay Warner were 
both winners and so was our companion, Louise McCree. Edna Lankart, of Waco, won SKIATOOK 
CARDINAL. 
 
We left Sarcoxie in time to take the highway into Bentonville, Arkansas, and visit the garden of .J. 
Shamburger. He had the cream of the crop growing in his very small yard. Before we left, up drove 
the Martin McMillans and Jewell Crudup, of Dallas. They spent the night there but we went on. 
 
We got to Fayetteville before dark. Sure enough we were able to find a motel and then go and find 
the garden of C. W. Stockburger. We had heard a great deal about his hems and were anxious to see 
them in his yard. Most of his carry the name "Ozark" in them, you know. We found both the garden 
and Mr. and Mrs. Stockburger very interesting. They are both quite elderly and their garden is their 
life. He wouldn't dig anything that evening, but promised he would the next morning. While we were 
there that evening who should drive up but Edna Lankart, Annie Giles and Lucy Propst (Mrs. of 
Waco) 
 
Next morning we all met in the garden again and were joined by Mr. and Mrs. Roy Roper of Dallas. 
There were six Awards and Honors Judges there at the same time to find a wonderful green seedling, 
which he has now named OZARK EMERALD. (Miss Giles suggested the name to him). He did a land 
office business that morning and all came home with Stockburger hems, named and unnamed. 
 



You just should have been with us, Eloise, however since you couldn't go both places, I'm glad you 
did go to our own Region 6 meeting in Corpus Christi. We had fun there too, didn't we? 
 
I don't know how much you can make of this trip but hope it will give you some idea. This is much too 
long to wait to try to remember the details you were entitled to. I should have done it before. Shame 
on me! 
 
Love, Bon 
 
P.S. - I almost forgot one of the highlights at Sarcoxie. I mentioned about Mr. Hall and his adoration of 
the seedling. Well Mrs. Hall was there too and she was charming. I'm sure you remember reading in 
the AHS Journal last year about David Hall Day and the presentation of the lovely silver tray to Mr. 
and Mrs. Hall. Mr. McKeithan gave an appropriate and glowing tribute to Mr. Hall - "Hemerocallis 
Hybridizer, Magna Cum Laude" - and Mrs. Cunningham’s little grandson presented the tray to Mr. and 
Mrs. Hall. Just as he did so, a pre-selected small choir of ladies (Edna Lankart was included) led 
everyone present in singing a little ditty written to the tune of "Oh, Johnnie, Oh!" (We had been 
handed the words beforehand). Mr. Hall promptly sang his reply to the same tune, and with the same 
verse. It simply brought down the warehouse. He has a very quiet manner and a very subtle sense of 
humor. 
 
B 
 
 
 
 

Lankart Gardens Edna Lankart 
Rt. 6, Box 303A - Waco, Texas 

 
Special price list just completed 

for those who want beautiful daylilies 
at a reasonable price 
nothing over $1.00 

A list of the higher priced daylilies will be available soon. 
Visitors always welcome. 

 



And now many thanks to the following that have sent in contributions since the last newsletter, to 
assist in paying the expense of the 1962 Newsletters. 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Mabry Adams - Rt. 2, Box 41, Cleburne, Texas 
Mrs. G. A. Alviset,-5107 Crawford, Houston, Texas 
Mrs. Edward E. Bone - 2824 Rosedale, Dallas, Texas 
Mrs. O. B. Brokaw - 534 Peavy Road, Dallas, Texas 
Mrs. C. B. Campbell - 315 Suffock South, College Station, Texas 
Mrs. Owen Cecil - 7171 Lawndale Str. Houston, Texas 
Mrs. Bertha Cone - 2711 Elysian Str. Houston, Texas 
Mrs. Royal A. Ferris, Jr. - 4125 Turtle Creek, Dallas, Texas 
Mrs. Z. L. Foreman - Box 546, Livingston, Texas 
Mrs. Wm. R. Gates - 1007 Meadowbrook Dr., West Monroe, La. 
Mrs. C. T. Gordon - 6822 Japonica, Houston, Texas 
Mrs. L. T. Guenzel - 109 Poinsettia, Lake Jackson, Texas 
Mrs. H. H. Groneman - Box 1088, Longview, Texas 
Mrs. Melvin F. Handley - 1627 W. Eight Str. Freeport, Texas 
Miss Dixie Harris - 7413 Satsuma, Houston, Texas 
Mrs. L. R. Hogg - 1019 Grandview Ave., Dallas, Texas 
Mr. E. F. Horn - 1106 Wynnwood Lane, Houston, Texas 
Mr.& Mrs. T. E. Hughes - Rt. 1, Box 127-C1, Mansfield, Texas 
Mrs. O. L. Jamison - Knox City, Texas 
Mrs. Rudolph Jansson - 4109 Hanover, Dallas, Texas 
Mrs. Orie Lacey - Greeley, Kansas 
Miss Edna Lankart - Rt. 6, Box 303A, Waco, Texas 
Mrs. Raymond C. McIver - 4608 Meadowood Rd. Dallas, Texas 
Mrs. Fay McClintock - 819 No. 17th Str., Waco, Texas 
Mr. F. A. C. McCulla - 2901 West Lane, Houston, Texas 
Mrs. Lee R. McCree - 3058 Sunnyvale, Dallas, Texas 
Mrs. Stanley Miller - 1000 Kinney Ave. Austin, Texas 
Mrs. Sam Montgomery - 140 Harriett Dr. San Antonio, Texas 
Mrs. Robert L. Newman - 6925 Harrisburg Blvd., Houston, Texas 
Mr. & Mrs. M.W. Norton, Jr. - 4215 Rosa Road, Dallas, Texas 
Mrs. Jessie B. O'Quinn - 605 Traylor, Lufkin, Texas 
Mrs. J. W. Perry - 900 Morningside Dr., San Antonio, Texas 
Mrs. Frank E. Peters - 715 W. Sixth St., Freeport, Texas 
Mrs. C. M. Quarles - Lake Park, Rt. #6, Tyler, Texas 


