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GREETINGS ! ! Spring in all its Glory is here at last ! ! 
 

We have had some pretty rough weather this Winter, which should make us appreciate the lovely 
warm sunny days all the more - But why complain! 

"Whether our weather be cold 
Or whether our weather be hot, 
Whether you like our weather, 
Or whether you like it not, 
You'll just have to weather our weather 
'Cause it's all the weather we've got" 

I know that most of you for some time back have been out pulling the leaves away - and peeping 
"down under" to see how that "Bit O' Green" is coming along - Did that late set Fall one make it? 
"Glory Be!!" Yes, there it is! But once in awhile a little sick feeling - when - yes, - I'll have to believe it - 
that crown and roots are either completely gone - or so soft you know that even the Good Fairy with 
her magic wand, isn't going to bring it back to life. If any of you have found a cure for Crown Rot, 
won't you please share it with all the other members of Region 6? 
 

I'm sure that the many people - that haven't been fortunate enough to be stung by the "Hem-Bee" 
- can't understand how we never run down and can talk on and on, either in the garden, over the 
backyard fence - or even on the telephone - sometimes forgetting that maybe someone else might 
want the line - (usually the phone talking is in the heat of the day). Most "Hem" folks are up early - out 
to see that big fat bud open with the crack of dawn, but the farmer that wanted to use the phone and 
found it busy - maybe by a couple of daylily fans - heard one of them say, "I just put on some beans 
for dinner." A little later he tried again, the same two women were talking - (probably talking about a 
new fertilizer that gives such wonderful results). "Say lady, I smell your beans burning," he broke in. 
There was a scream, two receivers went up, and the line was clear. But laying all jokes aside - don't 
you feel sorry for the folks that don't know what they are missing? 
 

THIS and THAT 
 
"There are only three ladies here in our small city who are members of AHS - however OUR 

enthusiasm and excitement has "educated a number of others and, since the local Flower Club is 
evidencing a growing interest, we have hope of organizing a Society here sometime within the future.”
 Mrs. Joe Lynn Towns. Livingston, Texas 

 
************************* 

 
Digging in the flower bed, Digging like a mole 
Awful for the manicure - Lovely for the Soul 

 
************************* 

 
Turn defeat into victory, Don't let your courage fade 

And if you are handed a lemon, just make some lemonade 
 



 

"Last year we bought some plants very late in the Fall, some even in December and January, and 
we immediately set them out in the yard. Since our Hem area is on the Northeast section of the yard 
the new plants were exposed to the full blast of the Northers and we lost a few plants, even though 
some had come from colder climates than this area. So, this past Fall when we invested in some very 
expensive new varieties, our Anniversary and Christmas gifts to each other, we decided to make the 
following experiment:- we planted each plant separately in a good size pot, using good soil. Since we 
do not have a hot-house we placed them in big East windows so as to get all the sun possible. To 
date, they have grown like mad. Now the next step is to gradually let them get used to outdoor living 
and when all danger of frost and chances of severe freezes are over we will slip them out of the pots 
into the spots in the yard reserved for them. It will be later in the blooming season before I can really 
evaluate the results but so far I like the idea." Mrs. Frank Merritt. Austin, Texas 

************************* 
 

"I have used charcoal or wood ashes for years but only recently found out their full value - that of 
absorbing the ammonia formed by the fertilizers when they begin to work. Ammonia is a gas that 
escapes into the air and is lost. The ashes in the soil will absorb 80 times their own bulk of ammonia 
for the use of the plant roots. It is best to mix the ashes with the plant food before putting them into 
the soil - they will store up and conserve the valuable ammonia and at the same time, act as a 
continuous factory for the destruction of injurious acid. It is the Ammonia forming capacity of the 
fertilizers that we pay for - so why let it escape into the air? For potted plants I use 2 tablespoons to a 
4 inch pot. I do not lose my Hems - because I use lots of wood ashes." 
 Mrs. Harold G. Cooke, Abilene, Texas 

************************* 
 

"I'm new to the AHS as I joined late last year but surely have opened up a wonderful new world. 
The same "Hem Patch" seems to have taken on more significance now that I'm a member of the 
AHS. It seems to have cast some sort of a special dust over my lovelies and made them something 
other than just pretty flowers.” Miss Dorothy Marie French, Houston, Texas 

************************* 
 

ARRANGEMENTS WITH DAYLILIES 
 

Daylilies are wonderful for either line, mass, or massed-line arrangements. They may be used 
alone or in combination with other flowers, and a wide variety of green or dried foliage. Also, 
branches of other material with graceful curves or line. I like to use Elaeagnus with the silver back 
and tips of new growth which are a lovely brown, used in a brass, copper, or wood container. Or, use 
Magnolia leaves which have been treated with glycerine and turned a lovely brown. All are a pleasing 
contrast with all yellow daylilies. 

Balance is achieved by use of buds, graduating in size. Also, spike flowers or miniature daylilies - 
for height, or line, using those of lighter color at highest placement and use larger or darker colors at 
the base of the arrangement. 

All arrangements need design, balance, unity, harmony, a focal point, rhythm, and a good 
silhouette. I prefer a heavy pin point holder securely fastened to container by plastic clay, or if I use a 
tall container I use crushed chicken wire. 

Since daylilies last only one day, a basic background can be used in the home and fresh flowers 
can be replaced each day. I like pottery, copper, brass or wood containers, also bamboo or bamboo 
trays. 

For foliage, I use tall, broad leaved Iris leaves or Sanseveria; also the Maguey leaves which have 
lovely yellow marking, for height or line. For lower placement, use broad leaf foliage, Loquat, 
Magnolia, or broad leaf Pothos which has yellow markings. Palm leaves are attractive, trimmed 
various shapes, or both green and variegated Pittosporum. If other flowers are used with daylilies, 



 

spike flowers work better than rounded forms. Select flowers that you know stay open as late as 10 
o'clock at night. 

I tape both buds and flowers to false stems that have spent their flowers, with well mature stems. 
(Be sure your tape is hidden, if the arrangement is to be placed in a show to be judged). I DO WIRE 
all my arrangements, but am careful to conceal all mechanics when my arrangement is completed. I 
make up the back with foliage to conceal all wiring, etc, used to keep it together. I find Pittosporum 
foliage very satisfactory for this. 

In making daylily arrangements to enter in a show it is helpful and a time saver to make the outline 
of foliage placement the day before and DON'T hurry. I pick my flowers quite early for it takes time 
and patience to make a good arrangement. 

Daylilies work up beautifully in corsages, using buds and miniature flowers. One large daylily can 
be used nicely with buds, English Ivy leaves, and some of the variegated narrow grassy foliage. 
Blooms should be picked early in the morning. Remove the pollen from the anthers and harden in 
water in the refrigerator several hours before the arrangement is made. Be sure to use those which 
stay open late, if the corsage is to be worn at night. With a wide range of sizes and colors many lovely 
corsages can be made from them. It is fun, trying. Mrs. W. M. Ridenour, Corpus Christi, Texas 

************************* 
 

Lankart Gardens 
Best Daylilies For Region 6 

Over 800 varieties 
Top latest introductions 

& 
Best of older varieties. 

Reasonable prices - Free list. 
20 mixed unlabeled - $5.00 
Visitors always welcome. 

Edna Lankart 
Rt. 6, Box 303A 

Waco, Texas 

Mercer Daylily Garden 
Featuring 

400 named Varieties 
6000 Seedlings 

Visitors always welcome. 
304 Compton, San Antonio, Texas 

 
************************* 

Crudup Gardens 
Daylilies ------- Iris 
Visitors Welcome 

Jewel Crudup 
1831 S. Ewin 

Dallas, Texas, WH8-6684 
************************* 

 
CORPUS CHRISTI - HERE WE COME. 

 
If you haven't marked a ring around the dates of May 12 and 13, Do so at once! You can't afford to 

miss the fun and fellowship at one of our top playgrounds of the country. 
The Corpus Christi Hemerocallis Society - WHICH WAS THE FIRST SOCIETY FORMED IN 

REGION 6 - has been planning for a whole year to make our visit worthwhile. They are looking 
forward to greeting us with a GARDEN PARTY the afternoon of May 12th - from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m. at the Edwin Flato, Sr. home, 316 S. Broadway. This is one of the lovely old homes of Corpus 
Christi with a beautiful garden. Also, that same afternoon, from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. there will be AN 
ACCREDITED AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY JUDGES CLINIC in the Hemisphere Room - 
Robert Driscoll Hotel, for those interested in becoming American Hemerocallis Society Exhibition 
Judges. Or, anyone may learn how to exhibit to better advantage in our shows. 7:00 p.m. Dutch Treat 
Supper - followed by a Kodachrome Jamboree and Brag Night. 

 
Registration will be from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 May 12th. 

 



 

SATURDAY MAY 13th 
 

Buses will leave the Hotel for tours of the gardens, followed by a luncheon in the garden of Mr. 
and Mrs. Barton H. Westervelt. There will be a table for the Robins and The Hats will be judged with 
awards given for THE CRAZIEST, the most ORIGINAL and the PRETTIEST. Mrs. F. D. Arthur will 
conduct an Awards and Honors demonstration. At 4 p.m. there will be a boat ride for those interested 
in seeing the lovely shoreline and Port of Corpus Christi, or you may re-visit the gardens, shop, or 
enjoy the shoreline. 

The Banquet will be at 7 p.m. at which time the results will be announced of the winning seedlings 
and their hybridizers. The Business Meeting will be at 8 p.m. after which door prizes will be awarded. 
At 8:30 p.m., Mrs. C. B. Keltner of McGregor, Texas, will give the program and demonstration on "The 
Artistic Use of Daylilies in Our Homes and Shows.” 

 
************************* 

 
WELCOME TO NEW SOCIETY 

 
We are happy to report a new Society has been organized in Austin with Mrs. W. R. Cate as 

President. They will have daytime meetings and hope to have a show. 
 

************************* 
 
Tampa, Florida, boasts that they are the only Society in the Nation with 100% of their members - 

Members of AHS. Is Region 6 going to let them "Get By" with that? Let’s get busy local Societies - 
and show them "we do things BIG too!! 

 
************************* 

 
I am sorry to have to report that 55 of our 1960 members have not paid their AHS dues for 1961 
 

************************* 
 

Whatever trouble Adam had, No man in days of yore 
Could say when Adam cracked a joke, I've heard that one before 

 



 

CORPUS CHRISTI HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY 
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 

 
REGION 6 

HEMEROCALLIS MEETING 
MAY 12 & 13,1961 

 
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 

HEADQUARTERS 
ROBERT DRISCOLL HOTEL 

 
REGISTRATION $10,00 $8.50 if received by May 6,1961  
 
Please send Registration to: Mrs. Homer J. Ludden 

630 Indiana Street 
Corpus Christi, Texas 

 
This includes luncheon, tour and Banquet. 
 
I plan to attend Region 6 Hemerocallis Meeting. Enclosed is check $   
 
I plan to attend the Garden Party May 12, 1961 Check Yes No 
 
I am a Round Robin Member and will attend Dutch Treat Supper. Yes No 
 
I shall bring some slides for Brag Night Yes No 
 

EXTRAS 
 
I plan to attend the School for Exhibition Judges May 12,1961. Yes No 
 Enclosed is $1.00   
 
I would like to take the Boat Ride May 13,1961 
 Add for this $1.25   
  
 Total enclosed $   
 
NAME   ADDRESS   
 
CITY   STATE   
 
The enclosed card is for your convenience; Please make your own reservation with the Robert 
Driscoll Hotel. 
  



 

THE HOUSTON HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY 
 

Once upon a time (all good stories begin this way) there were two "dirt daubers" - Lucille Burleson 
and Nancy Wood. They saw an advertisement in the paper for daylilies and ordered them. They knew 
very little about the care of the plants. They were just very interested. About this time, Norene 
Greenstein had become very interested in crossbreeding and raising from seed. Norene borrowed 
books and read all she could find on genes, history, etc. Well, time moved a few checkers and these 
three met and became friends. Norene added her knowledge to the enthusiasm of the other two. 
About this time Mrs. J. D. Stell had also become interested. These four had another friend, Dollie 
Wheeler, who grew Amaryllis and cared nothing at all for this new found flower friend of the others, 
until one was literally "forced" on her and then she, too, fell a victim of the wiles of the daylily. About 
this time Daisy Williamson joined the little daylily clique and so my story begins with these six 
principle characters. 

One day Mrs. Burleson invited Jake Russell to talk to a Garden Club of which these six were 
members, and in the course of Jake's discussion he dropped a chance remark, "Why don't you 
women organize a Hemerocallis Society here in Houston, there are enough of you right here to start 
it," and so a dream was born that day at Dollie Wheeler's home. A dream that grew until one day in 
September 1953, a group gathered in Mrs. L. Z. Bean's home and decided to meet at Mrs. E. W. 
(Nancy) Wood's home and hold the first daylily meeting. They drew up the aims and purposes of the 
Houston Hemerocallis Society as follows: 
 

1. This Society to be known as Houston Hemerocallis Society 
2. The purpose of this organization: 

a. To educate the public to the value of daylily for home planting 
b. To mass plant daylilies over the City of Houston in public places. 
c. To bring together all daylily fans and exchange ideas and thereby help each other 
d. To work for a test garden 
e. To make Houston the Daylily center of Texas 
f. Members to consist of "Hem" fans, either growers, breeders, or collectors 
g. To compile a list of 100 best for the Gulf Coast 

 
On October 24, 1953, the newly organized Society met at Mrs. E. W. Woods home, 610 Sue, and 

enrolled 23 Charter Members. Mrs. Wood was elected temporary President and Mrs. Bean temporary 
Secretary. So began the Houston Hemerocallis Society. First meetings were held in homes, then as 
the membership grew, the regular meeting place became the Garden Center on Hermann Drive. Mrs. 
C. C. Huff was elected President for the year 1954. The first Public planting of daylilies was at the 
Heights Library. They closed out their first year very successfully, feeling that the newly organized 
group owed much to the work and study of Norene Greenstein. 

Since 1954 they have continued to work on their original organization purpose, and are still trying 
to make Houston the Daylily Center of Texas. The group takes pride in the fact they organized the 
first Daylily Society in Texas. The present officers are: 

Mr. Carl Sauer, President; Mrs. F. D. Arthur, 1st Vice-President; Mrs. Bertha Cone, 2nd Vice-
President; Miss Dixie Harris, Recording Secretary; and Mrs. H. B. McKnight, Corresponding 
Secretary. We are proud of the fact that 75 percent of our members are AHS members. The annual 
tour of daylily gardens will begin on April 30 and continue through May. Times and gardens will be 
announced later. 
  



 

BOOS AND BOUQUETS 
 

Comments on all varieties are based on local performance only. In order that we may all profit by 
your experience, keep a record on performance in your locality and send in your list of "pleasure and 
problems" Hems to our Editor, Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell. 

 
My pet peeve is seeing all of the lovely dormant Hems growing further North and not knowing 

which will do well here. Some will perform beautifully and others are very slow to increase and 
become more grass-like until they disappear completely. Some that have been very slow increasers 
here, are EVELYN CLAAR, DAFFU, MARIE WOOD, JACK FROST, CLUNY BROWN, DRAMA GIRL, 
BETTY CO-ED and RHODORA, to mention a few. PORCELAIN ROSE and DAWN PINK were lovely 
but promptly rotted after blooming. Many of the lovely pinks are such delicate growers, hybridizers 
please note - Why can't we have more husky evergreen pinks? 

 
We lost more Hems from rot this Summer than ever before. Quite a few complained of losing large 

clumps and new plants of PAINTED LADY, BOLD BEAUTY, KANSAN and a number of Craig’s 
evergreens - namely WIDEYED, WONDER, and MALLOW. All of these Hems have PAINTED LADY 
blood so it would seem they are more susceptible to rot since plants next to them were not affected. It 
seems some varieties like a rest period after blooming and if they receive too much water or if 
drainage is bad, they will rot. Also, they dislike being disturbed during hot weather. Some that planted 
PAINTED LADY during the Summer lost them all, but in dividing mine in November, not a plant was 
lost. 

 
Now for a word for the dormants - during a pilgrimage to my garden last June all visitors were 

asked to vote for their favorite. LOUISE RUSSELL my favorite pink received the most votes, followed 
by ATLAS and NEYRON ROSE. Other dormants that do well here are the beautiful Hall reds, WAR 
EAGLE, NIGHT SONG, and the huge VAGABOND KING and also HOLIDAY TAN. A few others are 
BESS ROSS, PRESIDENT RICE, CARTWHEELS, and FLYING SAUCER. I'm sure many of the 
newer varieties will do well here but we have not grown them long enough to judge them fairly. 

 
Have you noticed that some of the Hems that receive awards and much praise from the experts 

are overlooked by the average garden visitor? They are not misled by high prices and some of the 
favorites here are reasonably priced and have not received a lot of publicity. Some favorites here that 
increase fast, bloom over a long period and have lovely blooms are COEUR DE LION, KATHLEEN 
RUSSELL, GENERAL JACQUE, COSETTE, DROPS OF GOLD, FABLE, MILLIE RUSSELL, 
MISSION ACCOMPLISHED, OKLAHOMA, CHERRY PINK, GLORY, and large yellow BIG SHOT. 
Last but not least, a large bouquet to Mr. Mac for his MARY LAWRENCE which won a J. C. last year 
as 666-9. As grown in the MacMillan garden, this is the most beautiful daylily I have seen. It is a 
luscious melon pink, large grand branching, and husky plant. Who could ask for more? Can't wait for 
mine to bloom. 
 Edna Lankart 
  



 

HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY 
 

To you that enjoyed the brief story of the early history of The American Hemerocallis Society in the 
Winter Newsletter, we will try to reminiscence through a few more years. 

As a brief review, the Winter story told of the meetings of July 13, 1946; July 19-20,1947; July 11-
12, 1948 at Shenandoah, Iowa, with Mr. Merritt Whitten, Mrs. Gretchen Harshbarger, and Mr. Leo E. 
Lenington, respectively as President and the meeting of June 25-26,1949, at Bartlesville, Oklahoma, 
with Mr. Norman P. Goss as President - with 800 delegates from 17 states. In looking up the data to 
continue the story, there seems to be more material in the early Newsletters (forerunners of the 
Journals), on the Conventions than in the yearbooks, so again I would like to express my appreciation 
to Mrs. Viola Richards for the use of her copies, that I did not have in my files. Thinking that you may 
find it interesting and like to have for your files a list of the Conventions and THE FIRST TIME for 
many things we now take for granted, follows: 

The year 1947 marks the FIRST for the registration of new daylily clones under the direction of Mr. 
Frederick M. Stuntz, and also a test garden was started on the grounds of The Henry Field Seed 
Company with plants being sent from various sections of the country. 
 
July 7-9, 1950 - Cleveland, Ohio 

A new constitution and by-laws were adopted with a 12 member Board of Directors. The fiscal 
year was changed from July to July to end with the calendar year. Mr. Goss felt he could not serve 
the rest of the year, and Mrs. Bess Ross, first Vice-President served the remainder of the year. The 
FIRST BOARD MEETING was held November 10,1950, in St. Louis with Mr. Joe House elected 
President and Mr. George Lenington, Secretary. Mr. W. B. Flory, Evaluation Chairman conducted the 
FIRST Popularity Poll with PAINTED LADY winning the Top place. Stout Medal Award - HEPPERUS. 

The FIRST HELEN FIELD FISCHER AWARD - given for Distinguished Service to the Society - To 
- Mrs. Helen Field Fischer. 

The FIRST BERTRAND FARR AWARD given for Outstanding Work In Hybridizing Hemerocallis - 
to Dr. A. B. Stout. 

Mr. Flory was named Registrar. 
 
June 8-10, 1951 - Little Rock, Arkansas 

Mr. Joe House, President, was host at his ranch, "Flower Acres," on Sunday with a typical 
barbeque. The ten Regions that had been established in 1948 with Regional Supervisors (now known 
as Regional Vice Presidents) were now headed by Mr. Edgar Rice - who gave a most encouraging 
report of their work. 

At the November Board Meeting The FIRST Life Membership was presented to Mrs. Helen Field 
Fischer. 
 

Top Popularity Winner ...................................... PAINTED LADY 
Stout Medal Award  .......................................... PAINTED LADY 
Helen Field Fischer Award ................................ Mr. Frederick Stuntz 
Bertrand Farr Award ......................................... Mr. Carl Milliken 

 
July 23-25,1952, Boston, Massachusetts, Mr. Edgar Rice, President 

A membership of 1,223 was reported. The year 1962 will mark the 10th anniversary of this 
meeting and let us hope that many that did not get to attend the 1952 meeting may do so in 1962. 

Top Popularity Winner ...................................... PAINTED LADY 
Stout Medal Award ........................................... POTENTATE 
Helen Field Fischer Award ................................ Mrs. Viola Richards 
Bertrand Farr Award ......................................... Mrs. Hugh Lester 

  



 

July 16-17-18,1953 - Chicago, Illinois, Mr. Edgar Rice, President 
Top Popularity Winner ...................................... ORANGE BEAUTY 
Stout Medal Award ........................................... REVOLUTE 
Helen Field Fischer Award ................................ Mrs Gretchen Harshbarger 
Bertrand Farr Award ......................................... Mrs. Thomas Nesmith 

 
The Hemerocallis Society Newsletter of September 1953 carries a most interesting account 

written by Mr. Rice, of this Convention - so - with our coming meeting this July in that same area - a 
few highlights are given. He says, "Chicago was another of those occasions that everyone that was 
there is going to remember." In the 1953 Yearbook - page 6 - you will find the program listing the 
North Store Hotel - Evansville, Illinois, as headquarters. At the Friday night Banquet the food was 
outstanding. The soup, besides chicken and wild rice, was flavored with daylilies - but Mr. Rice says 
what impressed him most was the exquisitely molded ice cream called Daylily Colonel Joe. He wishes 
these molds could be made available for future meetings. 

Mrs. W. R. Mathews - First Vice-President and head of the Regional Supervisors, had the eight 
out of the total twelve that were present to stand. The program was most unusual and entertaining. 
"flower arrangements" by Dame Violet O'Scent, Ireland’s premier arranger as announced in the 
Bulletin, turned out to be the delightful noted Dr. Carlton of Chicago, beautifully gowned and sewed 
up by his wife. He gave a burlesque on Flower Arrangement that was the most hilarious act of its kind 
that has ever been seen. Sam Caldwell - The Old Dirt Dauber, gave the main address of the evening. 

Mr. Rice's report of the many beautiful gardens makes us want to make every effort to go to 
Chicago, come July. A list of the Gardens in the 1953 Yearbook reads like the "Who's Who" of the 
Daylily World! Many of the lovely seedlings blooming in the David Hall Garden were from seed 
planted in the late Winter of 1952. Mr. Rice says, "Nobody who has hybridized, grown, or seen 
daylilies could see Mr. Hall’s and Mr. Clark’s seedlings, let alone other daylilies we saw, without 
realizing the possibilities of what daylilies are going to be in the future. The new daylilies are so 
spectacular and beautiful that no other flower can touch them for garden effects.” The report of the 
luncheon in the gardens of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Claar's estate at North Field was described along with 
the beautifully landscaped garden, it being suggested that the name "Daylily Heaven" would be a 
proper name for the place. Let us hope that Mr. Claar who was in the hospital at this time, will be in 
his garden this year to greet and welcome us with his usual enthusiasm. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Fisher's eleven acre estate known as "Meadow Gardens" is described as a 
horticulturalist’s dream. 

Space is running out - "TODAYS CHUCKLE", from the Dallas Morning News says, "There is really 
only one thing wrong with the younger generation - a lot of us don't belong to it anymore" - but I'll be 
jiggered as someone has said, "I can't afford to die young - for I haven't seen the blooms on that last 
batch of daylily seed I planted,” which brings on a “Poem.” 
 

I know now why the little hen 
Has such a noisy pride 
I'm looking at my brand new Hem 
In the flower bed by my side. 
I understand the amber eyed 
and purring mother cat, 
Whose look says clearly 
No one's produced anything like that 
And why the bear with threatened cubs 
has murder in her tone 
For nothing is so beautiful 
As that seedling "Hem" of my own 

  



 

In the Summer Newsletter - we'll start our visit together at the Convention in Valdosta, Georgia, of 
1954. 
 

THE MINIATURES AND DWARFS ARE REALLY IN THE RACE 
 

No longer do my friends tease me about my love for the "Baby Hems" for they have really "come 
into their own" in the last few years and when the first miniature Dwarf Robin was started with Mrs. 
Elva Hemphill, 1415 East Florida St., Springfield, MO, as the Director, I was fortunate to become one 
of the first members. The AHS is still struggling with the task of coming up with some definitions, even 
though a committee has been working on it for some time. One of the reasons for this is - they do not 
grow the same in all localities. One interesting flight contained a chart listing all of the better known 
ones at that time, asking us to classify them. We have members in nine states, so our classification 
was varied but we have come up so far with the following: 

A MINIATURE - like a miniature painting, must be a true reproduction of its larger sister - but in 
perfect proportion, low growing, grassy, or not too heavy foliage with a small flower, 2 - 2 ½” at most - 
and not more than 18-20” tall. 

A DWARF - like its human counterpart, has a large head - but is low growing and makes a nice 
border plant. 

MINIATURE-MULTIFLORA - is a third class - and we have a good many lovely ones in this group. 
They have the miniature flowers but grow much taller - with heavy branching and many flowers - this 
is the type that the Flower Arrangers love. Mrs. Ben Wheeler of Houston has been rather successful 
in having a good many of this type and says she can hardly meet the demand for them among the 
Garden Club Folks. Her BARBEE is very popular. 

Mr. Hooper Connell of Baton Rouge, LA, has never cared for the little ones, and many a little 
"Dear" would have gone into the compost were it not for Mrs. Connell, so he made a special bed for 
her and put them in it. When I visit their lovely garden with all those gorgeous creations and after I 
have drooled and drooled, I make a "Bee Line" over to that bed by the garage and look for a BABY 
MENTONE or LITTLE DELTA FRILLS. 

A few of these "Juniors" are growing in my garden - maybe they will be ancestors to that ONE I 
hope to get some day! 

A visit to the Shilling Garden in Oklahoma City last June left me spellbound, after seeing those ten 
Kraus Babies all under number, except one, LONA EATON MILLER, named for the Garden Editor. 
Mrs. Shilling sent me a lovely picture and write-up about it from the Oklahoma City paper but I have a 
wonderful movie with Mrs. Shilling standing right in the middle of that batch of miniatures - I can 
dream, can't I, of when I may be growing any one of them in my own garden? 

For a number of years, I have been very proud of some miniature seedlings of Mrs. Raymond C. 
McIver and Mrs. L. R. Hogg of Dallas, while only one of these has been registered, they are admired 
by all who visit my garden. 

The commotion caused by BABY FAN FARE in the Munson Garden during the Florida Convention 
is history, but many more also came in for a lot of attention. Mrs. Neil Ferguson had one bed of all 
miniatures. Mrs. E. W. Landis' WIDGET and several others, were very popular and a border of 
Russell's STOW-A-WAY in the Thomas Garden along the walk was most attractive. 

Mrs. Lucille Williamson, of Beaumont, has some adorable little ones. Her LITTLE LUCY and 
TEENINCY, along with some numbered seedlings have found a prominent place in my garden, along 
with some she calls her "Pony Line" that I am sure we will be hearing more about in the future. 

Those of you that have grown and loved TICK TOCK will be happy to know that Mrs. W. T. Hardy 
will have ready for September delivery, and her new GREEN ELF, a green yellow, triangular form. 
She says visitors often call it a miniature JACK FROST with blooms of 2 ½” with 25-30 buds to a 
scape, good for rock gardens and arrangements. A two year clump looks like a complete bouquet. Of 
course, this is our miniature - Multiflora type - but soon we hope to have these adorable small flowers 
- but growing low and useful for borders. Just a list of the names of these newest sensations make 



 

one feel as if they had walked into an Enchanted Forest, where the Fairies and characters from Book 
Land are dancing and having a BALL. 

To name only a few BABY LAUGHTER, DOLLY DIMPLE, BROWN JEWEL, MOONMOTH, PIXIE 
GLEE, YELLOW RAIN, GOLDEN DEW DROP, KISS OF FIRE, LITTLE LADY, LITTLE UP START, 
THUMBELINA, SKEETER, PATTY LOU, BUTTERPRINT, LILLIPUT, CARA MIA, JACK, JILL, ELFIN, 
PINKIE, TOM THUMB, PETER PAN, LEMONELLA, PINOCCHIO, PETTY PAT, MY BABY, POT OF 
GOLD, PURPLE DOT, GOLDEN CHIMES, LADY BUG, SAUCY FACE, GAMIN, and CUTE BABY - I 
could name at least a hundred or more that I have or that are on my "Want List" - just look in your 
checklist supplement to see how many of the NEW ones are small ones. 

How about doing some measuring this year, when yours are in bloom and let’s have a report on 
them in the Summer Newsletter - please get any information for the Summer Newsletter to me by 
August 1st. 

One thing we do know, you had better not fertilize too much, especially with a high nitrogen count, 
if you want them to stay low. 

In our local Flower Show last year, the scape I entered of TINKER BELL was runner-up for Queen 
of the Show and the English Box of a collection of miniature blooms won the purple ribbon in the 
English Box Division. 

************************* 
 

BANKHEAD FEED STORE 
111 S. Mesquite St. 
Phone CR4-7132 
Arlington, Texas 

 
Headquarters for Garden 

and 
Lawn Supplies 

 
Hybrotite 

and 
Rock Phosphate 

HUGHES' GARDENS 
 

IRIS and HEMEROCALLIS 
 

NICE COLLECTION OF BOTH 
 

Very Attractive Prices 
 

Our Price List Now Ready 
 

Hwy. 287 
Route 1, Box 127-C1 

Mansfield, Texas 
************************* 

 
Don't hunt after trouble, but look for success 
You'll find what you look for; don't look for distress 
If you see but your shadow, remember I pray 
That the sun is still shining but you're in its way 
 

************************* 
 

When you're looking for a helping hand, just look at the end of your elbow. 
 

************************* 
 

Happiness is that certain something you acquire while you're too busy to be miserable. 
 



 

WAXING DAYLILIES 
 

Many methods have been tried to preserve the blooms of the daylily to use with our dried 
arrangements, such as the Borax Method, even starching then drying, but none of these have been 
very successful. I had tried the French Mulberry in even more ways, so decided to try my hand with 
daylilies. It was rather late in the season so I did not have the blooms to choose from that I would 
have had earlier so am looking forward to doing a much better job this year, when I will have plenty of 
my beloved miniatures to work with for I found that the small ones will hold up longer than the larger 
ones. 

You should have a boiler at least 4 or 5 inches or more, deep and not less than 8 to 10 inches 
wide. A double boiler is excellent as the lower part may be left on the stove to keep hot, otherwise, 
place the boiler with the melted wax in a pan of hot water, the melted wax should come within one 
inch of the top. It is best to have 5 or 6 pounds of wax and the temperature will probably go to about 
180 degrees before it melts completely. A candy thermometer is used, so you may keep the wax at 
the desired temperature. When it reaches 150 degrees, watch carefully for the wax at this point will 
start cooling rapidly. When it reaches 145 degrees submerge the whole bloom in the wax, using a 
twirling motion so that the wax can get down into the base of the petals; withdraw the bloom and 
shake off the excess wax as quickly as you can. Have ready a pan of ice water and immerse the 
blossom into this "At Once," again using the gentle twirling motion, being careful to not knock the 
petals and sepals into an unnatural shape, as the way the bloom hits the water is the way it will be 
shaped. Let it stay in the water for 15 to 20 minutes, then shake off all excess water and drain on a 
paper towel. Continue dipping blossoms until the wax is cooled to 143 degrees, then re-heat. If a lid is 
placed on the boiler between dippings it will maintain the temperature and prevent a film from 
forming. If the bloom has a heavy texture, you can use the wax much hotter and the hotter it is 
without being too hot, the prettier it will be for less wax will stick to it. If waxing several colors, do the 
lighter shades first. Practice and speed is what it takes. Hemerocallis should be waxed in the morning 
while the blossoms are fresh. If you cannot do this, put them in the refrigerator until you are ready to 
use them. After waxing, keep them in a cool place for if they get too hot, it will cause them to droop. 
 

SHOW TIME IN REGION 6 
 
The following Societies have reported their shows, dates, and places - do try to attend the ones that 
are nearest to you. 

"I spade and hoe and fertilize; 
I trim and prune and pluck 
The comment when I win first prize? 
Some Folks have all the luck!" 

Beverly Lehman 
 
GULF COAST HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY: 

May 27th - American Legion Fall, Nederland 
CENTRAL TEXAS HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY: 

June 3rd - Waco Garden Center 
DALLAS HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY: 

June 3rd - Dallas Garden Center 
AUSTIN HEMEROCALLIS STUDY GROUP: 

June 6th - Information about place, call Miss Lillian A. Peek, President 
HEMEROCALLIS GROWERS OF DALLAS: 

June 10th - Dallas Garden Center 
NACOGDOCHES DAYLILY SOCIETY: 

For information, call Mrs. Rho Cox, 306 Weaver St., President 
  



 

IN A NUT SHELL 
 

The dark red colors have a richer tone when grown in a slightly acid soil and will hold their color 
better if given afternoon shade. Editor 

************************* 
For unbelievable root development there seems to be nothing equal to a mixture of equal parts 

very coarse sand, peat moss, and compost. If one has an oversized cut, it goes into the sand - with 
the cut left out of the sand. Annie T. Giles 

************************* 
I just want to say that I would like to tell everyone who loves loveliness - and who works - to plant 

daylilies. Mrs. Joe Lynn Towns 
************************* 

Clorox or Purex, full strength or diluted, poured generously over a diseased plant holds some 
promise in eradicating or controlling rot. We have saved a number of our plants with this prescription. 
 Martin McMillan, Dallas 

************************* 
If your soil is alkaline and reds are a muddy red, add copperas or soil sulphur to bring out rich red 

color. Edna Lankart 
************************* 

 
ROUND ROBIN DEPARTMENT 

Mrs. Paul Kane - Coordinator 
 

Please send any interesting items to Mrs. Kane from your Robin letters - so that she may select 
some "Gems" for the Newsletter. All material must be in to her in time for her to send it to the Editor 
by August 1st, for the Summer Newsletter. 

A new Robin has been formed in Region 6, with Mrs. Dan R. Kensel, 1640 Maple Drive, Garland, 
Texas, as the Director. She still has an opening for a few more members. Anyone interested may 
write to her. Mrs. Viola Richards says that she has a leader ready, when enough members want to 
start another Dwarf-Miniature Robin. "Blessed are They Who Go in Circles - For they shall be called 
BIG WHEELS." Mrs. A. C. Parks - Miniature, Dwarf Robin 
 

SWAP DEPARTMENT. 
 
Flowers defy the rules of arithmetic because they multiply by division: 

The fun of having is sharing 
can we do less than caring 
That another's needs or stress 
Our generous traits impress 
Tho we may not have lots to spare 
What we do have, we can share. 

Mrs. Frank Merritt, 408 Ethridge, Austin 
************************* 

 
Mrs. Frank Merritt, 1408 Ethridge, Austin, would like to trade for APRIL BREEZE. 
Miss Annie T. Giles, 3900 Cherrywood Road, Austin, would like to trade for FISCHER’S GREEN 

VALLEY and SHERWOOD. 
Mrs. Creel Brockman, 152 W. Texaco, West Columbia, has the following to spare: GREEN 

GODDESS, GENE WILD, PINK FROST, HEARTS AFIRE, BRIGHT DANCE, IRISH CHARM, TOP 
BRASS, MARSHA RUSSELL, MANTA LALA, SUMMER SOLO, THEME SONG, FLIRTATION PINK, 
SHOSHONE, WAR EAGLE, and NASHVILLE. What do you have to offer her for any of these? 

Mrs. J. B. Covington, 200 W. Duncan, Bryan, would like to have one of the Russell old ones, 
STAR GAZER. If you have it and can spare one, let her know. 



 

EXCERPTS FROM "HOW I PHOTOGRAPH DAYLILIES" 
 

I am sorry that space will not allow me to print all of the excellent article by Mr. R. W. Schlumpf at 
this time - for those who have seen his lovely pictures, know that few of our members can show 
anything on Brag Nights to compare with them - but to any that would like to have the complete article 
- I will be glad to send you a copy, if you will send me a self-addressed stamped envelope. 

“In purchasing a single-lens reflex camera for close up daylily photography I would be certain to 
specify that the camera be equipped with the proper lens barrel attachments for completely covering 
the width (not the length) of the 35 mm field when focusing objects ranging from 2 to 8 inches in 
diameter. 

Under windy weather conditions it is essential to stake and tie the scape as near the flower as 
possible to minimize motion. I seldom take daylily photographs unless the sunlight is bright enough to 
cast shadows of the pistil and stamens on the petals or sepals. This method of judging the strength of 
lighting is a good substitute for a light meter. Brilliance of the flower in the photograph depends 
largely on the brilliance of the sunlight under which it is taken. Flash can be used under cloudy 
weather conditions or in the shade but a part of the color fidelity is lost. 

The location of the tripod and camera in relation to the flower position and the direction of sun 
lighting is a matter of judgment and often determines the difference between an excellent and a 
mediocre slide. 

A light yellow or gold flower will show better detail if photographed with side lighting. 
The best exposures of the more darkly colored blooms, particularly the darkest reds, are usually 

obtained with the sun directly back of the camera and at such a height in relation to the position of the 
flower that the entire inside surface of the flower is directly lighted. During the daylily blooming season 
in Texas, the best sunlight condition ranges from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Under brilliant sunlight I have standardized on an F-11 Iris opening with 1/50th second shutter 
speed for the light colored daylilies such as yellows, golds, oranges, melons, and light pinks. For the 
darker colors ranging from rose pink to dark reds, I use an F-8 Iris opening with the same shutter 
speed. 

The work is easily forgotten, when we review the slides during the Winter months when all of last 
Summer’s daylilies can be brought indoors and enjoyed again on the projection screen.” 
 

************************* 
 

Miss Lankart says that many seem confused in the Popularity Poll vote as to what should be 
called new and what old - and since the votes have been rather slow - she feels it would be best to 
hold the report over for the Summer Newsletter and to the ones that have not sent in their votes, they 
may just send in their 24 favorites regardless of age. 
 

************************* 
 
Happiness is that certain something you acquire while you're too busy to be miserable. 
 



 

LET’S COOPERATE WITH OUR REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT ON OUR NEWSLETTERS. 
 

I know you are all interested in receiving our Newsletter from our own Region and I believe that 
you will want to do your part to help make it possible to continue receiving the four Newsletters when 
you know the facts. 
 

As briefly as possible, here are the facts - Our Regional Vice President does not have an expense 
account but is given an allowance of 5¢ per Newsletter plus 3¢ postage for two Newsletters per year 
and that is only for AHS members. This amounted to $33.12 and it cost our Regional Vice President 
$44.60 to get out the first Newsletter and that only because Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Allan Purnell, Jr., typed, 
cut stencils, and ran Newsletters off on a duplicating machine, free of charge. 

Our Spring Newsletter will be mimeographed as it will be more readable but the cost of this will 
have to be paid. Our Spring Newsletter does not receive help from the AHS so the cost of this 
Newsletter is being paid by the small ads and by the 64 who sent in their $1.00 for the extra 
Newsletters - a good number of these came from members of other Regions. Surely our Region 6 
with 385 members can support two Newsletters. Mrs. Purnell is working hard to make our Newsletters 
interesting. It requires a great deal of time to get out these Newsletters and to answer the many 
letters she receives but she is most appreciative of all the many lovely letters she has received and to 
those who have sent in their dollar "to help the cause along.” Lets all do our part and send our dollar 
to Mrs. Hugh A. Purnell, 2926 Maple Springs, Dallas, Texas. 
 Edna Lankart, Publicity Director Region 6 
  



 

The following have sent their dollar, along with expressing a desire for the four Newsletters per year: 
 
Allen, Mrs. Lillian 
Alexander, Mrs. J. W. 
Arnold, Mrs. Gene 
Berry, Mrs. Milton F. 
Brockman, Mrs. J. Creel 
Cheek, Mrs. Robert 
Cooke, Mrs. Harold G. 
Crudup, Mrs. Jewel 
Ethridge, Mrs. Clayton 
Ferris, Mrs. Royal A., Jr. 
Frederickson, Mrs. Julia 
French, Miss Dorothy Marie 
Gardner, Mrs. Warren 
Garren, Mrs. Hessie  
Gibson, Mrs. Lillian 
Giles, Miss Annie T. 
Greathouse, Mrs. W. T. 
Greenwood, Mrs. M. N. 
Harrison, Mrs. Roy 
Hava, Dr. Walter C. 
Hemphill, Mrs. Elva 
Hightower, Mrs. P. G. 
Hogg, Mrs. L. R. 
Hopkins, Mrs. George W. 
Howell, Mrs. J. H. 
Hughes, Mr. T. E. 
Jamison, Mrs. O. L. 
Jones, Mrs. Marcel 
Kain, Mrs. Douglas 
Lankart, Miss Edna 
Ledwell, Mrs. G. B. 
Lewis, Mrs. Ruby 
Lewis, Joyce W. 
Mann, Mr. A. T. 
Mercer, Mrs. I. R. 
Meyer, Mrs. A. C. 
Miller, Mrs. Larry H. 
Miller, Mrs. Stanley 
Montgomery, Mrs. Sam C. 
McCree, Mrs. Lee R. 
McClintock, Mrs. Fay 
McKeithan, Mr. D. R. 
McLean, Mr. L. G. 
McMillan, Mr. Martin 
Propst, Mrs. G. A. 
Reeves, Mrs. Larua G. 
Reneau, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Robertson, Mrs. Richard 
Roper, Mrs. Roy 
Roquemore, Mrs. A. D. 
Sauer, Mr. Carl W. 
Senior, Mrs. Oliver 
Shields, Mrs. R. L. 
Smith, Mrs. Russell 
Snyder, Mrs. Raymond C. 
Spiller, Mrs. W. M. 
Tallman, Mrs. A. M. 
Towns, Mrs. Joe Lynn 
Troll, Mrs. Wilhelmina 
Trott, Mrs. Nellie Joe 
Wanner, Mrs. Charles R. 
Warner, Mrs. Jay E. 
Wilkins, Mrs. George 
Williams, Mrs. J. Clark 

4710 Travis 
Rt. 17 Box 16 
3734 South Court 
826 Haines 
152 W. Texaco 
5732 Victor 
2350 Cooke St. 
1831 S. Ewing 
 
4125 Turtle Creek 
Box 631 
2203 Devonshire Lane 
221 West 5th St. 
Asheville Highway 
Rt. 11, Box 252 
3900 Cherrywood Rd. 
4403 San Jacinto St. 
2927 Maple Springs 
1609 W. 7th Ave. 
738 ½ Beach, Box 305 
1415 East Florida 
M. E. Parsonage 
1019 Grandview 
1619 S. Beckley 
1587 Lelitia St. 
Rt. 1, Box 127-C1 
Box 86 
8158 Barbaree Blvd. 
Box 42 
Rt.6,Box 303A 
1212 Mountain Lake Rd. 
1703 N. Spring 
Rt. 1, Box 34 
Rt. 1, Box 246 
304 Compton Ave. 
628 Bayland Ave. 
115 W. White Ave. 
1309 Rich Creek Rd. 
140 Harriett Dr. 
3058 Sunnyvale 
819 N. 17th St. 
1621 Osage 
Singing Hills Garden Center 
6706 Lupton 
512 Fitzpatrick 
260 Christopher N.W. 
311 East 14th Ave. 
934 Turner Ave. 
1014 Hendricks 
9733 Edgelake Dr. 
1113 Scanlan Bldg. 
Rt.3, Box 252 
2501 Mission Rd. 
4808 B. Bradford Dr. 
434 Brookhurst 
6255 Willers Way 
3312 Childress 
Box 347 
Box 151 
7137 Westlake Dr. 
537 Hoel Drive 
535 Aqua Drive 
3626 N. Fitzhugh 
Rt. 5, Box 350 

Dallas, Texas 
Alta Loma, Texas 
Montgomery, Alabama 
Dallas, Texas 
West Columbia, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Abilene, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Burke, Virginia 
Dallas, Texas 
Alvin, Texas 
Houston, Texas 
Gastonia, North Carolina 
Brevard, North Carolina 
Houston, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Corsicana, Texas 
Waveland, Mississippi 
Springfield, Missouri 
Pickton, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Mansfield, Texas 
Knox City, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Matagorda, Texas 
Waco, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Amarillo, Texas 
Murchison, Texas 
Boling, Texas 
San Antonio, Texas 
Houston, Texas 
San Antonio, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
San Antonio, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Waco, Texas 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma 
Dallas, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Waco, Texas 
Gainesville, Georgia 
Belton, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Houston, Texas 
Houston, Texas 
San Antonio, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Houston, Texas 
Ft. Worth, Texas 
Livingston, Texas 
Pleasanton, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 
Vicksburg, Mississippi 

 



 

In closing, I would like to quote from Mrs. John D. Hammer, RVP Region 12, Florida, in her Spring 
Newsletter - it expresses just what I'd like to say to you in Region 6, "I do wish more of you would 
contribute little bits of interesting information for our Newsletter." After all, this is YOUR Newsletter 
and to keep it interesting we need ideas and subject matter from various sources. When the 
Newsletter is lousy the poor old Editor usually gets blamed but if you will stop and think about it a 
minute you will realize that nobody wants to hear one person’s views on every subject all the time. 
What we need is an exchange of ideas and viewpoints - so come on and drop me a line - on any 
subject related to daylilies that interests and intrigues you. 

I am looking forward to meeting many of you in Corpus Christi and other gardens in the coming 
weeks - and wishing for you many lovely blooms to enjoy in your gardens - I am 
 
  

Sincerely yours, 

 
 


